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Ulster chooses hope over hate 


Courage has triumphed, says Blair as two governments 
and eight political parties sign up to a new future 


By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland cor resp ondent 
and Philip Webster, poutical editor 


p£RC£ ...flT LAST 


TONY BLAIR declared last 
night that "courage has tri¬ 
umphed" as two governments 
and eight political parties 
signed up to a new future for 
Northern Ireland. 

He hailed a settlement that 
would give everyone the 
chance to live in peace and 
raise their children free from 
the shadow of fear. 

The accord brings the 
U nionist and nationalist tradi¬ 
tions — including Sinn Fein — 
together in fresh political 
structures that offer the hope 
of ending 30 years of. blood¬ 
shed that have cost3.200 lives. 
There will be a new power¬ 
sharing Northern Ireland as¬ 
sembly, institutions linking 
the North with the Republic, 
the start of arms decommis¬ 
sioning and the conditional 
release of all paramilitary 
prisoners. And for the first 
time, the Republic has accept¬ 
ed that Northern Ireland will 
remain in the UK for as long 
as a majority desire it at the 
same time those who believe 
in a united Ireland have the 
means to make their case by 
persuasion and not violence. 

President Ointon. who 
made a critical intervention in 


■ A Northern Ireland AssenAfy ; nade -ap of 108 

members, six elected by PR from eath of the otisting WT 
Westmlnster coiitltiiendes ':;^ ~ 7 

■ A First Minbfcrand Deputy First Minister, EfoefytD be 
David Trimble; as leader of the largest party, and John 
Hume, leader oftbe SDUP.as deputy 

■ The Assembly would have powers to legiMajeand take 
over the running ofgovernment departme n ts such as 
agriculture and education .. 

■ Its first responsibility would be to sri up aNorth-Soolh 
Ministerial Council to direct ccMjpeiatioia on a series off 
issues. The Assembly will be suspoided if it does not 
establish the co-operative body within a year 

■ A new Britisb-Irisb Council. Members wiD be drawn, 

from the Northern Ireland Assembly, the British and 
Irish Governments, and devolved bodies in Wales and 
Scotland •••' •' 

■ The Irish Government will amend Articles 2 aod 3 of its 
constitution, which lay claim to Northern Ireland. 
London wiD repeal the 1920 Government of Ireland Act 

■ Tbe British Gove rn me nt wiD reduce numbers of police 
and armed forces and remove security installations 

■ All participants will reaffirm commitment to decom¬ 
missioning of weapons and to work with Independent 
International Commission on Deconunisshming 

■ An Independent Commission wiD be established on 
the future of policing in Northern Ireland 


die last hair of the talks and 
will visit the Province next 
month, said that Ulster had 
chosen "hope over hate, the 
promise of the future over the 
poison of the past” 

After another diflhanging 
day at Stormont, a marathon 
session of 33 hours of non-stop 
talks suddenly ended with the 
announcement of a deal just 
after 5pm. 

With David Trimble’s Ul¬ 
ster Unionist party in turmoil. 
an anxious Mr Blair called in 
the President to help after an 
eleventh hour dispute over the 
decommissioning of IRA arms 
threatened to wreck all the 
progress that had been made. 

However, last night there 
were doubts over whether Mr 
Trimble would be able to 
deliver on his side of the deal 
because of opposition within 
his own party. Jeffrey 
Donaldson, one of his negotia¬ 
tors, suddenly raised objec¬ 
tions id the idea of Ujuonists 
sitting down with Sinn Ffein 
members in tbe new Assembly 
committees if they had not 
renounced violence and before 
decommissioning got under 
way. 

Mr Trimble raised the issue 
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in a tense meeting and also 
asked for an assurance that 
the agreement's passages on 
decommissioning meant that 
the process of giving up arms 
should be started straight¬ 
away. Mr Blair’s initial assur¬ 
ances that that was what the 
deal meant dearly failed to 
satisfy Mr Trimble's party 
and word spread around die 
Stormont complex that the 
whole agreement might be 
scuppered. 

The Prime Minister urgent¬ 
ly called Mr Clinton at about 
4.15pm. The President then 
spoke to Bertie Ahem, the 
Irish Prime Minister; Gerry 
Adams, die Sinn ftin presi¬ 
dent; Mr Trimble and John 
Hume, leader of the national¬ 
ist SDLP. 

The danger was that if Mr 
Blair made a fresh concession 
to M r Trimble the nationalists 
might start to unpick the 
whole deal In the end Mr 
Blair wrote formally to Mr 
Trimble over his concerns that 
derisions on excluding or re¬ 
moving people from office are 
to be taken on a cross-com¬ 
munity basis. Mr Blair prom¬ 
ised that if those proposals 
proved during the first six 
months of the Assembly to be 
ineffective, changes would be 
made to prevent unsuitable 
people from holding office. 

The settlement will be put to 
referendums North and South 
of the border on May 22. The 
main planks of the agreement, 
contained in a 69-page docu¬ 
ment that will go to every 


home in Northern Ireland, 
are: 

A 108-member assembly with 
ten parliamentary consthuen- 
ries each electing six members 
this June under a single trans¬ 
ferable vote system of propor¬ 
tional representation. 

The assembly's ministers 
will meet Irish ministers in a 
new counriL This wfll have six 
cross border bodies to imple¬ 
ment ministers' derisions in 
areas that the assembly must 
agree by October or be dis¬ 
banded. The assembly will 
deride how much autonomy 
its ministers should have. 

Mr Trimble and Mr Adams 
could almost certainly sit to¬ 
gether on a new 12 member 
executive drawn fem the 
assembly. 

Dublin wfll end its constitu¬ 
tional daim to Northern 
Ireland. 

Paramilitary prisoners will 
be released within two or three 
years provided their organ¬ 
isations maintain their cease¬ 
fire. 

A new British-irish Council 
will bring together representa¬ 
tives of the British and Irish 
Governments and the new 
Northern Ireland, Welsh and 
Scottish assemblies. 

Mr Blair recalled how he 
had said he felt the hand of 
history. Today 1 hope that the 
burden of history can at long 
last start to be lifted from our 
shoulders," he said. “Even 
now this will not work unless 
in your will and your .mind 
you make it work — unless 
you extend the hand of friend¬ 
ship to those who were once 
your foes. “It will take more of 
the courage we have shown. 
But it need not mean more of 
the pain. We have carried out 
the will of the overwhelming 
majority of the people of 
Northern Ireland, the chance 
to live in peace and to raise 
their children out of the shad¬ 
ow of fear." 

Mr Trimble, who was 
praised throughout ty Mr 
Blair and others for joining 
the talks, shrugged off his 
party divisions. He said: “We 



Bertie Ahern, the Irish Prime Minister, left, and Tony Blair shake hands after announcing a settlement yesterday 


rise from this table knowing 
that the Union is stronger 
than when we sat down... the 
struggle that has lasted 12 
years for justice and equality 
for Unionists in this land has 
succeeded." 

Mr Adams, whose party 
conference will vote on the 


my. '--fcga * n truth, it never was hopeless, 

n r' in iva l although doggedness and 
patience were needed as 
1^" ^ frequently as inventiveness 
r John Major, page 22 


deal next Saturday, signalled 
his support when he said: 
"Republicans and nationalists 
wfll come to this document 
some with scepticism, most 
with hope. They will ask 
whether it offers a chance for 
the way forward. And when 
we have democratically come 
to a conclusion we will tell the 
world." 

Mr Ahem said the agree¬ 
ment "marks a new beginning 
for all of us. Today is about the 
promise of a brighr future: a 
day when we hope a line can 
be drawn under a bloody 
past" 
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Two die in worst floods for 50 years 


By Adrian Lee and Helen Johnstone 
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TWO people died and two 
were feared drowned yester¬ 
day as the worst floods for 
more than 50 years hit the 
Midlands and East Anglia. 

The Bank Holiday was 
washed out by rain and snow¬ 
falls of up to three inches. 
Roads and public transport 
were in chaos and the sporting 
programme was badly hit- 
More than 30 communities 
were put on flood warning last 
night as rivers threatened to 
burst their banks. 

A 14-year-old boy was 
washed out of a milkman’s 
delivery van when it was 
swept off the road, at 
Eatfiorpe. near Leamington 
Spa. Warwickshire. The driv¬ 
er. who had been hying to 
negotiate abandoned cars ear¬ 
ly yesterday, managed to 
scramble free and was treated 
for hypothermia. 

Paramedics could not reach 
the submerged van and police 
said hope was Fading for the 
teenager from Coventry who 
was earning pocket money 
during his school holiday. The 
Army and sniffer dogs joined 
the search. 

An elderly woman who was 
found dead inside a flooded 
house in Northampton is be¬ 


lieved to have drowned as 
floodwaters overwhelmed her 
as she slept. Police said she 
was in her 80s. 

The body of a middle-aged 
man was recovered from the 
flooded River Mead caravan 
site near Evesham in Here¬ 
ford and Worcester. Water 
levels there rose by F5 feet, 
exceeding the previous record 
set during the great floods of 
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1947. It is thought the victim 
drowned or suffered a heart 
attack as he tried to escape a 
torrent of water from which 26 
other people were rescued. 
Two other people were still 
unaccounted for. 

A 33-year-old woman who 
fell off a narrowboat into the 
swollen waters of the River 
Nene. near Northampton, was 
also feared drowned. 

Hundreds of residents in 
Leamington, Banbury. Buck¬ 
ingham. Newport Pagnefl. 
Northampton and Evesham 
were evacuated. Last night 


pans of Oxford were also 
under threat. The Environ¬ 
ment Agency said areas affect¬ 
ed were suffering the worst 
flooding in living memory. 
Red alerts were issued along 
most of the River Avon, the 
River Cherweti in Oxford¬ 
shire. and for the first time in 
25 years, the River EvenJode in 

Oxfordshire. 

In South am. Warwickshire. 
1.000 people were evacuated 
from their homes and spent 
the night in a local school 

The AI was closed between 
Peterborough and Brampton 
in Cambridgeshire, the A14 
was shut at Huntingdon, and 
hundreds of trains were can¬ 
celled. Passengers on those 
that did get through faced tong 
delays: the London-toGlas- 
gow sleeper arrived right 
hours late. Virgin Trains said 
it might have to suspend 
services if flooding around 
Rugby worsened. 

Temperatures fell to -9C in 
the Highlands and there were 
snowfalls in Devon and the 
Midlands. 

The AA said many people 
appeared to have heeded ad¬ 
vice not to travel and had 
abandoned Easter breaks. 
Those flying abroad for respite 
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PERFECT BEGINNINGS 


Washout one man and his dog in Cropredy. Oxfordshire 


faced unsettled weather in 
most of Europe. Forecasters 
said the slow-moving from 
which saturated central Eng¬ 
land would bring more ram. 
Clearer, cold weather would 
follow later today. 


The Meteorological Office 
predicted that flooding over 
the whole country will worsen 
considerably before the end of 
Easter as rain over the hills 
drains to areas of lower 
ground by Monday. 
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Survivors 
tell story 
of rescue 
from floods 

By Helen Johnstone and Adrian Lee 


A RESCUE operation was 
launched across the Midlands 
and parts of East Anglia 
yesterday as record floods 
swamped scores of communi¬ 
ties. Survivors spoke of nar¬ 
row escapes and daring 
rescues. 

John Bamham. 54. a farm¬ 
er. from Pershore, Hereford 
and Worcester, was plucked 
from the rcof of his Land 
Rover before it was swept 
away by flood water. Firemen 
were unable to reach his 
vehicle, stranded in the middle 
of a swollen brook in the 
village of Pinvin. He managed 
to grab a rope which was 
lowered by a police helicopter 
crew and was lifted 200 yards 
to dry land. He was treated for 
hypothermia. 

Sergeant lan Edgington, 
who was on board the helicop¬ 
ter. said: “It was dear that the 
fire brigade had exhausted all 
normal means of rescuing the 
man. Tune was running out 
and we were aware that he 
could be swept away at any 
time." Across the county 800 
firefighters used dozens of 
boats and helicopters to reach 
stranded people. 

Survivors described how 
they were winched to safety as 
water surged through a cara¬ 
van park, at Abbots Morton, 
Hereford and Worcester. Fire¬ 
men initially used three inflat¬ 
able boats to reach 46 holiday¬ 
makers but one hit a 
submerged tractor, throwing 
several people into the water. 
Sonia Broughton. 54. said: 
“We were on the boat and it 
suddenly burst. I dung on to a 
mobile chalet but an elderly 
lady couldn't hold on and was 
starting to get swept away." 

Mrs Broughton and her 
husband Cyril, 75. managed to 
pull the woman out of the 
water and inside the chalet 
until the helicopter arrived. 
“We honestly thought we were 
about to die," she said. 

In Evesham, one of the 
towns worst affected by the 
flooding of the River Avon. 


pensioners were rescued from 
their homes. A school and a 
leisure centre were used to 
house evacuees. The market 
town of Ledbury was cut off. 

Nineteen anglers were res¬ 
cued by an RAF Sea King 
helicopter and fire service 
boats after they became 
stranded on an island in a lake 
near Milton Keynes, Bucking¬ 
hamshire, when the water 
level rose nine feet in an hour. 

Performances at the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre and the 
Swan Theatre in Stratford- 
upon-Avon were postponed 
because of flooding. Also in 
Warwickshire, several people 
were taken to hospital suffer¬ 
ing from hypothermia after 
spending the night in their 
cars on the flooded A423 near 
Princethorpe. A 14th-century 
bridge at-Shipston on Stour 
was washed away. Army engi¬ 
neers using inflatable boats 
joined rescue operations. 

In Leamington Spa a 
woman clung to a lamp post 
for an hour until firemen 
reached her. At the nearby 
Fosse Way. two men were 
pulled by helicopter from their 
semi-submerged lorry. 

Police said Northampton¬ 
shire was suffering a “major 
emergency". 

Hopes were fading for a 
woman. 33, believed to have 
fallen from a narrowboat on 
the River Nene. 

A spokesman said: “We 
have 1.000 homes in North¬ 
ampton alone affected so that 
must mean thousands of 
people. At least one person has 
died, pets have died, livestock 
have died. Hundreds of offi¬ 
cers, virtually every available 
officer, have been called in." 
Police appealed for boat own¬ 
ers to help. 

(n Cambridgeshire, police 
said the Huntingdon and Pe¬ 
terborough areas remained 
badly affected. Many roads in 
the Midlands were strewn 
with abandoned vehicles. 

Leading article, page 23 
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Rescue party: police using dinghies to ferry flat-owners away from their flooded apartments in the Grimsbury area of Banbury yesterday 
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for week ahead 


By Victoria Fletcher 


Ten anglers rescued 
from rising floodwatora 
by .helicopter at Little 
Linford, near Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire 


THE dreadful Easter weather 
is set to remain throughout 
Europe for the next seven 
days. Low pressure over Brit¬ 
ain means the heavy cloud, 
constant rain and cold wind 
are forecast and further snow 
is predicted in the Scottish 
hills. 

Only the North West of 
England may experience a 
respite, possibly glimpsing 
the stm by the weekend. 
Scotland is expected to be cold 
and dear. 

The Met Office had warned 
police, local councils and river 
authorities to expect amentia} 
rain before the deluge, which 
brought floods and devasta¬ 
tion to large parts of middle 
England. 

A spokesman said the long- 
range forecast last weekend 
had said that up to two inches 


of rain would fall on Thurs¬ 
day. prompting them to issue 
the warnings. 

He said Oxfordshire and 
Warwickshire had taken the 
brunt of the downpour 
because the rain system had 
been very slow moving. He 
added: “We have been saying 
all week that the Easter period 
would be cold, wet and 
miserable.*’ 

More heavy rain is expect¬ 
ed in England and Wales 
today but Scotland is expected 
to be cold and dear. 

The rest of Western Europe 
will remain unsettled, with 
frequent showers and strong 
winds continuing. Even skiers 
in the Alps are unlikely to see 
the sun and will experience 
veiy low tempeatures. 

Forecast page 30 


Nowhere 

to run 
for the 
sunshine 
seekers 

By Adrian Lee 

THE dash to escape miserable 
Easter weather ended in dis¬ 
appointment for many. North¬ 
ern Spain and Portugal were 
also experiencing the cold 
blast, with thundery shovvers 
and biting winds reducing 
temperatures to 43F. 

Although southern Spain 
and the Balearics fared a little 
better, strong breezes forced 
temperatures down to 65F, 
well below normal for the time 
of year. In Morocco and 
southern France, the unsettled 
weather continued, with stiff 
northwesterly winds and fre¬ 
quent downpours. 

Crete and Cyprus enjoyed 
dry weather, hoi sun and a 
refreshing Mediterranean 
breeze. Further afield, Jamai¬ 
ca topped the sunshine desti¬ 
nations, with clear blue skies 
and humid temperatures in 
the 80s. interrupted by the odd 
warm shower. Showers 
drenched Barbados and Anti¬ 
gua. Early morning cloud in 
Florida was followed by a 
sunny afternoon. 

British airports expected a 3 
per cent increase in passen¬ 
gers over Easter — almost 
900,000 people travelled from 
Heathrow and Gatwick — due 
to a combination of poor 
weather at home and the 
strong pound. The most popu¬ 
lar destinations were Dublin 
(cold and unsettled). Amster¬ 
dam (showers) and New York 
(cold, but becoming warmer). 

A spokesman for the Meteo¬ 
rological Office said: "Many 
parts of southern Europe 
could be quite unpleasant. The 
eastern Mediterranean — 
Greece and Crete—are proba¬ 
bly tiie best bets for sun." 

□ Snow showers and Arctic 
winds gusting at 40mph that 
swept across northern Scot¬ 
land looked set to continue 
over the Easter weekend. The 
conditions meant that three of 
Scotland’s five ski centres had 
enough fresh snow for sport— 
at Cairngorm, The Lecht and 
the Nevis Range near Fort 
William. 

The Highlands and north 
and eastern coasts were the 
worst affected areas as north¬ 
erly winds blew freezing rain 
in from the sea, but forecasters 
said that few places would 
escape the unseasonal snow. 
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* How they woke up to the great flood 
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New lakes, a boat 
like the Ark, and 
cancelled trains 

By Joanna Bale 


RETURNING to her Banbury 
apartment after a night at her 
mother’s. Sue Dawes was ill- 
prepared for the sighr that met 
her eyes. As she walked 
around the comer into Vic¬ 
toria Place, a srnan new 
modem development, she was 
stopped in her tracks by a vast 
lake which filled the courtyard 
leading to her front door. 

Dotted around were the 
roofs of half-submerged cars 
and rwo of her neighbours 
were forlornly wading 
through the knee-deep flood- 
waters in Wellingtons. Miss 
Dawes. 20, who had gone to 
her mother's after getting 
stranded on the M40 on her 
way home from work, gasped 
in horror, then whipped off 
her designer trainers, exclaim¬ 
ing: “The water might have 
ruined my flat, but there's no 
point ruining my trainers as 
well." 

After wading to her door in 
stockinged feet, she was 
delighted to discover that the 
water, which was subsiding 
fast had not reached as high 
as her first floor flaL Her 
neighbour, John Batchelor, 
was not so lucky. His ground 
floor flat was flooded with 
three Feet of water when the 
River Cherwell burst its banks ' 
shortly before lam yesterday. 
He said: "1 awoke to people 
shouting outside and ham¬ 
mering on my front door. I 
couldn't believe what was 
happening. Water was gush¬ 
ing through my entire flaL 

“All I could, do was lift my 
TV on to the bed. I only had 
time to pick up my most 
valuable possessions. Within 
half an hour the water was 
three feet deep, ft is dark, 
grungy water which has 
ruined everything: my carpets, 
curtains and furniture. It's a 
nightmare." 

Describing his rescue, he 
added: "The police and fire 
crews came and helped people 
out in their inflatable boats, 
but l saw IftHe of the Blitz 
spirit. I was forced to spend 
the night at my factory in 
Overthorpe. No one offered 
me a bed for the night- lt was 
miserable and cold.” PC Noel 


Thackeberry of Thames Valley 
police, who was at the scene all 
nighL said: "We had to ferry 16 
people across the flooded ex¬ 
panse in our two inflatables. 
One old lady, who was dis¬ 
abled and couldn’t walk, was 
lying on her bed and scream¬ 
ing for help." 

Dozens of people who had to 
rescued from canal boats 
when the Oxford Canal burst 
its banks at Banbury were 
counting the cost of their 
ruined holidays. Ruth Winter 
and Matthew Neiland had 
spent five days cruising 
through the Oxfordshire coun¬ 
tryside when they moored up 
for the night to wait for the 
heavy rain to pass. 

After watching in horror as 
the canal rose several feet then 
burst its banks, they tried to 
summon help. Recounting 
their ordeal from a rescue 
centre in Banbury, where they 
had been taken for shelter. Ms 
Winter, a teacher from 
Leicester, said: “We had an 
emergency number which the 
boat company had given us 
before we set off, but every 
time we called it. the phone 
was switched off. 

“Eventually we called the 
police. We knew things were 
bad because the police helicop¬ 
ter had been flying over the 
canal For a couple of hours. 
There were some boats ahead 
of us which were in worse 
trouble. They had drifted 
away from the canal and were 
looking like th^y were going to 
get caught up in the Cherwell 
which as rushing along at a 
heck of a speed." 

Eventually, they were res¬ 
cued by the fire brigade in 
inflatable boats. Ms Winter 
added: "It was quite frighten¬ 
ing. and we’re glad to be hade 
on dry land. Our boat was 
called Reflection , but it should 
be renamed the Ark because 
that's what it fdt like at the 
time ” 

At Banbury railway station, 
all trains were cancelled after 
the tracks were submerged in 
four feet of flood water. Fleets 
of buses were used to help 
passengers on their journeys 
and sevices from London to 



The flooded streets of Leamington yesterday. One resident said: “It does seem it might have been predicted. I am deeply suspicious and very angry" 


Birmingham were cancelled 
or redirected. 

Simon Clarkson, who was 
on his way to visit his girl¬ 
friend in Birmingham for the 
weekend, said: “At least 
they’ve got a good excuse this 
time. I wouldn't be surprised if 
there are fish swimming along 
the tracks.” 

Around 130 people spent 
part of the night at Banbury 
Police station and nearby St 
Mary's school- At 830am yes¬ 
terday, another shelter was 
opened at Drayton school 
when dte numbers of “refu¬ 
gees" continued to pour in. 
Dozens of volunteers from the 
Red Cross and the WRVS 
helped soda! services cope 
with the influx and local 
businesses donated food. 


The streets that all became waterways 

By Helen Casteu, Paul Ramsbottom and Stephen Farrell 


TREES and cars became beacons of 
colour in a sea of murky brown as 
streets flooded near the River Leant in 
Leamington, Warwickshire. By 
Welch's Meadow, householders were 
woken by car alarms in the early 
morning found cellars flooded waist 
high and contents of their freezers 
floating in ponds where their laundry 
rooms had been. 

Learn Terrace, closest to the river, 
was the hardest hit Some ground 
floors were under a foot of water. 
Willes Terrace and Beaconsfield 
Street had their cellars flooded, cars 
stranded, and back gardens under 
water. Some were evacuated to rela¬ 


tives bouses until the waters subsided, 
others hired pumps to tackle levels 
which rose by 2ins an hour. 

Using brooms to dear a foot of 
water off mined carpets. Elizabeth 
Hayward, 76. of Learn Terrace, com¬ 
plained: “It was like trying to empty 
the Severn with a teacup.” 

Margaret Phythi an-Adams. 60. of 
Wflles Terrace, had 6ft of water in her 
cellar, and her daughter spent the 
morning up to her waist fishing the 
contents of an overturned freezer and 
cupboard with a child's fishing net 

David Jenkins. S3, of Learn Terrace, 
said that Ms carpets came up when the 
ground floor of his three-storey Vic¬ 


torian house was flooded 2ft feet deep: 
“All die furniture was floating around 
When we tried to go downstairs, it was 
just like a big paddling pooL We're 
just left with a soggy mess." 

Dr Kevin Mullally, an osteopath 
who runs his practice from his Leam 
Terrace home, lost cases of paper 
towels and covers stored in his cellar. 
Unable to drive through the congested 
traffic, he cycled to buy waders before 
treating the two patients who did not 
cancel. 

Brian Baker, SO. and his family 
were evacuated from their bouse in 
Beaconsfield Street house after his 
cellar was flooded to a depth of 6ft and 


water lapped into the kitchen. He said: 
“1 woke up to go to work and the water 
was up to the bottom of the car door. I 
just couldn't open it We can’t even get 
into the cellar, it's up to the back door. 
Most people in die road have been 
pumping it out, one guy has had the 
pump going since 8am." 

Rosalind Vinegrad lost family 
papers and photographs in the waist- 
high water Sling her cellar. She said: 
“It does seem to me that it might have 
been predicted. The way the water 
suddenly declined struck me that was 
probably something to do with the 
sluices not being opened. I am deeply 
suspicious and very angry." 


5 


JAMIE JONES 



Firemen rescue sheep stranded near Evesham. Worcester. Canals burst banks and raff lines were submerged 


Rik Mayall hurt 
in bike accident 


By A Correspondent 


RIK MAYALL was seriously 
ill in hospital Iasi nighr after 
crashing a quad bike at his 
country retreat. 

The 39-year-old actor and 
comedian airlifted by police 
helicopter from Pasture Farm. 
East Aldington, near Kings- 
bridge, south Devon, to 
Derriford Hospital, Plym¬ 
outh. A spokeswoman there 
confirmed he was suffering 
head injuries and that his 
condition was “stable". 

The area has suffered from 
the torrential rain that has 
affected much of the rest of the 
country. 

ft is understood the quad 
bike toppled on to him as he 
rode across a steeply sloping 
field on Thursday evening. Mr 
Mavail bought the estate last 
year as a family retreat, ft is 
not clear whether his wife of 12 
years, Rarabara. and three 


ildren — Rosie. 11, 
i, and Bonnie, 2 — 

1 him at the time. 

■s said he had been 
e area on the day of 
ent and It was as- 
e family was spend- 
ter there. Susan 
, landlady of the 
b. The Fbnescue 
id: “We have heard 

2 accident but we 
details. Rik Mayall 
id in here a couple of 

he isn't really well 
the village, 
ibviousfy pretty busy 
he bought the farm 
: spent much time 

starting out at 
Comic Strip. Mr 
»peared regularlyon 
aturdoy Live. The 
rip Presents ... and 


Drivers told to 
avoid blackspots 


MOTORISTS have been 
warned to avoid blackspots 
over the weekend, especially 
around Northamptonshire 
and Warwickshire. 

The RAC had advised 
motorists that travel should 
not be made unless com¬ 
pletely necessary. Although 
most motorways, trunk and 
A roads are suffering from 
the bank holiday weekend 
congestion, the RAC hopes 
that they will not be affected 
by any flooding. 

However, many minor 
roads, especially in Here¬ 
ford. Gloucestershire, and 
Cambridgeshire, have been 
dosed and continuing rain 
in Norfolk threatens to burst 
the banks of eleven rivers in 
the county, which would 
lead to widespread disrup¬ 
tion on the county’s roads. 

Meanwhile, delays and 


cancellations on the rail¬ 
ways are expected to worsen 
if the bad weather contin¬ 
ues, with trains travelling 
through the Midlands suf¬ 
fering the worst delays and 
even cancellations. Silver 
link, Thames Link, Virgin, 
Centra] and Connex South 
Central have already been 
affected by serious delays 
and flooding. 

A spokesman for National 
Rail Inquiries advised pas¬ 
sengers not to travel from 
Euston to either Manchester 
or Liverpool unless weather 
conditions improved. The 
Birminghman New Street to 
London line is also sevetiy 
disrupted in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. and the line from 
London to Stratford upon 
Avon is being forced to 
terminate at Banbury be¬ 
cause of flooding. 
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Determination, snacks and 
adrenalin kept show on road 
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Hand s-on negotiating skills and the involvement 
of t wo Prime Ministers were crucial in reaching 
a settlement after 33 hours, writes Philip Webster 


£T WAS a rollercoaster four 
days in the quest for lasting 
peace in Northern Ireland. A 
negotiating session involving 
Ulster's political leaders with 
Tony Blair. Bertie Ahem and 
George Mitchell that began at 
8am on Thursday and finally 
reached its destination after 33 
hours. 

As the participants emerged 
bleary-eyed to face the cam¬ 
eras, emotions ranged from 
delight, apprehension and — 
most of ail — relief that it had 
ended at last. 

It had been expected that the 
deal, which had been largely 
agreed during the night, 
would be unveiled in the 
morning. But Mr Mitchell's 
final drift slowed progress-as 
the participants took a breath 
and fully came to terms with 
the agreement they were 
about to approve. 

Mr Ahem went to the talks 
at their Stormont opening on 
Tuesday, returned to Dublin 
for his mother's funeral and 
then raced back to the north 
for a meeting with David 
Trimble and Mr Blair that' 
many have called the most 
crucial of the summit. 

There were no three-course 
meals, no alcohol. As he 
negotiated relentlessly in 
Stormont's castle bindings. 
Mr Blair was fuelled by 
snacks and adrenalin, surviv¬ 
ing on the road to peace on tea. 
bacon sandwiches, cakes. 
Mars and Twix bars and lots 
of bananas. 

Mr Blair sometimes infuri¬ 
ates those dose to him by 
concentrating on only one big 
issue at a time. This one was 
huge and he focused on it 
completely. He went outside 
only once — for a brief stroll 
with Alastair Campbell, his 
press secretary, at 630pm on 
Thursday. 

He slept not a wink, after 
managing just four hours the 
previous night at Hills¬ 
borough Castle. Last night he 
was in Madrid at the start of a 
brief holiday with his wife and 
children, tired but elated at 
having pulled off the greatest 
achievement of his 
premiership. 

Throughout the Stormont 
sessions the shirtsleeved 
Prime Minister held countless 
meetings with all the key 
players. Party leaders took 
their problems to him. and Mr 
Ahem with George Mitchell, 
the talks chairman, were kept 
involved in all developments. 
But most of the key issues 


DIARY OF A SUMMIT 


usually ended up on his oval 
teak table, surrounded by its 
10 green chairs. 

Mr Blair prides himself on 
being a good negotiator and 
drafted many of the conten¬ 
tious paragraphs in his own 
hand. Occasionally he tost his 
temper — exasperated when a 
participant against whom he 
needed to bounce an idea was 
elsewhere. 

Mr Blair's family travelled 
to Spain ahead of him. Yester¬ 
day morning at around 7am 
he rang them to apologise for 
what would be a very late 
arrival. Almost certainly the 
biggest factor in his success 



Bertie Ahem: funeral 

Flight straight to 
talks from mother’s 
funeral was critical. 
in convincing 
Unionists a deal 
was possible 

was his decision to go with Mr 
Ahem to the final stages of the 
talks. Their very presence, the 
fact that two Prime Ministers 
were giving up so much of 
their time, concentrated minds 
and added to the determ¬ 
ination to do a deal. 

There were some who 
thought that the Unionists 
would ultimately walk away 
from the talks. It was Mr 
Trimble who urged Mr Blair 
to be there. But having asked 
him to go, the Ulster Unionist 
leader could not let him down. 
"He could not let Mr Blair 
return home in failure — that 
would probably have spelled 
the end for David as party 
leader,’’ a Unionist source 
said. 

The six key milestones on 
the way to a deal were: 
□ April 1: Mr Ahem make a 


sudden outburst that he had 
“serious disagreements" with 
London. 

□ April 7: Mr Trimble de¬ 
nounced the Mitchell draft 
plan and the Irish government 
for leaning unfairly towards 
Sinn Fein. The two declara¬ 
tions probably cancelled each 
other out 

□ Wednesday 7pm; Mr 
Ahem flew in by helicopter' 
from his mother's funeral in 
Dublin and went straight info 
a meeting with Mr Biair and 
Mr Trimble. Mr Trimble 
deeply appreciated Mr Ahem 
having arrived so quickly 
from a sad family event 
According to a source, they 
looked each other in the eye 
and said that they were there 
because they wanted to get a 
dpal. A massive psychological 
hurdle was removal 

□ Thursday 7pm: A break¬ 
through on the vexed question 
of North-South bodies sur¬ 
faced. rooting their authority 
in the new assembly. 

□ Friday 2am: Mitchel 
McLaughlin. Sinn Fein chair¬ 
man. claimed that the talks 
were on the verge of collapse 
because too much had been 
conceded to the Unionists. 
There were rumours of a 
walkout. 

□ Friday 7.15am: The mood 
swung violently yet again. Mr 
McLaughlin walked through 
the snow to wake snoring 
journalists to daim progress 
on the North-South issue, die 
assembly and paramilitary 
prioners. 

Suddenly the prospect of a 
deal that kept the Unionists 
and Sinn Fein on board — 
once unthinkable — was mi¬ 
raculously possible. 

Mr Blair allowed himself no 
such thoughts. At previous 
briefings Mr Campbell had 
sounded more upbeat than the 
facts warranted, it was a ploy 
to retain momentum and keep 
everyone engaged.. 

Now at 8.15am.' with a deal 
dose, Mr Campbell was tak¬ 
ing notiiing for granted. 
Across the road Mr Blair was 
having a shower and shave. 
Was he not doing handstands 
to celebrate. Mr Campbell 
was asked, “ff he is doing 
hand-stands he is doing them 
in the shower." he replied. 

Next Friday Mr Blair he 
will be in the Middle East 
doing his bit to boost the 
flagging peace effort It will be 
a reminder that a peace accord 
is usually easier to negotiate 
than to put into effect. 



“I am pleased tb 
announce that the two 
governments and die 
political parties irr ^ 
Northern Ireland have 
reached agreement 
Senator George 

lam 


e in Northern 
Ireland who ibefieve 
wiHnowhaye the. 

opportunity to build a 
peaceful future for 


David Trimble with Jeffrey Donaldson, left the MP who kept the deal on a knife-edge with his reservations 

The man who said no 


By Martin Fletcher 

CHIEF IRELAND. 

CORRESPONDENT 

ONE man kept two Prime 
Ministers, the American Pres¬ 
ident and the world's media 
(xi a knife-edge yesterday. 

Just as the peace agreement 
for Northern Ireland ap¬ 
peared to have been clinched, 
Jeffrey Donaldson, the 35-year 
old Ulster Unionist MP for 
Lagan Valley, cried foul. 

Mr Donaldson told David 
Trimble, his party leader, that 
he could not accept the pro¬ 
posed agreement because he 
could not sit on an executive 
committee with Sinn Fein 
members without guaranteed 
IRA decommissioning. He 
said verbal guarantees offered 
by Tony Blair and Bertie 
Ahem late the previous night 
were insufficient Without Mr 


UNIONIST DIVISIONS 


Donaldson. Mr Trimble stood 
little chance of selling the 
agreement to his party. He is 
Mr Trimble’s heir apparent 
and a Deputy Grand Master 
of the Orange Order. Four of 
the party’s nine MPs were 
already in almost open 
rebellion. 

It took President □ inton's 
personal intervention and 
written assurances from Mr 
Blair to retrieve the situation. 
Late in the afternoon Mr 
Donaldson sped away from 
Stormont Unionist officials 
acknowledged he had contin¬ 
uing reservations, but insisted 
he was “on board". 

Mr Trimble's fight to sell 
tiie agreement to his party 
starts this morning when he 
meets the UUP*s 100-strong 


executive — and it is essential¬ 
ly a battle for the soul of 
Unionism. On the one hand, 
the agreement offers national¬ 
ists power-sharing, involves 
Unionists sitting at a “cabinet" 
table with Sinn Fein and gives 
Dublin a limited say in the 
North’s affairs. On the other 
hand. Mr Trimble has secured 
Dublin's formal recognition of 
Northern Ireland's legitimacy 
and the principle of consent It 
has agreed to end its constitu¬ 
tional claim to the North. 

He has achieved a new 
assembly for the Province 
after 25 years of direct rule, 
and is almost certain to be its 
First Minister. And while the 
North-South bodies are hard¬ 
ly the toothless affairs Mr 
Trimble envisaged, he has 


beaten off nationalist de¬ 
mands for strong, indepen¬ 
dent institutions with 
executive powers. 

Above alL the deal offers 
Northern Ireland a Unionist 
majority and a chance of 
stability it has not known in 30 
years by meeting the more 
legitimate aspirations of the 
Roman Catholic minority. By 
including Sinn Fein, it prom¬ 
ises an end to IRA terrorism. 

The ghost of Brian Faulkner 
has hovered over all Unionist 
leaders fix' the past quarter- 
century. He was the last who 
dared deal with the enemy, 
and was quickly destroyed by 
hardline Unionists of the “not¬ 
an-indr variety. Mr Trimble 
now stands a reasonable 
chance of laying that ghost 
but it will be a momentous 
dash between the old guard 
and the new. 






CHILLING 


‘MONSTRUM combines the best of Fatherland and 
Gorky Park with a dash of The Silence of the Lambs’ 


Deal that made Adams smile 


■ A 


The Times 




By Martin Fletcher 

GERRY ADAMS has got his deal. The 
big question now is whether he can sell it 
to the hard men of the IRA. The Sinn Fein 
president has not achieved the united 
Ireland for which so many of his 
republican comrades have died over the 
past 30 years and the deal involves 
Dublin abandoning its constitutional 
claim to the North. 

He is bound to be denounced by the 
purists of the Continuity IRA and of the 
new group that has formed around the 
IRA's former quartermaster-general. 
Both persist in believing violence is the 
best route to Irish unity. More disgrun¬ 
tled hardliners will almost certainly 
defect to those two groups, but Mr Adams 
has probably won enough to keep the 
bulk of his movement on board. 

He is the shrewdest of operators, and 
one senior government official confided 
yesterday that he and his fellow negotia¬ 
tors could not wipe the smiles off their 
faces — which was one of the reasons for 
the Unionists' last-minute jitters. That 
being the case, the other intriguing 


SINN FEIN 


question is whether Sinn Fein and the 
IRA now join the ranks of those battling 
republican forces. 

To sit on the new executive committee, 
Sinn Fein will have to renew its commit¬ 
ment to Mitcheli-style principles of non¬ 
violence and will be participating in 
decisions on security matters. 

The two splinter groups represent a 
significant threat CIRA has exploded 
several large car bombs this year in an 
effort to wreck the talks. The quartermas¬ 
ter's group, linked to the 32-county 
sovereignty committee, has access to 
lethal IRA technology and was behind the 
massive car bomb intercepted on its way 
to Britain two weeks ago. 

Mr Adams must win approval for the 
agreement from his party’s annual con¬ 
ference in Dublin next Saturday, and will 
present it as a stepping stone towards the 
ultimate goal of Irish unity. He has won 
all-Ireland bodies considerably stronger 
than the merely consultative role envis¬ 
aged by Unionists — but not with the 


independence and explicit executive pow¬ 
ers he had wanted. He has won a share of 
real power in the running of Northern 
Ireland. 

In an unprecedented move, the IRA is 
believed to have given Sinn Fein the go- 
ahead to sit in the new assembly, where it 
is assured of substantial representation. 
More importantly, the party would 
probably gain two places on the 12 -strong 
executive committee provided there is 
prior IRA decommissioning. 

Further down the road, it is entirely 
conceivable that Mr Adams could become 
Mr Trimble's deputy first minister, and 
that Sinn Fein ministers will take charge 
of all-Ireland bodies. 

Sinn Fein has been steadily gaining on 
the ailing SDLP, and is on course to 
become Northern Ireland’s largest na¬ 
tionalist party. Assuming that the IRA 
ceasefire continues, all its members now 
in prison should be released within two or 
three years. 

Sinn Fein did not achieve disbandment 
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary, but 
there is to be an independent review of the 
force. 






THE THRILLER OF THE YEAR 


OUT NOW IN ALL GOOD BOOKSHOPS 


AdMrianaf Ra n dom tim e 
wwwLMii.lamhau*u*jik. 


MILESTONES ALONG THE TROUBLED PATH TO PEACE 


1916, Easter Sunday: Easter Rising in 
Dublin launches Irish rebellion. 

1919: war of independence from Britain 
starts. 

1920: Government of Ireland Act par¬ 
titions Ireland. 

1921: Anglo-Irish treaty provides for 
creation of Irish Free State and splits Sirtn 
Fein. 

1921: George V opens Northern Ireland 
Parliament. 

1922: violence In Northern Ireland — 232 
killed. 

1922: civil war in Free State between pro 
and anti-treaty groups. 

IRA is declared illegal in Northern Ireland. 
1936: IRA declared illegal organisation in 
South. 

1937: Eamon De Valera's constitution 
claims sovereignty over all the island. 
1939: Bra remains neutral in Second 
World War. 

1949: Ere leaves the Commonwealth 
and becomes a republic. 

1956-1962: IRA wages its border 
campaign. 

1965: Sean Lemass, Irish Prime Minister, 
makes first visit to Northern Ireland 
counterpart 





Fighters during the Easter Rising 

1966: Nelson's Column in Dublin de¬ 
stroyed in bomb blast 

"9^® rT * arch held in 

Northern Ireland. 

19 68: present troubles begin as rioting 
erupts in Londonderry after police warfo 
Into cfvif rights demo^tratiraT 

1969: Harold Wilson sends British Aimv 
on to streets in Northern Ireland. y 

1971: first British soldier killed in Drraant 
troubles. Resent 


1971: internment without trial introduced 
in Northern Ireland. 

1972: Stormont Parliament abolished. 

1973: Sunningdale agreement sets up a 
power-sharing executive. 

1974: Ulster workers' strike brings down 
power-shanng executive. 

1981: ten men die in IRA hunger strike. 

2,985: Anglo-Irish agreement gives Irish 
Rep ublic involvement in Northern Ireland 
affaire for the first time. 

1994: IRA declares a ceasefire, followed 
by loyalist ceasefire. 

1994: first official meeting between 
Government and Sinn Fein. 

^ceasefire ends with Docklands 
bomb that lolls two. 

1997: Tony Blair visits Belfast and 
Government starts talks with Sinn Fein. 
1997: iRA caffe new ceasefire. 

1998, Good Friday: peace process ends 
m agreement involving the British and 
,nstl . Governments and all the main 
parties in Northern Ireland except the 
Democratic Unionist Party. 
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‘Wait anefsee’" 
is the mantra 
on the streets 



MAGNUS LINKLATER 


The people of Belfast 
feel a measure of 

hope mixed with a 

large dose of caution 


Most people regarded 
Fails Road cut to thp ^ it as almost imriwSedS 


Fails Road cut to’ the very 
marrow. Collars up. heads 
down, hands in pockets, early 
morning shoppers were intent 
on one thing only: getting out 
or the cold. And that, in a 
(| sense, was how Belfast reacted 
yesterday as news of the peace 
deal filtered through to them: 
collars up. heads down, hop¬ 
ing things would turn out fine, 
but none too confident that life 
was finally taking a real tum 
for the better. 

“Well believe it when we see 
ir... “I still don't know what 
it means” ... “We've had our 
hopes raised so often” ... 
“Can you trust those people?" 
The comments kept on crop¬ 
ping up as the news bucked 
and shifted in the course of a 
long Good Friday. Compared 
to the euphoria that greeted 
the IRA ceasefire 
in August 1994. or 
the messianic visit 
tfcof Bill Clinton in 
November 1995. 
the reaction was 
cautious, almost 
fearful.. It was 
summed up for me 
by Violet Clarke, 
whose fruit shop in 
the Shankill Road 
became briefly 
famous when Mr 
Clinton bought a 
bag of oranges 
there and told Vio¬ 
let that peace was 
on the way. 

“I watched the 
talks up to the mid¬ 
night deadline, 
and no matter 
what politician 
was on. they 
weren't giving any¬ 
thing away." she 
said. “The ordi¬ 
nary people com¬ 
ing into the shop " 
this morning haven't 



Father Browne 
6 We will 
be saying 
our prayers 
for future 
agreement 
and for 
peaces 
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been 

talking much about it In fact 
there's been no talk whatso- 
^lever. We've had these peace 
talks for a long long time and 
we know that whatever the 
politicians say. the IRA could 
just call off the ceasefire any 
time." 

She wondered whether the 
deal could, in the long run. be 
delivered by Ulster’s political 
leaders. Her final verdict — 
"Let’s wait and see" — became 
something of a mantra. 

It echoed almost exactly the 
thoughts of Father Kevin 
Browne. Rector of Clonard 
Monastery, as preparations 
began for the afternoon’s ser¬ 
vice of the Stations of the 
Cross. Clonard has a grim 
history: it has seen violent 
riots destroy nearby buildings, 

and here in 1969, _ 

according to re- 
l.i publican mytholo¬ 
gy. IRA gunmen 
occupied the build¬ 
ing and held it 
against the Army 
and the RUC. 

That may ex¬ 
plain in pari the 
caution of Father 
Browne: “At the 
moment." he said, 

"people are wait¬ 
ing to see whether 
they feel happy 
enough about the 
detail to support 
the agreement." 

His sermon on 
Easter Sunday will 
i reflect that hesita¬ 
tion. “I will be 
talking about for¬ 
giveness. and com¬ 
mitment to Jesus. I 
have no doubt that 
how we treat other 
people is connected 
with thaL We will 
be saying our prayers for 
: future agreement and for 


the talks could not deliver 
something better. “There’S no 
way back from this." said 
Peter McQuade, branch man¬ 
ager of a finance company. 
“The eyes of the world are on 
them, their reputations are cm 
the line, and they know there 
will be a lot more trouble for 
them in failing than in press¬ 
ing ahead." 

It was a view repeated by 
Ciaran Quinn, who works at 
the Falls Community Council. 
He quoted Billy Hutchison, 
spokesman for the Progressive 
Unionist Party, who had said 
at one stage: “This is compro¬ 
mise err war." Mr Quinn, who 
believes that a deal can be 
made to stick, argued that 
what wil] count is not so much 
the finer points of detail, but 

_ whether the 

Roman Catholic 
population of 
Northern Ireland 
can be convinced 
that it will offer 
them “basic 
equality". 

“It is still the 
case." Mr Quinn 
said, “that Catho¬ 
lics are two and a 
half times as likely 
to be unemployed. 
They still believe 
they are denied 
equality of treat¬ 
ment” He pointed 
to poorer housing, 
overcrowding, and 
the anger caused 
by millions of 
pounds spent on 
building the 
RUGS new bar¬ 
racks instead of 
improving living 
conditions for the 
Catholic com¬ 
munity. Neverthe¬ 



less, both he and his colleague. 
Gerry McConviUe, conceded 
that while old resentments 
will never entirely disappear, 
the atmosphere in which the 
talks have been conducted has 
changed completely since 
1974. when the last power- 
sharing assembly collapsed in' 
violence and rancour. 

"The debate will go on, but it 
hasn’t fractured the commun¬ 
ity as much as it used to in the 
past" Mr McCOnville said. 
“This is a very politicised 
community, and it is judging 
its leaders on performance 
now rather than the emotions 
of the past.” 

Nothing illustrated this bet¬ 
ter than the extraordinary 
midnight press conference on 
Thursday night of the Rev Ian 
Paisley, leader of the Demo- 

_ cratic Unionist 

Party. He and a 
crowd of demon¬ 
strators had “bro¬ 
ken through" the 
gates of Stormont 
Castle. But. where¬ 
as once Mr Paisley 
could have com¬ 
manded the sup¬ 
port of thousands, 
this time there 
were fewer than 
200 behind him. 
He no longer 
frightened anyone, 
and he knew it. 

Even in Ptirta- 
down, a centre of 
die-hard union¬ 
ism. the response 
to Mr Paisley's last 
stand was largely 
indifference. "Ev¬ 
eryone just said, 
‘Isn’t it sadr ” said 
Mark Neill, a 
councillor for the 
area. “I think they 
1 just felt he’s con¬ 
tributed so little." Mr Neill 




Violet Clarke 
C Whatever 
they say, 
the IRA 
could just 
call off the 
ceasefire 
anytime? 


peace." 

A few hundred yards from 
the monastery, the old peace 
wall by the Springfield Road 
still stands, a monument to a 
legacy of violence. Scarred by 
sectarian slogans, yesterday it 
was part of a playground for 
children. Almost inevitably 
their games were those of war 
not peace. “This is not the 
peace wall, it’s the fighting 
wall." one said. 

Despite the old ways, there 
was. running through almost 
every conversation, another 
theme that may in the end 
reflect a more practical and 
encouraging prospect for the 


made no pretence that the deal 
was widely welcomed in 
hardline Unionist quarters, 
but nor did he say that it was 
rejected 

“Half of those who called in 
to David Trimble's office said. 
'Hold on, it’s a step too for.’ 
and half said, ‘Hold on, irs 
great’ Bur there’s tremendous 
support for David, and since 
he has signed up to the deal 
then 1 know it will be endorsed 
by the 800 or 900 Ulster 
Unionist delegates. That in 
tum means that the grass¬ 
roots will support it too 

In Portadown, Mr Neill 
conceded that there was still 
fear, some confusion, and 


many doubts about what was 
going on. There was fear, he 
said, of seeing Sinn Fein in 
government, fear of IRA pris¬ 
oners being released, and 
anger that victims of IRA 
violence will be forgotten. “Bui 
there are compensations. The 
Anglo-Irish Agreement has 
gone, and with it a large part 
of Unionist resentment.' 
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New assembly is 
cornerstone of an 
historic deal 







NORTHERN Ireland will be 
governed by a new assembly 
which will establish a North 
South Council to form new 
links with the Irish Parlia¬ 
ment in Dublin. The main 
points in yesterday's peace 
agreement covering the Gov¬ 
ernment of Northern Ireland 
are: 

ASSEMBLY: 

□ lOS-member Assembly 
elected by PR in June 

□ Nl’s 18 Parliamentary con¬ 
stituencies to elect six mem¬ 
bers each. 

□ Assembly to elect First 
Minister and Deputy Minis¬ 
ter. Likely to be Trimble and 
Hume. 

□ Ten ministers to run Gov¬ 
ernment departments such as 
education and agriculture. 
Sinn Fein could have at least 
one minister. 

□ Guarantees to ensure that 
nationalists will be given an 
equal say in assembly. Deci¬ 
sions to be taken on basis of 
“parallel consent" or “weight¬ 
ed majority". These mecha¬ 
nisms effectively mean that 
any measure will have to 
attract the support of a major¬ 
ity of nationalists and Union¬ 
ists before it can be passed. 

□ Assembly will be run by a 
chair and a deputy chair. Will 
also elect chairs and deputy 
chairs of a series of commit- 


THE MAIN 
POINTS 


tees which will oversee NlO 
departments that currently 
run the Province. 

NORTH SOUTH 
COUNCIL 

□ Ministers from NI assem¬ 
bly and from Dublin Parlia¬ 
ment to meet on new North 
South Ministerial CoundL 

□ Will meet twice a year in 
plenary. NI to be represented 
by First Minister and Deputy. 
I rish Government represented 
by Taoiseach. 

□ Will also meet to discuss 
specific areas of cooperation. 
Relevant ministers will attend. 

□ Decisions can only be 
readied by agreement be¬ 
tween both sides. 

□ Participation in new coun¬ 
cil to be “one of the essential 
responsibilities attaching to 
relevant posts in the two 
Administrations". 

□ Agendas to be settled by 
prior agreement 

□ Council to “use best endeav¬ 
ours to reach agreement on 
the adoption of common poli¬ 
cies in areas where there is 
mutual cross-border and all- 
island benefit". 

□ Council to co-operate on 
specific areas such as agricul¬ 
ture, education, transport en¬ 


vironment waterways, social 
security, tourism. EU pro¬ 
grammes. fisheries and 
health. ; 

I 

BRJTISH-1RISH 

COUNCIL 

□ New bocly to be established 
with members from the Brit¬ 
ish and Irish Governments, 
NI Assembly. Scottish Parlia¬ 
ment Welsh Assembly and 
representatives of Isle of Man 
and Channel Islands. 

□ Council will meet at summ¬ 
it level twice a year and in 
“specific formats" on a regular 
basis. 

□ Two governments to pro¬ 
vide secretarial for council. 

□ Body will operate on basis 
of consensus and will discuss 
“matters of mutual interest", 
such as transport links, agri¬ 
culture, environmental, cul¬ 
tural and health issues. 

BRITISH-1 RISH 
CONFERENCE 

□ Anglo-Irish Agreement of 
1985 to be replace by new 
body. 

□ Conference will oversee As¬ 
sembly and North South 
Coundl. 

□ Prime Minsister and 
Taoiseach to meet "as re¬ 
quired" at summit level. 

□ Ministers from NI will be 
invited to attend meetings. 

□ Conference will “have no 




mmms 



Hme for peace: like the members of all the parties closeted at Stormont this week. Geny Adams and colleagues worked through the night on Wednesday 


power to override tghe demo¬ 
cratic arrangements set up by 
this agreement". 

AMENDMENT OF IRISH 
CONSTITUTION 

□ Articles 2 and 3 of constitu¬ 
tion, which lay claim to NJ. ro 
be amended: 

□ New article 2 will say that 
everyone bom on island of 
Ireland is entitled to be “part 
of the Irish nation”. 

□ New Article 3 says: “It is the 
firm will of the Irish nation, in 
harmony and friendship, to 
unite all the people who share 
the territory of the island of 
Ireland...(but] recoginising 
that a united Ireland shall be 
brought about only by peace¬ 
ful means with the consent of a 


majority of the people...tn both 
jurisdictions." 

SECURITY 

□ The British Government 
will make progress towards 
the objective of as an early 
return as possible to normal 
security arrangements in 
Northern Ireland. 

□ it will seek a reduction in 
the numbers and role of the 
armed forces deployed in 
Northern Ireland, the removal 
of security installations and 
emergency powers, and the 
inclusion of other measures 
appropriate with a peaceful 
society. 

□ The Secretary of State will 
consult regularly with the 
Irish government on progress 
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and response ro any contin¬ 
uing paramilitary activity. 

DECOMMISSIONING 

□ All participants reaffirm 
their commitment to the total 
disarmament of all paramili¬ 
tary organisations and their 
intention to work with the 
Independent International 
Commission on Decommis¬ 
sioning. They will work to 
achieve decommissioning of 
all paramitiltary arms within 
two years. 

□The Independent Commis¬ 
sion will monitor, review, and 
verify progress on decommis¬ 
sioning of illegal arms, and 
report to both governments on 
a regular basis. Both govern¬ 
ments will take the necessary 
steps to facilitate the decom¬ 
missioning process by the end 
of June: 

POLICING 

□ An Independent Commis¬ 
sion will be established on the 
future of policing in Northern 
Ireland. It will consult widely 
and will report no later than 
summer 1999. 

□ A parallel wide-ranging re¬ 
view of criminal justice will 
conducted by the British gov¬ 
ernment in consultation with 
the political parties. It will 
begin as sson as possible. 

□ Implementation of the rec¬ 
ommendations from both re- 


April: peace document is 
sent to every home in North¬ 
ern Ireland. 

Mid-May: President Clinton 
visits Northern Ireland. 

May 22: referendums on 
both sides of the border to 
get support lor the deal, 
including changing the Irish 


views will be discussed with 
the political parties and the 
Irish goverment. The British 
government is ready in princi¬ 
ple to devolve responsibility 
for policing and justice issues. 

□ The signatories believe that 
the agreement provides for the 
oppprtunity for a new begin¬ 
ning to policing in Northern 
Ireland with a police service 
capable of attracting support 
from the whole community. 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

□ ainst the background of the 
recent conflict the parties af¬ 
firmed the right of free polit¬ 
ical thought freedom of 
expression and religion, the 
right to pursue democratic 
political aspirations, ro seek 
constitutional change by legiti¬ 
mate means, to choose a place 
of residence, equal opportuni¬ 
ty regardless of class, creed, 
disability, gender or ethnicity, 
the right to freedom from 
sectarian harassment and for 
women's full equal political 
participation. 

UK LEGISLATION 

□ Subject to public consult¬ 
ation the British government 
will as a priority create a 
statuary obligation on public 
authorities to carry out their 
functions with regard to the 
need to promote equality of 
opportunity. Public bodies 


NEXT STEPS 


Republic’s constitution. 
June: elections to 108-seat 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

July: Orange "marching sea¬ 
son" in Northern Ireland. 
July: Shadow Assembly ex- 


would be required to draw up 
statutory schemes showing 
how they would implement 
the obligation. They 
would be subjected to policy 
appraisal. ^ 

NEW INSTITUTIONS 

□ A Northern Ireland Hu¬ 
man Rights Commission, with 
membership reflecting the 
community balance, win be 
established by Westminster 
legislation. It will be indepen¬ 
dent of government The Irish 
government will create a com- 
mission with a mandate and 
remit equivalent to the one 
being set up in Northern 
Ireland. 

RECONCILIATION AND 
VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE 

□ A joint committee will beset 
up with representatives of the 
North and South human 
rights commissions. It will f 
consider the possibility of a 
charter endorsing agreed 
measures for the protection of 
the fundamental rights of 
everyone living in the island of 
Ireland. 

□ The signatories will consid¬ 
er enhanced financial assis¬ 
tance for the work of 
reconciliation, including statu¬ 
tory funding, to meet the needs 
of victims and to provide for 
community based support 
programmes. 


ecutive negotiates with 
London and Dublin over 
creation of North/South 
body. 

Autumn to 1999: Assembly 
comes into operation and 
powers devolved to it 

North/South body becomes 
operational 


Blair looks ahead in 
spirit of fellowship 


This is the full text of the 
speech made by Tony Blair 
from the steps of Stormont: 

“You will have heard Senator 
Mitchell’s announcement that 
an agreement has been 
reached. You almost don't 
dare to hope too much. 

“I would like to offer my 
thanks to all those who have 
participated in this process; to 
the infinite patience and kind¬ 
ness of Senator Mitchell, the 
chairman: to the Taoiseach, 
the Irish Prime Minister, 
whom I have found to be a 
man of courage, tenacity and 
integrity: to my predecessor 
John Major, who had the 
foresight to help start all this; 
to President Clinton for his 
unswerving support and com¬ 
mitment to peace: and to all 
those political leaders who 
took the risk of being inside 
these talks, rather than on the 
outside, who in the interests of 
success for their people were 
prepared to take the risk of 
failure for themselves. 

“I would like to pay my 
respects to all those from all 
communities, who have been 
victims of the terrible tragedy 
that has afflicted Northern 
Ireland over the years, those 
civilians murdered and maim¬ 
ed. those in the police and 
security services that have 
given their lives. 

“We have all shed tears. We 
have all shared in the grief of 
bloodshed and senseless vio¬ 
lence. I can still see the pain 
and scars. And I know, in that 
contemplation, why it is right 
for us to be here, in such 
urgent striving for peace. 

"In these past few days, the 
irresistible force, the political 
will, has met the immovable 
object, the legacy of the past, 
and we have moved it 

“The idea that if one side 
wins something in Northern 
Ireland, the other loses, that's 
gone. The essence of what we 
have agreed is a choke: we are 
all winners or all losers. It is 
mutually assured benefit or 
mutually assured destruction. 

This is because the package 
is based on balanced princt- 


PM’S SPEECH 


pies, which for ages people 
have thought contradictory, 
but which are in fact absolute¬ 
ly compatible. We can ail win. 
Put this agreement into prac¬ 
tice. and we do all win. 

“1 have been clear through¬ 
out about the principles be¬ 
hind this agreement. And they 
have been met Those who 
wish Northern Ireland to re¬ 
main in the UK can have that 
wish fulfilled so long as a 
majority in Northern Ireland 
desire it. 

“The principle of consent is 
absolute and was throughout 
the agreement The break¬ 
through is that it is now 
accepted plainly by all. North 
and South. 

“Those who believe in a 
united Ireland can make that 
case now by persuasion, not 
violence or threats. There is 
recognition and acceptance of 
the nationalist identity. There 

C In doing what we 
have done today, 
we have carried out 
the people’s will. 
The chance to live 
in peace? 

are plans for co-operation, 
including through implemen¬ 
tation bodies on an ail-island 
basis. There can be further 
developments of such bodies 
again should consent be there 
for them. There are provisions 
for fairness and equality, for 
recognition that all traditions 
in Northern Ireland are valid 
and deserve respect and digni¬ 
ty. There will be an assembly 
for the good governance of 
Northern Ireland. The British 
and Irish Governments have 
come together in a new and 
more mature relationship for 
the future, one that reflects 
better the common sense of the 
nations side by side with so 
much to share and exchange. 


“We are creating new di¬ 
mensions to age-old ties of 
proximity and kinship. And 
we are seeking to replace the 
hatreds and fears of so many 
years, where people miaffl- 
derstand each other before 
they even think or try, with a 
reawakening, however cau¬ 
tious. of the spirit of trust and 
fellowship. 

“This can’t work without 
such a spirit Words matter. 
Details are vital. Drafting is 
crucial. All that I know well 
from the last three days. But I 
want to say this to the politi¬ 
cians and people of Northern 
Ireland with ail the force 1 can 
muster. Even now, this will 
not work unless, in your will 
and in your mind, you make it 
work. Unless you extend the 
hand' of friendship to those 
who once were foes. Unless, 
before you condemn, you at 
least try to see the other side. 
Unless you take it into your 
hearts that others can reach 
different conclusions in just as 
good faith as you reach yours. 

“This is the choice humanity 
makes in every age: between 
the daring that crosses new 
frontiers allowing us ® 
progress: or the timidity that 
shuts itself away in seclusion 
where we stagnate. Today 
courage has triumphed. 

“I said when I arrived he* 
on Wednesday night that I fed 
the hand of history upon us- 
Today the burden of history 
can at last start to be lifted 
from our shoulders. 

“It will take more of the 
courage we have shown this 
far. But it need not mean mo** 
of the pain. In doing what 
have done today, we have 
carried out the people's wilt 
The chance to live in peace- 
The chance to raise that 
children out of the shadow » 
fear. That is all the people w 
Northern Ireland have ever 
asked for. They now have that 
chance. But today is. the begin" 
ning, not the end. Today ** 
have just a sense of the 1 pn# 
that is before us. 

“The work to win that pt# 
goes on. We cannot, raust nat 
let it slip from our grasp." 
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* Braveheart 2: the 

heroic failure that 
sank Scotland 
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THE extraordinary life of a 
17th-century Scottish adven¬ 
turer and explorer who found¬ 
ed a disastrous settlement in 
Panama may be turned into a 
Hollywood blockbuster to ri¬ 
val the award-winning 
Braveheart. 

fc A Labour MP who is a 
descendant of William Pater¬ 
son, who will be honoured in 
Scotland in July on the 300th 
anniversary of the ill-fated 
mission, is leading talks with 
the film companies. 

Paterson founded the Dar¬ 
ien settlement 300 years ago 
on a mosquito-infested sc r ap 
<rf land on the northern coast 
of Panama after an epic four- 
month voyage. The pioneers 
had wrongly believed, on the 
basis of sightings by sailors 
and pirates, that Darien of* 
fered them a colony where 
entrepreneurs could establish 

k trading links with the world 
and bring prestige and pros¬ 
perity to their country. 

It was the biggest economic 
disaster to befall Scotland. It 
caused the death of atmnyf 
2,000 settlers, who fell victim 
to “virulent mosquito fever" 
and cost £500,000 in invest¬ 
ment which almost bankrupt¬ 
ed the Scottish economy. 

But Paterson, whose ex¬ 
ploits are taught in Scottish 
schools, remains a popular 
folklore hero, despite the fact 
that historians 

argue that the _ 

venture crip- [Caribbean ■'” : 

pled the count- ^ ^ - 

ry’s economy to ■ F -^"PANAMA 

such an extent -■'$? V • ■ M * 

that it triggered 

the dissolution Jg^Gatanlnke ■ 
of the Scottish • ^ , 

Parliament and 
led to the 1707 ft? 

Act of Union l us a 

with England. Ik guH 

Now Ftaser 
Kemp. MP for 
Washington 

and Houghton. K" — 

who voted in 

favour of CItV 

bringing back 

a Scottish pari- disaster, 

iament. is plan- npwrh 

ning to tell the 

world how it chance. j 


Film firms are 
in talks o ver 
17th-century epic, 
write Gillian 
Harris and 
Andrew Pierce 

die expedition scar the land. It 
has even been i mm ortalised in 
verse by John Keats who, in 
njs On First Looking into 
Chapman's Homer, used it to 
■symbolise the awe of discovery 

Then fett I like some 
watcher of the skies 
When a new planet swims 
into his km 
Or like stout Cortez when 
with eagle eyes 
He start/ at the Pacific — 
and all his men 
Look'd at each other with 
a wild surmise— 
Silent, upon a peak 

in Darien 




din 


uU 


ship 


was tost in tiie 
first place. “It'S die OI 
a fascinating whirh 
story of indi- WIUCri 
vidual heroism ActOf 
and collective 
endeavour at a 
major historical tunting- 
point It has pathos and pas¬ 
sion," he said. 

David Armitage. of Colum¬ 
bia University's history de¬ 
partment in New York, said: 
“The Darien venture was the 
most ambitious colonial 
scheme attempted in the 1 7th 
century. It should be looked at 
in terms of the extraordinary 
imagination which went into 
it The Scots were the first to 
realise the strategic impor¬ 
tance of the area around 
Panama, which gave access to 
the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans." 

Even today, three centuries 
after Paterson, the densely 
forested terrain remains in¬ 
hospitable and undeveloped. 
Explorers have flocked to 
cross the Darien Gap. as it is 
now known, which is the only 
land route connecting the 
Americas. 

The land is littered with the 
evidence of their endeavours: 
caracases of Land Rovers and 
people who failed to complete 


C It was 
disaster. They 
never had a 
chance. It was 
the one event 
which led to the 
Act of Union ? 


Paterson helped to set up the 
Company of Scotland in Edin¬ 
burgh to promote foreign 
trade and enthuse d about 
Darien as a remote spot where 
Scots could settle. Thousands 

__ of people in- 

--- vested money 

in the expedi¬ 
tion, which was 
’ANAMA scheduled to 

' depart from the 

Pbrt of Leith in 
a * w ™ e July 1698. 

' Thousands 

—• . more voJud- 

_ V o—-, Jeered to travel 

■ ’'v on board the 

■ Panama v five ships, in- 

S . f eluding High- 

^ landers driven 

Pacific from their 
0068/1 homes by fam¬ 

ine and sol- 
W3S diers dis 

T Thpv charged after 

j. t sixty the GIencoc 

had a Massacre. In 

his book. The 
. It Was Darien Dis- 

b, awtmt aster, the histo- 

e event nan John Preb¬ 
id to the Me wrote Tb 

tiie people then 
Jmon 5 it was hope, 

it represented 
their fevered 
tongm g for freedom and pros¬ 
perity and it symbolised their 
defiance of England." 

But Mr Prebbte said last 
night “They were plain daft to 
try. The journey was too long. 
The land was infested wth 
mosquitos and ravaged by 
fever. It was disaster. They 
never had a chance. It without 
doubt, was die one event 
which led to the signing of the 
Act of the Union." 

In the end 1.200 people set 
sail watched by cheering 
crowds on the quayside, but it 
was a depleted group that 
arrived in Darien in Novem¬ 
ber. Many were sick and 
others were quarrelling as 
power struggles arose among 
the elected councillors. They 
struggled ashore and re¬ 
named the land Caledonia, 
with its capital New 
Edinburgh. 

The first task was to dig 
graves for the dead volunteers, 
which included Paterson's 
wife. The situation grew worse 
because of a lack of food. The 


FOUR IN THE FRAME FOR THE LEAD 



native Indians took pity on the 
Scots, bringing than gifts of 
fruit and fish. 

Seven monflis after arriv¬ 
ing. 400 Scots were d«*H The 
rest were emaciated and 
yellow with fever. They derid¬ 
ed to go home. 

But in Scotland the glory of 
Caledonia was untainted by 
reality. A second expedition, 
with 1,300 people on board,' 
arrived ax Damn in Novem¬ 
ber 1699. Fire destroyed tiie 
ship that was carrying their 
entire supply of food. 

They dung on until March 
1700. The Articles of Capitula¬ 
tion to the Spanish were 
signed in the rain with a 
Scottish drummer beating a 
retreat. Only a handful sur¬ 
vived the return journey. 

Mr Prebble added: “Span¬ 
ish and English mariners 
knew Darien and would not 
touch it They feared tiie fever. 
But Paterson was reckless and 
thought be knew better. Scot¬ 
land paid a terrible price 
because of him." 
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Historian and author John Prebbie with a 1660s map of Panama: Scotland paid a terrible price for the AMated expedition, he says 
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The Alliance Current Account gives you £20 for joining 

Well probably never know exactly why anyone would choose to dress up as a giant bird and jump 
off a pier. People who open an Alliance Current Account are much easier to understand. For a start 
they get £20 when they open and fund their account. Then there are all the other benefits of a more 
sensible way of banking: 

Free banking" 24 hour telephone banking Low authorised overdraft rate with 
no monthly fees : Generous credit interest rates 

The 1.7 million people who can already use our telephone banking service know how much sense it 
makes. And with the chance to use over 300 Alliance & Leicester branches and nearly 20,000 post offices, 
no-one gives you more places to bank. So, if you're still with a bank that's driving you mad, why not fly 
the nest? Call u$ free to apply or find out more. 


Sensible banking in a mad, mad world 
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The Rover 200 range starts at just £9,700 with a year’s free insurance. 

An offer that’s extremely good value on the road, and heaven forbid, rather useful should 
you come off it. 

For more information call 0345 186 186 or visit www.rovercars.com. 
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Cardinal Hume 
urges return of 
bedtime prayers 


By Ruth Gledhill 
RELIGION CORRESPONDENT 


MOTHERS should kneel and 
pray with their children when 
[hey put them to bed, accord¬ 
ing to Cardinal Basil Hume, 
the Roman Catholic Archbish¬ 
op of Westminster. 

Evoking the image of Chris¬ 
topher Robin saving his pray¬ 
ers. Cardinal Hume said 
society was in danger of losing 
its spiritual direction because 
it had turned its back on 
family prayer. 

“Prayer has dropped out of 
family life. Those of us who 
pray learnt our prayers as 
children from Mum. As our 
society has become more and 
more secular, the habit of 
prayer has fallen off." 

He said the image of Chris¬ 
topher Robin kneeling by the 
bed. and the famous line, 
"Hush! Hush! Whisper who 
dares!" from A.A. Milne's 
poem Vespers, was one that 
once found a place in house¬ 
holds throughout the land. 
But today, while there was a 



“God bless Mummy. I 
know that’s right...” 


spiritual yearning illustrated 
in the response to the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, 
society had become so 
secularised that increasing 
numbers did not even know 
how to begin when it came to 
praying. 

Cardinal Hume was speak¬ 
ing as he launched his Basil in 


McAvoy asks 
for patience 
over reforms 


By John O’Leary, education editor 


THE leader of Britain's larg¬ 
est teaching union appealed 
to his members yesterday to 
be patient with the Govern¬ 
ment. as a series of calls for 
industrial action threatened 
ministers' plans to raise stan¬ 
dards in sdiools. 

As the National Union of 
Teachers’ conference opened 
in Blackpool, Doug McAvoy. 
the general secretary, accused 
left-wing delegates of “polit¬ 
ical posturing” in their de¬ 
mands for strikes and other 
forms of industrial action, 
which are even more numer¬ 
ous than under the Conserva¬ 
tive administration. 

Motions submitted for the 
weekend conference call for 
action on pay, conditions of 
service, the sacking of incom¬ 
petent teachers, class sizes, 
redundancies and the intro¬ 
duction of education action 
zones. Most are opposed by 
the union's moderate-con¬ 
trolled executive. 

The first II months of 
Labour rule had produced a 
mixture of good and bad in 
education. Mr McAvoy said. 
“If delegates analyse the 
record honestly, they will be 
more encouraged about the 
prospects for the future at this 
conference than any of them 


will have been during the past 
20 years,” he said. 

The battle between left- 
wing groups and the more 
moderate coalition within the 
NUT remains on a knife edge: 
Moderates won all the main 
offices in the latest elections, 
but the Left has gains 
on the executive. 

Extra funding for schools, 
increased nursery provision, 
the reduced curriculum for 
primary education and the 
Government's literacy and 
numeracy projects were all 
welcomed by the NUT, Mr 
McAvoy said. But doubts 
remained about education ac¬ 
tion zones, and the Govern¬ 
ment's jfoticy of “naming and 
shaming” foiling sdiools bad 
been counterproductive- Such 
areas should be the subject of 
negotiation, he said. 

However, the conference 
will hear a call to reject the 
Government's approach to 
raising school standards, to 
demand the sacking of Chris 
Woodhead as Chief Inspector 
of Schools and the disband¬ 
ment of O feted and to work to 
rule in support of better 
conditions of service. The 
union is already committed to 
a boycott of tasks considered 
unnecessarily bureaucratic. 
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Blunderland video — mod¬ 
elled on Alice's Adventures in 
Wonderland — in which he 
plays himself in a game of 
spiritual hide-and-seek with 
two children. 

“This has been a long pro¬ 
cess which began with the 
Enlightenment, a long process 
of religion slipping out of our 
collective consciousness.” he 
said. “The standard prayer is 
the prayer our Lord taught us. 
the Our Father” But he 
added, “People need to learn to 
distinguish between saying 
prayers and praying." ft was 
possible to reel them off with¬ 
out really using them proper¬ 
ly. “The best definition of 
prayer is the raising of the 
heart and mind up to God. 

“If people pray, their 
consciousnesses become more 
sensitive. It is very difficult to 
be a praying person and then 
to go and be beastly to your 
neighbour." 

Without a return to prayer, 
the millennium celebrations 
would be meaningless. “There 
will be lots of street parties. 



Cardinal Hume, who said: “It is very difficult to be a praying person then go and be beastly to your neighbour” 


lots of celebration of the 
Dome. But if we are going to 
celebrate the year 2000 prop¬ 
erly. we have got to go into the 
21st century different people, 
changed people. 

“The celebration of the year 
2000. if it does not mean that 
minds and hearts are touched 
in some way by the Holy 


Spirit, if we are not open, then 
h is going to be an empty 
celebration." 

Cardinal Hume added: 
“There is in society a search 
for values. This is an opportu¬ 
nity that must not be missed." 

He said it was significant 
that Westminster Cathedral 
had been more than three- 


quarters foil for weekly spiri¬ 
tual talks delivered during 
Lent. He was also struck by 
how many people in Hyde 
Park joined in the Lord’s 
Prayer during the funeral of 
the Princess. 

He said: "There are a lot of 
people who want to know 
about prayer. The book of 


Basil in Blunderland has sold 
well. But a book does not 
reach that very considerable 
number of people who do not 
read but are quite happy to 
look at videos. We have to use 
these means now to preach." 

The 52-minute video costs 
112.99 from high street 
stockists. 
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NEWS 9 


THE SUNDAYTIMES 


BENAZIR’S 

BOOTY 



Britain was always 
Benazir Bhutto's 
safe haven. Will it 
now prove her 
undoing? Tomorrow, 
The Sunday Times 
unravels a secret, 
multi-million-pound 
network of British 
properties, offshore 
companies and bank 
accounts that may 
ruin her... 
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TTTt? TIMES SA* UKUAI ATK1L 11 lgttj 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST IN LAUNDRY, DISHWASHERS AND REFRIGERATION 




KXCI.il SI VH 


IRON 


/Isk in-store for details 


HOTPOINT 

1100 Spin 'Aquarius' 
Washing Machine 
Available in Polar White, 

Linen, Mercury, Ice Blue, 

Lilac or Pistachio Green. 

Model WM63. 

Price Excluding Trade-in £429.99. 

10 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

TRADE-IN PRICE 

£38999 


EXCLUSIVE 


PAN SET 



*w; '’ A *i. / l '. ..i. 


S', 



.V .'’****»'*" ?.) 






bai b ar 




I’rT.'ZZ i *^~7T7~ tr^u. 

llf-l —I.U1 


;T air. 





EASTER EXTRA 



EASTER EXTRA 

TeWi 


EASTER EXTR A 


k| 


SAVE 



C,*! - rr. ■ - - ^ 

ilillO 




£80 


LOWEST EVER PRICE ^LOWEST EVER PRICE 



FREEZERS 

SAVE^lOO 


a* 


(6 months! 

INTEREST 


FREE 


BOSCH 

3A cu.ft_ Upright Freezer 

■ Super fast freezing. 


■ 4-star rating. 
Model CSL 1202. 


CURRYS PRICE 


] LOWEST EVER PRICE 

BKjg^ 

rA ll.'d 111 iTi'l I J i ■' i 4s...L^ I ;•! 


HOTPOINT looo sph. 

washing Machine 
Model WM62. Price 
Excluding Trade-In 


aSiSSgiE-^BEC 


WASHER DRYERS 

SAVE ,tOO 



LOWEST 


EVER PRICE 


CURRYS PRICE 

£24999 


TUMBLE 

DRYERS 

SAVE i E <50 



BOSCH 95 cu.fi. Fridge Frew 

■ Auto defrost in 
fridge. 

■ Adjusts We safety 
glass shelves. 

Model KGV2G04. 


HOTPOINT 

12.0 cult Mistral Plus Frost-free 
Fridge Freezer 

■ Aho avataUe in Ounnd, Ftame Red 
or|knwid)i 

■ 72 cutt. deep door (ridge - hoi * 6-pacta. 

CURRYS PRICE 

TASMIN GREEN. _ ' ” 

Was £64959. FRA 

ssa- £399.99 


HOTPOINT HUodL Fridge Freezer 
Model RK3P- nice ■PVVflMCBiBfl 
Excluding Trade-In ■Nljl ^AA 
£439.99. ( MONTHS Uk|J| f Vf'f fflfl 
■reffiSTHlgOPnOW 
■3:H«»wea«M Ask for details 


SERV1S 125 cult. Stver Fridge Freezer 
Glass shelves. BT^luiima 
Model M7864S. Fif|| AAA 

Price Excluding M r K»W a 

Trade-In £439.99. 

S MONTHS WTBSST FRS 0PT10II* 


ZANUSSI 8J QLft. Frost-free 
Fridge Freezer KM uhmysubct 

■ Storage guide. VT1 4)A 

■ Reversible doors. Elf II Ifb| 

Model ZFK4W52H- 

was £479.99 .6 mouths wraasT Bff oenow* 

BOSCH It.t aUt Frost-Free 

■ lUfflgjlcowrePiiicfi 

■ Auto-defrost in [jUUs 

Mode?KGU3102. 



EASTER EXTRA 


NOVA S COTIA 

35 at-ft. Kfl A 
Chest Freezer Wjt III rj 
Compact size. HM—iS 

Model 0=380. In-stote Price £10959. 


LEC 

3.7 cu.1t. 
Upright Freezer 
Model UI05. 
Was £24959. 


FRIGIDAIRE_ 

I 45 cu. 1 t ■maunnna 

Chest freezer PPW AM 

Model FC1407. R|l|I|l(/|Md 

Was 08959. Illii lwwl1 l 

6 MONTHS INISIE5T HtBE OPnOH* 


HOTPOINT 4Jra.it Upright Preeat 
Fan freeze section. 

Model RZIG3 ■Vlll AlA 

POLAR WHITE iajf/tlHM 

Price Excluding HBHisSQ 

Trade-in DM.99. SMWnfi WISEST* »*r 


DISHWASHERS 

SAVE e 5 Q 



LOWEST EVER PRICE 


EASTER EXTRA 



£« ESI 







OPTION* 

LOWEST EVER PRICE 

VOUCHER PRICE 


£36999 


tl TT TT , 1 


HOTPOINT 110 C Spin ‘Aquarius 1 

Washer Dryer MW^■"flu'Tilli' 
Model WD61. Price Mill | M 
Excluding Trade-in IkkldldMag 
£48959 10 MONTHS 
MBEST MS OPTIOII* 


EASTER 


EASTER EXTRA 

5 jfgi] 


U. m 


TRICITY 

BENDIX 

Full Size Dishwasher 

■ 4 programmes. 

■ Adjustable upper 
basket. 

Model DH101. 

In-store Price £299.99. 


FRIDGES 

SAVE ?s e 30 


l H.ViMP.'iTi 



WHITE KNIGHT 

linrmiribte Dryer 

■ 2 heat settings 

■ 120 minute timer. 

Model 412. 


<. >•> : *" : >£ - : iii-Ya 

*'Tiy '• r '*'4 4~?jtv:5 


FREE OPTION* 




CURRYS PRICE 

£249.99 



HOTPOINT 

4.9 cu.ft Fridge 

m Adjustable shelves. 

■ Shaped salad crisper. 
Model RS03P. 

Was 0*939. 

Was £159.99. 



SAVE H 

£201 


CURRYS PRICE 

£14999 



EASTER 


SAVE A TOTAL OF 

£ 70 


EASTER 


BOSCH 1000 Spin Washer Dryer 

■ 12 programmes. fUjyuy cams fine 

■ Sett-at^tBtmg ||§|Jg Cftft 
water ineL 

Mode) WVF2000. ■***!■ WW 


LOWEST 


HOOVER 

11lb Thmbta Dryre 
Rerem tumble action. 

Model SV23. 

Wat £23959. hn-ttore Price £199.99. 


BOSCH 

Fu8 Size 
Dish writer 

■ 5 programmes. 

■ 12 place settings. 
Model SGSS002. 


EASTER 


FRIGlDAI 

SAcuit 


HOTPOINT 45ol1l Larder I 

■ Adjustable shelves. 

■ Shaped Salad VTl 4P 

crisper. VYJIJ 

Model RL03P. IU4i" 

Was £WW9. Was £169.99 


EASTER 


HOOVER 

7-6 cu.fL 


ON THE SPOT 


Find a lower price for the same product 
and offer, complete, new, boxed and in 
stock in a local shop within 7 days of 
purchase and Wei match it 

WEIL NEVER BE BEATEN 



Currys 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

HCme ' 

^naare licensed credit broken. Ask in-store for details. 


aOTlECFIS- 
I FREE OPTION CN 
SELECTED rRCOUCTS 


Acoxart is Interest free K repaid in fufl before 

(or with) 6th, 9tb, RMh or 12th monthly iHiaynent 

to the period stated wfth the product See aur’How AWoris 1 

in-store for details. Example based on Cash Price of £49959. 


20% deposit erf £9199.12 monthly paymarts 
of £1323. Balance of Q3754 before 
(or with) tiie 12& montfily repayment 
total amount payable £49191 MHETmL 


3ft deposit of £9939. 

48 monthly repayments 

of Hia total amoont 

payable 04941 


APR295Z 


For tan vafaes £1000 and ow oMbni deposit is 10«. Sited to statas 
when yon opmaCmys Premier Wvant^toxzit Written oafit 
qtxmion5 aualable on squest franc Dept NOAK, Mgytands Awnuct, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts IK 7TS.tflimlanBiMEl be 18 or wt 21 ki H hpbwi} 


WATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 
SPECIALS) 
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* Goodwood puts 
accent on chic 


GILL ALLEN 



jC 


£s: 


By Marcus Binney 

RESTORED Regency interi¬ 
ors availing those at Windsor 
Castle go on show this week¬ 
end at Goodwood House in 
Sussex. The work began when 
the 10th Duke of Richmond 
handed over the running of 
the 12,000-acre estate to'his 
son, the Earl of March and 
Kinrara, who gave up a career 
as an advertising photogra¬ 
pher to devote himself to it. 

lord March, an indefatiga¬ 
ble worker, learnt earlier this 
week that the Sevres porcelain 
cabinets could not be* ready in 
rime for the preview, “it just 
cam be done." he was told. “It 
can." Lord March replied, and 
stayed up all night to finish the 
room himself. 

From Regency times, the 
lifeblood of Goodwood has 
been not hunting, shooting 
and fishing, but racing and 
Parisian chic. It stems from 
the fact that the 1st Duke was 
the son of Charles II and his 
Breton mistress, Louise de 
Keroualle. “The dukes spoke 
perfect French, so. in matters 
of fashion, they were a step 
ahead of everyone," Rosemary 
Baird, the curator, said. 

While Ambassador to 
France, the 3rd Duke bought 
pan of a set of Gobelins 
tapestries made for Louis XV. 
His tapestry drawing room 
has been the scene of more 
Privy Council meetings than 
any other private house. 

Nearly 200 Old Masters in 
the public rooms have been re¬ 
hung under the guidance of 
Alec Cobbe, including master¬ 
pieces by Stubbs and Canalet¬ 
to and magnificent family 
portraits by Reynolds. Rom¬ 
ney. Ramsay. Lely. Lawrence 
and Kneller. 

The great revelation has 
been the rediscovery of the 
original yellow scagliola mar¬ 
bling of the Egyptian dining 
room beneath ten coats of 
paint- Designed by the archi¬ 
tect James Wyatt in 1802, this 
was one of the first Egyptian 
rooms in England, but had 
been painted over in 1906. 
Missing Egyptian details have 


V 







I r r 


E 




been taken from illustrations 
made by the artists who 
accompanied Napoleon on his 
Egyptian campaign in 1798 
which the 3rd Duke had been 
the first to acquire and use. 
Now rt is lit by flaming torches 
which are actually pieces of 
silk lit by coloured filters and 
kept fluttering by fans. 

The ballroom at Goodwood 
is now rehung. Grand Tour- 
style, with pictures in double 
rows after a sketch by the 3rd 
Duke. Pride of place is given to 
a magnificent Van Dyck of 
Charles 1 and his family, 
which Oliver Cromwell had 
sold and the Duke brought 
back from Paris during the 
French Revolution. Smuggled 
out in a barge, the ornate 
frame still bears the marks of 
rough handling. 

The Supper Room is hung 
with Scottish scenes recalling 
that the 5th Duke inherited the 
Gordon lands (said to com¬ 
prise one sixth of Scotland), 
prompting Queen Victoria to 
recreate the dukedom of Gor¬ 
don for the 6th Duke. 

Having launched the popu¬ 
lar Goodwood Festival of 
Speed, Lord March plans this 
September to reopen Good¬ 
wood'S motor-racing circuit, 
closed in 1966 for safety rea¬ 
sons. Newly improved, it will 
reopen 50 years to die day 
after his grandfather inaugu¬ 
rated it in 1948. 

□ Goodwood House mil be 
open tomorrow and Monday. 
Information on 01243 755000 


Marriage? Fine, but 
your castle or mine? 









Jeremy Turner and his bride. Lisa, at Pendennis Castle 


TWO castles ended centuries 
or friendly rivalry yesterday 
when their keepers married 
(Tim Jones writes). The bride¬ 
groom was Jeremy Turner, 
47 . head custodian at 
Pendennis Castle on the west¬ 
ern bank of the River FaJ at 
Falmouth. ComwaJL Lisa 
Cooper, his bride is deputy 
head custodian at St Mawes 
Castle across the river. 

The couple who met three 
vears ago- had a dvil ceremo¬ 


ny at Pendennis Castle walk¬ 
ing under an arch of swords 
held by a guard of honour 
dressed In Tudor and Stuart 
costumes. The castles, now 
owned by English Heritage 
were built in 1543 to guard 
against the French. Pen¬ 
dennis was strengthened 
under Elizabeth I and with¬ 
stood a five-month siege in the 
Civil War, becoming the pen¬ 
ultimate royalist garrison to 
surrender on the mainland. 


Breathing Space. 


(Don’t take it for granted) 
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Lord March in the ballroom which has been rehung in Grand Tour style. The dining room at Goodwood, left, is “lit" by lamps with simulated flames 


Going on a long 

journey? 
Take a short trip 
to Halfords. 
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Halfords Steering 
Wheel Shield. 

AW £49.99 

Save £20 
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Halfords 4501 Roof Box. 
sm&r £129.99 Save £20 
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CALL 0346 626 625 FOR YOUR NEARE5T SUPERSTORE. SUPERSTORES OPEN 9AM-8PM WEEKDAYS. 9AM-6PM WEEKENDS. CHECK HIGH STREET STORE TIMES LOCALLY. PRICES CORRECT AT 
TIME OF GOING TO PRES5. OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. ‘FROM 3-13 APRIL INCLUSIVE. PROOUCTS SHOWN NOT NECESSARILY AS QUOTED. 


Halfords High Mount 
Cycle Carrier. Carries up to 3 cycles. 

OAm £59.99Save £10 . 
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PCWORLD 

THE COMPU TER SUPERSTORE 

233MHz PC 

free Banner 

FREE ffilNTER 


PACKARD BELL ONLY 

200MHz Intel Pentium ■ Processor a 

with MMX™ Technology. ^flj 

16Mb EDO RAM, 2.1Gb Hard Disk. 256k^ M ^^1 

Cache. 20 x Multimedia with speakers, r M 

2Mb PG Graphics. 14" SVGA Monitor. T S | 

FREE OVER £1000 WORTH OF ■ 

SOFTWARES 

MODEL: 9030. 




9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION.* 



Scan m 
photographs 
or text 





Print oat in 
superb definition 
colour 




233MHz Intel Pmtmnr Processor 
with MMX™ Tedmotogy. 

16Mb SDRAM. 2.1Gb Hard 
Disk. 5 12k Cache Memory. 

24 x Multimedia. 2Mb Graphics. 
33.6K Data/Fax modem. 

Indudes Works, Tomb 
Raider SE and 4 other top . 
software tides. 

MODEL: ActosP233MMX 



HEWLETT PACKARD 

233MHz Intel Pentium® Processor 
with MMX™ Technology. 

32Mb SDRAM. 32Gb Hard Disk. 24 x Multimedia. 
2Mb 3D Graphics. 33.6k modem. Over 16 top 
software titles including MS Works, MS Money '97 
and MS Encarta '98. 

MODEL: Pavilion 3250. 
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9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION: 


HEWLETT PACKARD 
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SAVE £40- 












MUST END MONDAY 

HEWLETT PACKARD 


SAVE 
£40 

MUST END MONDAY 



Colour Inkjet Printer 

Up to 600 x 600 dpi resolution. 
Up to 8 pages per minute (black). 
7 pages per minute (colour). 
Photo quality printing on 
plain paper. 

Was E23STT229. 

MODEL Deskiet 720c 




CANON 

Colour InMet Printer 
with Fufl Colour 
Scanner. 

Up to 720 x 360 dpi 
resolution. Up to 4JS pages 
per minute (black). Scan 
images in full colour at up 
to 360 dpi resolution. 
MODEL: BJC4300 +Scan. 
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Odour Photo Printer. 

Print superb quafity photos 
at home Mthout me need 
for a darkroom. Prints 4 ’t F 
and up to A4 size. Indudes 
LivePn software. 

4 Was E2S». E269. 

MODEL Styire Photo. 


PACKARD BELL 

233MHz Md Pentium* 

Processor with MMX™ Technology 

32Mb SDRAM. 43Gb Hard Disk. 256k Cache 
Memory. 24 x mutiimedBa with leakers and 
subwoofer. 2Mb 3D Graphics. 14* SVGA monitor. 


Total Separate Selling Price E1404.99 

MODEL Ms* 25 
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SAVE OVER £100 



OPEN EVERY 
DAY EXCEPT 
EASTER SUNDAY 
{SCOTLAND OPEN 
EVERYDAY) 


T HF. TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 11 iq q» 


3 14 I 


FROM £399 
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Handheld Computer 

4Mb Memory- Bad* touch sensitive screen. Digital 
Dictaphone, word Processor and spreadsheet 
(Windows '95 compatible) and sketching program. 

V13L_ 5 - AW& 


LATEST GAMES 

SOFTWARE 

pllElSISpllll! 

SOUGt AS . ADAMS' 




STARSHIP 

TITANIC 

An incredible new 
interactive adventure 
from Douglas Adams, 
creator of Hitchhiker's 
Guide To The Galaxy set 
aboard the Starship 
Titanic, the ship that 
can't possibly go wrong. 
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STAR WARS 
SUPREMACY 



STARCRAFT 

Engay ins deafly mi« ol 


Attempt to 
conquer the 

Star Wan galaxy, f 

:34.99s 

assaub and awert base 
■AreknoyDUseeklo . 
conquer the gatar 1 

:34.99s 

SRIKES 


: 

'sf' K v 

* • <• .. 

Patented direct drive 
technology and built-in 
resistance steering make 
this the most authentic 
Formula 1 wheel and 
pedal system ever. Buy 
now, and the official 

Grand Pirix game Formula 

1 '97isyouis. 
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ORCHID RIGHTEOUS CREOT1W LABS VOODOO 1 

3D GRAPHICS CARD 3D GRAPHICS CARD 
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hdudK tiiai versions of Motoraca, Htlfcendfr, 12J* C^ Oebv^a phowmenal 

fctuaSotret Wa4EJ5ffEJ49rt129. 3 mifion tnangte per second. 
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REFERENCE SOFTWARE 


NEW TITLES 
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Microsoft^ 
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The complete British Reference, 
collection for home learning 
comprising: 

• Encarta 98 Encyclopedia Deluxe - 

• Encarta 98 World Atlas 

• Bookshelf: British Reference 
Collection. 


IQ <99 





MY PERSONAL 


NEW 
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encyclopedia 

BRTEANNICA98 

The world famous — ^ — 

ultimate reference .1 |C 

^ £U3 
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| SPREAD THE COST WITH 48 

2i_MONTHLY PAYMENTS 

E noafipal eranifte. Cash pro £ 1500. No 

deroaL n ironWy pjmencfl £5Q71.BalaxHi3f 

Q42.i9Dbep*d bekncrwth iMipBwnotfft 

merKifericay E1500 

Typical sample- If balance B m «nied before Bie 

1J month opaon penod Cash pnoe El 501 
« monthly payrTKirrsol £5071. MVCIS 

Tjld amcurt pMd E2454D8. EhCH 
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WSED ONCURR0IT5EUJNG miCS OF ACTUAL OR EOLUVALENT TITLES (EXCLUDING DISKS & RUN UALS FOR ntEHAWS SOfTWARE). ‘THIS PW30UCTIS LAUNCHffl OCLUSIVEUr BY DSC REDUL LTD. THE INTO. INSIDE LOGO, PENTIUM AND MUX ARE REGISTEMn nunAu^r ___ 

ALL PHCESINOJUDEVU. WRITTBI CREDIT QUOKnONSfflMIlABLE ON REQUEST FROMsDEFLMWPCVIl MWLWMMW0JUE, HEMEL HBMPSTE^W27TC. raciSTERED TRADfilMRKS OF THE INTEL CORPORATION. 
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DAVID HOWELLS 


Homeless dancer rescued from the streets with frostbitten toes looks back on the Fonteyn of his youth 


Margot’s magic recalled 
by black ballet pioneer 


i STASSHIP 
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BEAUTIFUL decoys are the way 
Jerry Palace, seen above on the 
streets of New York with two of his 
teasing assistants, claims to have 
caught more than 1.000 cheating 
husbands. So I sought out his 
professional opinion on the Presi- 
denl’s sex life, which still dominates 
conversation here. 

# Mr Palace's Cbeck-a-Mate detec¬ 
tive agency has earned notoriety in 
America for charging $125 (£75) an 
hour (five hours minimum) to «*««< 


Cheat buster puts 
money on Starr 

attractive decoys in pursuit of would- 
be lover boys. The decoys are wired 
for sound and record their victims 
dying to chat them up. The tapes are 
then delivered to dients — suspicious 
wives or girlfriends. It all sounds so 
much like Linda Tripp's surrepti¬ 
tious taping of Monica Lewinsky, the 


alleged mistress of Bill Clinton, for 
Kenneth Starr, the independent 
counsel, that I felt sure Mr Palace 
would give me the low-down. 

The hard-boiled former homicide 
detective had nothing but praise for 
Ms Tripp's covert action: “If I were a 
betting man. and I am. I would say 
there is definitely something there 
and irs being protected pretty well,” 
he said. Mr Palace had just returned 
Grom Hollywood, where he is explor¬ 
ing a movie deal about his work. 


ARTHUR Beil's 
once-famous 
toes were suffer¬ 
ing from frost¬ 
bite when he 
was picked up 
recently by two 
ambulancemen 
who saw him 
stumbling off a 
pavement in 
Brooklyn. The elderly and dis¬ 
orient homeless man was 
taken to a city hospital, where he 
was identified from his social 
security card. Soon, however, he 
was beguiling the orderlies with 
tales of his life as a ballet dancer 
in London. Paris and New York, 
and how he once went on stage 
with Margot Fonteyn. 

Although the emergency room 
of any New York hospital is full 
of people who claim to be the 
King of Spain. Mr Bell's memo¬ 
ries turned out not to be the 
ravings of a deluded mart. Now 
71, the frail patient was once a 
dancing pioneer who became the 
first black person to perform 
with the New York City Ballet. 
He was chosen as a guest soloist 
by Sir Frederick Ashton, the 


JAMES BONE'S 

NEW YORK 



British choreographer, to dance 
for the company’s 1950 world 
premiere of Hluminations. 
based on the poetry of Arthur 
Rimbaud Even now. as a wrin¬ 
kled old man subsisting on 
government handouts, he can 
still hum every note of Benjamin 
Britten's music for the piece. 

The eldest of a Southern 
preacher's nine children. Mr 
Bell's odyssey could be a ballet 
on its own. At a time when black 
people were largely excluded 
from big ballet companies, he 
jumped on a Greyhound bus to 
liberal New York and. while 
working in a dress warehouse, 
attended classes. While rehears¬ 
ing for Illuminations. Mr Bell 
limbered up on stage with 
Fonteyn, who was appearing in 


a New York pro¬ 
duction of Sleep¬ 
ing Beauty by 
the Royal Ballet, 
which Sir Fred¬ 
erick ran. “She 
was a great trea¬ 
sure." he recalls. 
“1 have never 
been the same 
since." Mr Bell 
moved to Paris in the early 1950s. 
He gave up dandng as he 
approached -10 and returned to 
New York, where he did clerical 
jobs until about six years ago. 
He now lives on a pension of 
$400 (£240) a month, and cannot 
recall how he became homeless. 
□ / spent the weekend at Ian 
Schrager’s Delano Hotel on 
Miami's South Beach, a fa¬ 
voured retreat for sun-starved 
New Yorkers. What a culture 
shock. The severe minimalist 
Philip Starck interiors / could 
deal with. What I couldn’t 
handle was the topless sunbath- 
ers with breast implants chat¬ 
ting incessantly on their cell¬ 
phones as they (the sunbathers. I 
mean) floated in the pool all 
dav. 



Bed: has not lost his 
memories of career 


One for the road 
leads to $12m suit 


ELAINE KAUFMAN, the so¬ 
ciety saloon keeper, is mar¬ 
shalling her celebrity sup¬ 
porters to fight allegations 
rhat she clawed a customer 
who refused to buy a drink. 

Ms Kaufman was dragged 
away by police from her 
legendary bar, Elaine’s, on the 
Jpper East Side after atjjuing 
with an Arkansan and his date 
(who had moved to the city 
Frum California just the day 
before) when they ordered one 
drink between them — a $6 
(E3.60) gin and tonic — 
because the man was driving. 

“She asked if the problem 
was that I didn’t have enough 
money.” said Jim Sorrels. 49. 
"Then she called us ‘white 
trash'." When he politely told 
her that she was acting “like a 
pig", the 69-year-old grande 
dame allegedly scratched him 
down the cheek. “He could 
have had a knife or some¬ 
thing." she said. Mr Sorrels is 
suing for $12 million. 

□ A New York comedy dub 
held a competition for funni¬ 
est gay person. "Think of a 
world populated exclusively by 
gay men," suggested a contes¬ 
tant. Tom Ravine. "For exam¬ 
ple. if directory assistance 
were staffed entirely by gay 
•ncn.you would get operators 
.lying things like, ‘You want 
ihe number for Nobu? Puh- 
lease. that restaurant is so 
iwo-weeks-ago\” 

□ My local gym has started 
offering "Firefighter Aero- 
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bics". Eric Torres, from the 
fire station, puts the fitness 
freaks through their paces 
with the equivalent of fire¬ 
man's basic training. 

Moves include carrying a 
heavy hose, ladder-climbing 
and wielding an axe to break 
down doors. Mr Torres plays 
a tape of a real emergency call 
to give the session a sense of 
urgency. 
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The Sale of Excellence 

BOSCH 



What a 
performance ! 

6 ‘A’ Rated 
Washing Machines 


J 


Economical and Superior 'A 1 Rated Wash 
Performance at competitive prices. 
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What is ‘A’ Rated 
Wash Performance 


This is the best achievable wash performance 
from a washing machine according to the 
stringent EEC test procedure. 

So how have Bosch managed to attain an 
‘A’ rating for wash performance on so 
many machines 

1. The intensity and movement of the 
laundry throughout the wash action 

2. The drum rotation and drum speed 

3. Unique paddles to both agitate and 
shower the laundry 

4. Holes in the back, as well as the 
sides, of the drum ~ 

5. Fuzzy Logic control 

All these features combined together means 
Bosch can bring you the best posable wash 
results for your laundry. 

** Not available on WOK 2001 


WFF2001 


washing machine 
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'3D' AquaSpa 
wash system 
(uses less water 
and electricity) 
Electronically 
controlled through 
Premium Fuzzy Logic 
1000 maximum spin speed 
6 stage spin speed 
selector 

21 wash programmes 
Short wash 
Rinse hold option 
Very quiet operation 
Soffline design 




WFP 3201 ‘Aqua Tech' 
washing machine 


A 

Efe, 



WFK2801 
washing machine 


The UK’s First Fuzzy 
Logic Top Loader 


W* l. 


'3D' AquaSpa wash 
system (uses less water 
and electricity) 
Electronically controlled 
through Premium Fuzzy 
Logic 

1400 maximum spin 
speed 

6 stage spin speed 
selector 

21 wash programmes 
Short wash 
Time delay 1-19 hours 
Very quiet operation 
Remaining time indicator 
Soffline design 


WOK 2001 top loader 
washing machine 
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WFF1401 
washing machine 
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Duo AquaSpa wash 
system 
Electronically 
controlled through 
Fuzzy Logic 
1200 maximum spin 
speed 

Spin speed button for 
reducing spin speed 
Colour coded fascia for 
ease of use 
16 wash programmes 
Rinse hold option 
Quiet operation 
Soffline design 



■ Only 45cm wide 

• Wash and shower syster 

■ Electronically controlled 
through Fuzzy Logic \ 

• 1000 maximum spin speed' 1 

• 6 stage spin speed selector 1 

• Time delay 1-19 hours 

• 13 wash programmes 

■ Rinse hold option 

• Quiet operation 

• Soffline design 

■ 5kg capacity 


WFF1201 washing machine 



» ‘3D 1 AquaSpa wash system (uses less 
water and electricity) 

• AquaTech sensor for optimum rinse 
results 

• Electronically controlled through 
Premium Fuzzy Logic 

• 1550 maximum spin speed 

• 6 stage spin speed selector 

• Stainless steel porthole door trim 

• 22 wash programmes 

• Short wash 

• Time delay 1-19 hours 

• Extremely quiet operation 
■ Remaining time indicator 

• Soffline design 


A 

MCA 


B 

Mnm 


Qfclenoi 


Duo AquaSpa wash 
system 

Electronically controlled 
through Fuzzy Logic 
1000 maximum spin speed 
Spin speed button for 
reducing spin speed 
Colour coded fascia for 
ease of use 
16 wash programmes 
Rinse hold option 
Quiet operation 
Soffline design 



This mandatory^, 
scheme r^«r9’ 

was ‘ 

introduced 
I to otter 
consumers a 
standardised 
method of 
choosing the 
most energy 
efficient 

appliances which 
also offer good 
performance as 
well. Bosch 
welcomes this 
scheme as we have \^., 
consistently aimed for 
| the lowest possfole 
consumption rates 
whilst maintaining excellent wash results, 


OS 6 
' *** 


* Prices shown are manufacturers suggested seffing prices between 1st April 1998 and 30th April 1998. Prices may vary from store to store. 


BOSCH 

Excellence comes as standard 


Available from leading department stores and major electrical retailers. 

For further information please call for free brochure and local stockist list on 01233 21 1500 (24 hours 7 days a week). 
Robert Bosch Domestic Appliances, Grand Union House, Old Wolverton Road, Wolverton. Milton Keynes MK12 5PT. 
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‘Misguided’ pilgrims mark Christ’s final journey in streets of Jerusalem 

O XT O _ Ano mosoue. were held back 


From Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

THOUSANDS of Christians who 
flocked to Jerusalem yesterday to 
follow in the footsieps of Christ on 
his way to Gethsemane may have 
taken the wrong route. 

Jerusalem's leading Bible schol¬ 
ar. Jerome Murphy-O’Connor of 
the Ecole Biblique. disputes that 
the route taken annually by Good 
Friday pilgrims along the Stations 


of the Cross and Via Dolorosa has 
any connection to the path Jesus 
took to his Crucifixion. 

According to the Irish-born 
scholar, author of the main mod¬ 
ern archaeological guide to the 
Holy Land. Jerusalem was not 
built up to nearly the supposed 
level at the time, and evidence 
indicates that Jesus went in a 
different direction. 

The Christians who began fol¬ 
lowing the prayer route of 14th- 


century Franciscan friars “were 
more interested in piety than 
history", said Father Murphy- 
O’Connor, who adds that it is 
probable Pontius Pilate con¬ 
demned Jesus to death on the other 
side of the city. 

Father Murpby-O'Connor regu¬ 
larly guides visiting diplomats and 
statesmen on biblical walks 
through the Jerusalem area. He 
said that, approaching the millen¬ 
nium. the route taken by yester¬ 


day's procession was sanctified by 
tradition. “And you do get the 
same experience of walking in a 
narrow street, being jostled 
around by the crowd." 

Yesterday's event — led by an 
elderly man in a loincloth, with a 
crown of thorns and a heavy cross 
on his shoulder ■— was held in a 
heatwave. The faithful made their 
way under the eyes of Israeli 
soldiers cradling assault rifles, 
whose presence had been boosted 


after a fresh warning of terror 
attacks following the assassination 
last week of Hamas’s master 
bombmaker, Muhyideen al- 
Sharif. 

The procession’s leader had red 
paint dripping from the “wound" 
caused by the thorns. “Jesus needs 
your help. Who is going to help 
him?" another pilgrim dressed as a 
Roman soldier shouted. His words 
echoed through the narrow alleys 
of the Old City, annexed by Israel 


after Us capture from Jordan in the 

1967 war. . . . c . . 

-The Old City is beautiful. I 
cannot describe it. It Is like Jesu * 
walking among us- But it is sad 
that the people of Jerusalem are 
suffering like Jesus." said George 
Constantin os. 63, from ihe Greek 
island of Rhodes as he wiped tears 
from his eyes. He was referring to 
the Palestinian inhabitants of east 
Jerusalem, many of whom._ on 
their way to pray in Jerusalem s Ai 


Jesus had AB blood, 
says shroud expert 


A SCIENTIST in Turin 
claimed yesterday to have 
identified Jesus’s blood group 
as AB after tests on the Turin 
Shroud, which many continue 
to believe is Christ’s burial 
doth. 

Pierluigi Baima Bollone, 
professor of Forensic Medi¬ 
cine at Turin University, said 
the blood tests were revealed 
in his new book. The Shroud: 
The Proof [Sindone: La 
Provo), to be published by 
Mondadori next week. 

The shroud, which carbon¬ 
dating tests have suggested is 
a medieval fake, goes on show 
next Saturday at Turin Cathe¬ 
dral for the first time in 20 
years. Already 700,000 tele¬ 
phone bookings have been 
made to see the shroud, which 
wiU be displayed for 65 days 
before being rolled up again 
and stored in a new fire-and- 
bomb-proof container. It has 
survived several blazes since 
its existence was first recorded 
in France in the 14th century, 
and was saved from a mysteri¬ 
ous blaze at Turin Cathedral a 
year ago. 

Photographic negatives of 
the cloth in 1898 revealed the 
image of a man bearing the 
marks of crucifixion. Carbon- 



dating tests carried out in 1988 
showed that the cloth dated 
from the 13th or 14th centuries. 
But shroud scholars, known 
as sindonologists. continue to 
argue that the carbon daring 
was flawed, and that no 
medieval forger could either 
have faked the Crucifixion 
details so accurately or antici¬ 
pated the invention of 
photography. 

Professor Bollone, who 
heads the International Centre 
of Sindonology in Turin, said 
the image showed the marks 
of nails through the wrists and 
not through the palms, which 


Richard Owen 

in Rome looks 
at new claims 
surrounding 
DNA and stains 
found on Turin 
‘burial cloth’ 

was consistent with Roman 
practice, although a medieval 
faker would probably not have 
known this. He said it was still 
not known how the image was 
formed. But there were traces 
of DNA — a claim also made 
recently by the author Ian 
Wilson — and there was “AB 
human blood". 

He said it was striking that 
there was no image beneath 
the blood stains, “from which 
we can deduce that the image 
was formed after the bleeding 
occurred". This would bolster 
the theory that the man bled 
because he was “subjected to a 


series of traumas which 
caused his death", in the case 
of Jesus, flagellation was fol¬ 
lowed by the Crucifixion. 

Panorama magazine said 
the shroud remained “the 
most disconcerting archaeo¬ 
logical find of all time". It said 
that, although some scholars 
believed the man on the 
shroud was too tall to have 
been a lst-century Palestinian, 
the doth contained pollen 
from plants known to have 
existed in Palestine at that 
time. The Pbpe, who will visit 
the shroud next month, has 
described it as “an object 
worthy of veneration" but has 
stopped short of declaring it 
genuine. 

The pontiff yesterday led the 
traditional Good Friday Sta¬ 
tions of the Cross service, 
carrying a wooden cross 
around the Colosseum, the site 
of early Christian martyrdom 
in ancient Rome. Six women 
representing five continents 
helped the ailing 76-year-old 
Pope to carry the cross. 

□ Reservations to see the 
shroud can be made by call¬ 
ing freephone 0S00 967951. 
Tickets are free . 

Weekend, page l 



Vincent Slew. Taiwan’s Prime Minister, admires a replica of the Brussels 
Manneken Pis with Mr Stew’s own head given to him by a right-wing MP 


Aqsa mosque, were held back by 
Israeli troops as the procession 

passed. 

In another pan of the Old Gty. a 
leading Israeli archaeologist 
claimed to have uncovered the 
main road that Jesus took when he 
visited the Jewish Temple. “Visj- 
rors will be able to walk on the 
streets of Jerusalem as they were in 
Jesus's time." said Gideon Avnl 
who disclosed that the site would 
be opened before 2000. 


Iranian 
women 
put the * 
boot in 

From Michall Tkeodoulou 

IN NICOSIA 

IRANIAN women have won 
the right to play football, 
despite the claims of indeoency 
by outraged hardliners. 

With football fever gripping 
Iran as the national team 
prepares to take on America in 
the World Cup. there is also 
mounting pressure to lift the 
ban on women attendiW 
men’s soccer matches. ** 
Such advances highlight the 
ferment in Iranian society 
after the election of President 
Khatami, a moderate cleric, 
last year. Bui the issue has 
been overshadowed by a bitter 
dispute over the detention on 
embezzlement charges of Teh¬ 
ran's popular Mayor. 
Gholamhossein Karbaschi. 
The row could prove a derisive 
turning point in the Islamic 
revolution. 

Mr Karbaschi’s supporters 
insist his arrest last weekend 
was a politically motivated act 
of revenge by the hardline 
judiciary to punish him for 
supporting Mr Khatami. The 
mayor's supporters thre^ 
ened to organise mass stra-T 
protests this week to free him 
from Tehran’s notorious Evin 
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Economic 
surge 
boosts US 
surplus 

From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 

AMERICA'S surging econo¬ 
my is likely to push the federal 
budget surplus in this finan¬ 
cial year to at least $50 billion 
(£30 billion), it was reported 
yesterday. 

Tax dollars are pouring into 
the US Treasury as Americans 
scramble to meet a deadline of 
next Wednesday for filing 
income-tax returns. The influx 
has been fuelled by low unem¬ 
ployment. the Wall Street 
boom and a cut in long-term 
capital gains taxes from 28 to 
20 per cent that was insisted 
on by Republicans last year. 

If the new projection proves 
to be right the target of 
reaching a balanced budget 
hammered out in a hard- 
fought agreement between 
President Clinton and the 
Republicans in July will have 
been beaten by four years. It 
would mark the first time 
since 1969 that the US Govern¬ 
ment had taken in more than 
it had spent 

The projection was said to 
come from an internal docu¬ 
ment of the Federal Reserve 
Board and was first reported 
by The Washington Post, al¬ 
though a statement from the 
beard cautioned that the size 
of the surplus remained 
highly uncertain. Both official 
and private estimates varied 
over a considerable range, but 
much more would be known 
in the next few weeks as tax 
returns were processed, the 
statement said. 

Anticipations of a hefty sur¬ 
plus are ratcheting up on 
several fronts. Earlier this 
week, the Congressional Bud¬ 
get Office increased its surplus 
prediction from $8 billion to 
$18 billion for the financial 
year ending next September 
30. Some private economists 
are forecasting that the sur¬ 
plus could soar to $75 billion. 


Barely defiant 
Duma delays 
Yeltsin choice 


From Robin Lodge 

IN MOSCOW - - 

THE State Duma made a 
show of defiance yesterday by 
rejecting President Yeltsin’s 
nominee for Prime Minister, 
but by a far smaller margin 
than expected, indicating his 
candidacy will eventually be 
approved. 

Sergei Kiriyenko. the 35- 
year-old former Energy Min¬ 
ister who has been" acting 
Prime Minister since Mr Yelt¬ 
sin dismissed his entire Gov¬ 
ernment last month, was 
backed by 143 deputies in the 
450-seat legislature with IS6 
voting against him. After¬ 
wards he said he was pleased 
and surprised to have received 
so much support in the first 
round, but regretted the for¬ 
mation of a new government 
would be further delayed. 

Mr Yeltsin immediately 
wrote to the Duma Speaker, 
Gennadi Seleznyov, reaffirm¬ 
ing Mr Kiriyenko's nomina¬ 
tion. The assembly has to vote 
again within seven days, if it 
rejects Mr Yeltsin’s choice 
three times it faces dissolution 
and new parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. Few believe it will come 
to that. 

The vote scarcely reflected 
the earlier debate's belliger¬ 
ence. when only one faction 
leader. Aleksandr Shokhin of 
Our Home is Russia, support¬ 
ed Mr Kiriyenko. He faced a 
barrage of questions from 
hostile deputies determined to 
expose his inexperience and 
lack of ability, but was calm, 
authoritative and painstaking¬ 
ly polite. He was also extreme¬ 
ly dull. 

But if the deputies were 
impressed by his knowledge 
and unflappability, they gave 
no sign in speeches after the 
question-and-answer session. 
One by one. they called for his 
rejection. Even Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the maverick ul- 



Kiriyenko: surprised at 

level of Duma support 

tra-nationalist who had said 
earlier that his Liberal Demo¬ 
cratic Party would support Mr 
Kiriyenko, spoke against him 
vehemently. 

His opposition was not. 
however, on grounds of youth 
or lack of experience, but 
because in his view Mr Kir¬ 
iyenko had reneged on wfctf 
Mr Zhirinovsky said was a 
pledge by Mr Yeltsin Co in¬ 
clude Liberal Democrat mem¬ 
bers in the next government. 
“He is being disloyal to thfc. 
President," he said. 

Mr Kiriyenko has yet to 
name his government, but is 
expected to do so next week. 
Yesterday he merely con¬ 
firmed reports that the acting 
Foreign, Interior. Defence and 
Finance Ministers — Yevgeni 
Primakov, Sergei Stepashin. 
Igor Sergeyev and Mikhail 
Zadornov — would keep their 
jobs in his Cabinet. All are 
acceptable to the Duma. 

Wisely he made no mention 
of more contentious personal¬ 
ities such as Boris Nemtsov, 
acting First Deputy Prime 
Minister, or his dismissed 
former colleague. Anatoli 
Chubais, reviled by almost 
every Duma member. He was 
also careful not to be nailed 
down on government policies. 


George Michael leaves refuge 


George Michael, far right, 
leaves his Beverly Hills home 
with an unidentified friend, 
the star's first public appear¬ 
ance since his arrest for 
“lewd conduct" in a Los 
Angeles park (Giles Whittdl 
writes). The pop singer 
braved a throng of reporters 
encamped outside the Mal¬ 
ibu home of David Geffen, 
the Dreamworks studio exec¬ 
utive and recording billion¬ 
aire. where he had taken 
refuge after' the events or 
Tuesday. The star bad a meal 
on Thursday night with two 
friends at Spago, a local 
restaurant. 
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Iraqis accused by 
UN of continuing 
anthrax cover-up 

By James Bone jn new york and Michael Binton. diplomatic editor 


NEWS 15 


MIKE PROVOST /RE 


THE United Nations has giv¬ 
en a warning that Iraq may be 
continuing to hide the scope of 
its biological warfare pro¬ 
gramme, despite Baghdad’s 
recent agreement to allow 
weapons inspectors into its 
presidential pai.ires. 

A UN report on the outcome 
of a week-long meeting be¬ 
tween Iraqi officials and a 
panel of international arms 
experts in Vienna last month 
says Baghdad's disclosures 
about its biological weapons 
are "incomplete and inad¬ 
equate". The report expresses 
concern that Iraq is hiding 
details of its production of the 
biological warfare agents an¬ 
thrax, botulinum toxin and 
afla toxin. and has failed to 
account for bombs designed to 
deliver the lethal agents. 

“Iraq has presented falsified 
or altered papers, accounts 
and material to conceal its 
offensive BW [biological war¬ 
fare] programme," the report 
says. "Since February 1996 


Iraq has not provided fur¬ 
ther documentation or plausi¬ 
ble explanations for many 
aspects of its BW programme. 
It is not certain whether 
deception with regard to some 
elements of the BW pro¬ 
gramme continues." 

The panel's conclusion vir¬ 
tually guarantees That the next 
six-monthly assessment of 
Baghdad's cooperation with 
UN weapons inspectors — due 
out in the coming days — will 
provide no grounds for easing 
UN sanctions. 

Diplomats predict that the 
six-monthly report will also 
detail problems during the 
inspection of President Sad¬ 
dam Hussein's eight presiden¬ 
tial palaces by combined 
teams of weapons inspectors 
and diplomats. During those 
visits. Iraqi officials objected 
to helicopter overflights of the 
sites and tried to impede 
access to certain documents. 

The Vienna-based Interna¬ 
tional Atomic Energy Agency, 



Baby rescued from 
tornado rubble 

New York: A nine-month-old baby, buried under a collapsed 
house, was found alive by rescuers after tornadoes swept 
through parts of southeast America, killing at least 42 people 
(Tunku Varadarajan writes). The baby, detected by a helicopter 
equipped with heat sensors, had spent nearly 24 hours in the 
debris of the home in Pleasant Grove, Alabama. 

The State took the brunt of the destruction, wrought by huge 
hailstones and winds of up to 250mph, and 32 people died there. 
President Clinton declared portions of Alabama and Georgia 
disaster areas. The National Weather Service said the tornado 
was F-5 — its most powerful rating. 

Paula Jones likely to appeal 

Washington: Paula Jones is expected to appeal against the 
dismissal of her sexual harassment lawsuit against President 
Clinton (Ian Brodie writes). She is expected to announce her 
derision at a press conference In Dallas on Thursday. An appeal 
would take the case to the federal Court of Appeal in St Louis, 
which is known for its conservative views. Lawyers consider that 
its judges are more likely to back Judge Susan Webber Wright, 
who summarily dismissed the case last week in Arkansas, than 
to grant Mrs Jones's request for a jury trial If Mrs Jones were to 
lose in St Louis, she could seek a Supreme Court ruling. 

Tourists hurt in park blast 

Istanbul: A bomb exploded in a park in the heart of Istanbul's 
tourist district, lightly wounding nine people including three 
foreigners. Turkish authorities said. There were no serious 
injuries. Authorities at the nearby Haseki Hospital said two 
Indians and a New Zealander were among those hurt in the 
blast, adding that the worst injury was a broken leg. A short 
stretch of cracked paving stone and strewn rubble were visible in 
the small park in Smtanahmet surrounded by cafes and 
museums of Istanbul's Byzantine and Ottoman past (Reuters) 

Greek Orthodox head dies 

The death at 85 of Archbishop Sera- 
pheim, left, head of the independent 
Orthodox Church of Greece, is expect¬ 
ed to open one of the most conservative 
churches in the Eastern Orthodox faith 
to a breath of modernisation (John Can- 
writes). Serapheim, a resistance fighter 
during the Second World War. was at 
its helm for 25 years, refusing to go 
despite ill health. He defended its inde¬ 
pendence from the state, having sanc¬ 
tioned democracy, but the Church 
made little intellectual progress. 

Thais deny deal on Pol Pot 

Bangkok: Thailand denied it had made any deal with America 
to capture Pol Pot, the former Khmer Rouge leader, but said the 
issue may have come up during regular buateraJ talks. A 
Foreign Ministry spokesman was responding to a New York 
Times report that President Clinton had ordered plans fo r his 
arrest, and that the Thai Government had suggested it would be 
willing to take Pol Pot into custody if America agreed to spirit 
him out of Thailand speedily. (Reuters) 

Vote victory for Pinochet 

Valparaiso: Augusto Pinochet, 82, was handed a new victory 
when Chilean lawmakers here rejected a move to strip the 
former dictator of his lifetime Senate seau which would have 
cleared him to stand trial for human nghts offences. After a 
heated. 12-hour debate, the Chamber of Deputies voted by 62-5u 
with one abstention, against a measure to unpeach 
Pinochet Loud protests erupted m the chamber and a banner 
saying "Chile pardons its traitors" was unfurled. (AFP) 

Parents reject ‘racist’ bonus 
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in its separate six-monthly 
report on Iraq’s nuclear poten¬ 
tial. said that it still lacked 
information on certain sites in¬ 
volved in the production of 
nuclear-related materials, 
equipment and components. 

Baghdad called last night 
for a boycott of the conference 
that Britain will host to speed 
up the delivery of the extra 
food which Iraq will be able to 
import in exchange for an in¬ 
crease in permitted oil sales. 

Muhammad aJ-Sahaf. the 
Iraqi Foreign Minister, called 
the conference a “devious at¬ 
tempt, both in its formulation 
and its goals, because Britain 
is not neutral". He said it was 
a way of providing cover to 
make UN sanctions binding. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, has invited all 
groups and agencies involved 
in the oil-for-food programme 
to the conference — in London 
on April 20 and 21. 

Leading article, page 23 
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In fighting form: Russian Polykarpov warplanes of Second World War vintage fly over New Zealand’s Mount Aspiring National 
Wanaka on South Island yesterday. The planes, one piloted by Mark Hanna, a Briton, are among highlights at Wanaka’s annus 


Jational Park near 
’s annual air show 
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Overfishing dooms 
North Sea skate 


THE common skate, one of 
the world* mosr graceful 
swimmers, a formidable pred¬ 
ator and an excellent compan¬ 
ion to malt vinegar and chips, 
is extinct off British shores. 

Scientists charting the 
plight of fish stocks in the 
North and Irish Sea now 
believe it is gone and. given 
new insights into its lifestyle, 
is unlikely to return. Overfish¬ 
ing is to blame. 

Paddy Walker, a British 
fisheries expert at the 
Netherlands Institute for Sea 
Research in Texel. whose find¬ 
ings will be published soon, 
said yesterday: “Before the 
First World War around half 
the catch of some European 
trawlers was common skate. 
But it is safe to say it is extinct 
and gone from the North Sea. 
apart from sporadic catches in 
the winter off the Shetlands." 

Fish and chip shops still 
continue to sell “skate and 
chips-, but Ms Walker said 
the food was no longer the 
common skate but a smaller 
and, many would argue, less 
succulent fish called thorn- 
back rav. 

In ah attempt to protect 
stocks of all skates and rays in 
the North Sea. fisheries minis¬ 
ters have For the first time 
agreed quotas for these fish. 
The quotas have just come into 
force. Dr Joe Harwood, assis¬ 
tant director of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. Fisheries and 
Food'S Centre for the Environ¬ 
ment, Fisheries and Aquacul¬ 
ture Science in Lowestoft, said 
these total allowable catches 
amounted to 6.060 tonnes, of 
which Britain can land 3,920 
tonnes a year. 

Ms Walker, whose findings 
are to be published in the 
International Council for the 


Experts say the fish is now extinct off 
Britain and quotas for related catches 
are in operation, Nick Nuttall writes 


Exploration of the Seas’ Jour¬ 
nal of Marine Science, said 
the move was welcome and 
might help to conserve species 
such as thomback. spotted 
and cuckoo rays from over- 
exploitation. 

“But I think any manage¬ 
ment measures for the com¬ 
mon skate will be too late," she 
said. Ms Walker, who has 
studied unique fishing data 
from Scotland dating back to 
the 1920s. has charted the 
abundance of various skates 
and rays. It shows that the 
large species, caught and used 
for food or animal feeds, have 
sharply declined. leaving the 
sea open to faster-maturing. 


smaller ones, such as the 
commerriaiiy unimportant 
starry ray. 

The disappearance of the 
common skate really began in 
earnest in the mid-1950s with 
catches dwindling sharply, the 
new records show. Between 
1931 and 1995 the size of skates 
and rays found by fisheries 
scientists fell, with none mea¬ 
suring more than 70cm (2ft 
3in). Female common skaies 
become mature at between 
140cm and 180cm. 

“This means that in the 
period 1981 to 1995 all the 
breeding females of the com¬ 
mon skate have gone." said 
Ms Walker. 


SKATE has had an honourable place on the tables of C 
northern Europe since the Middle Ages, though the. 
classic recipe for it has been banned in France as 
being carcinogenic (Robin Young writes). • 

The dish, known as rate au beurre noire, was ; 
expunged from continental .menus after research 
showed that the practice of buming.butter and adding 7 
vinegar to make the sauce constituted a danger to : 
health. The British style has always been for skate'.: 
served with capers. That could be because, as a 
cartilaginous fish with an uncaltified skeleton arid a . 
large oily Jiver, skate quickly develops “off” flavours: v 
Capers, like other strongly flavoured spices, first : 
came into favour as a means of disguising such deteri- ' 
oration. Frances Bissefl. The TimesCook, gives arritora. 
sympathetic recipe for the fish In today’s Weekend. 
section. In common with large flatfish such as halibut 
and the much finer brill and turbot, fully grown skate 
have been a rarity on the market for years and are “ 
scarcely seen. Food and drink. Weekend, page 7' 


and drink. Weekend, page ?. 


The demise of the common 
skate underscores the damage 
being done in fisheries across 
the globe, especially to long- 
lived species at the top of the 
food chain- Common skate 
feed on bottom-living fish, 
such as sole and plaice. There 
is evidence they can live to be 
40 years old and take around 
12 years to become sexually 
mature, by which time they 
weigh more than 1001b. 

The intense fishing effort in 
the North Sea since the Second 
World War means that, like 
cod, common skate have been 
caught in increasing amounts 
before they are sexually ma«. 
ture and able to replace 
themselves. 

A small Atlantic population 
of common skate. Raja balis, 
do cling on in the waters 
around the Isle of Mull. They 
have become the focus of a 
unique partnership between 
scientists and anglers who 
have been tagging the fish. 

Davy Holt, an angler and 
unemployed engineer living in 
Clydebank who is working on 
the project, said yesterday that 
the fish seemed to live in and 
around the waters of Mull all 
year around. The finding has 
dispelled an old Scottish fish¬ 
ing myth that common skate 
moved far offshore in the 
winter. Mr Holt said the 
findings showed that re¬ 
colonisation of the North Sea 
was unlikely. 

Mr Holt’s love affair with 
the common skate dates back 
to 1993 when he caught a 
small 401b specimen, “l 
thought wow. (t had these big 
sad eyes like a cow. A fantastic 
creature. They do not flap 
around when you hold them 
and do not try to bite you.“ 
he said. 
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Fires may 
wipeout * 
apes in 
Indonesia 




BUI Little, an angler and volunteer who is collating the skate tag gin 
grapples with a sizeable specimen. Below, David Holt's vessel at wor 



By Victoria Fletcher 

THOUSANDS of the worlds 
last wild orang-utans have- 
been killed by forest fires in 
Indonesia- Experts believe the 
species could now face 
extinction. 

In the last few weeks, fires in 
the Kalimantan region of Bor¬ 
neo and in Sumatra have 
destroyed more than a third of 
the orang-utans’ forest habi- 
taL The apes, which usually 
live high in the trees, have 
tried to escape the smoke bv 
descending to the ground and 
heading for the open land of 
farms and villages. However, 
severe famine and drought 
means that the animals — 
once revered in Indonesian 
folklore — are now either 
killed and eaten or sold as 
exotic pets to rich Indonesians. 

Barita Manullang. adviser 
for the World Wide Fund For 
Nature’s Orang-utan Conser¬ 
vation Project in Indonesia, 
says apes fleeing the fires 
stand little chance of survival. 
“A few orang-utans, especially 
babies who have had their 
mothers killed, are reported to 
us and we can save them in 
time and send them to a 
rehabilitation sanctuary. But 
now there are so many fires, 
the orang-utans have fewer 
places to go and are being 
forced into different parts of 
the forest-’* 

Estimates in 1993 suggested 
that there were between 16.000 
and 25,000 orang-utangs left 
in the wild. Fires destroyed 
massive areas of Borneo and 
Sumatra late last year before 
returning even more fero¬ 
ciously this year. In 1997. 
much of Tanjung Puting Nat¬ 
ional Park in Kalimantan - 
home to many of Indonesia^ 
orang-utans — was destroyed. 



Ranchers steer rural alliance against return of grizzly 


The grizzly: faces hostile welcome in the backwoods 


ByTunkl Varadarajan 

A RU RAL insurrection, mounted by 
cattle ranchers, farmers and worried 
mothers, is threatening to derail an 
ambitious plan to bring back the 
grizzly bear to the Bitterroot moun¬ 
tains. a nigged range between Mon¬ 
tana and Idaho where the animal 
became extinct 50 years ago. 

The plan is the brainchild of the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
is fighting to arrest the dizzying 
decline of a bear it calls “magnifi¬ 
cent” Locals in the Bittenoots. 
however, see the bear — quite 


simply, and without an ounce of 
sentiment — as grisly. 

More than 200.000 grizzly beam, 
so named because of their white- 
tipped fur. once inhabited the lower 
states of America, outside Alaska. 
Now, excluding Alaska, where an 
estimated 30,000 remain, there are 
800 to 1.000. Tens of thousands of the 
animals were wiped out by a com¬ 
bination of predator control, the des¬ 
truction of their forest habitat, com¬ 
mercial trapping and hunting for 
sport 

The Bitterroots are one of six 
ecosystems identified by the wildlife 


service as a habitat suitable for the 
recovery of grizzly bear populations. 
Although the {flan calls for the 
introduction of a mere five bears 
a year, beginning in 2000. local 
opposition is growing more shrill by 
the day. 

Officials from the forest service 
have published reports which show 
that more than 75 per cent of people 
in the area are vehemently opposed 
to die project Opponents include the 
Governor of Idaho, who says that 
the state will sue to keep the bears 
out and Steve Mealey. tee director 
of tee state fish and game depart¬ 


ment Under state law. no wildlife 
can be reintroduced into Idaho 
without a licence from Mr Mealey. 
and he has said that he will not 
issue one. 

Ranchers’ groups and farmers 
have threatened to take “all neces¬ 
sary* measures” to keep the bears out 
and parents' groups have signed 
petitions saying that the presence of 
bears in isolated rural outposts 
would put tbeir children's lives at 
risk. No one has threatened openly 
to shoot bears on sight, but there is 
little doubt teat folk will see tear 
rifles as a valid option. 


□ Bullets bounce off. The grizzly 
bear. Ursus horribilis. can be ex¬ 
tremely dangerous when challenged 
or disturbed. 

Grizzlies can weigh 7501b (53st) 
and stand 7ft 6in tall. They have 
enormous paws and their first 
action, when angry, is to make a 
fearsome swatting gesture. Hunters 
report teat bullets often bounce off 
tee bears’ two-inch-thick skulls. 

Yd tee grizzly is not as dangerous 
as the polar bear. Thalarctos 
maritimus. These bears, which live 
exclusively on tee polar ice cap. are 
tee only ones known to hunt people. 


Shell out less for more this Easter. 


DELL DIMENSION XPS D333 

• INTEL PENTIUM* II 
PROCESSOR 333MHZ 

• INTEL 440LX AGPset 

• 32MB HIGH PERFORMANCE SDRAM 

• 512KB INTERNAL CACHE 

• 4.3GB ATA-33 HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVIDIA AGP VIDEO 

CARD WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15" COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

(0.28 DOT PITCH, 13.6" VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 PCI, 1 ISA, 1 pa/ISA SHARED 
AND 1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• YAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVETABLE 
SOUND (SPEAKERS OPTIONAL) 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• MICROSOFT HOME ESSENTIALS '98 


£999 (£ 1 , 209.08 

' INC. DELIVERY & VAT 



^ Its our most incredible Easter 
offer yet: a superfast. 333MHz 
pentlum«][ Pentium® II Processor based 
system for only £999 (£1.209-08 incl. Del & 
VAT). Included in this great holiday package 
is Microsoft® Home Essentials 98. with MS 
Word 97, MS Works 4.5. MS Money 98 (UK) - 
and that's just for starters'. Were also offering 
great-value upgrades. But huny. This offer 
closes on 14th April. So call the worlds largest 
direct PC manufacturer** now. 


"Aho mefadnt MS Encana World Ms 98 I UK). K5 Puzzle Calltaian 2.0 


SPECIAL OFFER 
MUST CLOSE 
14TH APRIL 


Exciting Upgrade Offers 

• 17" COLOUR SVGA MONITOR (0-28 DOT PITCH, 15.9" VIEWABLE AREA) 
AND ALTEC LANSING AC 90 SPEAKERS £ 150 (£176.25 INCVA1) 

• UPGRADE TO MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINESS EDITION - 
CALL FOR DETAILS 

• EXTRA 32MB RAM £75 (£88.13 INCVAT) 



To order online 24 hours: 


www.dell.com/uk/buydell 
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One circuit where quattro isn t banned. 

Ilowing Audi's success in the 1996 and 1997 British Touring Car Championships, the race organisers have 
cided that our quattro four wheel drive system is too good to race. Which now means, of course, that 
"ludi on the road can be more gripping than an Audi on the race track, in a roundabout sort of way. 

Audi 

Vorsprung durchTechnik 
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Challenge over Thames boat people 

O , fashionable since houseboats became 

he biggest floating community on Dominic Kennedy on refugee alert about Dome homes on waier popular m the 1030 s, and there are 

ieThames since convicts were left to . , —— . , — — ■——■ - - - ■ 1 - ' * ' currently 260 of the little painted craft 


THE biggest floating community on 
the Thames since convicts were left to 
rot on prison hulks during the 
Georgian era is being planned as a 
home for some of the 4.000 workers 
building the Millennium Dome. 

The Casa Marina, which can sleep 
280 people, is ready for mooring at a 
wharf on the Greenwich Peninsula, 
relieving the accommodation crisis in 
a borough whose 50 registered bed- 
and-breakfast landladies are strug¬ 
gling to cope. 

Close by, another wharf has been 
chosen for a floating three-star hotel 
providing 175 beds for some of the 
12 million visitors expected to attend 
the New Millennium Experience in 


2000. The ideas have met strong 
resistance from official bodies who 
believe they will be an eyesore. 

There are also serious worries that 
the vessels will be turned into floating 
refugee camps. Harbourmasters at 
the Port of London Authority are 
determined to resist a wave of 
attempts by entrepreneurs to moor 
homes for asylum-seekers, prisoners 
and migrant workers. A glut of 
redundant accommodation vessels 
from oil rigs has come on the market. 

The 1 40ft, five-deck Casa Marina 
is 33 years old. A colour brochure 


describes it as suitable for corporate 
personnel, project staff, contractor 
personnel and refugees. The vessel 
has 16 showers and the brochure 
shows a typical room with four beds, 
a table, chairs and basin. The 
intention is to house 80 workers but 
if planning permission were granted, 
it would be difficult to stop it being 
converted for use as a more crowded 
home for asylum-seekers. 

The borough's planners are un¬ 
happy with the idea. Describing the 
Casa Marina, one has written in a 
report to councillors: "Aesthetically. 


the structure has the appearance of a 
five-storev Pertakabin.” 

The other proposal is for the first 
floating hotel on the Thames, des¬ 
cribed by the applicanL Meridian 
Developments, as a “floater with 
public restaurant. The 17Gfi craft, 
currently moored on the Continent, 
has recently returned from an “off¬ 
shore construction project". Again, 
the planners are hostile. A report, 
which planners will consider on 
Tuesday, described it as “a dull and 
imimerestina vessel of poor design”. 

Livins on” the Thames has been 


fashionable since houseboats became 
popular in the 1030*. and there are 
currently 2&1 of (he little painted craft 
bobbing' on the water's edge from 
Twickenham to Deptford. 

However, from 1770 to the earl\ 
ISOOs. redundant man-o'-wars were 
turned into prison hulks such as the 
notorious Justicia. Convicts were 
crammed 800 to a ship. 

During the plague of the mid- 
1660s, thousands of watermen who 
once rowed travellers retreated ro 
their boats and repelled aJJ boarders. 
Bob AspinaJl. librarian of the Muse¬ 
um in Docklands, said: "They stayed 
there until the plague died oul They 
had the lowest mortality rate.” 
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SPORT: 


Your full guide to Easter Bank Holiday 
football and racing 



TUESDAY 


Sinead Cusack on 

her National debut 
Cricket: What the 
new season has 
in store 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cleared 
officer may 
face second 
inquiiy 


Care story: Nina Kaye and Timothy Nathan with their children Simon. 8. and Mark. 7. Ms Kaye found agencies failed to check nannies 

Ministers seek return of nanny state 

Worrying stories of injury and ignorance lie behind call 

Z 1 7 g ' - ” r . f 1 - T t throughout London and as f 

ie government is to for compulsory registration of agencies and child carers as Yorkshire, she gave 2 


The Army is to consider 
further action against Lieuten¬ 
ant-Colonel Keith Pople over 
allegations that he had a 
second affair. Colonel Pople. 
42, was cleared by a court 
martial on Thursday of threat¬ 
ening Lieutenant-Commander 
Karen Pearce, his former mis¬ 
tress, and having an adulter¬ 
ous affair with her while he 
was her immediate superior. 

But yesterday Jennifer Jack- 
son. 41, a former air hostess, 
claimed Colonel Pople had a 
sexual relationship with her in 
I9QZ producing love letters 
and romantic poetry almost 
identical to that sent by him to 
Commander Pearce. 


Tall order 


THURSDAY 


Books: 

Elaine Showalter on the end of the world 


Andy Summers 

Life after 
The Police 

Media 

Why wildlife films 
make 
millions 

Order today 

3 CDs for £5 



SATURDAY 


In your 100-page glossy magazine 

HOT LOOKS FOR SUMMER: 

Carrie Otis models American 
trailer trash 


THE GOVERNMENT is to 
establish compulsory regula¬ 
tion of nanny agencies in an 
effort to stamp out operators 
who charge parents hundreds 
of pounds but fail to carry out 
proper checks on prospective 

employees. 

Ministers are also consider¬ 
ing the introduction of a 
statutory nanny register, 
which would put Britain's 
100.000 nannies on a profes¬ 
sional par with nurses, mid¬ 
wives and health visitors. The 
plans would for the first time 
provide parents who employ a 
nanny with a degree of official 
assurance that the person 
looking after their child was 
fit and proper to do so. 

The proposals are expected 
to be included in the National 
Childcare Strategy, to be pub¬ 
lished next month. Colette 
Kelleher. director of the 
Daycare Trust, which cam¬ 
paigns for better childcare, 
said: "If you have a nanny 
register, then you also need a 
procedure for deregistering 
nannies who are guilty of 
malpractice." 

A nanny register would 
have helped to reassure 
Cheryl Wmton. who desper¬ 
ately tried to warn agencies 


against hiring a nanny she 
blamed for her baby's brain 
damage: When she employed 
the nanny, through a respect¬ 
able agency, she never imag¬ 
ined that her newborn baby 
would end up critically ill. 

The consultant paedia¬ 
trician who saved Jemma 
called in the police when it 
became clear that the girl's 
head injuries could not have 
been there since birth or 
caused by a virus. Both par¬ 
ents were interviewed before 
the nanny, at 22 the same age 
as Mrs Winton. came dean. 

"She admitted she had 
shaken Jemma on various 
occasions, not realising that 
shaking a six-week-old baby 
can cause brain damage." 
Mis Winton said. “What real¬ 
ly, really happened we will 
never know. The police ad¬ 
vised us not bo prosecute 
because there was no proof. 
We are talking 23 years ago; I 
don't think that would hap¬ 
pen today" 

When she informed agen¬ 
cies, one confirmed that it had 
the woman on its books but 
said it would not have recom¬ 
mended putting her in sole 


charge of a child. Jemma has 
returned home to West 
London for Easter with Mrs 
Winton, a former public rela¬ 
tions consultant. “She is love¬ 
ly," says her mother, “but she 
cant cross the road herself, 
she cant read or write. She 
will never lead an indepen¬ 
dent life." 

Nina Kaye. 46, a concert 
agent whose artistes have 
included the cellist Julian 
Lloyd Webber and the violin- 
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ist Anne-Sophie Mutter, was 
amazed how many nanny 
agencies foiled to check candi¬ 
dates. She liked one girl at 
interview, but was surprised 
she had no reference from the 
family who had employed her 
for nine months. She rang the 
father of the house. "I couldn't 
get the guy off the phone 
saying how utterly appalling 
she was." 

The agency retorted that the 
girl had supplied the neces¬ 
sary two references: one from 
a college, the other from a 
summer job at a riding 
school It never checked her 
record at work. 

When Ms Kaye did employ 
a first-time nanny through an 
agency, she walked out after 
four days, saying she found 
the job boring. Next came a 
nanny who ignored her Eve- 
month-old son. Simon. "We 
noticed he stopped babbling. 
He wasn't getting any stimu¬ 
lation. Every time we came 
home we would hear her 
switching the television off." 

As Anne Waddingtoa a 
barrister specialising in child 
protection, toured the western 
circuit, she registered with 


nanny agencies from Bristol 
to Bath and Brighton, 
throughout London and as far 
as Yorkshire. She gave 250 
candidates a searching cross- 
examination before selecting 
six who were good enough for 
Lucy. 5, and Harry, 3. 

Mrs Waddington came 
across unsuitable nannies 
who were being recommend¬ 
ed by agencies demanding 
commission fees between 
£800 and £1.600. One girl had 
clocked up 110 miles a day in a 
previous family’s "nanny 
car’". It was her way of 
“coping with stress" 

Mrs Waddington said one 
girl "had absolutely no rele¬ 
vant childcare experience but 
felt she could learn a lot from 
children aged 3 and 5. 

“1 have been very unnerved 
interviewing people who, 
after three hours with me, are 
foiled into such a sense of 
sectniiy that they wfl) admit lo 
hitting children, scratching 
them and locking them in 
cupboards—but agencies will 
not take them off their books." 

Several private registers are 
already exploiting the de¬ 
mand for registration but 
while they appear to be offi¬ 
cial they are unregulated and 
have do access to police 
records. They charge nannies 
up to £100 to be on tfieir books. 


Back complaints are costing 
70 million working days a 
year because Britain is failing 
to make room for growing 
generations, according to the 
Tail Persons Club. ”lt says 
designs have failed to keep 
pace with size and cater for 
people of 50 to iOO years ago. 


Jail bars priest 


A Roman Catholic priest was 
cautioned by police for snug¬ 
gling a camera and chocolates 
into Kingston prison. Ports¬ 
mouth, where he was a chap¬ 
lain. Father Derek Reeve, 67, 
has been banned from the jail, 
where two nuns were caught 
smuggling tobacco last year. 


Murder charge 


Christopher Moffatt, 26, miss¬ 
ing from ParkJands Hospital. 
Basingstoke, for two months, 
will appear in court today, 
charged with murdering An¬ 
thony Harrison, 63, a retired 
civil servant, and the attempt¬ 
ed murder of his wife at their 
home at Andover. 


Late for date 


An anonymous Valentine card 
posted in Southampton in 1932 
has been delivered to a house 
in Salisbury. The intended 
recipient, a woman, has long 
since moved away, but a 
young couple now at the 
address were getting married- 
the following day. 
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C ompetition between a new 
generation of museums ded¬ 
icated to international and 
club football is forcing up the 
auction prices of once-derided 
items of soccer memorabilia 
In the past, fans have rarely 
contemplated the artefacts of the 
sport’s rich heritage beyond idly 
wondering how much their pile of 
old match-day programmes moul¬ 
dering in the attic might be worth. 
But a switch of focus by museum 
buyers, the explosion in soccer 
theme cafes and a growing number 
of individual collectors have trans¬ 
formed battered old boots, faded 
shirrs and the tarnished trophies 
won by soccer stars into highly 
prized items. 

Christie's auctions of soccer 
memorabilia have matured since 
their first sale in 1989 when 200 lots 
fetched £5,000. But bidders fought 
tooth and nail at Phillips’ sale in 
Cardiff this week to get their hands 
on a rare set of programmes for 
Merthyr Town’s brief escapade in 
rhe league in the 1920s. In fast and 
furious bidding, three programmes 


for matches raised more than 
£1300. 

George Cohen's World Cup win¬ 
ner’s medal, the greatest prize so 
far. is expected to fetch more than 
£80.000 when it is sold by Christie’s 
in June. In between, anything from 
soccer's postwar “golden age”, 
spanned by Billy Wright’S lengthy 
tenure as England captain, is 
snapped up. Most collectable is 
memorabilia shedding light (Hi the 
era of the Busby Babes. Hie 
collections of Billy Wright, Ray 
Kennedy. Dixie Dean and Danny 
Blanchflower have raised up to six 
figures. 

Rarer items are also proving 
attractive. A shirt from England’s 
first official international, against 
Scotland in 1872 at the West of 
Scotland cricket ground in Glas¬ 
gow, fetched E20.000. It belonged to 
Arnold Kirke-Smith, an Oxford 
University player selected once for 
the national side: 

for obscurity value, this is only 
matched by the collection, includ¬ 
ing international caps, of Peter 
O’Dowd, who played three times 


for England in the 1930s as well as 
for Burnley, Blackburn and Chel¬ 
sea. 

Mike Ashton, the Phillips sports 
memorabilia consultant, said: 
“Football memorabilia has really 
taken off. Prices have gone sky 
high, so much so it is difficult to 
compare them with three to four 
years ago. There is a boom in this 
market. I cannot get enough quality 
football material. We have theme 
cafos and now there are the buyers 
from the museums as well as the 
general collectors and dealers in 
foe market. They have all pushed 
prices up much higher.” 

A nything that has prove¬ 
nance will sell very well. If a 
particular item — a cap or 
ball—can be linked to a particular 
game or individual, it will enhance 
its value. Several sales ago. the 
international jersey presented by 
Bobby Moore to the surgeon who 
delivered his first child, along with 
a photograph showing the joyous 
occasion, fetched* EJ30Q. Reports 
that his first wife. Tina, is ready to 


part with more is whipping the 
market into a frenzy. 

Pel6, the legendary Brazilian 
star, officially opened the £4 mil¬ 
lion state-of-the-art Manchester 
United museum at Old Trafford 
yesterday. He will loan it his 
personal collection — the first time 
it has been displayed outside his 
home country. 

The Football Museum in Pres¬ 
ton, being planned with the help of 
a £73 million lottery grant, is due 
to open in autumn next year. 
Football will be coming home for 
Preston North End's Deepdale 
ground, the last remaining site on 
which the game has been played 
since the foundation of the league. 
The display will be built around the 
fifa collection. Sir Tom Finney has 
shown his appreciation by donat¬ 
ing a number of mementoes from 
his career, including the cap. 
signed programmes and a drinking 
bowl presented after a match 
against Argentina. 

Meanwhile, a permanent exhibi¬ 
tion of soccer photographs of 
grounds around the world is open- 


A1966 World Cup badge from Christie's, and football programmes at Phillips 

keen to own a cap or a winner's 
medal.” Mr MacDougall said. 
“Since then, we have been slowly 
but surely going through some of 
the legendary names in British 
soccer." 

He says that the single most 
costly item of memorabilia sold 
was a 6ft silver and bronze charity 
shield presented by the Sheriff of 
London in 1897, to be contested 
between the top professional and 
amateur sides of the day. It was so 
big that teams had be photo¬ 
graphed sitting around it The 
trophy, that was too big for the 
winning team to carry around the 
pitch on a victory lap. went for 
£30.000. 

Mr MacDougall recalls with 
pride the sale of Billy .Wright’s 
100th England cap. It fetched 
£8.000. At Phillips. Mr Ashton 
speaks affectionately of a photo¬ 
graph album charting Sheffield 
United's progress through the cup 
and league in 1888-89. It made 
£5300. 



Pel 6 at the opening of the Manchester United museum yesterday 


ing in Ambteside in the Lake 
District The Homes of Football 
boasts that it is opening its doors 
ahead of any of the other collect 
dons. 

Grant MacDougall. Christie's 
consultant said: “A lot of dubs are 
realising their history is what the 
present dub structure is based 


upon. Fbr many years, they did not 
think along those lines." After 
Christie’s first sale of soccer memo¬ 
rabilia, later that year the auction 
house sold the late Alex James's 
1930 FA Cup winners medal for 
Arsenal. 

“We soon realised there were 
people out there who were really 


Football, pages 34-38 




Mortgage rates that are fixed. 
Repayments that are not. 


Steel stops ‘dithering’ to seek a 
seat in the Scottish Parliament 


By Shirley English 

LORD STEEL of Aikwood has ended 
months of speculation by announcing 
thai he will seek election to the Scottish 
parliament. The former Liberal leader, 
widely tipped to become the parliament’s 
first Presiding Officer or Speaker, will 
today apply to join the Liberal Democrat 
candidate list for the Edinburgh and 
Lothian region. 

Lord Steel said yesterday that since last 
year’s devolution referendum he had been 
“like a man with a pair of whispering 
birds, each perched on a shoulder". In one 
ear. he was told: “Don't be daft. You’ve 
done 32 years in democratic politics. You 
can pontificate on platforms, including 
your comfortable bench in the House of 
Lords, and your fishing rod is under¬ 
used. Leave it to others.” 

But in the other, the “bird" reminded 
him that his experience and his Jink to 
Westminster via the Lords would be 
useful in the fledgling parliament and he 


should “stop dithering and get stuck in”. 
It will be up to the parly membership in 
Lothian to endorse his application in a 
ballot If successful, he will stand as an 
additional member for the 129-seat parlia¬ 
ment at Holyrood, Edinburgh: 73 mem¬ 
bers will be elected next year using the 
traditional first-past-the-post system and 
56 additional members will be drawn 
from eight regional lists by proportional 
representation. He will not have to leave 
the House of Lords. 

The Liberal Democrats were short of 
high-profile candidates, despite long sup¬ 
port for devolution. As a key-figure in the 
Lib-Lab pact of the late 1970s and a dose 
friend of Donald Dewar, the Scottish 
Secretary, Lord Steel’s involvement also 
raises the possibility of an alliance 
between the two parties in the face of 
growing Nationalist support. Under pro¬ 
portional representation, no party is 
expected to win an outright majority. 

He said: “For Scottish Liberal Demo¬ 
crats. the opportunities in the new 


parliament are espedally exciting. We are 
likely to experience consensus and coali¬ 
tion politics rather than a replication of 
the Westminster adversarial system. So 
what are the likely coalitions? Labour and 
Tory? Labour and SNP? Tory and SNP? It 
is surely more likely that the Lib Dems 
will be part of any equation." 

Lord Steel, who lives at Aikwood Tower 
near Selkirk, became Britain’s youngest 
MP at 26. when he won a by-election in 
the Scottish Borders in March 1965. He 
went on to hold the seat through eight 
subsequent elections until he retired from 
the Commons last year. As a veteran 
campaigner for devolution, he co-chaired 
the Scottish Constitutional Convention, a 
cross-party group that drew up the plans 
for change. He said: “Scotland is about to 
embark on redressing a wrong committed 
in 1707 when, in the course of sensibly 
entering the Union, the Scottish Parlia¬ 
ment was abolished. Liberal leader 
Gladstone's vision of home rule all round 
is coming nearer. Our hour has come." 


Imagine paying your mortgage safe in the knowledge 
that the interest rate will stay exactly the same until 
30 April 2000. Imagine that you could vary the amount 
of your repayments to suit your needs at anytime. 
With Yorkshire Bank’s Flexible Payment Mortgage that’s 
exactly what you get, and it will 
Ask about our Flexible Payment Mortgages remain flexible throughout the 

with fixed rates from 4*9% ( 8 - 2 % APR). ^ 0 f y 0ur mo rtgage. 

The Flexible Payment Mortgage is just one of the many 
ways we can create a tailormade package especially for 
you. So, if you’re looking for a fixed rate of interest for a 
period of time, but would like the way you pay to be 
flexible, talk to us. 

We’ll tell you everything you want to know about our range 
of fixed mortgages. Come into one of our branches or, give 
us a cal! on 0800 20 2122. 
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PHILIP HOWARD AT THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 


Veiled hints hide 
truth on women 



Spartacus: a metaphor for racial disempowerraent? 

Artists’ Rome truths 


THE classic commonplace 
says that a woman was not 
liberated in andent society. 
Her proper place was under a 
man. But in a paper to the 
Classical Association Confer¬ 
ence, Uoyd Llwellyn-Jones of 
Cardiff argued that a woman's 
lot was even worse titan we 
supposed. He thinks that 
throughout Greek history she 
had lo go heavily veiled. 

This applied especially to 
the upper classes during their 
rare public appearances. At 
first this seems an odd theory. 
Only a handful of artistic 
sources show women co¬ 
cooned in heavy veils. How¬ 
ever, far more pictures survive 
from the ardtaic to the Helle¬ 
nistic period showing women 
with their heads covered with 
a Hermfe scarf, like a modern 
Sloane Ranger. 

Mr Uwellyn doubts these 
artistic sources. In particular, 
he thinks that the act 
described as "unveiling the 
bride" was meant to show the 
reverse. The bride is covering 
her face, not revealing it But 
the conventions of Greek an 


made this difficult to portray. 

Islamic and other modern. 
veQ societies suggests the rea¬ 
sons. The pollution thought to 
stream from a woman’s hair, 
eyes and mouth needed to be 
concealed in public. It was one 
more way of making a woman 
socially invisible. Enveloping 
her with veils reconfirmed her 
modesty and prudence. The 
Greek texts from Homer on¬ 
wards also suggest that cover¬ 
ing that which is most desired 
was a sexual tum-cm or, at 
worst, the camouflage for a 
sexual turn-off. 

□ David Woods, from May- 
nooth University, told the 
conference at the University of 
Wales, Lampeter, that Caligu¬ 
la planned to bridge the 
Channel to invade Britain. 
His construction of a bridge of 
ships from Baiae to Putoli in 
AD39 was a rehearsal. Mr 
Woods’s proposition suggests 
that Caligula cannot have 
read Caesar’s account of die 
hazards of the Channel, or 
perhaps that prudent military 
engineers were slow to argue 
withatyram. 


THE mythologies of the an¬ 
cient world continue to influ¬ 
ence modem artists such as 
Quentin Tarantino. Nicholas 
Gross, of Delaware Univer¬ 
sity, argued that Stanley 
Kubrick’s tortured visions of 
evil came from Andent Rome 
For example, in the gladiatori¬ 
al contest in Spartacus. Kirk 
Douglas (playing a white 
Thracian) is fighting a black 
Ethiopian. Noble Roman ma¬ 
trons gloat avidly. Crassus. 
who has spent a fortune to 
stage the show, discusses poli¬ 


tics in the background with 
his senatorial gofer. 

But the story can also be 
read as a black American’s 
political disempowerment. 
while Crassus’s butchery of 
the black gladiator reveals his 
own dependence on his domi¬ 
nation of the underclass. Oth¬ 
er papers showed bow space 
opera, that much maligned 
sub-genre of sdence fiction, 
closely follows' old models. 
Asimov's decline and foil of 
the intergalactic empire is 
another ancient plot recycled. 


/ 
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Stand by your 
karaoke for 
Tammy rebirth 
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mi k 
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SOMETIMES it’s hard to be a 
Tammy Wynette imperson¬ 
ator. TTie sudden death of the 
55-year-old First Lady of 
Country on Tuesday — from a 
blood clot as she napped on a 
sofa at home in Nashville. 
Tennessee — has left perform¬ 
ers across the nation, from 
country revues to pub singers, 
even karaoke belters, bereft. 
Anyone, even the worst bath¬ 
room warbler, could get an 
emotional rise from singing 
Stand By Your Man. And just 
about anyone did. 

In America, the rivals to fill 
Wynette's rhinestone boots are 
already lining up. from the 15- 
year-old LeAnn Rimes, whose 
How Do I Live? recently 

became the biggest-selling 
country single, to Reba 
McEntire. whose empire is 
run from a $10 million pur¬ 
pose-built office block in 
Nashville. Old favourites such 
as Loretta Lynn. Shania 
Twain and Crystal Gayle are 
also in the picture. 

“Tammy Wynette was more 
than just a country and west¬ 
ern singer in the West of 
Scotland^" said Alex Fleming. 
President of the Grand Ole 
Opry. one of Brit¬ 
ain's biggest coun¬ 
try music clubs, 
which meets in 
Glasgow. “There is 
not a household 
which does not 
have at least one 
big Tammy Wyn¬ 
ette fan. She was a 
star in her own 
right, beyond just 
country music. 

Most of our acts 
sing her songs.” 

This weekend, as 
every weekend. 

Wynetre’s songs 
will be the most 
requested at the 
club. The pattern 
will be the same in 
country and west¬ 
ern clubs across 
Britain, from the 
Fort San Antone. a 
truckers’ favourite 
near Preston. Lan¬ 
cashire. to the 
Farmer’s Tavern. 


Philip Pelves 
Broughton on 

the passing of 
‘a female Elvis’ 


north Devon which hosts the 
annual British Association of 
Gunslingers competition. 

“I'm still very sad about her 
death.” Sonia Hudson. 26. 
from Durham, said. She twice 
sang as Wynette on the ITV 
programme Stars in Their 
Eyes. "She was my heroine. 
When she died she was getting 
bigger and bigger. They loved 
her in Germany and China.” 

Hudson, who now sings as 
herself, but still sings Wynette 
songs, has a signed picture of 
her heroine in her front room 
and posters on her bedroom 
walls. "Tammy was the coun¬ 
try equivalent of Elvis.” 

The comparison to Presley 
extends to the likelihood of a 
huge posthumous trade in 
Wynette records and memora¬ 
bilia. In Nashville, hundreds 
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Rhinestone country. Tammy Wynette 


flocked to the Country Music 
Hall of Fame to pay tribute. 
When they found she had been 
omitted, there was a near-riot. 
A shrine is now promised. 

Stand By Your Man was 
rereleased m America a week 
before Wynette died. Greatest 
hits albums are likely to 
follow. Not since Palsy Cline 
died 35 years ago has country 
music faced such a posthu¬ 
mous career. 

Wynette became a hugely 
popular figure in gay dubs. 
Stand By Your Man became 
an unofficial gay anthem. It 
was not something of which 
the five-times married star 
particularly approved. Tam¬ 
my Wynette never sang in gay 
dubs." Alan Cackett, of Coun¬ 
try Music international mag¬ 
azine. said. “Her song was 
taken over.” 

“She wasn’t into women's 
rights either,” John Emptidge, 
editor of Country Music 
Round Up, added. “People 
tried to make her out to be 
either a downtrodden woman 
or a feminist heroine. But she 
was not interested in labels. 
She just sang about her life." It 
was the life as much as the 
songs that ensured 
Wynette’s endur¬ 
ing popularity. 
Dolly Parton may 
have written more 
songs, but her im¬ 
plausible figure 
made her some¬ 
thing of a joke. 
Wynette. by con¬ 
trast. was not just 
rfte Queen of 
Heartbreak. She 
wore glittering 
dresses, drove a 
car with 4,000 sil¬ 
ver dollars embed¬ 
ded in the dash¬ 
board and made 
grown men cry. 

“She was a com¬ 
plete original.” So¬ 
nia Hudson said. 
“Others tried to be 
like her but she is 
still the one every¬ 
one wants to sing 
and hear.” To¬ 
night the stetsons 
will be nodding in 







Who will step into the Queen of Country’s rhinestone boots? 


Reba McEntire, 43 

Orights: Oklahoma country girl now the flashest woman ; 
in Nashville and the biggest-selling American female j 
country star. 

Show-stopper: l Think His Name is John, about a 
woman who has a one-night stand with a man whose 
name she cannot remember but who gave her Aids. 
Concert style: draws on rock concerts, lots of lights and 
dramatics. Not for the country purist 


Compiled by Philip Delves Broughton 


LeAnn Rimes, 15 

Origins: poor Kentucky roots. Has already made a 
television film about her Ufe and is now at work on her 
autobiography. 

Sh owatopper: How Do I Live?, biggest-selling country 
angle of all time. Also Surrender and Blue. 

Concert style: Fearless vocalist Yet to master the 
softly spoken links between songs. 3ounces round the 
stage shouting instead, like the noisy teenager she is. 
The world’s youngest self-made multimillionaire - last 
year she made $96 million. 


Shania Twain, 32 

Origins: Canadian Ojibway Indian. Her life is country 
song made real: both parents died in a car crash when 
Shania was 21_ leaving her to bring up three brothers 
and sisters with money from singing in cabaret for five 
years before hitting the big time! Her second album sold 
13 million copies. 

Sbowstopper: You’re Still the One. which she 
performed on the National Lottery draw programme. 
Concert style: another one to bring rock concert styles 
to country. The raunchiest of the current crop. Her name 
in Ojibway means Tm on my way”. 


New classics 
put pressure 
on favourites 

By Carol Mux;ley and Guy Walters 


CLASSIC FM HALL OF FAME 1998 


agreement. 


THE score for the epic film 
Titanic , as well as Sir Paul 
McCartney’s symphonic 
work. Standing Stone, have 
broken through into the top 
100 most popular classical 
tunes in Britain. John 
Tavener’s Song For Athene. 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 



which brought the funeral of 
Diana, Princess of Wales, to a 
poignant dose, has also en¬ 
tered the table in a develop¬ 
ment that points to the 
increasing popularisation of 
classical music. 

Bruch's Violin Concerto 
No 1 in G minor is the No I 
choice for the third year 
running in the national poll 
conducted by Classic FM. 

Station executives disclosed 
there had been a failed at¬ 
tempt to rig the voting by a 
rogue e-raailer who tried to 
cast hundreds of different 
nominations for composers 
including Eric Coates and 
Percy Grainger. 

A total of 100,000 votes were 
cast in the poll, by telephone, 
e-mail or coupon. Radunan- 
inov’s Piano Concerto No 2 
conies second for the third 
year running, while Mozart's 
Clarinet Concerto moves from 
fifth to third place. 

However, it is the new 


1 BroctnViofin Concerto Ho Ufa a BBbsr . 

2 Ractanantaov: Plano Concerts No 2 in C mfaor 

3 Mozart: Clarinet Concerto - 

4 Ocrthu v w c S ymph ony Ho 6 (TUB Ragto a tf ) 

5 Vaughan WBHams: The LaritAacamflng 

6 Mahter Symphony No S(A4a^«tfco> 

7 Saint-Saras Symphony No 3 (wtth wgan) 

8 Elgar En&na Variations 

9 Bgac Ceflo Ooacwto in E minor 

ID BoaUwven: Ptano Concerto No 5 la E flat . 

(The Emperor) 

VIVALDI 

11 PacbsBiet Canon bD 

12 Baiban Adagio far Strings 

13 BtoafcPeariRshemDoet 
(An fowl da tempi* saint} 

14 ABegyfcMserare 

15 Fame Reqofera 
lfi Mozart: Ptaoo Concerto No 21 in CK467 . ? 

17 (used in flha Bvba MatSgan) 

B aa ttw en : Symphony No 9 Choral [Odo to Joy) 

18 Vhmtdl: Foot Seasons 

19 Mac PtaQ Concerto in A minor 

20 Mascagpi: CavaBaria Rnstfeaaa (Blfaidisi) ' ; - 

21 MeodetesoltmVkilm Coocarto bEmbrarJ 

22 Hoist: The Planets 

23 Rodrigo: Cottar Concerto (Coocferto da ArmEoszT 

24 ABrinonk Adagio for Organ oad Strings in B jabibr 

25 Mozart: Requiem 

26 Rfamky-Konokov: Shehacazaila 

27.. Dvorak: Symphony No 9 ioE iritac* (New WoitdL 

28 J S Bade Double VfoDn Coocarto - ^. 

blDmfoorBWV1043 . v-^. 4 

29 Harriet Htasrfah . • • f-. 

30 SBmSob; FWandta ' • ^ 


31 Vaughaa mown: Fantasia on a 
theme ofThomas TaSs 

32 Vtarft Natnrcco - . . - v 

33 Famas Canflqaa Jejaa lhelm 
(RacineCwtkda)Opli : !j$»’ 

34 . Be et ho v en : Symptwcy No 'S ;- ■ 

35 Prokafley: gomeo amt JuMt 

36PBcdnt Madama Butterfly if 

37 MasseneriMerittatfoa from TWSr.'^ 

38 Beethovo^^rtpboqy No 7 ' * 

38 B<^o¥a5cVkMta^ocef*^'UraaJoT 
40 OrfE CaRafytinii* £. ’ 



BEETHOVEN 

V-:"- 'V 



41 Beethoven: efeod Sonata Me 14 in Ct minor 
op27N*a 

42 Tc haBto wky: M n rtoHght Symphony No 6 Pathfettqne 

43 Pocctefcia Bchem® ■ - -. 

44 RarAia«ninov: Symphony No 2 

45 Stostahnrtch: the Gatfty E 

46 Smetana:MaHast 

47 atoe Peer Gynt Suite Ho i . [■>! 

43 Deflbes: Lahore PI Y3|g 

49 J S Bade BrandentwtgCoacertosLA^j^^Bp 

50 Wenfi: Rnfoiem 

n-l On^rwmlM^rriljillllNtFrill II Til Him Ilf 
1 PBghJtalQp43U 

52 Mozart of Figaro 

53 Iweaar: Sogg far Athene 

. 54 Tchattfli«Hp:Ffa»>oOopcerto 
’XpNoi hi B Bat miaqr ’ 
p;-55 Chopin: Plano Concerto Nq ljo E minor 
: 56~iaatdos (Kart): UMibiwh (Songs afSandtamy) 

;• 57B^mKVlolhiConceftDfaDBu]or 

- .58 TchaBmvsky:1812 Overtnre Op 49 

*.' K .Haadet Solocmm (Arrival of the Qnaen of Sheba) . 

: - 60 Pfono Coacarto No3 la D ntner " 

~61 Hariet Zari^e Priest. 

62 Beetli o w oa : ItoOSmca No 2 
to F Op SO V> 

63 Ghidc Orfea ad hbridica 

64 Schubert: Plano l^rintet 
in A (Trout) 

65 Wdor Toccabi froa Organ CHOPIN 

Symphony No 5 In F minor 

.66JSSoefc'Toccata and Fugne In D minor 
; 67 MoJtwt- Fiute and Karp Coocarto 

Chopin: Ptoo Concerto No 2 in F minor 

70 ..Bractc Scottish Fantasy 

71 Mendetsaolm: Hebrides Overture (Rn^Ts Cave) 

72 Sfeefhis Symphony No 2 . • . * ■. 

73 Shostakovich:PlanoConoertaNo2InF ! ' 

74 Mazart 6toa tflalne N ac ht nut s l k 

(Serenade Ho 13 In G} ^ , J 

75 Homer Tlt^c (fftro soandtiack) T -' - I 

76 McCmtnajcStandfaigStonesincLHuman .'• _ v*. 

- 77 .SBiaBus: Symphony No S tn Eb ; ^ ^ 

78 Sabrt-Saens: Camtvai of the Animats v* >. £ 

79 TchaSuwsfcy: WoSii Coocarto foOmqfor f/,.' f-.^ 

80 Ravafc Bolero . V- : ! ■ J ’ j 
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NAUGHTYGATE 

Bill Clinton s affairs are far more tangled - and less certain - than they seemed. 
Separating lies from facts: a special investigation. 

The Sunday Times Magazine tomorrow 

THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY PAPERS 


Bruch: favourite again 

“popular” entries that are 
seen as the most significant 
Tavener's work is the highest 
new entry at No 53. James 
Homer’s score for the multi¬ 
ple Oscar-winning Titanic 
surfaces at No 75. One place 
below is McCartney, whose 
symphonic work was first 
broadcast in Britain last 
November. 

Football’s influence is also 
evident in the chart Ode To 
Jay, from Beethoven's choral 
symphony, is at No 17 this 
year. In 1996, when the music 
was the theme tune for the 
Euro 96 tournament it gained 
enough votes to take it to 
No S. 

Raymond Gubbay. the con¬ 
cert promoter, said: “All that a 
list like this does is to tell you 
about the listeners at Classic 
FM. The top ten seems very 
non-operatic. and I would 
have expected The Pearl Fish¬ 
ers to have been a lot higher." 

John Allison, the Times 
critic said the top ten choices 
all great masterpieces. “On 
the whole, it’s a respectable 
list, with the odd flavour of 
the month, such as the Titanic 
scare. 

“Its also refreshing to see 
that the Tavener hasn’t been 
bumped up too much by the 
death of Diana.” 

Stanley Glasser. Emeritus 
Professor of Music at the 
l/nivetsity of London, said 
the list showed that "ordinary 
folk are bong slowly 
educated". 
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John Taveners Song for Athene is the highest 


new entry to the chart at No 53 
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VALERIE GROVE MEETS: ANDREW PURKIS 




Diana ‘tat’ 
and the 
man with 
a fund of 
goodness 


T he man chosen to run the 
Diana, Princess of Wales 
Memorial Fund had to be 
beyond reproach: circumspect, up¬ 
right, with a steady hand, a 
dedication to public service and 
perhaps just a whiff of sanctity. 
They seem to have found this 
paragon in Andrew Purkis. 

You would have found him last 
night singing (tenor) in the choir in 
the Tenebrae service at St Mi¬ 
chael’s. Battersea, where he also 
sang on Thursday night and yester¬ 
day morning. To see Dr Purkis at 
work, you go through 
the Tudor gateway of 
Lambeth Palace, pass 
Cardinal Pole's fig 
tree, ascend a hushed 
staircase and sit be¬ 
neath a portrait of 
Archbishop Cosmo 
Lang. 

Dr Purkis has sat 
here for six years as 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's senior 
adviser and spin-doc- 
tor, accustomed to 
damping down media 
misinterpretation. In June, he will 
move into another Thames-side 
palace. County Hall , former head¬ 
quarters of foe GLC. The Japanese 
owners have lent the fund a suite of 
offices rent-free for 20 years (a 
generous gift worth something like 
£3 million). 

He should be just in time to calm 
the furies already unleashed over 
Diana dolls, scratnhcards and mar¬ 
garine. As A.N. Wilson asked: 
“Isn’t foe memorial fund in danger 
of adding cant to foe tackiness’ 
charge? Once you’ve allowed the 
‘money for charity' argument to 
justify the sale of tat. is there 
any depth which could not be 
plumbed?" 

Dr Purkis replies: “There are 
depths which should not be 
plumbed, but people’s tastes differ. 
The Princess herself was not inter¬ 
ested only in the tastes of Radio 4 
listeners. One person's tat is per¬ 
fectly acceptable to another, in a 
good cause. 

“But one doesn’t want to get too 
carried away with controversies," 
he adds. “The vast bulk of the fond 
is given, and is about giving. 
Problems about scratchcards and 
margarine have to be put in 
perspective. Nevertheless, clearly it 
is an area where we have to exercise 
great care and judgment on a case- 
by-case basis " 

He is foe imperturbable type. 
Perhaps it worked in his favour 


that he never met the Princess. “She 
came to the palace with a leprosy 
mission, and I watched her, but I 
wasn’t introduced to her myself." 
Not given to mawkish platitudes, 
he identifies the reaction to her 
death as "profound shock", and 
declares that the fond roust become 
“a worthwhile, splendid part of our 
culture" 

On the day of her death. Lam¬ 
beth Palace was besieged by re¬ 
quests for the archbishop’s views. 
“He was supposed to be on retreat 
in the North, but we managed to 
get him into a tele¬ 
virion studio in 
Manchester." 

The misleading 
West-country burr (he 
pronounces the final 
“r" in Manchester) 
comes from 20 years 
of Cornish holidays: 
he is going there to¬ 
morrow id ride the 
surf. He was bom 49 
years ago in North 
London, foe fourth 
child of an industrial 
chemist director of 
research with North Thames Gas. 
One of his three elder sisters is 
Christine Purkis, author of novels 
for teenagers. At Highgate School 
— "tiie thing I liked most about 
school was foe work" — he became 
head boy, “but I didn’t like myself 
in the role of enforcing petty rules. 
The only tiling I was tough on was 
silence in foe library. I didn't think 
it mattered about wearing caps 
when they were already 6ft Sin. 
What was liberating was the work, 
which I really loved." 

He won a scholarship to Corpus 
Christi. Oxford, where he sang in 
The Rake’s Progress, played the 
fool in college revues and gained a 
First Before doing his doctorate, he 
took a year off as a Gastarbeiter 
alongrideTurks and Yugoslavs in a 
hellish-sounding glue factory in 
Munich. “It was pretty ghastly. 
Huge vats of stinking, thick, indus¬ 
trial glue, and so noisy 1 could sing 
My Love Is Like A Red, Red Rose at 
the top of my voice. When one of foe 
vats spilt, I was mobilised with 
brooms and petrol. I just sang and 
sang to get through foe day. In the 
evening. I became a bourgeois 
student in search of opera and 
cultural life." 

He renounced academe for foe 
civil service fast-stream route 
“because they would take you on 
even if you didn’t know much about 
anything except railway building in 
South Africa" (his doctoral thesis). 
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Dr Puikis at Lambeth Palace: “One person’s tat is acceptable to another in a good cause." he said, “but we have to exercise great cane^ 


In the Nonhem Ireland Office, 
despite his pipsqueak status, he 
quickly rose in responsibility under 
MerJyn Rees. His predecessor as 
private secretary to foe permanent 
under-secretary had been killed, 
along with Christopher Ewart- 
Bjggs. Britain’s Ambassador in 
Dublin, in 1976. The job meant 
flying back and forth between 
North alt airport and the Stormont 
compound, with little time left for 
any kind of social life. 

His record in the voluntary 
sector was probably instrumental 
in securing him the new job. As a 
former assistant director of the 


National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations he created initiatives 
in community self-help groups 
such as Waste Watch, which pro¬ 
motes recycling. He was also 
director of the Council for the 
Protection for Rural England, 
under David Puttnam and then 
Jonathan Dimbleby. Despite his 
urban background, he is a country- 
lover who watches birds. Besides, 
the CPRE is a coalition of town and 
country, uniting shire colonels and 
idealistic urban students. 

In search of some chink in his 
impeccably wholesome and worthy 
armour, l say in jest. "TeU me about 


your nightclub croupier wife." He 
laughs. “Well. no. She is a former 
nurse and soda! worker." They 
have two children, J7 and 15. and 
live in Balham. Jenny Purkis works 
part-time in a Wandsworth carers’ 
centre, where people looking after 
disabled relatives, or parents of 
mentally handicapped adult child¬ 
ren. can seek advice on benefits or 
respite care—that vast area of need 
for which foe rest of us are thankful 
there are altruistic volunteers. 

“What is really humbling," says 
Dr Purkis. “is the attitude of prople 
who cany the roost extraordinary 
burdens in their personal lives. 


caring for disabled relatives year 
after year, without complaint or 
bitterness." 

The new job will give him a 
salary (£75,000) a third more 
handsome than the archbishop’s 
stipend (£51,020.) He had already 
told foe archbishop that “since ive 
only got one life, although I love 
working here for him. I did intend 
to keep my eyes open”. When the 
job of Diana fund chief executive 
was advertised, for someone with 
“outstanding management skills 
and business acumen" he was 
shortlisted from 19 candidates. 
Anthony Julius, the Princess's sol¬ 


icitor. pronounces him a man of 
“vision and drive". 

Life with foe archbishop has 
given him a foretaste of working 
with someone whose very name 
can summon public goodwill. 
“Whenever he asks anybody to do 
something for him. or to come to 
Lambeth Palace, they say yes. and 
it matters so much to all types of 
people if foe archbishop affirms 
them and takes an interest. 

“He prefers to be open with the 
media, which works better than the 
Harold Wilson way of thinking the 
press is all agin you. so you kind of 
sulk m a defensive way." 

He was in such accord with his 
boss that he was “allowed to play 
foe wet-blanket role when neces¬ 
sary and say T don’t think that will 
have foe effect you want,’ or 1 think 
such-and-such is a rotten idea.’" 
These skills in manipulation and 
diplomacy’ will be essential when 
dealing with over-emotionai media 
obsessiveness about the Princess. 

He has told foe trustees, who 
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The Princess: compassion 

include Sarah McCorquodale. the 
Princess's sister, that he will spend 
the first few months preparing a 
comprehensive vision statement, 
outlining exactly what foe memori¬ 
al fond is to be. It has already 
committed £13 million to appropri¬ 
ate causes. 

There could be plans to encour¬ 
age people to bequeath legacies and 
“beautiful houses" for the use of her 
charities. “1 hope foe trustees will 
not decide that the memorial fond 
should be a firework, a tremendous 
show which then fizzles ouL I think 
it should be a living memorial, 
which will continue in the long 
term. To blow all the money and 
then wind it up would be a pity. 

“Above all, foe fund must have 
enthusiasm for and commitment to 
foe things the Princess stood for. 
human warmth and compassion 
for foe weaker people at the 
margins of society. 

“Someone said she shone light 
into some of foe dark and sad 
places of life, and that is some¬ 
thing foe fund can continue to do in 
her name. They needed someone 
totally committal to that Then they 
could accept all foe cautious, rigor¬ 
ous judgments that might be 
necessary." 

Caution, rigour, probity: these 
will be his watchwords. "Yes. it’s a 
high profile fund, so one will have 
to be quite punctilious about any¬ 
thing that might cause a grubby 
fuss and might mar what should be 
a positive effort that rallies good¬ 
will from all sections of society. We 
don’t want to spoil that by having 
unnecessary controversies and 
rows." 
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Hobgoblins 
on the hearth 

Family life is bruising, it is a wonder that 
most children manage to survive it at all 

E asier is the most popular season These people may not look or talk tik 
for weddings. Each year, the most Times readers. Yet they plainly love 
ripening buds of spring join the bey and saw putting him into care as 
forces with the new tax year to failure on their part They showed whai 


E asier is the most popular season 
for weddings. Each year, the 
ripening buds of spring join 
forces with the new tax year to 
send thousands of young people into life's 
most testing battle. Hope hurls itself again 
onto the bruised breast of experience. 

In future, the battle rations should 
include a tape of Monday's Channel 4 
documentary. Keeping it in the Family, by 
Roger Graef. 1 used to think fly-on-the- 
wall films were mere amateur dramatics. 
The presence of cameras and the editing 
process could only distort. What could be 
filmed obscured what was real. The 
camera could never draw back from the 
image to reveal the thought 
I did not think that on Monday night. 
Keeping it in the Family was a documen¬ 
tary about an 11-year-old Wiltshire boy 
named James. His parents Stewart and 
Sonia were separated and remarried. 
Both were unemployed and alcoholic. The 
child was bright but disturbed, hyperac¬ 
tive and given to rages in which he trashed 
everything in sight. The father fought the 
mother for ten years for custody, won it 
but could not handle the boy. and could 
not stop hitring him. The mother look him 
back but could not handle him either. 
Social workers considered putting James 
into care. 

The characters were desperate in every 
sense. Drinking, swearing, bearded, pig¬ 
tailed. covered in tattoos, they did no work 
and lived high on the hog of the State. 
Lacking the diversion and self-esteem of a 
job. they endured the claustrophobia of 
nuclear families in council houses, and 
took it out on each other and their 
children. They were what middle-class 
viewers would call “awful people". 

The cameras filmed an attempt by the 
charity. Bamardo's. to get James's extend¬ 
ed family together to seek a path Tor him 

through their various _ 

quarrels, as an altema- m 

live to putting him into I • 
care. The technique was % y 4/1/ 
high-risk. It meant 1/ f t i 
bringing two fractured —■ 

parties together on neu- F 

tral territory, and expect- I >?yy 
ing them to son out their f y/ § [/§ 

own problems as well as t 

plan James's future—all ' ■- - - 

while James played the 
fool in their midst. 

At first sight the cause was hopeless. 
The miserable father. Stewart, admitted 
that he could not restrain himself from 
hitting his son, who showed his bruises on 
camera. The boy's behaviour was so bad 
he could not stay at school. Nobody could 
manage him. Endearing and articulate 
though he was. he needed leg-irons and a 
strairjacker. He was an accident waiting to 
happen. 

The causes of crime are no mystery: one 
third of imprisoned young offenders spent 
some time in care. Crime begins with 
parents who should not have met and 
children who should not have been bom, 
with love denied, attention scorned, 
warnings ignored and punishments that 
merely exacerbate the crime. To this the 
conservative offers an irrelevant prospec¬ 
tus. Teach these people right from wrong, 
he cries. Make family break-up harder. 
Hold parents “responsible*' for truancy, 
crime, drug-taking and curfews. Tine 
them, says Jack Straw, the Home Secre¬ 
tary- Family values must be inculcated, 
and if not inculcated then imposed by law. 
Social workers, psychologists and coun¬ 
sellors are the fancy-goods merchants of 
progressivism. They are fog, obscuring 
the shining path leading to the bliss that is 
the nuclear family. 

1 would like to see Mr Straw preaching 
family values to James’s relatives. They 
were beyond values. They were wrestling 
with an uncontrollable child. It was too 
late to wonder if he should have been 
lx>m. Keeping his nuclear family together 
would have risked life and limb. Punish¬ 
ment was senseless. These were partici¬ 
pants not in a tussle between good and evil 
but in a mess. What was remarkable was 
that, the more they argued, the less they 
played fault against fault and the more 
they attended to the mess. 


Simon 

Jenkins 


These people may not look or talk like 
most Times readers. Yet they plainly loved 
the bey and saw putting him into care as a 
failure on their part They showed whai 1 
call responsibility. The father was terrified 
of his violence and pleaded for counsel¬ 
ling. All of them cared about James's 
grades at school and wanted the best for 
him. They were not cruel or immoral 
people, merely untrained, unhelped and 
incompetent 

Their efforts did not succeed. The 
relatives managed to agree that James 
would go back to his mother. But he then 
tore his mother's family apart and defeat 
was admitted. He went into care in a foster 
home and. I understand, is now in a state 
boarding school in Wiltshire. However, he 
is reportedly well — behaved and happy. 
He is no longer at risk from his father. His 
parents’ new families are not being 
destroyed. Help that in times past would 
have come from a local community must 
now come from the State. Bui help has 
come. The extended family is regrouping, 
like a regiment farced to retreat but 
refusing to disband. It wants to keep in 
touch with the boy. to offer him a better 
home later. 

I cannot think of any clichS of “family 
values", let alone family polity, relevant to 
this saga Tolstoy was wrong. Unhappy 
families may be unhappy in their own 
way, but they have a frightening amount 
in common. Perhaps heavens should be 
moved to dissuade such people from 
having children. (I bet both Church and 
State showered blessings and subsidies to 
urge Stewart and Sonia into their original 
union.} Whai went wrong was nor an 
absence of values or policy. It was that two 
people found they could not live together 
or offer security to a child. 

1 know plenty of parents who do not 
look or live like these people, yet who 
share their predicament 
They too find a nuclear 
family hard to sustain. 
/TTiey relieve its pressure 
ii/ by divorce. They ask 

f m third parties, relatives or 

nannies, to act as proxies 
C* for their own affection 

(/ f and discipline. Fathers 
^5 spend little time with 

--- sons. Non-working 

mothers retreat into 
homes cut off from neighbourly villages or 
streets, and wonder that they are lonely 
and unstimulating to their children. I 
know parents who, like James's, regard 
boarding school as a respite from the 
strain of parenthood. 

Imposing guilt on those who “re¬ 
engineer" their families in this way serves 
no purpose. The nuclear family is a 20th- 
century concept Every Dickens novel 
involves a family “dysfunctional” in some 
respect The much-studied citizens of the 
medieval village of Montaillou treated 
family and village as synonymous. What 
is remarkable is that most children, whose 
development surely demands an extended 
society, contrive to survive nuclear fam¬ 
ilies ar all. 


B eing a parent is the toughest job 
most people attempt A previous 
Graef film showed a group of 
parents trying to handle serious¬ 
ly “hyperactive" children, first at home, 
then ata special class. Many parous were 
intelligent and middle-class, yet they 
made mistake after mistake. It was like 
watching someone perform a brain opera¬ 
tion or fly a jet withoutarty instruction. We 
demand that midwives be licensed. We 
have laws to regulate the nurture of farm 
animals, the care of the sick or teaching in 
schools. But bring a child into the world 
and you are on your own, whether you be 
harbouring a saint or a serial killer. 

Like James’s father and mother, you 
may 1 aveyour child and ache to be seen as 
a responsible parent, yet when you foul it 
up, all the hobgoblins of politics and 
religion descend on you and call you evil. 
These people are no help. They can resort 
to preaching, but they never tell you what 
to do when you are at your wits’ end. But 
then they, like you, are in this matter still 
living in the Dark Ages covered in woad. 
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Hail warriors of peace 


L et there be no carping. It 
is a wonderful achieve¬ 
ment to have readied an 
agreement in the North¬ 
ern Ireland talks. 

I offer my warmest congratu¬ 
lations to die Prime Minister, to 
the Secretary of State, the Irish 
Prime Minister, the party lead¬ 
ers, and also to the Ulster 
Unionists and Sinn Fein, who 
had the toughest choices to 
make. Be in no doubt — it took 
real courage for the participants 
in these talks to reach an 
agreement 

There are countless unknown 
figures who have played an 
important part in constructing 
the mosaic of peace, and if the 
names of three outstanding civil 
servants — Stephen Wall, Rod 
Lyne and John Holmes — 
appear for once in print, then so 
much the better. They know how 
many of their colleagues in 
Belfast and Dublin also worked 
so hard and so long for this 
outcome. 

There are many memories. 
Tom King asking Brian 
Mawhinney to explore talks ten 
years ago. Later, sitting alone, in 
Downing Street on my first day 
as Prime Minister, and writing a 
shortlist of objectives, with 
Northern Ireland at its head. 
The evening that the message 
arrived at No 10 from the IRA: 
“We need your {British/ help to 
bring the conflict to an end." 
Dusk outside, and hope inside. 

There were setbacks too, time 
and time again; and perhaps 
most dramatically the ending of 
the ceasefire, and the horror of 
the atrocities at Warrington and 
Greystod. Often if looked hope¬ 
less, with entrenched differences 
seeming to be unbridgeable. But 
in truth, it never was hopeless, 
although doggedness and pa¬ 
tience were needed as frequently 
as inventiveness and optimism. 

1 remember early meetings 
with the then Irish Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Charles Haughey, when we 
agreed to meet bilaterally on a 
regular basis, which was a 
wholly novel concept 
Albert Reynolds, his succes¬ 
sor, engaging and outrageous in 
turn, but always fun, with whom 
a pact was formed to seek a deal 


John Major celebrates a bravely 
won accord that will unleash 
the talents of the Irish people 


we both believed could be done. 
Out of this was to spring the 
“Downing Street declaration”, 
which isolated the men of vio¬ 
lence and put in place a coalition 
for peace. 

John Bruton, his polar opp¬ 
osite in many ways, was equally 
fun, and fiercely committed. I 
had sharp meetings with both of 
than, but relations never suf¬ 
fered more than a temporary 
setback. With John Bruton, the 
framework document was 
agreed and it set out, tor the first 
time, what a settlement might 
look like that would be accept¬ 
able to both Governments. This 
document opened the way for the 
all-party talks that have now 

readied such a _ 

successful 

conclusion- TTlPl 

Peter Brooke A 

did so much rick 

spadework; and 1 

Paddy Mayhew cniriP 

was a rock. AJ- aumc 

ways there, al- or/)111 

ways dependable. & t v J 

inventive, dry- Cfill ^ 

witted, and caus- a 

tic; but never licp j 

letting personal 
frustrations upset ~ 
his determination to succeed. He 
was lucky, too, in Jean Mayhew, 
who was like a second Secretary 
of State, so hard did she work in 
the community. Michael 
Ancram also had a tremendous 
“feel" for how to heal the bruises 
Of tire past 

The list of builders goes on. 
Bringing in George Mitchell 
nearly four years ago. The 
church leaders. Archbishop Rob¬ 
in Eames and Cardinal Cabal 
Daly. There was wise and canny 
Jim Molyneaux and John 
Hume, whose capacity to pro¬ 
duce new propositions never 
flagged when the old ones fell. So 
many names, and many more 
missed than I haw mentioned. 


There is a 
risk that 
some fringe 
groups will 
still seek to 
use terror 


But they will not mind, because 
for all of them it is the outcome 
that matters. 

Dearly, there are still hurdles 
to overcome. The deal readied 
by the politicians must be accept¬ 
ed by the Northern Ireland 
community, where the details 
may often be unpalatable. The 
referendum must be won — 
hopefully by a massive margin. 

The legislation has yet to be 
framed and passed in Westmin¬ 
ster and Dublin. The promises 
made must be honoured. There 
is a risk — sadly a probability — 
that some fringe groups may still 
seek to use terror and mayhem 
to disrupt the process. Some of 

those engaged in terrorist acrivi- 

_ ties use it to make 

a life of criminal- 

k is a ^ under 

" a guise of political 

I'flflt aims, and their 

Iiai livelihood is at 

rjngp stake. Massive 

progress has 

S Will ** en made, but 

3 Yvi-ix much remains to 

f»k to be done, and 

v lu some will still 

.rror seek to obstruct it. 

Hie people of 
' Northern Ireland 

have much to gain. A life without 
the grisly reality of daily vio¬ 
lence. without roadblocks and 
searches, and without a dally 
fear for their families and espe¬ 
cially their children. The oppor¬ 
tunity now exists for a life in 
which the inherited hatred erf 
generations can be cast aside 
and the disputes between Catho¬ 
lic and Protestant, Unionist and 
nationalist, can be consigned to 
histoiy. 

There are more material pros¬ 
pects loo. The settlement if 
implemented — and perhaps 
even before it is implemented — 
will lead to a massive growth in 
investment in Northern Ireland 
(and the Republic) on a scale 


never seen before, but foreshad¬ 
owed in Lhe ceasefire of two 
years asa 

The impact of ail this upon 
practical improvements lo the 
lifestyle of Northern Ireland will 
be enormous; it will remove 
grievances and hardship; and 
there will be jobs in deprived 
areas (mainly Catholic) where 
before there were none; a vast 
improvement in the range and 
quality of opportunity; huge 
savings over time (but cautious¬ 
ly, please) on security. 

1 do not underestimate the 
problems that lie ahead. They 
are substantial. Difficult deci¬ 
sions on security, policing, re¬ 
moving weapons, and prisoners 
in detention will all cause contro¬ 
versy. and in some cases bitter¬ 
ness, as they are finalised and 
implemented. There will be time 
enough to reflect on these in the 
days ahead. 

But none of these problems — 
all of them inevitable and all of 
them foreseen — can detract 
from the advances made. The 
British and Irish Governments 
are agreed, and eventually and 
with difficulty, the political par¬ 
ties are agreed- save only the 
Democratic Unionist Party. 


E ven in the bleakest 
moments I always be¬ 
lieved h could be done 
and that the politics of 
reason would prevail in the end. 
It now looks as though they 
might have. A Labour Prime 
Minister and his Irish counter¬ 
part have now orchestrated the 
agreement 1 don’t care about 
their political labels. I just care 
that they have done it and l want 
their achievement to thrive. 

The Irish people are gifted and 
joyous. The grim face of terror¬ 
ism has never been the true face 
of Ireland. A settlement can 
unleash all the talents of a people 
rooted too long in the disputes of 
their forebears. The present gen¬ 
eration may enjoy a future of a 
sort that was only a dream to 
their parents. 

There- is now real cause for 
hope. Irish history records the 
Easter Uprising. Let us hope 
that this Easter records the Irish 
Settlement 


I I is Easier: the time we re¬ 
member Jesus Christ and 
his eerie, enigmatic final 
davs. And there are those of us 
who find at this rime that our 
feelings of confusion and ambiv- 
I alence towards Christ's Crucifix¬ 
ion and subsequent Resurrection 
are intensified. It is a disturbing 
time of year. 

I ring a dear friend I. M. 
Birtwistle, a poet, gallery owner 
and Roman Catholic, for help 
and she tells me of Easter and 
the Passion: “Well, it makes 
death bearable, dear boy."And I 
am so struck by the conviction in 
her voice that I feel pallid and 
weak with my slippery, etiolated 
faith. 

She speaks of the Resurrection 
and “the Kingdom that awaits us 
all" and after wishing her a 
happy Easier 1 hang up cursing 
the pan of me that refuses to take 
that final leap, that leaves me 
with my ear pressed to the wall 
I of a place where I hear beautiful 
music but cant find the door that 
will bid me entrance. 

The Passion is the conclusion 
to a tale that has intrigued me for 
most of my life. Thai awesome 
figure of Christ whose words of 
compassion, of venom, of love, of 
anger, have whispered and 
how led to me all down my days, 
has informed my songwriting, 
calling to my imagination, not 
just in the jewel-like brilliance of 
his words, but in the flight of 
inspiration that was his life. He 
illuminated the world with his 
rag-rag ministry, and all the 
business of his betrayal, his 
bogus trial and his criminal's 
death. It is through Christ's life 
that I have found a focus for my 
own; in its essential humanness, 
its mystery, the sadness of it his 
hurt for mankind, as He moved 
towards his inevitable death. 

But of course Easter is a 
celebration of the Resurrection, 
of that which "makes death 
bearable". It is a celebration of 
the promise of a hereafter. And 
this is where I am left out in the 
cold. Do we need the Resurrec¬ 
tion? Rsrhaps Christ's extraordi¬ 
nary journey is sufficient 
justification of life’s worth, with¬ 
out the need for all the positive 
energy to be poured into a 
concept of the hereafter. Surely 
this denies us the glory of our 
existence, demeaning the King¬ 
dom which is here and now? 

The Jesus of the Gospels has 
mythologised life and mystified 
it He is a glorious metaphor for 
our own heroic journey. A man. 
through virtue of His clarity of 
vision, propelled Himself and 
those He touched beyond the 
mundanity of a life that denies 
the spark of the divine, of 
inspiration, of imagination. 
Christ came in light to release 
us from all that would bind us to 
the ground, in order that we take 
flight. That Christ moved so 
indefarigably towards his death, 
blazing a trail of brilliance as He 
went yet was so haunted by its 
approach — as we ourselves are 
shaped by the approach of our 
own deaths — only serves to 
make his own life all the more 
meaningful. Our lives are mean¬ 
ingful. Death does not negate 
than. That we die only serves to 
enlighten our own existences. 

For me, the Passion is not so 
much what makes death bear¬ 
able, but what makes life 
bearable. 

Nick Cave is a singer, songwriter 
and author. 


Wreck role 


CHRIS SMITH is to hire a scuba 
diver to uncover shipwrecks laden 
with riches, lying forgotten on the 
seabed off the British coast The 
salty old seadog masquerading as 
Culture Secretary is to appoint 
Stuart Bryan, who is to become the 
Nautical Archaeology Coordina¬ 
tor and will join a new Advisory 
Committee on Historic Wreck 
Sites. The committee will approve 
licences to excavate ghastly ship¬ 
wrecks in the search for a forgotten 
Titanic Three Roman vessels, said 
to be submerged under the Thames 
Estuary for 2,000 years, have 
excited Smith's interest The hard¬ 
working minister is even consider¬ 
ing donning a wetsuit and 
inspecting the valuable cargo him¬ 
self. “Mr Bryan is a respected and 
enthusiastic member of the diving 


community and an active member 
of the Sub-Aqua Association," 
Smith tells me. “Sport-divers play a 
key role in the protection of historic 
wreck sites around our coast." 

“These Roman ships are time 
capsules," says Bryan. “We begin 
searching in September. It has 
been suggested that Chris Smith 
might take a dive although, as an 
instructor, 1 must say he will have 
to meet the physical requirements.” 
A keen conservationist. Bryan does 
not see himself as a plunderer. “My 
job is to communicate the value of 
the objects." Smith will then have to 
decide whether the wrecks should 
be salvaged. But if Smith hopes to 
fill the department’s coffers with 
Roman gold, Bryan fears he might 
be disappointed. “The boats might 
just be full of olives." 
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• AWAY from the cameras, the 
early architects of the Irish peace 
deal will meet this weekend: John 
Major and Sir Patrick Mayhew. 
"They will crock open champagne," 
says a source. "They are hugely 
relieved and looking forward to 
toasting the new agreement " 

Ronay’s recce 

THAT old sausage-muncher Egon 
Ronay has been prowling the Com¬ 
mons to test the quality of MRs’ 
nosh. Attempts by Labour to 
“northemise" cuisine (black pud¬ 
ding. burnt rissoles, you know the 
fayre) have not gone down well 
with the gourmet But then Ronay 
has not gone down well with MPs. 
They were left to nurse rumbling 
tummies when the head chef at the 
Churchill Grill dosed the kitchen. 
After an hour’s wait, the room — 
packed with hungry diners — in¬ 
cluding Ken Clarke, discovered 
that Ronay was to blame. “The chef 
is preparing a special meal and 
wine-tasting for Egon.” said a wait¬ 
er, “Everyone must wait.” But 
Ronay was not impressed when he 
saw a dodgy potato on the plate of 
Barry Sheermaru MR “I don’t sup¬ 
pose you are having these.” said the 
MP. “No.” replied Ronay. “I wall 
come back disguised as an MP." 

Black widow 

MADELEINE WICKHAM, a Zeit¬ 
geist novelist par excellence (you 



JASPER GERARD 

know the type: thin plot plus an ob¬ 
session with death and sex), has 
been invading people's privacy — 
and grief — to research her latest 
tome. She has been turning up un¬ 
invited to strangers' funerals pos¬ 



ing as a young widow. This maca¬ 
bre pastime has culminated in The 
Gatecrasher, about a young sexy 
woman who cruises gravesides to 
prey on rich men to seduce and ex¬ 
ploit As Ms Wickham (pictured) is 
also young, sescy and exploitative, 
her imaginative power's could not 
have been tested too much. 

• SPORTSWOMEN may have left 
the Winter Olympics with more 
than happy memories. A Japanese 
condom-maker, who handed out 
samples, is recalling seven million 
because many have proven defec¬ 
tive. “It is Japan's first condom re¬ 
call.* says a health spokesman. 

Choral crisis 

HARVEY GOLDSMITH has fall¬ 
en foul of Equity over plans to use 
singers drawn from the public in 
his mammoth production of Aida. 
The actors' union told its members 
his quest “to save money" should 
be opposed. “It is deplorable." it 
huffs. “Rubbish." says Goldsmith. 
“Equity did not object initially. 
Would it have me dispense with an 
excellent choir and replace it with a 
cobbled-together one?" 

• THE Archbishop of York's call 
for a searching review of the links 
between Church and State rather 
split the defence of the General 
Synod When he called on Thurs¬ 
day to warn them that he was feel¬ 
ing radical, he was greeted by a 
message : “Closed for Easter.” 
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AN EASTER PEACE 

Compromise takes root in Ulster’s narrow ground 


After the longest of Good Fridays has come 
the best of news. After negotiations which 
exhausted, but which would not have 
worked unless they were exhaustive, has 
oome an agreement. After thirty years of 
tribulation the suffering may cease. This 
Easter, the congregations who have prayed 
for peace beneath the steeples of Fermanagh 
a and Tyrone have seen compromise take root 
“ in Ulster’s narrow ground. It will require 
careful nurturing and support if it is not to 
be trodden underfoot by militants. But the 
integrity of the quarrel between Unionist 
and nationalist of which Winston Churchill 
spoke in 1922 may. at last, have been 
resolved. Two hundred years after Irishmen 
united in rebellion they may, at last, be 
brought together in honest reconciliation. 

The agreement in Ulster is the work of 
many hands, some stained by past mis¬ 
deeds. but all now clasped in hope. It is too 
soon, perhaps, to fashion laurels from the 
olive branches of peace but Tony Blair has 
shown himself as skilled a statesman as he is 
£ a party leader. This week he has used both 
^ silk and steel to bring disputants together. 
D.G. Boyce, the distinguished historian of 
Ireland’s troubles, has said before that the 
Irish Question can be answered only by 
London’s politicians. Mr Blair, in partner¬ 
ship with the Taioseach. Bertie Ahem, has 
used all the authority of his office to bring a 
settlement and in so doing to work towards a 
secure future for the United Kingdom. 

All those of Northern Ireland’s politicians 
who have assented to this settlement have 
taken risks, and many must show great 
bravery if it is to stick. The Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble, in particular, has 
shown rare vision. Every step towards a 
settlement was haunted by the memory of 
the men who had stumbled before. Terence 
O'Neill and Brian Faulkner had led Union- 
% ism from the front but travelled too far from 
their people. By honestly reflecting his 
constituents' fears, while also educating 
them in the changing realities of a new 
political environment Mr Trimble has 
made a more durable and more modem 
Union possible. 

The last-minute alarums which delayed 


but did not derail agreement may have 
irritated, but Mr Trimble had to safeguard 
the principles on which a lasting and 
honourable peace must be built. All who 
participate in a new Northern Ireland 
assembly must demonstrate an unambigu¬ 
ous commitment to democracy. The de¬ 
commissioning of weapons is a precondition 
which must be adhered to before parties can 
work together. It has been waived during 
negotiations in order to ensure that no 
movement can feel victimised, but now the 
path is dear for the paramilitaries. Aban¬ 
doning the Armalite will allow them to wield 
the levers of power. Their electorate’s voice 
can be properly heard only when the guns 
are, for ever, silenced. 

Nationalist Ireland will also have to 
accept the decommissioning of old symbols, 
but it stands to gain much of substance. 
With the agreement enshrining the principle 
of consent in the Constitution of the Irish 
Republic, the point is conceded that Ulster’s 
future is firmly within the United Kingdom 
for as long as its citizens wish. But now nat¬ 
ionalists within Northern Ireland have the 
chance to play their full, and equal, part in 
the administration of the Province. The 
structure of a future assembly guarantees 
that majorities can never grow arrogant, 
while also ensuring that the assent of a maj¬ 
ority is required for the effective operation of 
new North-South institutions. The space bas 
been deared for the genuine cooperation 
between Belfast and Dublin which can 
benefit all the island’s dtizens without 
needing to threaten the identity of any. 

This Easter agreement will not bring 
peace within days. Indeed, it may be 
accompanied at first tty an upsurge of 
violence from those groups on the fringes 
determined never to compromise. If. how¬ 
ever. the republican leadership can show the 
courage to say the struggle has ended and if. 
above all, this agreement is seen as a 
settlement and not a staging-post, then there 
is hope. Future Easters may then be 
celebrated in all the Province’s churches 
with signs of peace across old barriers, bells 
which no longer toll mournfully and hearts 
that can sing joyfully. 


STANDARDS OF TRUTH 

Scientists do not believe Iraqi lies and nor should diplomats 


UN weapons inspectors have been back at 
work in Iraq for only a few weeks. It is too 
soon to judge whether last February’s deal 
between the Iraqi Government and Kofi 
Annan has enabled Unscom’s experts to 
resume their vital work free of Iraqi 
obstruction, or whether Iraq will succeed in 
placing its teams under unworkable political 
constraints. The first inspection of the eight 
“presidential sites" was inevitably a formal¬ 
ity; Iraq had had weeks in which to remove 
Vk all documents and suspect equipment The 
* palaces had even been stripped of furniture. 

But this was a sideshow. More relevant to 
the task at hand was last month’s statement 
by Richard Butler, the head of Unscom, that 
he had made "great progress" in talks with 
Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s Deputy Premier, and 
found “a new spirit of co-operation". But 
Iraq continues to try to hobble Unscom; and 
the new spirit does not seem to have oper¬ 
ated during the latest technical evaluation of 
Iraq's biological weapons, programme by a 
team of independent experts in Vienna. 

This independent review was undertaken 
at the request of Iraq, which clearly hoped 
that it would be more positive than Unscom 
about Iraq’s compliance with its obligation 
to eliminate its biological, chemical and 
nuclear weapons capability. For more than a 
week, Iraqi officials discussed Iraq’s latest 
“full, final and complete disclosure’’ of its 
biological weapons programme with experts 
from 15 countries. Only three Unscom 
members were present 

The resulting report is dammng. It speaks 
of "falsified or altered papers, accounts and 
material", of "incomplete and inadequate" 
disclosures, of “inconsistencies and gaps in 


information" and “implausible" and “ab¬ 
surd” accounting for such deadly materials 
as botulinum, anthrax, and aflatoxm. It con¬ 
cludes that Iraq is probably still hiding wea¬ 
pons, stocks, large quantities of growth 
media for cultivating deadly bacteria and 
bombs designed to deliver le&hal agents. 

Die experts’ criticisms cover not only the 
disclosure document produced last Septem¬ 
ber but the attitude of the Iraqi officials at 
the meeting itself. The delegation, it says, 
“did not grasp the opportunity offered" to 
provide the information sought Its attitude 
showed “no change since 1995", a period 
when, Iraq later admitted, it was doing 
everything to hide its biological weapons 
programme. So much for the new spirit of 
co-operation. A convincing Iraqi account of 
purchases, stocks and capabilities is as 
important as the UN’s unfettered access to 
sites in Iraq. Die next six-monthly assess¬ 
ment of Iraq’s compliance is due within 
days. This report together with the Inter¬ 
national Atomic Energy Agency's negative 
assessment on Iraq’s nuclear programme, 
should put any further easing of UN 
sanctions out of the question. 

Those whose concerns are not commercial 
advantage but humanitarian need should 
also note that Iraq’s Government shares that 
proper concern so little that it is trying to 
sabotage the conference Britain is convening 
to help Iraq to sell more oil for food. These 
reports are encouraging evidence that last 
February’s deal has in no way diminished 
the determination of scientific experts not to 
be fobbed off with Iraqi evasions. Diplomats 
prepared to tolerate a fudge have been set 
standards of truth that they must respect 




BURSTING BANKS HOLIDAY 

The Great British Disaster breaks all records 
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the past from others on the hard shoulder. 
The week at Magaluf would hardly seem 
merited if it was not preceded by taped 
messages every three hours at Gatwick 
promising a new take-off time. 

Britons are natural passengers on the 
Titanic, comforting each other with tales of 
disaster as the countryside disappears under 
water. All last week the weathermen, with 
just a touch of gloating, were predicting 
sleet, snow, hail and storms. But Middle 
England did not listen. Middle England 
knows that tornados happen only in disaster 
movies. But now disaster has fallen on 
Middle England, and no scenario is too 
awful to contemplate. Riverbanks are burst¬ 
ing, bridges budding, rescue helicopters 
whining aloft. Even mobile phone systems 
have been swamped as car after car gleefully 

flashes out the bad news. 

Motoring organisations, rescue workers 
and the hapless housewife can give satisfy¬ 
ing vent to their plight "It was a journey 
from hell. I’ve never seen anything like it” 
Even the unlucky ones who stay dry at home 
can thrill to the shots of water pouring into 
others' sitting rooms. Satisfyingly, officials 
have proclaimed that in many places it has 
been the worst flood this century. And for 
years to come the hardy can relate how they 
survived the famous Easter of 1998. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Television’s ‘dynamic’ digital future 


From Mr David Graham 

Sir. Raymond Snoddy reports (April 
7) on Mr Rupert Murdoch’s speech to 
the European Audiovisual Conference 
on the “unhealthy concentration" of 
power that he perceives in state broad¬ 
casting. 

As we enter a world of many chan¬ 
nels. 1 believe we should be less con¬ 
cerned about broadcaster concentra¬ 
tion and more concerned about crea¬ 
tive concentration. 

What will matter most is that chan¬ 
nels arc managed in a way likely to 
create the best content That in turn 
suggests that our regulators should 
shut their attention to issues like 
competition, diversity of supply, and 
ease of entry for the makers of content 

In the UK. in 1996. nearly 44 per 
cent of the audiences for new terres¬ 
trial network programmes were for 
programmes made by one producer 
BBC Television. Granada came next 
at 11 per cent (15 per cent if subsequent 
acquisitions are included). 1 am cur¬ 
rently looking at the figures for 1997. 
but! do not expect very much change. 
This is a level of creative concen¬ 
tration unprecedented anywhere else 
in the world. 

It would be surprising if the condi¬ 
tions that produce the best results in 
other fields do not apply equally to the 
production of television programmes. 
If we want our entertainment indus¬ 
tries to be dynamic, exporting indus¬ 
tries. our programmes need to be as 
good as we can possibly make them. 
And that will mean reaping the full 
benefits of competition. 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID GRAHAM. 

David Graham & Associates Limited. 
33-39 Bridge Street, 

Taunton, Somerset TAI1TP. 

April 7. 

From Mr Horace Mitchell 

Sir. Many will agree with Mr John 
Birrs appeal for continued protection 
of public service broadcasting in the 
digital age (report. April 6). But let’s 
hope that his plans for the BBC’s ven¬ 
tures into digital services are not 
based on his erroneous assertion that 
“Hie cost of watching a screen will 
rise enormously". 


As ii goes digital, television, like 
telephony, is about to encounter price- 
performance trends and competition 
that have long been familiar in the 
computer industry. The Internet and 
the World Wide Web provide the first 
illustrations of what can happen: for a 
very small cost and with no specialist 
equipment. I can already “broadcast" 
video and sound from a conference 
anywhere in the world, and my broad¬ 
cast. albeit of fairly crude quality, can 
be received by anyone in the world 
with a PC and an Internet connection. 

The cost of PC plus Internet is 
rapidly approaching the cost of TV 
plus licence and its cost will continue 
to fall. The next generation of mobile 
computers and communications will 
mean that any spectator at a soccer 
match will be able to broadcast video 
and sound from the match to a world¬ 
wide audience. In the digital age it will 
be practicable and affordable to 
broadcast every match (indeed every 
public event), and without involving 
either Mr Birt or his competitors. 

Inevitably this explosion of supply 
means a reduction in price, unless 
governments seek to protect the 
dominant position of old-style broad¬ 
casting organisations by making it 
illegal for citizens and football clubs to 
create and distribute material across 
the Internet. History suggests that in 
the end any such prohibition will fail. 

Twenty years ago it was unthink¬ 
able that children would have a 
powerful personal computer on their 
Christmas or birthday wish-lists. 
Twenty years from now (and probably 
very much sooner) it will be common¬ 
place for ordinary dtizens and every 
organisation to broadcast the future 
equivalent of TV productions. 

If professional broadcasters want lo 
retain large audiences they will have 
to compete on the quality of what they 
offer. They certainly wont be in a 
position to increase the “cost of 
watching a screen". 

Yours faithfully. 

HORACE MITCHELL 
(Programme Director. 

European Tdework Development). 
Tile Barn House. 

Woolton Hill. Newbury RG20 9UZ. 
horace_mitchell9compuserve.com 
April 7. 


Cost to industry of 
high interest rates 

From Mr Michael Fabricant, MP for 
Lichfield ( Conservative) 

Sir. So Eddie George has managed to 
prevent an interest rate rise for an¬ 
other month (report. Business, April 
10). He is to be congratulated in his 
impossible position. Both the Bank 
and the Government recognise that 
the high value of the pound is cripp¬ 
ling manufacturing industry. Yet 
when questioned on the matter, the 
Prime Minister and Chancellor pro¬ 
claim their innocence and their inabi¬ 
lity to intervene. In the Commons on 
Wednesday (Political Sketch. April 9). 
John Prescott tried to make light of it. 

Labour are right to claim they are 
powerless in this. During the election 
campaign they promised not to in¬ 
crease income taxes during die course 
of the Parliament — and who can 
blame them? Labour do not enjoy a 
good reputation on that front. Bui by 
making that commitment, they paint¬ 
ed themselves into an economic cor¬ 
ner. Once in Government. Labour 
then took an early and blatant politi¬ 
cal derision which compounded their 
fix and has proved near-fatal for 
exporters. 

The Chancellor gave quasi-inde¬ 
pendence to the Bank of England: a 
halfway house which he ho pal would 
deflect blame for interest rate rises 
away from the Treasury. This was a 
decision he will live to regret For 
unlike the US Federal Reserve, which 
has full independence and can set its 
own strategic inflation targets for the 
long-term benefit of the US economy, 
the Government has set the Bank of 
England the rigid target of a 25 per 
cent inflation rate, at a time when con¬ 
tinental European and US rates are 
drifting slightly upwards. What 
choice did Eddie George have but to 
show caution and raise interest rates 
five times since the election? 

The Chancellor should have either 
retained the powers enjoyed by his 
predecessor, Ken Clarke, or allowed 
the Bank total independence. Instead, 
interest rates are set too high and are 
likely to rise again. Combined with 
the perceived weakness of the euro¬ 
currencies and our economy’s tenden¬ 
cy to be more in phase with that of the 
US. the pound is likely to shackle ex¬ 
porters still further in the months to 
come. 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL FABRICANT, 

House of Commons. 

April 10. 

From Mr Michael J. Forbes 

Sir, It is dear that the Bank of Eng¬ 
land will continue to use high interest 
rates to prevent the economy over¬ 
heating. However, since such meas¬ 
ures are indirect, there is an inevitable 
delay in achieving the reduction in 
consumer spending. In the meantime, 
irreparable damage will be done to 
certain pans of our manufacturing 
sector. 

A more direct and selective method 
of controlling consumer spending 
would result from the Treasury in¬ 
creasing VAT rates for a limited peri¬ 
od. In reality, VAT is a tax on con¬ 
sumption. 

While the Government stated at the 
time of the election that they had no 
intention of raising taxes, they will not 
be the first administration to under¬ 
take a U-turn, no doubt blaming the 
previous Government. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL J. FORBES. 

63 Hough Green, Chester CH4 8JW. 
April 10. 


Jonesboro tragedy 

From Mr John Hopewell 

Sir, Mr Tim Bone (letter. April 6) de¬ 
serves our strongest support in his 
appeal for a better understanding of 
the causes of the tragedy in Jonesboro. 
Arkansas. 

I thought his argument became a 
little clouded in its reference to the cul¬ 
ture of oppression and heterosexual 
male domination, but his conclusion 
is absolutely right: our society has 
devised no way of propagating a code 
of personal conduct to take the place of 
Church, family and school, which for 
various reasons are less and less 
effective in this role. 

His letter draws attention to a neg¬ 
lected subject, but one which deserves 
society's first consideration. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN HOPEWELL 
The Vicarage, Langrish. 

Petersfidd, Hampshire GU32 1QY. 

xwm53@diaLpipex.com 

April 6. 


life’s little burdens 

From Dr C. Whetton 

Sir, Dr Thomas Stuttaford may be 
concerned about “telephone neck” (ar¬ 
ticle. April 2) and Mrs Sandra Chitticfc 
(letter, April 7) may be suffering from 
"handbag hunch", but I was recently 
diagnosed as suffering from “laptop 
shoulder". » 

This condition is apparently caused 
fay carrying: a notebook computer, 
mobile phone, tape recorder, camera, 
spare batteries, tapes, film and disk¬ 
ettes for the above — along with a 
large flask of malt whisky and a bottle 
of Codeine. 

Yours faithfully, 

CR1S WHETTON. 

Satakunnankatu 40BI8, 

33210 Tampere, Finland 
cris.whetton9vtLfi 
April 7. 


Coward revival 

From the Director of The Red Hot 
Aids Charitable Trust 

Sir. To survive as a standard, a song 
has to be able to stand up to many 
different interpretations and styles of 
performance. It is a cruel paradox that 
Sir Noel Coward’s recordings of his 
own songs have indeed proved to be 
inimitable, to the extent that very few 
have subsequently been performed by 
other artists. The reputation of his 
songs has thus sadly been the victim 
of the success, in his lifetime, of Cow¬ 
ard’s own performances of them. 

Clive Davis (“Echoes of the Mas¬ 
ter’s voice", Arts, April 9) fails to rec¬ 
ognise that few people under 50 today 
could name, or recognise, any of Cow¬ 
ard'S songs. If one believes that Cow¬ 
ard was indeed a great songwriter, 
one has to accept that his songs need 
to reach new audiences. Excessive rev- 


Cheers? 

From Sir Humphry Wakefield 

Sir, Hemingway readers may well re¬ 
call his manly Martini 15/1 mix (letter. 
April 7). No61 Coward’s was more 
manly still. 

I was lucky enough to stay in the 
Master’s New York apartment for a 
few months long ago and his Martini 
directions were very dear: Chill the 
gm and shake it, lemon ped routine, 
incline towards Italy and serve. 

Yours &c, 

HUMPHRY WAKEFIELD. 
Chfllingham Castle. 

Chillingham. 

Northumberland NE66 5NJ. 

April 7. 


Slips of the tongue 

From Mr E. A. J. Parry 

Sir, Your report (March 31) about the 
film The Man in the Iron Mask points 
out that the mask of the prisoner in 
the Bastille was made of velvet, not 
iron. 

I am reminded of a literary mis¬ 
translation in the story of Cinderella 
who, we are told in the English ver¬ 
sion. went to the bail and dropped her 
glass slipper on the palace stairs. In 
this case the translator of the original 
French text confused the word vair 
(fur or ermine) with its homophone 


Cut-off point 

From Mrs M. A. Anson 

Sir, Mr Bruce Parker alleges (April 4; 
see also letter. March 30) that aperitif 
is a set of dentures. When consulting a 
wine list he should also remember 
that Chdteauneuf-du-Pape means 
“my father comes from Newcastle". 

Yours faithfully, 

ELIZABETH ANSON. 

Drax House, Dlshead, 

Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 4SJ. 

April 5. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
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email to: letters@the-times.co.uk 


erence or pastiche are unlikely to con¬ 
vince new audiences of their lasting 
worth. 

All the more reason to welcome a 
fresh, contemporary approach to 
Coward's unique legacy, as exempli¬ 
fied in the performances of Robbie 
Williams, Elton John, and all the 
other artists involved in die Twentieth 
Century Blues project of which I am 
happy to have been the originator. 

Davis’s pompous attempt to protect 
Coward’s songs from any performan¬ 
ces he may not like can only serve fur¬ 
ther to consign them to the nether¬ 
world of “nostalgia" in which they at 
present unfortunately and unjustly 
languish. 

Yours sincerely. 

SIMON WATNEY, Director. 

The Red Hoi Aids Charitable Trust 
Suite 32. Die Eurolink Centre, 

49 Effra Road, Brixton. SW2 IBZ. 
April 9. 


From Miss Deborah Lane 

Sir, According to Salvatore Calabrese, 
m Classic Cocktails (Prion, 1997), Sir 
Winston Churchill would make his 
Martinis by “pouring gin into a pitch¬ 
er and ’glancing briefly at a bottle of 
Vermouth' across the room". 

Kind regards, 

D. J. LANE, 

Cowslip Farm, Park Common Lane. 
Kenninghall, Norfolk NR16 2ES. 

From Mr David Politi 

Sir, I was taught four parts gin to no 
parts vermouth. 

Yours, 

D. POLITI, 

9 Longridge Road, SW5 9SB. 


verre (glass). Certainly Cinderella 
would have been much more comfort¬ 
able in for. 

It seems possible that in Dumas’ 
story there may somehow have been a 
confusion between vair and fer (iron). 
While not exact homophones they are 
dose enough in profoundafion for a 
misunderstanding. 

Yours. 

E. A. J. PARRY. 

Hobland House, 

Devon House Drive. 

Bovey Tracey, 

South Devon TQ139HA. 

April 4. 


From Dr Oliver lmpey 

Sir. Mr K. H. Larkman (letter, April 4) 
should not tamper with the text Mat 
de mer means mother-in-law, not 
“sick of mother", as every reader of the 
classic Fractured French* by F. S. 
Pearson, and with superb drawings 
by R. Taylor (Putnam, London, 1951), 
knows; just as void' I'angtais avec son 
sang-froid habitue! means “here 
comes that Englishman with his 
usual bloody cold" and carte blanche 
means “for God’s sake, take Blanche 
home”. 

Yours faithfully. 

OLIVER 1MPEY. 

Department of Eastern Art, 
Ashmolean Museum. 

Oxford OX1 2PH. 

April 7. 


Blight of malaria 
and its treatments 

From Dr Ruth Livingstone 
Sir. 1 read with sympathy and interest 
the account by Matthew Parris (“I 
think I’d rather have malaria”. Week¬ 
end. April 4) of the very unpleasant 
symptoms he experienced after taking 
Lariam. the anti-malaria drug. 

Unfortunately, I gather from his 
article that he did not report his symp¬ 
toms to his GP before depariure, 
which could have averted some of his 
distress as his GP would probably 
have advised switching to an alter¬ 
native drug. Jn addition, he appar¬ 
ently failed to report his symptoms 
upon return. 

This means that doctors here were 
unable to learn from his experience, 
and his GP was unable to report these 
serious complications using the “yel¬ 
low' card" system, ie. reporting un¬ 
usual or serious complications to the 
Committee on Safety of Medicines. 

It appears Mr Parris has little faith 
in doctors f*l don’t think they know 
very much"), and GPS in particular, 
but to blame the profession for his pre¬ 
dicament without having sought ap¬ 
propriate advice when adverse symp¬ 
toms developed seems a little unjust. 

Yours faithfully. 

RUTH LIVINGSTONE, 

Die Uttie Surgery. 

St Mary's Street. 

Stamford, Lincolnshire PE9 2DG. 
ruth.livingstone& 
ukonline.co.uk 
April 4. 

From Mr Toby Heelis 

Sir. Working for the last three years in 
the safari industry of Zimbabwe and 
Zambia. I found that not many days 
went by without a client bringing up 
the topic of malaria. 

Most British clients had been is¬ 
sued with the easy but expensive drug 
Lariam. Having seen many holidays 
spoilt from its side-effects I advised 
people not to continue their course if 
any showed. If they were travelling for 
an extended period then I advised 
them to use Deltaprim, which is taken 
orally once a week and is cheap. 

Most people in the industry had 
their own methods of dealing with 
malaria, with a large proportion not 
using any preventive but dealing with 
the disease quickly if they caught it I 
did not take anything for two years 
and avoided the disease until last 
year, when a 12-hour course of a drug 
called HaJfan knocked it on the head 
within a day. Since then 1 have caught 
it twice more, the last time more 
seriously with a temperature of I05C. I 
had to take quinine for two weeks. 

My advice now to any traveller 
going to a malaria zone is to avoid 
Lariam and to tty to get hold of the 
locally used drug: also to carry a 
couple of doses of one of the courses of 
cures available, as catching and treat¬ 
ing it early should prevent long-term 
suffering. 

Malaria is a nasty disease but with 
a little knowledge and preparation it 
should not spoil your travels. 1 am 
now in London trying to get treatment 
for Bitharaa which I picked up in 
Malawi, but that is another story 
altogether. 

Yours etc, 

TOBY HEEUS. 

Shaw House. 

Melbourne, Derbyshire DE73 1DJ. 
tobyheelis9compuserve.com 
April 6. 

From Dr Stuart Sanders 

Sir, Matthew Parris says he “Jacks 
confidence in" GPs and l must rise v 
the defence of my peers. 

It is ridiculous that he would “go 
straight to the specialist" — the cheek 
of it! How would Mr Parris ever know 
if the condition from which he was 
suffering was malaria, influenza or 
even something worse? If everyone 
who had a fever ran to the Hospital 
for Tropical Diseases it would very 
quickly be overwhelmed and grind to 
a halt. 

Doctors may “not know very 
much" but we do know enough to 
prevent impatient patients such as Mr 
Parris from wasting specialists' time. 

Yours faithfully. 

STUART SANDERS. 

22 Harmont House. 

20 Harley Street. WIN 1AL. 
drsanders@emaiLmsn.com 
April 4. 

From Dr Richard Dawood 

Sir, The mosquito with which you 
illustrated Matthew Parris’s article is 
not Anopheles, the vector of malaria, 
but Aedes aegypti, with its charac¬ 
teristic hunched back and smart 
black-and-white trim. Aedes spreads 
dengue and yellow fever and, on 
reflection, I too would rather have 
malaria. 

Yours sincerely 
RICHARD DAWOOD, 

29 Fleet Street, EC4Y LAA. 
richard@aradco.com 
April 4. 

From Mr Howard G. Woodall 

Sir, I was concerned to see the large 
photo of the semi-naked Matthew 
Parris accompanying his piece on 
malaria. 1 hope your other com¬ 
mentators restrain themselves; or are 
we to see Peter Riddell, Simon Jenkins 
and Lord Rees-Mogg as nature made 
them? 

This sort of thing should be nipped 
in the bud. 

Yours sincerely, 

HOWARD G. WOODALL. 

95 Erlanger Road, SE14 5TQ- 
April 6. 











SOCIAL 

NEWS 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will launch the 
change to the use of liquid 
petroleum gas in Royal Cars 
at the Royal Mews. Bucking¬ 
ham Palace, on May 7. 


Weekend 

birthdays 

TODAY: 

Miss Janet Allen, former 
Headmistress, Benenden 
School. 62: Viscount 
Buckmaster. 77: Mr Joseph 
Bumett-Stuart, former chair¬ 
man. Robert Fleming Hold¬ 
ings. 68: Sir Raymond Carr. 
former Warden, St Antony's 
College, Oxford. 79: Mr 
Gervase de Feyer. clarinettist. 
72; Sir Oscar De Ville, former 
chairman. Meyer Internation¬ 
al. 73: Mr Clive Exton. script¬ 
writer and playwright. 68; Mr 
James Alan Ferman. director. 
British Board of Film Classifi¬ 
cation. 68; Mr Michael 
Hindley. MEP, 51: Dr RJ.B. 
Knight, deputy director. Nat¬ 
ional Maritime Museum. 54: 
Dame Anne Poole, former 
chief nursing officer, Depart¬ 
ment of Health. 64: the Earl of 
Sandwich. 55: Mr Richard 
Wainwright, former MP, 80: 
Professor Michael Wright 
Vice-Chancellor. Aston Univ¬ 
ersity. 51. 

TOMORROW: 

Sir Alan Ayckbourn, play¬ 
wright, 59: Mr Bill Bryden, 
theatre director. 56: Miss 
Montserrat Cabal 16. opera 
singer. 65; Mr Brian Connell, 
writer and broadcaster. 82; 
Miss Elspet Gray (Lady RixJ. 
actress, 69; Mr H.R. Hewitt, 
former chairman. Johnson 
Matthey, 78: the Right Rev 
John T. Hughes, former Bish¬ 
op to the Forces. 90. 

Mr Uwe Kitzinger. former 
President. Templeton College. 
Oxford, 70; the Earl of limer¬ 
ick. 68: Mr AW. Mabbs. 
archivist. 77; Mr Bryan 
Magee, writer. 68; Air Mar¬ 
shal Sir Harold Maguire. 86; 
Mr E.C. Meade, chartered 
accountant. 75; Dr Hilary 
Nicolle, educationist. 53: Mr 
George Robertson. Secretary 
of State for Defence. 52; Mrs 
Wendy Savage, obstetrician 
and gynaecologist, 63. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrT-G.T. Barnett 
and Miss AN. Ecdes 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy, eldest son of Dr 
and Mrs Colin Barnett, of Boulder. 
Colorado, USA and Amy. only 
daughter of Mr Ronald Parsons, of 
East Lansing. Michigan, and of Dr 
Jacquelynne Ecdes. of Ann Arbor. 
Michigan. USA. 

Dr S.MA Bays 
and Miss C.S. Aiken 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Vikki and 
Howard Bays, of Lee Manor. 
Romsey, and Sarah, eldest daugh¬ 
ter of Nigd and Janet Aiken, of 
Broadky Villa, Marshfield. Wiltshire. 
MrMAJ. Burgess 
and Dr E.L Basher 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, son of Mr and Mrs 
Peter Burgess, of Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, and Emma, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Russell 
Basker. of Great Missenden. 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr J.F.G-HannnCTSley 
and Miss C.N. Perera 
The engagement is announced 
between John Franklin, only son of 
Mr and Mrs John Hammersley. of 
Worfield. Shropshire, and 
Chrishani. only daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Charles Perera. of 
Bickiey. Kent and Sri-Lanka. 

Mr A Hayzdden 
and Miss C.F. Farrar 
The engagement is announced 
between Ashley, eldest son of Mr ami 
Mrs Hayzelden. of Rpydcm, Essex, 
and Claire, only daughter of Mrs L 
Walker and stepdaughter oT Mr M. 
Walker, of Black Nodey, Essex. 

Dr S.GJ. Jones 
and Miss N.K. BurrkLge 
The engagement is announced 
between Gareth, son of Mr Patrick 
Jones, of Wiltenhall. West Mid¬ 
lands. and Nicky, daughter of Air 
Vice-Marshal and Mrs Brian 
Burridge. of Stanmore. Middlesex. 
Mr CJ. Scudds 
and Miss PJ.M. Young 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher. son of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Scudds. of Buddebury. 
Berkshire, and Philippa, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs John Young, of 
Castletown. Isle of Man. 

MrGJ. Short 
and Miss B.D. Sneddon 
The engagement is announced 
between Geoffrey James, younger 
son of Mr and Mrs L. Short, of 
Gerroa. New South Wales. Austra¬ 
lia. and Briony Deborah, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs G. 
Sneddon, of Ventnor, IsleofWighL 
MrJ.D.West 
and Miss G. Mdnhard 
The engagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mrs David West, of Wimbledon, 
and Gillian, daughter of Mr and 
□r Meinhard. of Oxford. 


SUZAN NE HUBBARD 



Matthew Eltringham and Sally Goodman, of London SW3, who have 
recently announced their engagement 


Lawrence Lee Baumann, of West 
Childngion. West Sussex left es¬ 
tate valued at £864,045 net 
Marjorie Hensley Bel grave, of 
Sherbourne. Warwick, left estate 
valued at £759.928 net 
Sbe left £250 each to the PDSA. and 
ro the National Canine Defence 
League. £200 to Claverdon Parish 
Church. 

Mita Patricia Cooper, of Aislaby, 
Pickering, North Yorkshire, left 
estate valued at £570.928 net. 
William Laurie Hewsou. of Shef¬ 
field. left estate valued at £812.176 
net. 

Vere Saville Kinsley, of Adding- 


Latest wills 


ham. Ukley. West Yorkshire. left 
estate valued at £730.940 net 
Mary Loraine LrighCoop, of 
Worthing. West Sussex left estate 
valued at £499,582 net. 

Bridget Mary Robertson, of 
Broadway. Worcestershire, left es¬ 
tate valued at £903.686 net 
She left L20J300 to si Joseph's 
Hospice. London E8. and to the 
Leonard Cheshire Foundation; 
£5j000 to the RNU: £500 to St 
Saviour’s Catholic Church. 
Broadway. 

Gisela Emilie Olga Anna Singer, 
of Caversham. Reading. Berk¬ 
shire. left estate valued at £695,453 
net 


David Jonathan Smith.of Cartel on 
Green, PomefracL West Yorkshire, 
left estate valued at £518379 neL 
Jean Stanley, of Lothersdaie. 
North Yorkshire, left estate valued 
at E60L669net- 

She left shares In her estate to Christ 
Church Lothersdaie. Hulme 
Grammar School for Girls. Oldham, 
R5PB and the Girt Guides 
Association. 

Richard Edward Wbeafcroft. 
chartered accountant, of Aston. 
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, 
left estate valued at £604.067 neL 
Eleanor Gedan Wflfiams. of 
Kevinghara. East Yorkshire, left 
estate valued at £681,472 neL 


Anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS; Sir John Eliot, par¬ 
liamentarian, St Germans. 
Cornwall. 1592; George Can¬ 
ning. Prime Minister 1827, 
London. 1770: Sir Charles 
Haile, pianist, conductor and 
founder of the orchestra that 
bears his name. Hagen. 
Germanv. 1819- 
DEATHS: Llywelyn ap 
lorwerth. Prince of Wales. 
Aberconwy. 1240; Sir Gerald 
du Maurier, actor-manager. 
London. 1934: Sir Archibald 
Mclndoe. plastic surgeon. 
London. I960: Josephine Bak¬ 
er. singer. Paris. 1975: Enver 
Hoxha. Albanian leader 1944- 
85, Albania. 1985. 

The Coronation took place of 
King William III and Queen 
Mary II. 1689. 

France ceded Gibraltar to 
England in the Treaty of 
Utrecht, 1713. 

Napoleon abdicated and was 
banished to Elba. 1814. 

The Germans blitzed Coven¬ 
try. 1941. 

TOMORROW 

BrRTHS: Giuseppe Tartini. 
composer. Istria, 1692: John 
George Lambton, 1st Earl of 
Durham, statesman, London. 
1792; Alexander Ostrovsky, 
dramatist. Moscow. 1323- 
DEATHS: Boris Godunov, 
Tsar of Russia 159S-1605. Mos¬ 
cow. 1605: William Kent, ar¬ 
chitect and landscape 
gardener. London. 174& 

Charles Burney, music histo¬ 
rian and composer. London. 
1814: Charles-Joseph Messier, 
astronomer, Paris. 1S17; 

Feodor Chaliapin, bass singer 
and actor. Pans. I93& Frank¬ 
lin D. Roosevelt 32nd Ameri¬ 
can President 1933-15. Warm 
Springs. Georgia. 1945; Joe 
Louis, the "Brown Bomber", 
world heavyweight boxing 
champion I937-48L Las Vegas. 
1981: Alan Stewart Pa ton. writ¬ 
er. Durban. 198S: Sugar Ray 
Robinson, boxer. Culver City. 
California. 19S9. 

The American Civil War 
began with the siege of Fort 
Stmt ter. South Carolina. 1861. 
Wee-President Harry S. Tru¬ 
man succeeded Roosevelt as 
American President 1945. 
Yuri Gagarin of the Soviet 
Union made the first success¬ 
ful flight into space in Ybsio£ 
1, 1961. 


THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 11 1993 

The Leverhulme 
Trust 


The Leverhulme Trustees hare 
agreed to award the following 
grants 10 institutions'. _ 

Research: Economics, business 
stntfics. mdnsariaJ relations 
Manchester Metropolitan 
sitv. Dr A Alexander. Wol ver¬ 
hampton University. Professor J 
Benson. Locational strategies ol Orn¬ 
ish multiples; 1350-1939. _'.000 

extension _. _. 

National Institute of Economic and 
Social Research. Mr G Mason. 
Graduate utilisation in service in¬ 
dustries. £41690 over I-5 ye ars 
Uni vei si tv of Straiftdyde. ProfessmA 
J Hughes Hal fen. The coordination 
of fiscal and monetary policy under 
the stability pact. £11240 over sue 
months 

Research: Law; politics. ****• 
rational relations 

University Collese London. Mr R 
Hazed. The role of second c hambers 
of Parliament overseas: a oennrar- 
athe study. £46.130 aver 12 months 
Birmingham University. Professor D 
Marsh. Professor D Dotowirz, The 
development of workfare in Britain: 
learning from the US experience? 
£55.970 avis’ two years 
Napier University. Professor R M M 
Wallace. Unaccompanied refugee mi¬ 
nors: realising the best interests of the 
rfpTri- £37.920 over two years 
gfvi.-ii & Comrnunhv Planning Re¬ 
search. Mrs C Btyson, Chic engage¬ 
ment & disengagement. £91200 over 
three years 

Research: Soda! sc iences (tad. 
anthropology, geography- social 
psychology) 

London School of Econcmks, Profes¬ 
sor H L Moore. Gender & sym¬ 
bolism: new theoretical approaches. 
£50.430 over two years 
London School of Economics. Dr Y 
Rydin. Local enviromemai policy: 
building effective institutions. £57.830 
over 133 years 
Research: Education 
Manchester University. Dr J S Wil¬ 
liams. Professor N Boreham. Using 
college mathematics to understand 
workplace practice. £61.280 over 15 
years 

Research: Basic sticnces 
Plymouth University. Professor M 
Depledge. Dr A S Clare. The in¬ 
fluence of environmental xenoestro- 
gens on vitellogenesis in crustaceans. 
£85520 over 3 years 
Leeds University. Dr J E Smith. Dr A 
M Dunn. Molecular phytogeny of 
tnmsovarially transmitted micro- 
sporidian parasites. £45.950 over two 
von 

Bristol University. Professor A K 
Stobart, Rote of transacylation in 
regulating triacylglyctTol quality to 
oil seeds. £94.490 over three years 
UMJST. Dr T A Brown. Genetic 
diversity of wCd & cultivated wheats. 
HKL310 over three yean 
Sheffield University. Dr N J C 
Spooner. Cocktails of alkali halide 
scintillating particles: the CASPAR 
detenor. £55250 over two years 
Newcastle upon "tyne University, 
Professor C F BarenghL Dr D C 
Samuels. Vortex coupled turbulence 


AIRBUS TO GO AHEAD 
WITHOUT BRITAIN 

France and West Germany told the British 
Government yesterday that they were gang 
ahead with the building of a 250-seat European 
airbus without Britain as a partner. 

A meeting in London between Mr Wedg¬ 
wood Benn. Minister of Technology, and 
French and west German Ministers, agreed 
that the door should be left open in case Britain 
wants to come in later, but the feeling in 
aviation circles last night was that British 
participation in the project is now dead. 

Britain's one-third share of research and 
development costs is £62 m. Full British 
withdrawal would come as a heavy blow for 
the British aircraft industry... 

CONCORDE 002 SOARS 
OVER SETBACKS 

[Two days earlier] the British-built Concorde 
prototype 002 super-sonic airliner made a 
successful 22-minute maiden flight from Fikoa 
near Bristol. 

“It was wizard — a cool, calm and collected 
operation." Mr Brian Trubshaw, the British 
Aircraft Corporation's chief test pilot, said after 
landing foe 110-ton aircraft at RAF Fairford, 
Gloucestershire. 

It was a triumph over setbacks. At the 


ON THIS DAY 
April 11.1969 




April 1969 was an important month for British 
aviation. On April II The Times reported that 
Britain was dithering over the European 
airbus partnership. Two days earlier, the 
British-built Conmrde made her maiden 
flight — more or less by accident. 

beginning of the runway the re-heat system in 
one engine foiled to work. Later, when foe 
Concorde was coming in in land, the radio 
altimeters foiled and Mr Trubshaw himself 
had to judge the aircraft's height. 

Mr Trubshaw mode a split-second decision 
to take the British-assembled Concorde 002 
supersonic airliner off foe runway at Filron and 
into her maiden flight. 

The plan was that the Concorde should make 
a fast taxi on foe airfield. If everything went 
well, Mr Trubshaw would make foe first 
flight. Everything did go well and as the 110-ton 
aircraft raced dawn foe runway at more than 
120 mph, its nosewbed raised clear or the 
ground, he made his decision. 


“It all looks good." he told Mr John 
Cochrane, his co-pilot, so, instead of braking 
the Concorde to a halt he pulled back on foe 
control column and soared up into foe sky to 
start a faultless flight lasting 22 minutes. 

A few moments earlier, as the engines of the 
prototype 002 were run up at the end of foe 
runway, there had been a moment of tension 
which threatened the success of the flight. Re¬ 
heat. the system under which fuel is sprayed 
into the jet pipe to give added thrust foiled to 
ignite in No. 4 engine. 

The crew shut the engine down and tried a 
second time. This time the re-heat Ut and the 
flight was on. 

Two other potentially dangerous incidents 
occurred during foe flight; the first was when a 
light aircraft appeared about a mile away from 
the Concorde as the supersonic airliner was 
preparing to land at RAF Fairford. 
Gloucestershire. 

The second iorideni also occurred during the 
approach to land when the crew found that 
both radio altimeters had foiled. MrTrubsbaw 
said afterwards: “1 had to judge the height for 
myself." 

Looking happy and relaxed, and wiping the 
cream from a celebratory cake from his chin, 
he said of foe flight “It went very well. I found 
it a great advantage to have flown foe French 
Concorde." 




Early days: the prototype British-built Concorde takes off on one of its 
first proving flights in April 1969 


in liquid helium. £6CL640over3 years 
Warwick University. DrTDre^u 
Laser-induced Fullerene fiKion 
ES5.000 over force years 
Heriot-Wan University. Professor K j 
Roberts. Examination of organic 
ervsial surfaces/interfaces via 
NEXAFS spectroscopy. £44480 over 
two years 

Dyson Perrins Laboratory, Oxford 
University. Dr D M Hodgson. Dev¬ 
elopment of enantioscfective cyefo, 
addition chemistry. £80560 over 
three years 

Department of Chemistry. Cam- 
bridge University. Professor J-p Han¬ 
sen. Mkrostrucoire & dynamics of 
highly confined ionic solutions. 
E84JD90 over three years 
Liverpool University, Professor H Jt 
Rees. Dr P C Tomer. Characterisa¬ 
tion of moulting hormone hydms- 
ylase cDNAs m an insen pest, 
EKL830 over three years 
Department of Chemistry. Cam¬ 
bridge University. Dr S Balasubnt- 
martian. Dr D Ktenerman. Fulfilling 
chemist's ultimate dream — perform¬ 
ing experiments on single molecules, 
ES3.960 over 3 years 
Edinburgh University. Dr S E Met¬ 
calfe. Lanrasw University, Dr p 
Barker. Environmental impacts of 
nephra deposition in iropicaj lake 
systems (Mexico*. £88,700 over tun 
years 

Reading University. Dr P Valdes, 
Professor B Sdlwood. An investigg. 
Don of foe ■hot-house" to Ice-house' 
climatic transition. ££3.290 over tire 
years 

Reading University. Professor K tye. 
Effects of changes in wave climate & 
sea level on estuarine shores. 
£110.020 over three years 
Newcastle upon Tyne University. Dr 
A Brandenburg. Dr A Shukurov. 
Magnaohytirodynamk astrophya- 
cal jets in three dimensions. E97.IW 
over three years 

University Colle ge London, Professor 
D M Hunt Professor J K BowmaJoE. 
Sequence & functional analysis of 
opsin gene promoter regions in tie 

goldfish. £99.160 over three years 

Research: Applied sciences (htdad- 
ing architecture) 

Imperial College of Science. Technol¬ 
ogy and Medicine. Dr J R Dunam, 
Professor P O'Brien. The fabrication 
of functional nanocrysraJIine TiQ2 
films. £70.000 over two years 
Cranfidd University. Dr 1 K ftr- 
tritfge. Modelling cure in thermoses: 
is there an easier way? £19,140 over 12 
months 

Bristol University. Dr J Memmon. 
The impact of biocomrol on natural 
communities. £83.470 over 3 yean 
Royal Botanic Garden. Edinburgh. 
Dr T Pbnningioti. Historical om- 
geography of South American sea¬ 
sonal forests. £101.130 over 3 years 
Research: Humanities 
Leeds Universiry. Professor J Gooch, 
Strategy & security: foe armed forces 
ft Italian foreign policy. 1922-1940, 
£522300 over two years 
Reeding University. Dr C Duggan, 
Francesco Crispi — a political biog¬ 
raphy. £21.000 over 12 months 
Rjrtsmouth University. Dr J Mohan. 
Dr M Powell The historical geog¬ 
raphy of the voluntary hosptol 
system in Britain. 1890-1947. £27.120 
over 12 months-extension 
Newcastle upon Tyne University, 
Professor D E Minnikin. Dr G D 
Abbott. Btamarkers for ancient tuber¬ 
culosis — biomarkers for ancient 
poverty, EI17.280 over 3 years 
British School at Rome. Dr H L 
Panerson, The Tiber & Rome the 
regional impact of the diy through 
two millennia. £149.110 over 3 years 
Birmingham University. Dr J P 
Sadler. Institute of Archaeology. 
University of London. Dr G Hainan 
The history & impact of insect pests cf 
stored products from undent Egypt. 
E1C0.I9O over three years 
Birmingham University. Professor J 
Haldon. Professor F M Young. Study 
& edition of unpublished homilies 
attributed to St Basil the Great, 
£81.520 over three years 
Aberdeen University. Professor G S 
Rousseau. Cultural consumption, 
cholera, nostalgia. £75600 over tbree 
years 

Education: fine arts 
Afdeburgh Foundation. Ms E Webb. 
Short ensemble course , 98- , 00 includ¬ 
ing strings, brass, wind, baroque, 
£20.130 over force years 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music. Dr 
P Ledger, Masterclasses for singers & 
instrumentalists. £90.000 over three 
years 

Tbtal grants: E3.156390 


HMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


BIRTHS 


DEATHS 


MEULE-OnAgnllMbin K 
.to Caroline Ota 


and Laura). 


1998 to Kate (nfa 


LEDtam CTeaaa) paacedtaDy« 
8th April 1998. Mocb lav* 


PERSONAL COLUMN 

•ARKM8 - John Gordon. Vary McLOOGtOM-Iiene Carotin*. 

■qggMUTon'TUeateyyth aged 88, penoefally rad 

April 1998, aged 76 years. itafaVmlr on Mm Sunday 
Dror friend of HU* Otar, April 5th 1998. Much missed 


Mr for Lucy. 

I-On 8th April 1998 at 



and devoted ataer of Ivy 


HARDMAN - On 4th April 
1 998 M St « j«T%7 ^ 

lisSsnic* |aaoea pSS* 

(PteddleX a brother faz 
Charlie. 

HAHT-On 29th Match to 
Jemima (pirn StUgoe) and 


r 16th April at 2 

Eknm only hot 


April 7th at 

[Hospital to 1 





F~3I 


—m-'i' i ■ "tut 1 ;i ■ ) t 


WATIUSB - On Sch April 1998 
to j a ertca Cade Berta) and 






DEATHS 


?ssrsiss.i 


7th, fan of roam, 
greet calm, CH K< 
MjCTJXfoztamtT 


la good blend to I e arn—b a w d by bw roh rl eea 
at* cremation for I and att (hose with thorn aha 
lived and ‘mocked; Dearir 
loved friend of her “fandly" 
nngaxaaare cone I atTmn«rsGza«s.FtmarB] 
tamDy flowero Service will be held at 12 

riems if desired to I noon on Th u red a r April 16th 
BririA Legion or I at Aktasbot Crematorium. 

Donations to St MkhaaTs 

j Hospice. Basingstnbi or 
63 B0gh Street, ( charitta far the blind. 
5acta.lU18 3DG. I hnOy flnvae (and 

| enquiries) ro Stowslls. 


WATSON-Oadys. Beloved 
wife of the late tart, died 
peacefully at home on 7th 
April ■ few days before her 
87th Mrth da y after a 
distressing mnets borne 
with groat eonraga. Mncli 
loved Mother; grandma and 


in if, i ij" ■ [ 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


ANNOUNCEMENTS TRUSTEE ACTS 


NOTICE to hemby 


PUBLIC NOTICES FOR SALE 


MM against ov an PTTBiaaT 
I3M HTTATH ed n( at the 




, A MtWMIE hwwa Odd' 

^-•"sanBsr 1 


■U..-'-1. ----- 




« GIFTS 



° nlT - 7thM 

SfL ayn) 

[(01252) B * W ' A - 
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p eace bi lly at home in Devon 
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RuU» helps ekJeriy people 

preserve tiler predous 
independence by pravfcfr^ 
them with extra Income 
so they can afford K> stay 
in their own homes. 
And 900 volunteers oSer 
them something even 
more'nluride than money 
-friendship. 

For further Information: 
FRES’OST, 6 Avonmore 
Road. London WI4 88R 
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0345585680 
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Bill Reid. Canadian 
sculptor, died on March 
13 aged 78. He was bom 
on January 12.1920. 


B ill Reid helped to 
restore the pride of 
Indians across North 
America. As the an¬ 
thropologist Claude Levi- 
Strauss wrote, he “tended a 
name that was close to dyin a ". 
After his death, two thousand 
people gathered in the great 
hall of the Museum of Anthro¬ 
pology at the University of 
British Columbia, and from 
four in the afternoon until 
midnight speaker after speak¬ 
er spoke in praise of the 
departed carver, goldsmith, 
and rediscoverer of the an of 
the Haida. These are the 
northwest Pacific Coast people 
whose home was known bv 
white Canadians as the Queen 
Charlotte Islands, until — 
thanks largely to the influence 
of Reid — tt regained its name 
of 7.000 years. Haida Gwaii. 

Reid not only preserved 
traditional Haida an — nota¬ 
bly some of the great totem 
poles — but gave the tradition 
new impetus and a contempo¬ 
rary feel. The Haida culture 
had been in retreat since IS50, 
ravaged by poverty, smallpox 
and the outlawing of many 
customs. Now, however, col¬ 
lectors prize not only Reid’s 
work but that of the genera¬ 
tion of younger artists whom 
he inspired, such as Roben 
Davidson and Jim Hart His 
own work is found in muse¬ 
ums as far afield as Paris, 
London and Asia. 

If Reid took pride in his 
Haida roots, it was in the teeth 
of the prejudices of his youth. 
His mother, he wrote, had 
learnt "the major lesson 
taught the native peoples of 
our hemisphere during the 
first half of this century: that it 
was somehow sinful and 
debased to be, in white terms, 
an Indian, and [shej certainly 
saw no reason to pass any 
pride in that part of their 
heritage to her children". 

So it was not until his teens 
that, with an American father 
of German Scots stock. Reid 
became aware of his mother's 
ancestry, let alone that she was 
the grand-niece of the great 
Haida carver Charles Eden- 
shaw (1837-1920); nor was it 
until his twenties that he had a 
proper conversation with his 


Morris Cox of the 

Gogmagog Press, writer. 

printer and painter, died 

on March 31 aged 94. He 

was bora on May 3,1903. 

MORRIS COX is well known 
to collectors of contemporary 
private press printing for the 
books he produced at his Gog¬ 
magog Press using home¬ 
made presses and scrap mat¬ 
erials to make his plates. He 
was. though, a painter of con¬ 
siderable stature, a sculptor, 
a puppeteer, a poet, and 
author of a number of novels. 
Widely read, and of a philo¬ 
sophical turn of mind, he had 
studied Egyptology at night 
school and was greatly inter¬ 
ested in mummers and early 
folklore. 

His style of printing was 
quirky and personal, eschew¬ 
ing the perfectionism of other 
pressmen, but his books — 
often limited to just- ten or 
twenty copies — are now 
keenly sought and bought by 
collectors. Gogmagog, a bibli¬ 
ography and extensive apprec¬ 
iation of his work by David 
Chambers. Colin Franklin 
and Alan Tucker, was pub¬ 
lished by the Private Libraries 
Association in 1991. 

Bom at Forest Gale the son 
of a master builder. Morris 
George Cox won a scholarship 
to West Ham School of Art at 
the age of 13, and joined an ad¬ 
vertising agency in the late 
1920s. Successful though he 
was, he found the work unat¬ 
tractive. and he turned to 
printmaking and writing as a 
way of life. He drew cartoons 
for children's annuals, and de¬ 
signed a number of book- 
jackets. 

For a year he ran a shop in 
Sicilian Arcade, Holbom. sell¬ 
ing nothing but his own work, 
and scampering up from the 
basement whenever — if ever 
— customers appeared. He 
wrote a number of novels 
during this period, but could 
find no publisher. In 1938 
Faber remarked of March 
Demon that “the reader is 
exhausted after reading the 
first few pages", and it must be 
said that the text—a collage of 
words and phrases cut from 
Victorian children's books — 
has a daunting look, though 
its mixture of the wisdom and 
the stupidity of the ordinary 
world recalls the lunacy of 
Tristram Shandy. (Cox even¬ 
tually published its 255 pages 
in a photocopied edition limit¬ 
ed to five copies in 19S4.) 

During the war he served as 
leader of a light rescue squad, 
and a later work, War in a 
Cock's Egg (I960), “the apothe¬ 
osis of an unknown victim ofa 


BILL REID 




maternal grandfather. Charlie 
Gladstone, an artist whose 
work, if not of the first rank, 
was executed before the break¬ 
down of Haida culture. 

At high school on Vancou¬ 
ver Island. William Ronald 
Reid had been excited by 
Kandinsky, and. in a year's 
course at Victoria College, by 
C£zanne, Van Gogh and Picas¬ 
so. And when, after several 
years' work in commercial 
radio in British Columbia, 
Ontario and Quebec, he be¬ 
came an announcer with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration in Tomato, he en¬ 
rolled in a course of platinum 


and diamond setting at 
Ryerson College, finding stim¬ 
ulus in the contemporary in¬ 
dustrial design of Charles 
Eames and the Scandina¬ 
vians. He went on to a years 
course in jewellery design at 
London's Central School of Art 
and Design — acquiring the 
perspective without which de¬ 
racinated native artists can so 
easily slide into kitsch. 

Crucial, however, was the 
late meeting with his grandfa¬ 
ther. as was the chance in 
Toronto to study the Royal 
Ontario Museum's collection 
of northwest coast artefacts, in 
particular the great totem pole 


from the village of Tanu, home 
of the grandmother whom he 
had never known, and whom 
his mother had described as “a 
saint". During his year at the 
Central School, Reid took ev¬ 
ery opportunity to study arte¬ 
facts in English collections. 

In 1955 he joined a team that 
salvaged totems from the for¬ 
mer villages of Ninstints, 
Tanu and Skedans, and took 
them to the University of 
British Columbia, where the 
president. Norman McKenzie, 
was drawing tip plans for a 
Totem Park on the campus. 
Reid also made a film about 
this salvage work. The reac¬ 


tion was mixed, however, with 
some critics arguing that the 
poles did not belong in muse¬ 
ums. and that decay was part 
of the life cycle understood by 
their makers. Haida artefacts 
were brought to international 
attention, but some said that to 
all them "arr was to force 
them into an alien category. 
The controversy about the 
“selling out" of native culture 
by bringing H to the notice of 
the white majority continues to 
rage in Canada (as elsewhere). 

In 1958 Reid was commis¬ 
sioned to build two Haida 
houses on the campus, and 
Harry Hawthorn, head of the 


anthropology department, rec¬ 
ognising his skill and know¬ 
ledge. invited him to join the 
Kwakiutl carver Mungo Mar¬ 
tin in the creation of a totem 
pole. 

Then Reid. Hawthorn and 
Wilson Duff of the University 
of Victoria went on a field trip 
to the Queen Charlottes ro 
survey and rescue decaying 
poles, which now stand in the 
UBC Museum of Anthropolo¬ 
gy, as do Reid'S own massive 
Sea Wolf (1960) and Bear 
(1966). Roughly hewn from 
cedar, these are a marked 
contrast to his polished ver¬ 
sion of Raven Discovering 
Mankind in a Clamshell. 

Though a public artist, 
working in forms which had 
evolved as statements of their 
owners' linage and status in 
Haida society. Reid was al¬ 
ways glad 10 accept private 
commissions, whether for 
jewellery'fin boxwood as well 
as metal) or the carving of a 
from door. Nor did he confine 
himself to single figures: in 
frieze or miniature totem pole, 
the creatures of his bestiary, 
rails and tongues in each 
other's mouths, make a line 
that is always graceful and 
often witty, and affirms the 
Haida view of the interrelated¬ 
ness of all beings. 

Reid's work was the subject 
of more than one critical 
study, and he himself collabo¬ 
rated on a number of books, 
including Form and Freedom 
(with Bill Holm) and Haida 
Monumental Art (with 
George MacDonald). 

In 1987. in protest against 
wholesale logging on Lyell 
Island in the former Queen 
Charlotte Islands, Reid ceased 
work on The Spirit of Haida 
Gwaii. a canoeful of men and 
beasts representing the jour¬ 
ney along the river of life, 
which had been commissioned 
by die Government. His mor¬ 
al authority in Canada was 
now such that the logging 
cased. Then, battling against 
Parkinson's disease which had 
been creeping up on him for 
years, he completed the work 
— which now stands, as 
intended, in the courtyard of 
the Canadian Embassy in 
Washington DC. For years, 
the artistic proponent of the 
Haida nation. Reid had be¬ 
come a representative of all 
Canada. 

Bill Reid was twice married. 


MILESTONES 



Dame Mary 
Cartwright, DBE, FRS. 

mathematician and 
M {stress of Girton 
College. Cambridge; 
1949-68, died on April 3 
aged 97. She was born 
on December 17,1900. 

After working with the 
mathematician G. H. Har¬ 
dy at Oxford. Mary Cart¬ 
wright moved to Girton in 
Cambridge, where she was 
to be Mistress for 19 years. 
Her academic papers are 
severely technical, but she 
also promoted the causes of 
good maths teaching in 
schools and of women in 
universities. Before the war 
she had done ground¬ 
breaking work which 
proved an important contri¬ 
bution to chaos theory. 

Obituaiy published on 
April 7. 

Cozy Powell rock 
drummer, died on April 5 
aged 50. He was bora 
on December 29,1947. 

From Rainbow and Bedlam 
to Black Sabbath, the Splin¬ 
ter Group and Whitesnake, 
Cozy Powell seemed to be 
the frenzied drummer in all 
the groups with the worst 
album covers of the 1970s 
and 1980s. He came to 
prominence in 1971 when he 
joined the Jeff Beck Group. 
When they split up, the pop 
producer Midde Most kept 
him busy with session 
work, including early re¬ 
cordings fey Hot Chocolate. 
In 1974 Powell’s skills were 
best displayed on the drum 
solo Dance With the Devil, 


which reached number 
three in the singles chart. 
Two other headache-induc¬ 
ing hits followed before 
FOweU joined die former 
Deep Purple guitarist 
Richie Blackmore. This 
year, he was to have gone 
on the road with Brian May 
from Queen. 

Obituary published on 
April 9. 

Tammy Wynette, 

American country singer, 
died on April 7. aged 
55. She was bora on May 
5.1942. 

With 30 million records 
sold. Tammy Wynette was 
one of the most successful of 
all female country singers. 
She signed to Epic Records 
in 1966, and her hits includ¬ 
ed I Don't Want To Play 
House, D-I-V-O-R-C-E and 
— her anthem — Stand By 
Your Man. After running 
from a couple of men whom 
she happened to have mar¬ 
ried. she met the singer 
George Jones, who became 
her third husband. In seven 
stormy years they had one 
daughter. 12 hit singles and 
ten hit albums, chronicling 
every twist of their relation¬ 
ship — and his relationship 
with the bottle. After anoth¬ 
er disposable marriage, she 
found her fifth husband, the 
songwriter and producer 
George Richey, with whom 
she stayed for 20 years. In 
1988 she filed for bankrupt¬ 
cy. but to her fans she 
remained “the First Lady of 
Country" 

Obituary published on 
April 8. 



MORRIS COX 


JAMES McINTOSH PATRICK 
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plated retirement. Cox decid¬ 
ed to publish his poetry (and 
eventually some of his prose) 
on his own account At 57 he 
founded the Gogmagog Press, 
and 35 books followed, his 
poems illuminated with prints 
of great originality, both in 
design and the method of 
printing. 

He used an office copying 
press for many of his books, 
sliding blocks and iype under 
the platen, and printing the 


hand-inked type in the usual 
way. The blocks, made from 
lace, string, grasses, card¬ 
board and other scrap materi¬ 
als were printed onto sheets of 
plastic locked with thin rub¬ 
ber to accommodate their 
roughness, and after a series 
of impressions on the plastic, 
paper was substituted for the 
block, and the finished design 
printed back on to it This 
laborious process was made 
all the slower because Cox 
bound all the books himself. 

Work at the press culminat¬ 
ed, in his 81st year, with A 
Mystique of Mummers, a se¬ 
ries of 20 large and exception¬ 
ally powerful linocuLs made 
by the elimination process, 
using the progressively whit- 
tled-away linoleum to print 
successive colours. 

Over the next five years Cox 
produced a further 38 vol¬ 
umes, in what he called the 
Gogmagog Photocopy Lib¬ 
rary. the last appearing in 
1989. As well as prewar 
novels, poems and illustra¬ 
tions, this included new work 
such as collections of collage 
prints, which often comment¬ 
ed humorously on a world of 
which Cox felt scarcely a part 

Throughout the whole per¬ 
iod of his book production, 
Cox was also painting. He 
worked often in gouache, and. 
regrettably, on hard board, 
since mounted canvas- cost 
more than he could afford. 
Abstracted figures, contorted 
portraits and subjects from 
nature were all treated with 
ihe same spirited originality 
as his books. 

Alan Tucker has expressed 
fears that the Gogmagog 
books will be treated simply as 
artefacts, their texts left un¬ 
read. and this may be true of 
some of the novels, particular¬ 
ly as the editions are so 
extremely limited. The poetry, 
though, makes exciting read¬ 
ing. even when at its most 
complex, and is a perfect 
complement to the prints: 
neither can be folly compre¬ 
hended without the other. 

Judging their place is diffi¬ 
cult, but the 35 books from the 
Gogmagog Press stand high 
in comparison with the other 
fine presses of this century. 
They match Pissarro's Eragny 
Press in their delicate beauty, 
and their variety of style can 
be a relief after tire ponderous 
volumes from Kelmscort or 
the anonymous elegance of the 
Doves Press. An exhibition of 
Cox’s work was held at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
in the spring of 1994, following 
the gift of his own collection to 
the National Art library. 

He is survived by his wife. 


James McIntosh Patrick, 
painter, died in 

Dundee on April 7 aged 
91. He was born on 
February 4,1907. 

ESSENTIALLY a popular art¬ 
ist, James McIntosh Patrick 
won himself a special place in 
the hearts of Scots — and 
lovers of Scotland — around 
the world. A few years ago a 
print from one of his paintings 
was the best-selling reproduc¬ 
tion in America by a foreign 
artist. 

His panoramic views, most¬ 
ly done in later years in Angus 
within twenty miles of 
Dundee, are constructed with 
a farmer's understanding of 
the way that man and nature 
meet, from field drain to 
mountain weather. He has 
even been called “Scotland’s 
Breughel". 

Patrick used perspective 
with all the verve and the 
curiosity of a hiker or an 
explorer, bringing many as¬ 
pects of a scene together 
through his skills in design. 

James McIntosh Patrick 
was bom in Dundee. His 
father. Andrew Patrick, was 
an architect and an accom¬ 
plished watercolourist. and 
James began to paint and to 
experiment with etching at 
the age of 14 while he was 
still at school at Morgan 
Academy. He enrolled at 
Glasgow School of An in 1924, 
winning a number of student 
prizes. 

In 1926 and 1927 he spent 
the summers working in 
Finance around southern hill- 
towns such as Carcassonne, 
preparing a group of etchings 
which he then offered to a 
Dundee printseUer. who saw 
enough quality in them to 
pass them on to the London 
market. 

This was the time of the 
"print boom”, with many en¬ 
thusiastic collectors, and with 
Scots artists at the fore¬ 
front; by the time Patrick 
had left college in 1928. he 
had an assured income from 
Harold Dickins, the London 
print publisher, of £200 per 
annum, and during the next 
few years he produced a 
popular series of French and 
Scottish landscapes marked 
by strong composition and 
spacious perspective. 

However, around 1930 the 
demand for prints slumped, 
and Patrick was forced to 
diversify his activities: he took 
a part-time post at Dundee 
College of Art, and made 
illustrations for postcards and 
newspapers. Valentine’S, the 
Dundee postcard and repro¬ 
duction publishers, commis¬ 



sioned views from him of. 
towns all over Britain, which 
were retailed by Woolworths 
stores for many years under 
the name of “Etchographs". 
He also turned more to oil 
painting. He had already 
shown at the Royal Academy 
in London from 1928, to a 
favourable reception in the 
press. His oil paintings tended 
to a more atmospheric light¬ 
ing and treatment. 

The Tine Art Society began 
to sell Patricks work from 
1934, showing his painting 
The Three Sisters, Glencoe, 
which, though rejected by the 
Royal Academy, led to the 
purchase in the following year 


of Winter in Angus by the Tate 
Gallery through the trustees of 
the Chan trey Bequest 
Also in 1935 St Francis. 
Assisi was sold to the National 
Gallery of South Africa, and a 
portrait Marion, won the 
Guthrie Award at the Royal 
Scottish Academy. In 1936 
Frank Pick, the vice-chairman 
of London Transport commis¬ 
sioned a number of Under¬ 
ground posters from Patrick: 
these and subsequent commis¬ 
sions from mainline railway 
companies of views of Edin¬ 
burgh, Loch Lomond. Dry- 
burgh Abbey, the Firth of 
Form and the Firth of Tay. 
made Patrick, a familiar artist 


to millions in the heyday of 
railway posters. 

Wartime call-up in 1940 
gave Patrick a training as a 
tank driver before he was 
commissioned in the Camou¬ 
flage Corps, where he worked 
on the camouflage of weapons, 
vehicles and installations, first 
in Britain and then in North 
Africa and Italy: with accom¬ 
panying private battles be¬ 
tween his “dulling-down” for 
safety and CSMs’ demands 
for spit-and-polish. 

This outdoor living, and 
the rare chance to make a 
swift watercolour in the Medi¬ 
terranean light, were advan¬ 
tages to Patrick after the war, 
when he began to exhibit and 
self his watercolours: and it 
also brought .more outdoor 
feeling to ms oils. He began to 
take his oil painting easel 
outside, to paint directly from 
nature. 

These realistic, atmospheric 
recreations of landscape and 
life endeared Patrick, from 
the 1950s onward, to ail 
Scots; many Scottish expatri¬ 
ates treasure prints of his 
work. And as a lively humor¬ 
ous extempore speaker. Pat¬ 
rick was much in demand and 
acquired a considerable per¬ 
sonal popularity. His 80th 
birthday retrospective exhibi¬ 
tion in 1987 in Dundee, 
Aberdeen and Liverpool con¬ 
firmed his huge following. 

James McIntosh Patrick 
married in 1933 Janet 
Watterston, who died in 1983; 
there are a son and daughter 
of the marriage. 



The Tay Bridge from my Studio Window . painted in 1948: a typical 
Scottish landscape by James McIntosh Patrick 
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Lonrho set for £130m loss as Hondo faces delisting 


ByJanon Nrss£ 

LONRHO. the troubled conglomerate, is 
facing a £130 million loss from its 
exposure to Hondo Oil & Gas. an oil 
exploration company which races delist¬ 
ing from the American Stock Exchange 
and may not be able to pay its debts. 

The British group — whose sharehold- 
! ers backed a CJSO million deal to 
h repurchase its shares and buv a South 
African coaJ company earlier this week — 


has investments valued at £69 million in 
Hondo and has also extended loans 
recently stated at $107 million (E63 
million) to the o3 group. 

On Thursday night Hondo told inves¬ 
tors thai it was facing problems that may 
mean it could not maintain its listing on 
the Am ex market in New York. It also 
said it was in danger of breaching the 
covenants on the loans extended to it by 
Lonrho. which also has a controlling 
shareholding in Honda The company 


has been exploring for oil in Colombia in 
conjunction with Amoco Corporation. 
However, last month, preliminary re¬ 
ports from its Open 14 well indicated that 
then? might not be enough gas reserves do 
make it commercially viable. 

Unless the Opon 14 tests prove that 
Hondo has another 13 billion cubic feet of 
natural gas in the well, this will trigger a 
default clause m its. loan agreement with 
Lonrho. The British group recently in¬ 
creased its exposure to Hondo by extend¬ 


ing a further loan to the company late last 
year. Hondo also has troubles at its two 
other wells — Opon 3 and Opon 4. 
Though they are producing gas. greater 
than expecred falls in the flowing pressure 
of both wells has occurred and this is 
limiting production. 

The group’s shares have slumped in 
value in recent weeks on the Amex market 
and were briefly suspended late last month 
because of rapid falls in their value. 

A Lonrho spokesman said the group 


would take a view on whether to write off 
its investment in Hondo in November, 
when the term of the current loans run 
out He said that any write-off would not 
affect Lorn-bo's profits and would only be 
a balance sheet item. “We control Hondo 
and we decide whether it goes into 
default” said the spokesman. 

Lonrho has been involved in Hondo for 
nearly a decade, when the investment was 
first sanctioned during Tiny Rowland's 
reign as chief executive. Sir John Craven. 


chairman of Lonrho. recently told inves¬ 
tors that die group should never have 
invested in the business and would seek to 
sell its stake as soon as was practicable. 

The group has virtually completed its 
restructuring, following the approval of 
the coal and share deals at Thursday's 
extraordinary meeting, and only has to 
sell its Princess Hotels business. Second 
round bids have just gone in and Lonrho 
hopes to conclude the £300 million 
disposal by June. 


Bank of Japan 
disciplines 98 
for corruption 


From Robert Whymant in tokyo 


JAPAN'S central bank, shak¬ 
en by corruption allegations, 
yesterday disciplined a total 
of 98 officials in an attempt to 
restore its battered authority. 

The Bank of Japan announ¬ 
ced the mass punishment after 
completing an internal investi¬ 
gation that found many of its 
personnel accepted lavish ent¬ 
ertainment from private banks. 

The latest move came as the 
• Bank tried desperately to shore 
its credibility. The country’s 
economic problems threatened 
to cause the yen to drift even 
loweron the foreign exchanges. 

The BoJ yesterday launched 
an aggressive round of inter¬ 
vention in an attempt to drive 
the yen back towards 125 to the 
dollar. Dealers said the action 
— in thin trade over the Easter 
weekend — caught the market 
off-guard and ensured that the 
yen rose from about Y13I to die 
‘dollar to Y 127.5. 

The BoJ was supported in its 
actions by the Ministry of Fin¬ 
ance which insisted that the yen 
was too weak and that share 
prices should rise with the- 
latest stimulus package. Finan¬ 
cial markets, however, contin¬ 
ued to respond coolly to the 16 
trillion yen (E70 billion) pack¬ 
age. Share prices fell sharply in 
the morning, but regained 
ground when the yen surged in 
the afternoon. The Nikkei index 
closed at 16.481.12, down 5554 
points from Thursday. 

Last week. Tokyo prosecutors 
v indicted a senior bank official. 
Yasuyuki Yoshuawa. on char¬ 
ges of giving out price-sensitive 


information and offering other 
favours to two commercial 
banks in exchange for enter¬ 
tainment worth Y4J million. 

Mr Yoshizawa. 42. head of 
the capital markets division, 
became the first BOJ official to 
be charged with accepting 
bribes in the central bank's 
lib-year history. 

Yuiaka Yamaguchi. the 
BOJ’s deputy governor, yester¬ 
day bowed in penance as he 
apologised for the scandal, 
and said the Bank was deter¬ 
mined to recover public trust. 

Among those disciplined 
were three senior executives 
who were ordered to give bade 
20 per cent of their pay for a 
period of one to five months. 
Other officials received 
reprimands. 

The investigation of 600 



Hayami: repaying salary 


Noodle bar chain 
on course to float 


By Dominic Walsh 


WAGAMAMA. the popular 
Japanese noodle bar chain, 
could be heading for the stock 
market. The group has just 
acquired two new sites in 
London and is thought to be 
close to unveiling a new 
financial partner to fund 
expansion. 

The company, which cur¬ 
rently has two restaurants in 
Soho and Bloomsbury, is to 
open a 5.000 sq ft restaurant in 
Wigmore Street, in Central 
London, this summer, and an 
8.000 sq ft branch is expected 
to open in Camden, North 
London, next year. 

The high-tech refectory-style 
restaurants are thought to 
turn over at least E3 million a 
year each, serving more than 
1,000 covers a day and turning 
the tables an astonishing ten 


or more times. The Soho 
branch-serv es more than 1,000 
kilos of noodles a week. 

The concept, which falls 
between fast food and casual 
dining, was originally devised 
by Alan Yau. who used kaizen 
— the Japanese ethos of con¬ 
tinual improvement — as his 
guiding philosophy. 

T?ie group is now headed by 
Ian Neill, the well-regarded 
former managing director of 
Rank Restaurants. 

Under Mr Yau, who opened 
his first Wagamama in 1992. 
the group had plans to open 
branches in Manchester. New 
York and Paris en route to an 
eventual stock market listing. 
Industry sources now’ believe 
the company is planning a 
flotation in about 12 months’ 


staff launched in February 
revealed that many had main¬ 
tained questionable contacts 
with financial firms. While 
they were not deemed to have 
broken the law. some officials 
leaked confidential informa¬ 
tion to banks that wined and 
dined them, the Bed said. 

Masaru Hayami, the bank’s 
Governor, along with his two 
deputies and four executive di¬ 
rectors. will voluntarily repay 
20 per cent of their salaries for 
a month in a gesture of repent¬ 
ance for the scandal. Mr Hay- 
ami's predecessor, Yasuo Mat¬ 
sushita, resigned last month to 
take responsibility for an af¬ 
fair that has severely dented 
the central bank’s prestige. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
also tost credibility with the 
public since the repeated reve¬ 
lations of corruption. Two 
ministry officials have been 
arrested this year on suspicion 
of receiving bribes from big 
banks in exchange for leaking 
confidential information. 

The scandals, eroding the 
once powerful Ministry of Fin¬ 
ance’s influence over policy, 
have contributed to public un¬ 
ease about the Government’s 
handling of the economy. 

Yesterday, the Government 
acknowledged that the na¬ 
tion’s economy has worsened 
because of weak consumer 
spending and bleak corporate 
sentiment “The economy is 
stagnant, and the situation is 
becoming increasingly sev¬ 
ere,” the Economic Planning 
Agency said in its April report 


C&W to seU 
French stake 
to Italians 

CABLE & WIRELESS, the 
UK telecoms giant is poised 
to sell its 20 per cent stake in 
Bouygues Telecom of France, 
a mobile phone company, to 
Telecom Italia. Analysts esti¬ 
mate that the sale could fetch 
up to £500 million (Chris 
Ayres writes). 

The deal is part of an 
international agreement be¬ 
tween the two companies that 
could create the world's sec¬ 
ond largest carrier of interna¬ 
tional traffic. C&W has 
agreed in principle to the sale, 
although the price is still 
being negotiated. 

Dick Brown, the chief exec¬ 
utive of C&W, has previously 
said that he intends to raise £1 
billion by selling about 50 
minority interests. The shake- 
up of C&W has already at¬ 
tracted controversy, after it 
announced 1500job losses. 



Peter Gabriel 
issues writ 
over handling 
of tax affairs 


By Chris Ayres 


Peter Gabriel, who co-fbunded Genesis, is thought to be worth up to £10 million 


PETER GABRIEL, the pop 
singer who co-fountfed the rock 
group Genesis before embark¬ 
ing on a successful solo career, 
is suing his firm of accountants 
over its handling of his tax 
affairs. 

The writ is the latest in a 
series of high-profile spats 
between multimillionaire pop 
stars and their accountants. 

The most serious involved 
Sting, the singer and former 
frontman of The Police. His 
accountant, Keith Moore, was 
found guflty in 1995 of stealing 
E6 million from the musician to 
finance several doomed busi¬ 
ness ventures. 

Mr Gabriel is suing Baker 
Tilly, a firm of accountants 
bared in West London that 
specialises in media and the 
arts. It made an estimated £40 
million in sates last year. 

The pop singer, thought to be 
worth up to DO million, and 
one of his private companies, is 
demanding damages for 
breach of contract for the way 
the firm dealt with his and his 
company's tax affairs between 
1992 and 1993. He is also suing . 
for breach of duty of care over 
his tax affairs. It is not known 
how much money Mr Gabriel 
is demanding, although it is 
thought that the figure could 
run to millions of pounds. 

In the early 1990s, Mr Gabri¬ 
el had just released his success¬ 
ful album Us and was setting 
out mi his Secret World tour. 
A source dose to the star said: 
“In 1992, the Secret World tour 
was taking him all around the 
world and was very profitable: 
It would have cost several 


hundred thousand pounds to 
stage, with millions running 
through his bank accounts at 
the time." 

A spokeswoman for Baker 
Tilly. whose managing part¬ 
ner is Laurence Long, said: 
“We have not received a writ 
and if wedo we will vigorously 
defend ft.” The company re¬ 
fused to make any further 
comment an its relationship 
with the pop star. 

Mr Gabriel’s lawyers re¬ 
fused to discuss the writ 


Call to halt 
Citibank 
merger plan 

THE planned VIS merger 
of Citicorp and Travelers 
Group faces a call fay the 
senior Democrat on the 
House Banking Committee 
for it to be halted pending 
inquiries into claims that 
the jailed brother of Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari. the dis¬ 
graced former President of 
Mexico, laundered drug 
money via Citibank (Tunku 
Varadarajan writes). 

Maxine Waters said 
“Lei’s take a look at Citicorp 
and see if they are deserving 
of support for a merger.” 

US officials are investi¬ 
gating die legality of Raul 
Safinas transferring $80 
mflfion (£50 million). 

Hot Seat page 28 
Commentary, page 29 


Lloyds TSB glitch 
halts clients’ cash 

By Richard Miles, banking correspondent 


•f The Great Universal Stores P.L.C. 


THOUSANDS of Lloyds TSB 
customers were left strapped 
for cash yesterday morning 
after a computer failure crip¬ 
pled the bank’s automatic- 
teller machine network. 

Emergency engineers were 
called in late on Thursday 
evening to tackle the computer 
glitch, but were unable to 
remedy the problems until 
noon yesterday. 

Meanwhile, customers rely¬ 
ing on the clearance of 
cheques and funds deposited 
at the stan of the week were 
prevented from withdrawing 
cash, even though the ATM 
system said that their accounts 
were in credit. 

One disgruntled customer 
from Kent said: “The cash¬ 
point was showing the correct 
balance, but it wouldn’t let me 


withdraw even a termer. It 
was a good job 1 had a 
building society account" 

A Lloyds TSB spokeswoman 
attributed the problems to the 
failure of an overnight update 
of account balances. Normally, 
cheques deposited on a Mon¬ 
day are accredited to the ac¬ 
count fay Thursday, but cash¬ 
point users cannot withdraw 
the money until the next day. 

“In this case, some customers 
were unable to withdraw cash 
because foe overnight update of 
information failed.” the spokes¬ 
woman said. “However, our 
technicians worked through the 
night and the ATM system is 
now working normally." 

Lloyds TSB, whose chief 
executive is Peter Ellwood. has 
one of the largest ATM net¬ 
works in the UK. 



AWEEKINTHECHY 


C are, stamps and cigarettes 
shared the chorus line this 
week, but it was a single red 
umbrella that stole the show. 
Citicorp. America’s biggest bank, 
said it was merging with Travelers 
Group, in a $140 billion (£85 billion) 
deal that will create the world s 
largest financial services company- 
Citigroup will adopt Travelers’ red 
umbrella as its logo. 

News of the deal sent Wall street 
soaring, and pushed the FTSE 100 
through 6,100 and reignited the 
prospects of a fresh round of banking 
mergers, as European banks scram¬ 
ble for position. Citicorp is the 
world's biggest issuer of credit cards. 
Travelers operates across the finan¬ 
cial services spectrum, and last year 
paid $9 billion for Salomon Brothers, 
the Wall Street investmeni bank. 
President Clinton moved to reas¬ 


sure tobacco farmers, after the tobac- 
co industry rejected plans for a 
settlement Under a deal agreed last 
year, companies including kjk 
N abisco and Philip Moms were to 
contribute $3685 billion over 25years 
towards the cost of treating tobacco- 
related illnesses in 40 states. The deal 
would have brought immunity from 

mass lawsuits. ... . . 

The industry has choked on tough¬ 
er legislation that would have pushed 
the 'cost up w $506 billion and 
removed much of the legal projec¬ 
tion. One executive complained that 
Congress was asking the tobacco 
industry to sign a suicide note. 

The Bank of England left interest 
rates at 7.25 per cent as two vintage 
names passed into nw wMlf L 

The Savoy Group, which includes 
Claridee’s. the Berkeley and the 
Savoy itself, was sold to a group of 


American investors for £520 million, 
bringing to an end 110 years of 
independent ownership. The Savoy's 
arcane two-tier share structure has 
frustrated countless suitors over the 
years, including Sir Maxwell Joseph 
of Grand Metropolitan, Lord Mat¬ 
thews of Trafalgar House, and Lord 
Forte of Ripley, who spent years 
locked in acrimonious wranglings 
with the late Sir Hugh Wontner. 

The sale to Blackstonc Group 
ensures a £310 million windfall for 
Granada Group, headed by Gerry 
Robinson, winch inherited a key 
stake in die Savoy when it took over 
Forte three years ago. 

Further down the Strand. Stanley 
Gibbons, the most famous name in 
stamps, was sold for £135 million to 
Flying Flowers, a mail order com¬ 
pany based in Jersey. 

Thorn, owner of Radio Rentals, 


announced that it is in takeover talks 
with an unnamed suitor — possibly 
an American finance house. Thom 
has been on a one-way slide since 
demerging from EMI less than two 
years ago. 

Gaskets blew down at the Royal 
Automobile Club, which a week ago 
ousted its chairman. Jeffrey Rose, 
after he proposed the organisation 
float off its motoring services busi¬ 
ness. On reflection, the RAC seemed 
to think this was not such a bad idea, 
and disdosed it had hired City 
advisers and would consult with its 
members about a £400 million 
demerger. Rose is to requisition an 
extraordinary meeting of sharehold¬ 
ers. with a view to forcing the 
removal of the RAC board. The RAC 
is writing to members this weekend. 

Jon Ashworth 


Increased and Final* Offer of 


£6.50 in cash per share for 


Argos pic 


POST YOUR ACCEPTANCE FORM 
TODAY 


For further information, 
call the GUS Offer Helpline on 

0800 521 002 


The Directors of The Great Universal Stores P.LC. are the persons responsible for 
this advertisement. Those Directors confirm that, to the best of their knowledge 
and belief, having taken all reasonable care to ensure that such is the case, the 
information contained in this advertisement is in accordance with the facts and 
does not omit anything likely to affect the import of such information. The Directors 
of The Great Universal Stores P.LC. accept responsibility accordingly. 

The Great Universal Stores P.LC. reserves the right to increase or otherwise 
amend the Increased and Final Offer should a competitive situation arise or 
should the Panel on Takeovers and Mergers so agree. 
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Hinchliffe has recently come out of his shell: a Yorkshire businessman acquaintance says that he is “full of bravado, arrogance and front” 

Lowdown on the high life 
of a failed empire builder 

[ How long can the former head of collapsed ofRemi 


W hen the first Sikorsky 
helicopters started to 
appear in the J93Qs a 
French avionics expert is 
reputed to have said: “How does it stay 
up there? There is no visible means of 
support” The same could be said about 
Stephen Hinchliffe, the controversial 
South Yorkshire businessman whose 
Facia retailing empire collapsed with 
debts of more than £100 million in raid- 
1996. 

While Sears — whose chief executive. 
Liam Strong, was forced to resign for 
trusting Hinchliffe — fights to retrieve 
some of the £70 million it lost through 
its involvement with Facia; while many 
of Faria's 5.000 former employees 
study jobcentre windows in hope of 
finding work; while estate agents 
around the country and in Germany 
try to find new tenants for shops 
formerly occupied by Facia brands 
including Saxone. Freeman Hardy 
Willis, Sock Shop. Bata and Oakland; 
while investigators from the Serious 
Fraud Office pore over files and 
interview former associates of 
Hinchliffe stretching from Tel Aviv to 
Tooting; while Department of Trade 
and Industry lawyers prepare court 
papers for this autumn’s hearing at 
which the DTI will apply to have him 
disqualified as a director: Hinchliffe 
continues to enjoy a glamorous and 
opulent lifestyle. 

In the year or so after Faria 
collapsed. Hinchliffe kept a pretty low 
profile. He did not turn up for the 
group's creditors meeting in Leeds, 
sending his long-time associate, Chris¬ 
topher Harrison, to face the flak. And 
calls were immediately directed to his 
solicitor, Keith Oliver, of Peters & 
Peters, the man who successfully 
defended Kevin Maxwell against fraud 
and theft charges. 

However, recently Hinchliffe has 
come out of his shelL A South 
Yorkshire businessman who knows 
him well says that Hinchliffe looked 
quite stressed six or nine months ago 
but recently he had seen him and he 
was “full of bravado, arrogance and 
front He is bad; on form." Oliver, still 
speaking on his behalf, said: “Mr 
Hinchliffe will continue his business 
comeback." 

While the receivers sold off Facia'S 
castle-like headquarters in Parkhead 
Hall, Sheffield — with its breathtaking 
boardroom and a seat for Hinchliffe 
that looked more like a throne—the 6ft 
5in Hinchliffe still occupies his home in 
Done, a commuter village outside 
Sheffield. Longacres boasts a dozen 
rooms, a swimming pool, a host of 


How long can the former head of collapsed 
retailer Facia enjoy a life of luxury? 
Jason Nisse and Lucy McDonald report 


manicured lawns, induding one the 
size of a football pitch, and a helicopter 
pad. Hinchliffe is said by locals to use a 
helicopter to fly from Done at least 
twice a week. He entertains regularly, 
making up for no longer bring on the 
board of his beloved Sheffield United 
by hosting football parties in front of a 
widescreen TV pumping out televised 
matches. 

The Hindi, though, does not stay in 
all the time. Indeed he loves to go out 
and socialise. He has a chauffeur- 
driven Rolls-Royce, which ferries him 
to his favourite haunts. His most 
regular hangout is the Rising Sun. in 
Abbey Lane. Sheffield, a friendly, 
comfortable pub. Lunch is often taken 
at Mediterranean, a tapas bar where a 
meal costs an average of £10. Dinner is 
sometimes at Rafters, an Italian restau¬ 
rant or the Cavendish Hotel in the 
scenic Derbyshire village of Baslow. 
The set menu at the Cavendish is 
£37.50 a head and the cheapest wine is 
£17.50 a bottle. Hinchliffe has a 
penchant for champagne and fine 
cigars. He is often seen driving any of a 
number of convertible cars, some 
boasting one of his H1NCHI to 
H INCH 13 number plates, and is 
reputed to have a collection of more 
than 60 in a warehouse in Atterdiffe. 
Sheffield. 

In the past few months Hinchliffe 


has seen most of what is left of his 
empire collapse. His German shoe 
business, which he set up in early 1996 
to take control of the local aim of Bata 
Shoes, went into receivership in Nov¬ 
ember. Four suppliers in the business's 
home town of Bensheim applied to 
have tiie company wound up for not 
paying its debts and a German lawyer 
called Klaus Peter Woitas took control 
of the troubled operation with its 103 
outlets and 600 employees. 

T he German operation's UK 
holding company — Strategic 
Group — in which Hinchliffe 
is the only shareholder, paid 
£33.000 to Hinchliffe and £331.000 to 
his company. Chase Montagu, in the 18 
months to January 31, 1997. Its ac¬ 
counts for this period were qualified by 
its auditors, Robert M Grierson & Co, 
last October for “failure to prepare 
group accounts and cashflow state¬ 
ments contrary to the Companies Act 
1985". 

Colibri of London, the lighter busi¬ 
ness that Hinchliffe retained after 
Faria went under, saw its franchise 
withdrawn by its US parent company. 
Colibri is now under the control of 
Howard Hodgson, the former funeral 
director whose attempt to turn Colibri's 
rival. Ronson. into a clothing brand led 
to his ousting from Ronson, which is 
UUSCOOFTS 



Longacres boasts a swimming pool, manicured lawns and helicopter pad 


now run by Victor Kiam of Remington 
shavers fame. 

The last of Hinchliffe^ main opera¬ 
tions is French & Scott the lingerie 
brand. This was served with a wind- 
ing-up petition last year by Price 
Waterhouse, the accountants appoint¬ 
ed as administrator of Faria Footwear, 
the operation that owned the shoe 
chains that Hinchliffe bought from 
Sears. Egged on by Sears, Price 
Waterhouse has waged a bitter war to 
win back as many of the assets of the 
Faria companies that it does not 
control and Hinchliffe's personal 
wealth as it can. This included obtain¬ 
ing a Mereva injunction against 
Hinchliffe, which prevented him from 
disposing of any of his assets. 

Price Waterhouse's claims have 
meant that BDO Stoy Hayward, the 
liquidator of the Facia empire, has not 
been able to distribute any of the assets 
left in the group to creditors. 

Last October, French & Scott filed a 
Companies Voluntary Arrangement 
(CVA) to avoid being placed in either 
receivership or administration. Ac¬ 
cording to the report filed by the 
supervisor of the scheme — Derek 
Woolley of the Sheffield office of 
Poppleton & Appleby, the accountants 
— the business owed nearly £429,000 
to creditors, while its last accounts 
showed assets of only £41.401. 

Among the creditors were Colibri — 
owed £33.900 — and Chase Montagu, 
Hinchliffe’S private company — owed 
£30.400. The Inland Revenue — owed 
E53JOO in back taxes — was the only 
creditor to oppose the CVA The Times 
repeatedly attempted to contact Wool- 
ley but he was unavailable for com¬ 
ment 

Woolley is also one of the receivers 
appointed to recover a debt owed to 
Lloyds Bank by Chase Montagu, 
Hinchliffe’s investment company. Last 
October the receivers took control over 
a property owned by the company in 
Sheffield. Hinchliffe’s solicitors told 
The Times that the debt to Lloyds has 
now been satisfied, and Chase Monta¬ 
gu has no solvency problems. Indeed, 
the firm's most recent accounts — for 
1996 — showed it making a pre-tax 
profit of £758.000 after paying £117,000 
to its directors — Hinchliffe and 
Harrison — and £188,000 to three 
members of staff. 

Chase Montagu seems to be the 
reason Hinchliffe can continue his 
high-on-the-hog lifestyle. But — with 
the SFO, the DTI and various creditors 
still snooping into his affairs — there 
must be a question mark about how 
long this can carry on. 


Can the odd couple 
stay wedded to joys 
of power-sharing? 


T hey are being 

described as The Odd 
Couple. One is mea¬ 
sured and soft-spoken, em¬ 
bodies "Wasp” decorum, 
wears classic suits, is physi¬ 
cally trim, bas divorced and 
remarried, lives in the quiet 
of the suburbs, is a gourmet 
chef and has a passion for 
Japanese rock gardens. 

The other is the son of 
Jewish immigrants from Po¬ 
land. wears brown (yes. 
brown) suits, carries a notice: 
able paunch, has stayed mar¬ 
ried to the same woman lor 
43 years, cannot cook for 
toffee, basks in a flashy 
Manhattan apartment, and 
has all those qualities that 
the more old-fashioned 
Brooklyners have in abun¬ 
dance: feistiness, chutzpah 
and street-sawy. 

Hie first John Reed of 
Citicorp, has now joined the 
second. Sanford Wall of the 
Travelers Group, in a record- 
breaking merger of their two 
companies, worth $140 bil¬ 
lion billion). They are so 
unlik e each other that many 
are won doing bow long the 
marriage wUl’survive. 

At their press conference 
on Monday, when the occa¬ 
sion came as dose to a "love 
fesT as Wafl Street ever gets, 
the difference in style and 
tenor was apparent Asked 
whether they could work 
with each other, Mr Reed 
said: "Sandy is a good per¬ 
son. 1 don't have any prob¬ 
lems with Sandy." This was a 
dipped and dear pronounce¬ 
ment rather in tiie mann er 
of a Cordelia unwilling to 
heave heart into mouth. 

Mr Wdfl. on the other 
hand, was flamboyant 
throwing in this quip in die 
manner of a true New York¬ 
er “I’m used to sharing 
power and responsibility — 
I've been married to my wife 
for 43 years.” At this, be 
chortled, and theworid chor¬ 
tled with hint 
It was left to Mr Reed to 
come np with the roughage. 
Deflating the humour that 
had crept in on the gather¬ 
ing. be said: "We are now 
aMe to deal witii the consum¬ 
er across his or her whole life 
— the young are looking for 
transnational business, pri¬ 
marily banking, whereas 
older people need somewhat 
more mature advice-based 
business." The first would 
come from Citicorp, tiie sec¬ 
ond from Travelers. 

Even if the marriage does 
survive, people question for 
how long the two wfll remain 
as co-chairmen and joint 
chief executives of the new 
Citigroup. Surely, people on 
Wall Street say. two race¬ 
horses cannot run in tandem 
forever. Who will break free 
and streak ahead? 

Most assume that, over 
time, Mr We3L now 65, wfll 
stand taller in the new group. 
They assume this because he 
is a scrapper who has fought 
his way to the top, climbing 
the financial Everest without 
oxygen or sherpas. The son 
of a dressmaker, his first job 
after he left Cornell Univer¬ 
sity in 19S5 was as a messen¬ 
ger for Bear Stearns, the 
New York stockbroker. 

Then, on about $150 a 
month, he was supporting a 



Weill: flamboyant 

wife and a child and an ego 
that was nowhere near satia¬ 
tion. in 196a tired of "going 
nowhere” be borrowed 
$200,000 from friends and 
family, bought a seat on tiie 
New York Stock Exchange, 
and started a brokerage firm. 

Mr Reed, 59. is of more 
conventional corporate 
stock, although by no means 
the scion of a blue-blood 
banking family. Born in 
Chicago, he was raised in 
Argentina and Brazil, where 
his father worked as an 
executive for an American 


boots over the fuddy-duddies 
of the banking world. Mr 
Reed also had to pick up the 
pieces after Mr Wriston's 
blunders, one of which was 
to commit Citicorp to lend at 
colossal levels to the Third 
World. The resultant debt 
problem was to blow up in 
Mr Reed’s face as the group 
rode through some of its 
rockiest moments. 

Mr'Weill, too, has had his 
ups and downs, and the 
biggest "down” came in 1965, 
when be quit as chairman of 
American Express after foil¬ 
ing to buy Fireman’s Fund. 
He wallowed in his "unem¬ 
ployed” state, making his 
children buy dinner and 
cigars for their "jobless 
Dad”, but bounced back 
after following his India- 
rubber instincts to buy Com¬ 
mensal Credit in 1986. 

If anything, Mr Weill is 
the more inventive, and it is 
no surprise that he made the 
first approach to discuss the 
merger, taking his idea to 
Mr Reed on February 25 at a 
meeting of the Business 
Council in Washington. In 
tiie mythology that has swift¬ 
ly fallen into place after 
Monday's deal, Mr Weill is 
believed simply to have said 
to Mr Reed: "Hey pal come 
bade to my room at the Park 
Hyatt when this gig is done. 
I’ve got something that will 
blow your socks off." 

There, a beaming, ebul¬ 
lient Mr Weill posed the 
question: "How about tfT 
Mr Reed later revealed, with 
characteristic understate¬ 
ment that he was a little 
surprised: "I said I hadn’t 
thought about it but I would 
take a look.” True to his 
word. Mr Reed, ever the 
engineer, went back to his 
dosest advisers and studied 
tiie offer. No possibility was 
left undissected, no option 
left unquestioned. At tiie 
Travelers Group, too, mat¬ 
ters proceeded with the ut¬ 
most secrecy. In discussion 
papers, Citicorp was code- 
named Saturn and Travelers 
was Jupiter. Why? 
"Because,” explained Mr 
Weill "it was a marriage 
made in heaven” At 
Citicorp, reflecting Mr 
Reed's less lurid manner, the 
companies were simply 
called Red and Blue. 

Typical of the two men — 
and an illuminating lesson to 
their subordinates — was the 
manner in which they saved 
the combined company 
about $100 million in bro¬ 
kers’ fees by brokering the 
deal themselves. Neither ap¬ 
proves of spending when 
that can be avoided, and an 
early employee of M r Weill's 
first brokerage recalled re¬ 
cently how his frugal boss 
gave him an office "in a 
closet... we took a door off 
the doset and the desk was 
half in and half out” 

Neither man stinted, how¬ 
ever. on the celebrations that 
followed news of the merger. 
They dined out together in 
the company of their wives, 
at Le Cirque 2000, New 
York’s glitziest eatery. If Wall 
Street is to be turned on its 
head, then bread must be 
broken in style. 

Reed: conventional TUNKU VARADARAJAN 



corporation. He took an 
MBA from the Sloan School 
at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1965 and his 
first job was as an engineer 
for Goodyear. 

His ralm. unhurried exte¬ 
rior conceals the profound 
energy that propelled him to 
the top of Citicorp in I9S4. 
when, at 45, he became the. 
bank's youngest chief execu¬ 
tive. He had an unenviable 
task, succeeding the fear- 
sdme Walter Wriston, a man 
with an acerbic wit who 
stomped with hobnailed 



Pele’s game 


WHILE PelG is in Manchester 
— no doubt cheering on Liver¬ 
pool against United — he has 
been promoting his cause as 
the great reformer of Brazilian 
football, in his role as Sports 
Minister, the soccer great has 
reformed the structure of Bra¬ 
zilian dubs to make them 
limited companies and is now 
looking for investment in the 
Brazilian leagues. 

A delegation induding Fferer 
Kenyon, deputy chief execu¬ 
tive of Manchester United, 
Glen Cooper of Apax Partners 
Corporate Finance and senior 
executives from AC Milan, are 
to fly to Rio next month for a 
“fact-finding mission". 

Though Ffele will be there to 
welcome them, one wonders 


in what capacity. A row about 
his relationship with Tele- 
globo, the TV network that has 
signed him as a commentator 
for the World Cup, has led to 
threats that he might have to 
resign as Sports Minister. 


• WHAT do points mean? 
Points mean prizes. Just ask 
the Bardaycard holder who 
has nocked up no fewer than 
60000points since the launch 
of Us loyalty scheme ten years 
ago. This entitles the holder to 
1J500 golf-balls, the adoption 
of SO animals at Whipsnade 
soo. or 25 bungee jumps over 
the RiverThames. And he had 
to spend only fi 600000for the 
privilege. 
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Edgar reign 

FURTHER evidence of the 
booming property market 
comes my way from the pic¬ 


turesque Lune Valley in Lan¬ 
cashire, where Thurland Cas¬ 
tle has been sold for more than 
£1 million through agent 
Brodie Marshall Hotels. The 
new owner, who intends to 
convert it from a conference 
venue into a country house ho¬ 
tel, must be hoping for better 
luck than some previous occu¬ 
pants. Built in the 14th century 
by Sir Thomas Tunstall. it was 
sacked after being besieged m 
the Civil War. It was restored 
in the 19th century only to be 
gutted by fire in 1879. Paper¬ 
work on the castle's sale, 
which comes complete with 
crenellations and battlements, 
must have been pretty 
straightforward. The vendor 
was a Mr Ernest Edgar: the 
purchaser Mr David Edgar. I 
am told they are not related. 


in the cavalry. The Royal 
Automobile Club has been 
kept on the back foot by the 
guerrilla tactics of its former 
chairman Jeffrey Rose, cam¬ 
paigning to free the motor 
side (as it were). So guess who 
has been called in to aid the 
parts. That's right Sir Tim 
Bell. , 


i WHEN all else fails — call 


Soeur-eal 

LA GUERRE du Publiris — 
which has rend asunder the 
French advertising scene — is 
finally over. Maurice Levy, ex¬ 
ecutive chairman of the inter¬ 
nationally influential Publicis, 
has finally succeeded in nego¬ 
tiating a truce between Mi¬ 
chele Bleustein-BIanchet and 
Elisabeth Badinter (n6e 
Bleustein-BIanchet). the two 
surviving daughters, and 
principal heirs of Publias's 


founder. Marcel Bleustein- 
BIanchet. 

Publias’s shares are con¬ 
trolled to the important extent 
of 38.4 per cent by “Somarel" 
— a Bleustein-BIanchet family 
holding company set up near¬ 
ly 30 years ago by the late 
Marcel Bleustein-BIanchet 
and in which Elisabeth 
Badinter has been holding 
33.38 per cent and her younger 
sister, Michele, 29.67 per cent. 
Piqued by Elisabeth’s influ¬ 
ence as a member of the 
Publids steering committee, 
Michele asked SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read to find a buyer for 
her stake. 

However, Levy has now ar¬ 
ranged for the greater part of 
Michele's in “Somarel” to be 
bought by her sister Elisabeth. 
And may they live happily 
ever after. 

Jason Nissfe 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Japan on 
the verge 

^ When Sony 
chairman Norio Ohga 
said Japan was on the 
verge of collapse 
economists scoffed at 
the hyperbole. But many 
ordinary Japanese 
believe their country is 
facing just such an 
emergency and are 
deeply pessimistic.. 

Business Focus. The 
Sunday Tunes, tomorrow 
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STANDARD LIFE BANK™ 


You’d expect a great rate 

Why not for your 
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1 MO NOTICE REQUIRED { 


Our Direct Access Savings Account for businesses has 
been designed to offer exactly what most businesses are 
looking for, 

• Consistently competitive tiered rates of Interest 
•The ease and convenience of telephone banking 
•No day to day charges 


•No minimum deposit 

• No limit on the number of wttridrewalsand no notice required 
•The option to 'pool' accounts and get a higher rate of Interest 
Opening an account couldn't be simpler - your financial 
adviser can contact us oh your behalf oryou can call us direct- 
it could be one of the best business decisions you've ever made: 
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T 7omed about the soar- 
l/V mg pound. Asian blues. 
▼ ▼ high interest rates and 
plunging economic growth’ The 
stock market isnt Warnings 
about the historic over-valuation 

of share prices at the turn of the 
year have been swept aside, just 
as they were a year earlier. 

A tide of money has been 
slurping into virtually every 
advanced country stock market 
west of the Urals. The FTSE 10 0 

share index of blue chips climbed 

by more than a sixth in the first 
quarter, having risen a fifth 
during the whole of 1997. You 
hardly need ask what has hap¬ 
pened in New York or Frankfort 
Price rises there have been 
uncannily similar. 

Valu ations have become ever 
more extreme by historical stan¬ 
dards. Top shares in London, 
New York and on the Continent 
sell at well over 20 times earn¬ 
ings. London ratings are now 
among the highest, mainly 
because company profits are not 
keeping up as well. That makes it 
tougher for London shares to 
progress as the UK economy 
slows sharply while continental 
economies gently accelerate. The 
dividend yield on the average 
FTSE 100 share has plunged to 
2.3 per cent, helped on its way by 


Market feels joys of spring 


the tax depredations of the 
beloved Gordon Brown. 

Bears have been confounded, 
however, because the financial 
background to the boom con¬ 
tinues to be much more support¬ 
ive than the economic. Cashflows 
are so strong that companies 
contumue to pay money hack to 
shareholders rather than touch¬ 
ing them for billions via rights 
issues and flotations, as is nor¬ 
mal near the end of a bull 
market- Share buybacks may 
have slowed but BTR. for in¬ 
stance. is about to put £15 billion 
back into investors* pockets. 

Long-term interest rates are 
soil on a downtrend thanks to 
increasing faith that inflation 
will remain low in developed 
countries. This underwrites 
shares as long as the economy 
continues to grow and helps 
investors to shrug off the UK’s 
high local short-term rates. 
Mega-mergers, along with 
many smaller exercises m finan¬ 
cial engineering, are also help¬ 
ing big companies to outpace the 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


economies in which they operate. 

This will not convince bears. 
At least they can console them¬ 
selves, and frighten everyone 
else, with the thought that UK 
stocks are particularly vulner¬ 
able to any setback. 

Not quite such a 
wonderful Liffe 

F rankfurt’s ambition to be¬ 
come the financial centre of a 
unified Europe may be open¬ 
ly derided in some quarters of the 
City. But the attempt to bring an 
end to liffe. as we know it. shows 
that the Germans have the will to 
take control of important markets 
through the collective might of 
their financial institutions. 


Few derivatives traders in 
London would challenge the sug¬ 
gestion that the Deutsche 
TerminBdrse’s seizure of the mar¬ 
ket for German bund futures has 
been inspired by the exchange’s 
ultimate owners: the network of 
regional and national banks that 
own the Frankfurt borse. 

While earnings at the Frankfurt 
stock exchange have risen by an 
average of 30 to 40 per cent year- 
on-year, its shareholders have 
been content to see no increase in 
dividends. More importantly, they 
have sanctioned a DM3S million 
(£J 15 million) waiver in fees by the 
derivatives operation to ensure its 
control of bund futures. 

Against such tactics, it is ex¬ 
tremely difficult for Liffe to com¬ 
pete. especially given its 


antiquated membership structure. 
Frankfurt's challenge has exposed 
the tangled web of vested interests 
at Uffe — often at odds with each 
other — and the management 
board’s inability to reconcile those 
interests. 

Uffe will next week take the first 
big step to avoid losing its pre¬ 
eminent position in European 
derivatives when it holds an EGM 
to debate corporate governance. 
However, many traders believe 
this will be too little, too late, just as 
its derision three weeks ago to cut 
transaction fees was too late to 
rescue its leadership of the bund 
futures market 

One possibility under consid¬ 
eration at Uffe is a £500 million 
flotation. But really it should 
look again at merging with the 


Stock Exchange. Surely DTB’s 
aggressive marketing, which 
would be condemned as predatory 
pricing if practised by British 
newspapers, argues for a consoli¬ 
dation of London exchanges. Until 
now, the tussle between DTB and 
liffe has focused on the benefits of 
electronic trading versus the flexi¬ 
bility of open outcry dealing. Bui 
ownership structure, size and col¬ 
lective investment are equally im¬ 
portant issues. 

The start of the 
Citigroup break-up 

W hile many have been 
questioning the logic of 
bringing Citicorp and 
Travelers together to create a 
financial supermarket, few 
have actually considered that 
the edifice of Sanford Weill and 
John Reed may not actually 
exist for long. There is a strong 
argument to say that the struc¬ 
ture of Citigroup is unsustain¬ 
able and tire group will break 


up within a couple of years of 
actually being formed. 

Why? The answer is twofold — 
first pay, and secondly the volatil¬ 
ity of Travelers’ earnings. What is 
coming together is a commercial 
bank, an insurance company and 
a securities firm. Salomon Smith 
Barney. Studies by SCA, the 
consulting group, have shown 
that in “intellectually intensive” 
financial services, companies pay 
most of their rewards to their staff 
and the shareholders get little 
better titan the cost of capital. 
Staff in the insurance and 
commercial banking parts of 
Citigroup may find the multi- 
mimon-aollar packages of their 
colleagues difficult to swallow, 
especially given Salomon’s leg¬ 
endary earnings volatility, which 
could have an impact on bonus 
payments across the Citigroup 
organisation. 

Citigroup will have an am¬ 
plified version of the problems 
that have afflicted Natwest and 
Barclays. The pressure that led to 
the bargain-basement sales of 
BZW and NatWest Markets will 
be amplified at Citigroup. While 
it may make sense to combine an 
insurer and a commercial bank, 
do not be surprised to see 
Salomon Smith Barney leave the 
Citigroup fold before long. 



Morrison monitors 
climate for cheap 
children’s clothes 


WM MORRISON. Britain’s 
sixth-Iargest supermarket 
chain, has followed rival Asda 
into the clothing market by 
launching own-label chil- 
,kdren*s wear, which it claims 
%/ill allow parents to clothe 
two children for less than £10. 

More than 80 stores across 
the country are selling such 
bargains as a double pack of 
cycle shorts for £4.49 and a 
two-pack of polo shirts for 
£5.99. 

The two brands, designed 
for under-eights, are GIM 
(Girls in Morrison) and Gola, 


By Sam Jary 

a sports label, for boys. They 
are intended to be cheap. 
Morrison said its aim was to 
rest the market before 
committing to any long-term 
investment It denied having 
plans to expand into adult 
clothing and take on Asda’s 
George range, created by 
George Davies, founder of 
Next 

It said: “At the moment we 
are dipping our toes in the 
water to see how it works and 
assess the sales value. This is a 
small but concise collection 
being marketed very aggress- 


Indonesia courts IMF 
with reform package 




THE Indonesian Govern¬ 
ment yesterday unveiled a 
117-point reform pro¬ 
gramme designed to cure 
the country’s crippling eco¬ 
nomic problems and ensure 
the support of the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund 
(Alasdair Murray writes). 

The Indonesian rupiah 
strengthened to 7.750 to the 
dollar, from 8.450. but mar¬ 


kets remained sceptical 
about President Suharto's 
commitment to the deal. 

Making no reference to 
the controversial currency 
board designed to support 
the rupiah, the deal win see 
the Government introduce 
anti-monopoly laws and a 
more transparent and com¬ 
petitive bidding process for 
public sector contracts. 


ively at extremely attractive 
prices." 

If the range proves a hit 
Morrison will launch a simi¬ 
larly priced "Back To School” 
range in the autumn, with a 
winter update to follow. 

This foray into the clothing 
market is the latest in a series 
of bold moves, which include a 
multimfllion-pound expan¬ 
sion and development pro¬ 
gramme to create seven new 
superstores and 2.400 jobs. 

Last summer it became the 
first UK supermarket to have 
a bank branch in its shops, in 
partnership with Midland. 

Asda moved into the cloth¬ 
ing market eight years ago. 
and now devotes nearly a fifth 
of its floorspace to its fast¬ 
growing George range which 
commands 2 per cent of the 
entire UK clothing market. J 
Sains bury and Tesco share 12 
per cent between them. 

Asda is challenging Bhs for 
sixth place in the UK clothing 
industry. Its goal is to reach 
second spot behind Marks & 
Spencer, the market leader. 

Currently sixth in the super¬ 
market ranking table by turn¬ 
over, Morrison has identified 
the non-food market as a fast¬ 
growing area.- 



Classics such as Gone With the Wind will grow in value as demand increases from the many new channels 

Golden oldies shine in digital age 


A FILM such as Titanic can 
lake $1.4 bflfion (£800 million) 
at the box office, but film 
libraries in the digital age will 
also be worth their weight in 
gold, says a new report 
(Raymond Snoddy writes). 

Film & TV Rights J99S. pub¬ 
lished yesterday, estimates 
that the film libraries of the 
seven main Hollywood studi¬ 
os — Columbia, MGM, Para¬ 


mount Twentieth Century 
Fox, Uni versa!, Walt Disney 
and Warner Bros—may have 
a total market value of $40 bil¬ 
lion. The libraries could also 
be exploited for up to $7 bil¬ 
lion a year across the globe. 

The report — by Market 
Tracking International, the 
research organisation, in as¬ 
sociation with 7V World and 
Screen International* the 


trade magazines — argues 
that by 2002 more than 4,400 
films will be produced 
throughout the world at a cost 
of more than $19 billion. 

The value of programme 
libraries will be boosted by 
the growing number of outlets 
in need of content Cable and 
satellite television will expand 
further and will be joined, the 
report argues, by Internet 


television and the broadcast¬ 
ing interests of leading tele¬ 
communications operators. 

“With more channels in 
place there will be an increas¬ 
ed demand for content which 
could see the price of popular 
programming grow substan¬ 
tially.” the report says. This 
could, however, have the effect 
of pushing down the price of 
less popular programmes. 


Opec faces 
glut despite 
cutback in 
production 

By Carl Mortished 

EMBATTLED Opec oD 
producers face a supply 
glut in the second quarter 
of the year despite the o3 
cartel's production-cutting 
agreement 

The International Ener¬ 
gy Agency (IEA) said yes¬ 
terday that crude supplies 
would far exceed demand, 
with stocks from Organis¬ 
ation of Economic Cooper¬ 
ation and Development 
(OECD) countries remain¬ 
ing high and causing prob¬ 
lems for exporters. 

Figures published by the 
IEA show that the pact to 
reduce ofl output led by 
Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(Opec) and signed in Ri¬ 
yadh. is likely to have little 
impact on the market with 
global demand down as a 
result of the mild weather 
and a sharp reduction in 
Korean consumption. 

Oil prices failed to sus¬ 
tain the levels to which 
they rallied after the 
reduction in output by 
Opec. Before the agree¬ 
ment market oversupply 
was reckoned to be some 
35 million barrels per day, 
while the Riyadh agree¬ 
ment generated cuts worth 
just 1-25 million barrels 
among Opec members. 
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High 
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Jim 98 „ 

109-11 

109.17 

10900 

109-13 

60976 

Previous open Imeresi 0 

Sep 98 _ 




10941 

0 

German Govt Bond (Bund) 

Jiui 98 _ 

107J8 

107.94 

107.56 

107-82 

cryLfO 
JJ .'•J 

previous open Uueren 186140 

Sep 98 _ 




107.49 

0 

Five Year GDI 

Jun 98 _ 

IQ3.I0 

103.16 

103 nz 

103.15 

601 

Previous open Interest 11042 

Sep 98 _ 




10420 

0 

Italian Govt Bond (BTP) 

JUn 98 _ 

11968 

11085 

119_54 

11967 

30773 

previous open J meres IJ3W7 

Sep 98 - 




12007 

0 

Japanese Govt Bond (JGB) 

Jon 98 .. 

129.4) 

129.54 

129-24 

129.46 

2510 

Sep 98 - 




12926 

a 

Three Mth Sterling 

Jun 98 - 

9253 

90J6 

92-51 

5053 

24537 

Sep 98 . 

9269 

92.71 

9265 

92A8 

18182 

Previous open taicresi 8670N 

Dec 98 - 

9186 

92J99 

9262 

922S 

18297 

Three Mth Euromarfc 

Jun 98 - 

96J40 

96J65 

96240 

96250 

41997 

previous open interest 2212626 

Sep 98 _ 

96.100 

96.125 

96.100 

96.110 

28U6 

Three Mth Eurolira 

Junes - 

9SJ4 
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35175 
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Sep 98 - 
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9S.74 
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21733 
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Jun 98 - 

9856 

98.40 

9823 
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8926 
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Sep 98 - 
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98.13 

9820 

4674 

Three Mth ECU 

Jon 98 _ 

95.77 

95.79 

95 77 

95.77 
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Sep 98 _ 

9S62 

9562 

95.79 

9521 
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6085,0 

61596 

6085JJ 
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Sep 96 - 
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6229a 
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Base Rates: Clearing Banks 7<< Finance Hsc 8 

Disemm Market Loans: o/nlgh; mpn: 7 1 , Low 5 Week Dim. 7'. 

Treasury Bills (Di^Buy: 2 mill 7 :3 mill 7 . Sell: 2 mUi 67; 3 mOu b>,. 



1 mth 

2 msh 

Stab 

6 mth 

12 mth 

Prime Bank B3b(Dts); 

7'w7V 

7*bp7% 

Tbr-T* 

TrT. 


Surfing Money Rates: 

7 , m-7V 

7"u-7 u y 

7^-7 d h 

7 l, r*7 u B 

7’«*7’. 

Interbank: 

r-7S 

7*u-7‘H. 

T'*-7 u u 

7 , Sr-7"u 

TwTS 

Overnight open 7> fc close 5. 
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T» 

n/a 

7V 
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Dollar CDs: 
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525 
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:*■-'i* eorop^^ 

/- : 

CuTTtnty 
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1 IBtfa 

3 mth 
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3-U-3 1 . 

4-3 
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3V-3*- 

3V3H 

3’rT. 

Vc7» 

3'rZ 1 . 
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IV-I 
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I'vff. 

IVI'« 

IV. 

Yen: 
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•rV 

1 -par 

r- 
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BaEon: Open *aoaJD-30a.60 CtOSC S3CSXD-3WJO High: *300.00*309.50 
Low $307JO-307.80 AM: S30BJ5 PM: {307.65 
Knigemnd: *31-100*316.00 <£189^-1913X8 

Pbfinaa: *419.00 (t250Jffl SDwr *6J95 (C3E25) PaOwBun: *2»JD(tl7l Jl) 


Mkl Rales tor April 9 

Amsterdam- 

Brussels 

Copenhagen_ 

Dublin- 

Frankfurt_ 

Lisbon_ 

Madrid_ 

Milan- 

Montreal-— 

New York_ 

Oslo—... 

Paris__ 

Stockholm- 

Tokyo_— 

Vienna_ 

Zurich. 


Source Extel 


Range Close I south 3 monte 

3.4246*3.4334 3.4205*3.4294 lVIpr 3'r*3Vpr 

02.72062.900 62.724-6ZJ346 20*I7pf 60-55pr 

I1-599-1L62S 1 IJ99*lli»11 V*pr I-'^r 

IJMfrl^llS IJ06HJ066 IMpr 45-35pr 

3IM14-3JM83 3JJ422-3J3448 l-’^jr 2V2>.pr 

31IJ8-31Z28 311.28-31 LSI V.pr 2r?.pr 

257^2-258.79 S7.62-358.48 7J*4»lpr 199-lBipr 

3004.9*3008.9 3004.9-3008.9 52-37pr 173-I52pr 

2.3746-2J935 2J866-i3889 0^«.49pr IjOQ-IjOlpr 

1,6686*1.6782 UIMD-IMSO ft2SWL237pr Q.75M.725pr 

122.10-12660 12A17-12A33 *-J.pr IV-'.pr 

la 169-10221 10.196-10305 V'.pr 7/8J.pr 

13.143-13^33 I3.143-I3.1W Wpr ■r'.pr 

21765-22154 217.70-217.91 IVIVpr 3V3‘.pr 

21J89-21.448 21.403-2I.4Z3 '^.pr 2Vl>.pr 

Z5254-2,53fi9 15271-25309 IVILpr 3‘^3Vpr 

Premium * pr. Discount • ds. 


-— 


tm 


Australia . 
Austria ._ 
Belgium {Cam). 

Canada- 

Denmark- 

France. 


Germany- 

Hong Kong — 

Ireland ..._ 

Italy- 

Japan _ 

Malaysia 


Netherlands 

Norway_ 

Portugal 


Singapore —— 

Spain- 

Sweden- 

Switzerland_ 


0-6562-0.6567 

-12.76-12.77 

- 37.39-37.45 

_ 1.4252-1.42S7 
. 6.9072-6.9092 

- 60742-6X1752 
_ 1JI20-IOI24 
_ 7.7485-7.7495 
. 1J877-IJ927 
^ 17890-17905 

- 12960-12965 
. 3.6200*36400 
_ 2XM12-2XM17 
. 7S228-7JJ48 
_ 18560*185.90 
. 1^880*16910 
. 1536> 153.93 
. 7.8697-70787 
_ 1J052-16062 




Bahrain dinar- 

_062354X6375 



Cyprus pound-a8795418995 

Finland markka_9.I550-9J04C 

Hong Kong dollar .. 

13X066-134)161 







New Zea!and~<Iollar 

- 3.0205-10261 


- 6.0250-6.1620 

Singapore dollar __ 

-Z6598-Z6698 

U A E dirham_ 

Barclays Treasury 

60775*2155 
Lloyds Bank 

i/F^VOtlOWlES- 


3t 

383 

LASMO 

2.7(9 

ASDA Cp 

12,732 

Legal A Gn 

1.151 

Abbey Nil • 

13J389. 

Lloyds TSB 

8,906 

Allied Dam 

3.154 

LueasVarity 

1252 

AUnce&Letc 5,995 

Maria Spr 

3.972 

Amvescap 

378 

NaiGrid 

2275 

AB Foods 

394 

Nat power 

3245 

Bit Of SC0I 

1233 

NUWstBk 

2212 

BAA 

1863 

Nen 

900 

Barclays 

2.135 

Nrwcb Un 

II.47D 

Bass 

1-259 

Nycomed Amr 257 

BATinds 

52XH 

Orange 

1,048 

BG 

11.773 

PAO 

2221 

Billiton 

813 

Pew«m 

306 

Blue aide 

tk635 

PowerOen 

684 

BOC 

724 

Prudemlai 

2245 

B00CS 

1.186 

R3U track 

1,151 

BAe 

980 

Rank Croup ijt» 

BA 

1356 

Reckincsi 

818 

BihErtaQr 

1.953 

Reed InU 

3.7S2 

Br Land 

1.083 

Remoitn 

9247 

BP 

4,866 

Reuters 

12.492 

Brit Steel 

9DS) 

KfoTtmo 

1.735 

BffkyB 

UD18 

Roils Royce 

A1IO 

BT 


Rmi&Sun 2292 

BTR 

33^74 

Royal Bk So 1282 

Cable wire 

X66I 

Safeway 

6,124 

Cadbury 

1J22 

SRlnsbury 

2279 

CaritonCms 1226 

Schraders 

45 

Cemrica 

3642 

Scot A New 

1.472 

Cm Union 

1J87 

Soot Fewer 

1263 

Comuss CP 534 

Svm Trent 

1202 

Dlaew 

Z957 

Shell nans 10258 

EMI 

lSftl 

Stebe 

L094 

EneiwGp 

1372 

smiths ind 

343 

EntetprOfl 

1.167 

SmKIBcb 

8.440 

cen acc 

613 

SidChand 

3260 

Gen Elec 

13XH3 

Sun Life 

453 

GKN 

578 

nesco 

3.979 

Glaio well 

4-54! 

Thames w 

631 

Granada 

«3 

Tomkins 

4,755 

CUS 

2682 

Unilever 

3jQ1I 

GRE 

1653 

uidNews- 

1289 

Hays 

299 

uid Utilities 1250 

ia 

3208 

v odafone 

5D84 

KJngllstier 

711 

whiibread 

389 

HSBC 

2880 

Williams 

688 

Halifax 

13245 

wolseley 

824 

Lad broke 

5^54 

Woolwich 

2250 

Land secs 

660 

Zeneca 

804 




A r 






40S 

Edison ini 

». 2f. 

Owens Coming 

35 1 . 

3SV 


U7»»JJ8“» 

Elea DMa Sys 

4V- 44 

PTC Industrie] 

69*. 

6*. 


M 

65S 

[mama Oee 

IW- 66 

nsi Oroap 

TV. 

76V 


7b 1 . 

75S 

Eneelhanl Corp 

I0S 15P. 

PNC Bank 

61V 

60V 


26\ 



47% 45". 

PPAL Bes 

24 

23% 


87 

»*. 

EJiuvgy 

28". 29S 

Paanr Inc 

61% 

6T. 


78*. 

78% 

Eibyl Corp 

7% r. 

PuUkorp 

23% 

23V 


sr. 

Emm 

W. 60S 

Pic Enterprises 

4CP. 

J9% 




FOX HoWtofi 

72*. 7V. 

PslneWfcNw 

44 

42% 


SO-. 


me Corp 

TV. 79 

Pall C6rp 

TO. 

30% 


Jl'. 

30S 

FPL Croup 

6?. 6T. 

Porter HinnUln 

49% 49". 




ruin TBlrd Ban 

BBS BSS 

Pico Enetw 

21'. 

21V 


21*. 

0AV 

Flea Flm Grp 

W- 84'. 

rentier if a 

74V 

74V 


BS 

55V 

Fluor corp 

4t". 47S 

Pen mud 

66*. 

66V 


49. 

49 

port M«w 

46V 44S 

repikP 

Fiber 

42V 

42*. 


ItM*. 

103". 

Fon Jama 

«% 496 

W. 

99. 



M". 

Fortune BranCs 

41S 

Ptiarm 6 UpJBn 

44V 

44V 

iliner Home Pr 

9*'. 

•&. 

Franklin Bes 

56% 53*. 

pnelM Dodge 
Philip Morris 
HUUfc ra 

67V 

65V 


127'. 

174V 

GTE Corp 

ecr. 59% 

40V 

39V 


24V 

24S. 

Gan nen 

74*. 74S 

49V 

49*. 



4SS 

Cap tnc Dd 

4V. 45 

Ptmry Bow 

50*. 

49*. 

Amereech 

46“» 4tf. 

Gateway 3X0 

47V 46S 

Polaroid 

42V 

41% 


S7». 

57". 

Cen Dvnantks 

44 44*. 

Prccipr t Grow 

86V 

86*. 

Amocr 

8S*. 

BV. 

Gen Deane 

86V 86S 

rroridton 

61% 

ter. 


I*» 

IV. 

Cen MDs 

74'% 74% 

Pub Sere E A G 

36". 

36V 

Anbetser-BuKii 

48V 

47*. 

Ceo MOIOD 

67% WS 

Quaker OW» 

S7V 

56% 

Apple Computer 

2SS 

S 

Gen Brinsuranee 22SS 234 

Ralston Purina 

IDT. ICC. 


21". 

21', 

cen signal 

45*. 45S 

Upchea Corp 

41% 

41V 


V. 

V- 

Genuine Pans 

37*. 37>. 

xayibeon B 

56V 

56% 

Annstmg Wrtd 

84". Mk 

Georga Par 

<&. BBS 

Beebofc Ind 

31% 

30V 


26\ 


Gillette 

UP". 1IV. 

KeUsstur Fin 


47V 


75*. 


Gtan Weoc AD* S8% 

ttqrooldJ Metals 

61% 

61% 

audN Corp 

IIP. 

17% 

Coodrtcfc (BF) 

ay. sp% 

Roetowfl mu 

56 

55". 


OS'. 




Rohm 6 Haw 

107% 

101% 

Avery Deontsoo 

5J». 

SIS 

Great Lakes 

S3S 53% 

Royal Dutch 

57V 

56".. 

Avon FvnJucu 

81'. 

Bl 

KatUbuiUW 

46". 50*. 

(MAbenrtfiift 

29*. 

29V 

raver Husbes 

»*. 


Harcoun General 54". M'. 

SBC Comnts 

41% 

41% 


J2v 


Heinz CHI) 

59 58% 

Safeco Corp 

54% 

54% 

Base One 

blk 

BIS 

Hercules 

4V. 44% 

Si paid*] Cos 

87*. 

87V 


8b-. 


Hen bey Foods 

76'. 74% 

San Lee Corp 

62V 

6?i 

Bank ol NY 

M 

6I*S. 

Hewleo Packard 

61 % 60 v 

MlertaE Plough 
Schhunoerper 

82-, 

82*. 
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Ulster choses hope over hate 

■ Tony Blair declared last night that “courage has triumphed” 
as two governments and eight political parties signed up to a 
new future for Northern Ireland. He hailed a peace settlement 
that would give everyone the chance to live in peace and raise 
their children free from the shadow of fear—— Pages 1.4,5 

Rollercoaster ride to peace 

■ It was a rollercoaster four days. A negotiating session 

involving Ulster’s political leaders with Tony Blair, Bertie Ahem 
and George Mitchell that began at 8am on Thursday and finally 
reached its destination after 33 hours. As the participants 
emerged bleary-eyed to face the cameras, emotions ranged from 
delight, apprehension and relief---Page 4 


Scottish blockbuster 

The life of a Scottish adventurer 
who founded a disastrous settle¬ 
ment in Panama may be turned 
into a blockbuster-Page 7 

Bedtime prayers 

Mothers should kneel and pray 
with their children, says Cardinal 
Basil Hume, the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Westminster Page 9 

Teachers’ anger 

The leader of Britain’s largest 
teaching union appealed to his 
members to be patient with the 
Government after calls for indus¬ 
trial action-Page 9 

Goodward chic 

Restored Regency interiors rival¬ 
ling those at Windsor go on show 
at Goodward House Page II 

Duma’s defiance 

Russia^ Duma made a show of 
defiance by rejecting President 
Yeltsin's nominee for Prime Min¬ 
ister. but by a far smaller margin 
than expected-Page 14 


Grizzly enemies 

An insurrection, mounted by cattle 
ranchers, farmers and mothers, is 
threatening to derail a plan to 
bring back greedy bears - Page 16 

Nanny check 

The Government is to establish 
compulsory regulation of nanny 
agencies in an effort to stamp out 
operators who fail to carry out 
proper checks_Page 18 

Jesus’s blood 

A scientist in Turin claimed to 
have identified Jesus Christ's 
blood group as “AB" Page 14 

New Iraq alert 

The United Nations has given a 
warning that Iraq may be contin¬ 
uing to hide the scope of its biologi¬ 
cal warfare programme —Page 15 

Floating homes 

The. biggest floating community 
on the Thames since prison hulks 
is bang planned as a home for 
some of the 4,000 building the 
Millennium Dome_Page 18 


Four die in worst floods for 50 years 

■ Four people were feared drowned as the worst floods for more 
than 50 years hit the Midlands and parts of East Anglia. Hie 
Bank Holiday was washed out by rain and snowfalls of up to 
three inches. More than 30 communities were put on flood 
warning as rivers threatened to burst their banks. Pages 1,2.3 






On the advice of singing teachers South Korean housewives practise with plastic buckets over their heads atatone<ieaf dink in a Seoul store 


Valerie Grave: Dr Andrew 
Purkis, who runs the Diana. 
Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund, says it must be “a 
worthwhile, splendid part of 
our culture".-Page 21 

Skate's off: The common 
skate, one of the world's most 
graceful swimmers, is extinct 
in the North Sea— Page 16 
Winners: Competition be¬ 
tween new museums is forc¬ 
ing up prices for soccer 
memorabilia-Page 19 

Sea change: The score for the 
film Titanic, has broken into 
the top 100 most popular 
classics in Britain— Page 20 


An Easter peace: Future 
Easters may be celebrated in 
all the Province’s churches 
with signs of peace across old 
barriers, bells which no long¬ 
er toll mournfully and hearts 
that can sing joyfully Page 23 
Standards of truth: Last Feb¬ 
ruary’s deal has in no way 
diminished the determina¬ 
tion of scientific experts not to 
be fobbed off with Iraqi 
evasions_Page 23 






Interest rates; television; ma¬ 
laria; NoSl Coward's songs; 
Cinderella’s slipper ..Page 23 


John Major A Labour Prime 
Minister and his Irish coun¬ 
terpart have orchestrated the 
agreement I don't care about 
political labels. I just care 
that they have done itPage 22 
Simon Jenkins: What is re¬ 
markable is that most child¬ 
ren. whose development de¬ 
mands an extended society, 
contrive to survive nuclear 
families at all__Page 22 


Bill Reid, sculptor James 
McIntosh Patrick, painter; 
Morris Cox, writer and 
printer - Page 25 


Lonrho: A £130 million loss is 
threatened from its exposure 
to an exploration company 
faring delisting from the US 

Stock Exchange-Page 27 

Genesis; Peter Gabriel, the 
pop singer who oo-founded 
the group, is suing his ac¬ 
countants over tax—Page 27 
Japan: The central bank, 
shaken by corruption allega¬ 
tions. disciplined 98 officials 
in an attempt to restore its 
battered authority —Page 27 


Gas; carpetbaggers; flood in¬ 
surance; tax forms-49-60 


Football: Liverpool, who 
had Michael Owen sent 
off. drew 1-1 with Man¬ 
chester United in the 
Premiership - Page 31 

Rugby league: John 
Monie, the Wigan War¬ 
riors coach, said his side 
stiff had plenty of room for 
improvement, despite 
their emphatic 3&-18 win 
over St Helens —Page 32 

Rugby union: Saracens 
kept their ambitions of 
winning the Allied Dun¬ 
bar Premiership tide alive 
with a superb victory at 
Bath_ Page 40 



MtekHucknalt father 

lymood—— 

War and peace: S? 
ous n & at the hMrtrf 

Buddhism._—Pasr? 

Special: 36 pages oH 
ion for men - Pages 
R^beflion: The America. 

schoolboys who fought^ 


Tori Amos: The case u 

the defence—_.jw 

Books: Talking to dL 

las Coupland- 

Homecoming: lllustrat* 

Brian Cronin_Pifie 

Listings: FtiU guide to 
films, music, theatre, dubs 
and exhibitions for your 
area-Pages 2^3 

Weekend 

Shroud: Miracle or fefce 

impression?_Pages i, 2 1 

National Trust Ruthless ' 
marketing is killing oar 

gardens-Page 3 

Common scents: Wfoj 

your smell says_Page 8 

Property: Inside Geor$ 
Melty’s hideaway - Page 13 
Travel: Florida; Norway 
Finland; California „ zj-n 


Full seven-day guide to 
radio and television 




Our eggcrllent advice on 
Easter for funky kids 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,763 

A £20 book token will be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to The 
Times. Saturday Crossword Competition . PO Box 486. Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 
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ACROSS 

I In cattle, find English favouring 
this breed? (S). 

5 Snigger from thief (6). 

8 Having broken heart peaceful 
type was idling (6.4). 

9 Genuine-sounding folk music (4). 

10 Hold flexible opinions — as 
banditti do? (4 2,4.4). 

11 They may illuminate pit or¬ 
chestra's section (7). 

13 Taking over from Tom, the sailor 

17). 

15 Polished poem turned into opera 
(7). 

18 Litter — offensive plague (7). 

21 Keenness of operators to make 
theatre deaner (8.6). 

22 Sacred river comes from moun¬ 
tain height (4). 

23 American form of transport ex¬ 
tended by city in Alabama (10). 

24 Be visibly embarrassed giving 
court order to diplomat (6). 

25 In an ugly spiff, being dumsy (S). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20757 
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DOWN 

1 Bowler, say, beginning to control 
the wayward cutter (7). 

2 Much loved commander cap¬ 
tured, got back (9). 

3 Type of bond for builder injuring 
himself (7). 

4 in working hours, doctor supplies 
lozenge (7). 

5 Extreme position of a prime 
minister — Paderewski for exam¬ 
ple (5,4). 

6 Don’t allow to finish dog-end (7). 

7 Nature writer upsets me — fel¬ 
low's not quiet (7). 

12 Remove bird tucking into flower 
(9). 

14 Popular translation putting 
things back to front (9). 

16 Manlike? Not according to 
Donne (7). 

17 Within this range, we hear (7). 

15 Aircraft that’s blown up (7). 

19 Go down to see graduate's record 
of academic achievement (7)- 

20 Extremely hicky as fur-trapper— 
it’s a chancy business (7). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20762 
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Last week’s winners M Trotter. Eagtodifie. Stockton-on-Tees S Beresford. 
Tamworth. Staffs: / McBain. pinole. Dorset: A C Kent. Bamham-on-Sea. 
Somerset: K B Saaadery. Blackhenth. London. 


Weather by Fn ftitewtoih. 
Dill 0336 fallow dhy«m w Bb» hm ; w- fwr 
MnCuoy 410334 IM.tr.tan4 414 341 

WUes 414 333 London 414 343 

MWbnd, 414 330 ^- 

EMAi^i 410 937 w 

N.WM 410 339 ... 

N. Em 410 139 ***" * W 

Scotland 410 340 

HotfU Marino 

iotaraUninasa 4(0 390 

World City Weather &T7»ifct.cxfa 


0330 411310 
0134 410333 
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Motoring 

Europe Couaty by Catamry 0330001 S8S 
-European fuel cats 0330 001 080 

French Moco—ayi 0334 401 887 

ScKxnMbniwkin 0330 401 883 

DonoyfantlPart. 0330 401 409 

LaSiudr 0330 401 091 

(At} Car reports by fax 


new and uiad tar report* I 
the AA menu of I9S on 


0330 410 399 


you tny l oe tataciapal raeehenoda 
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Sunrises: 
614 am 


624 am 

Full moon today 

London 7 50 pm lo 612 am 
Bristol 8 00 om to 6 22 am 
Ednburgft 8 t ( pm id 8 rc am 
Manchester 8 02 pm nS 617 am 
P enz a nce 6 10 pm to 6 36 am 


Sun sett: 
750 pm 
Moan rises 
7.24 pm 


TOMORROW 
Sunrises: Sunsets: 

6 12am 752 pm 

Moon sets Moon rises 


Last quarter Apri IS 

London 7 52 pm lo 610 am 
Bristol 8 02 pm to 620 am 
EdMiurgti 8 13 pm to 6 13 am 
Manchester 8 0« pm to 615 am 
Penzance 811 pm to 6 34 am 



aOl*. 


.fastest day temp: Margie. Kert. 
12** Wft tow«3t day mac tXrtawrcl. Devon. 
3C highest rambl Cottesmore. RuBantf. 
[ “Sj- hishSSt sunshne; Tree. Inner Hebrides 
I I Iff 
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NEWSPAPERS 

support Recycling 

(beveled paper made up 
of me raw material lor 


□ General: Scotland win have another 
very cold and windy day with sunshine and 
snow showers. Northern Ireland wfll be 
bright with some sunshine, but there wil be 
a cold wind and scattered wintry showsre. 
Most of England and Wales will be cloudy 
and cold with showery busts of rain and hfl 
snow. Brighter weather in the northern and 
western fringes will edge southeast 

Tonight, rain and steel in the south wi 
clear to leave most ot the oountry with clear 
skies. It win be very cold with a widespread 
frosL The north and west of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland wffl have further wintry 

StlOYVQfS 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S Eng la nd: any 8»ty fog will dear 
with morning sunny spells but rain later. A 
moderate north wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ E Midlands, E England, W MkBands, 
SW England, S Wales, N Wales, Central 
N, NE England: rain and steel with snew 
on hflta but ft wffl become brighter from the 
wesL A brisk north wind. Max BC (4QF). 

□ Channel Mw cold and cloudy with 
heavy showers, some of them thundery. A 
brisk northwest wind. Max 9C (48F). 


□ NW England, Lake District, Isle of 
Man: earty ran and hfl snow clearing to 
sumy spells and isolated wlntiy showers. A 
cold north wind. Max 80 (46F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh A Dundee, SW 
Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll, N Ireland: 
edd with hot and snow showers nixed with 
sunny spells. A fresh north wind. Max 8C 
(40F). 

□ A berdee n , Central Highlands, Moray 
Firth, NE Scotland, NW Scotland, 
Orkney, Shet la nd:, very cold with sumy 
speks and scattered hail and snow 
showers. A strong north wind. Max 5C 
(41F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: bright or sunny 
periods, scattered wintry showers, most 
frequent in north and east. Wind northerly 
fresh or strong, but gale force at times on 
exposed coasts. Feeling cold. Max 8C 
(48F). 

□ Outlook: remaining cold with sunny 
speBs and scattered wintry ehovrers. Most 
Of the showers wS be in the north with 
further fate of snow over the Scottish hills. 
Night frosts. 
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RAC cover 
from just 

£39 


- Membership covers you as the driver or 
passenger in any car. 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year’ 

- Average cal! out time of just 40 minutes 

- Our hiohiy trained patrols repair 81 % 
of breakdowns 

- You can tailor your cover to suit your 
individual requirements 

- ids easy to join: call now & pay by credit, 
debit or charge card, or by Direct Debit 
instalments 


For instant cover 

0800 029 029 


Changes lo lhe chart atxwe from noon: high CwW move somhwBsi and intenstfy. low M will 

arm northeast then west and fill: lew O win move east with little change 
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MASTER 

GOLFERS 

The second round 
unfolds at 
Augusta 

PAGE 33 
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By Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

BEFORE die game yesterday. 
Pele had held court at Old 
Trafford. dispensing his 
unique brand of geniality and 
wisdom for the entranced 
ranks of the media. For a 
while it seemed as though his 
spirit had seeped into the 
players of Manchester United 
and Liverpool, as they gave us 
glimpses of the beautiful 
game. But. five minutes before 
half-time, it all went wrong. 

In an incident that over¬ 
shadowed yet another change 
of emphasis in the FA Carling 
Premiership title race, Mich¬ 
ael Owen, the young Liverpool 
prodigy whom PelC had 
praised earlier in die day, was 
sent off for an horrific, two- 
footed lunge at the ankle of, 
Ronnie Johnsen, the United 
defender. It was a tackle that 
41 seemed reminiscent of the 
- assault by Paul Bosvelt. the 
Feyenoord defender, on Den¬ 
nis Irwin in the European Cup 
Champions' League earlier 
this season. 

The result swung the mo¬ 
mentum in the race for the 
championship back slightly 
towards Arsenal, who now 
have four games in hand over 
United and are seven points 
behind. They meet Newcastle 
United at Highbury today in a 
dress rehearsal for the FA Cup 
final. For Liverpool, the re- 
sulL bravely achieved with ten 
men though it was. effectively 
ended their own fading title 

h °United had taken the lead in 
the twelfth minute when 
Johnsen headed home 
4f Beckham’s comer, but Owen 
’ equalised nine minutes before 
half-time with a wonderfully 
opportunistic goal that made 
his dismissal all the more 
regrettable. United laid siege 
to the Liverpool goal in die 
second half, but could not 
make the breakthrough. An 
apparent recurrence of 
Giggs's hamstring injury and 
a likely injury absence for 
Johnsen will also bring en¬ 
couragement for Arsenal. 

Owen’s tackle, though, 
dominated the post-match dis¬ 
cussions. While the crowd 
were still gasping at the chall¬ 
enge and screaming therr out- 
i rage, Johnsen writhed on the 
floor in agony and Graham 
Foil, the referee, reached into 
his pocket and pulled out the 
red card. He had no alterna¬ 
tive because Owen had al- 
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Owen turns away in celebration after putting Liverpool back in the match by scoring their equaliser against Manchester United yesterday. Photographs; Marc Aspland 


ready been booked for a 
scything tackle that had swept 
Schmeichel off his feet 
His sending-off and the one- 
match ban that it will bring is 
bound to take some of the 
momentum out of his late run 
for a place in the England 
squad. He was sent off for the 
England Under-IBs against 
Yugoslavia earlier this season, 
but seemed to have conquered 
any problems in .tempera¬ 
ment. Now he will have to go 
back to the drawing board. 

“You would have to say that 
the balance of power is in 
Arsenal’s hands now." Alex 
Ferguson, the United manag¬ 
er. said. “That was definitely 
two points dropped for us. 
Johnsen will be out for two or 
three weeks, but he is lucky 
that he was not more seriously 
hurt" , „ 

After Pele had been roundly 
applauded as he took his seat 
in the directors’ box, and Inre 
had been roundly booed as he 
walked our on his old stomp¬ 
ing ground, the game had 
begun in a flurry of 
Only 70 seconds had elapsed 
when Giggs charged down a 
clumsy attempted clearance 
from Matteo and advanced on 
Friedel. The Liverpool goal¬ 


keeper stood up well and 
blocked his shot and Babb slid 
across to kick Scholes’s follow¬ 
up off the line. 

lnce shot high and wide 
with his left foot a few seconds 
later and Owen had the first of 
his several dashes with 
Schmeichel when he just 
failed to beat him to a shot 
from McManaman that had 
spilt from the goalkeeper's 


hands, it was breathless stuff 
and the pace hardly seemed to 
relent throughout the half. 

United took the lead when 
Johnsen rose, unattended by 
either Harkness or Matteo. to 
head Beckham’s comer high 
into the Liverpool net at the 
back post Two minutes later, 
the away side nearly equalised 
when McManaman lifted the 
ball over Schmeichd's dive. 


but Owen's shot was blocked 

at the last by Gary Neville 
Cole headed just wide from 
a cross by Giggs in the 
eighteenth minute but, four 
minutes later, Schmeichel had 
to fling himself to his right to 
' touch lore’s low deflected shot 
just round the post If any¬ 
thing. the tempo of the game 
was increasing. The taddes 
flew in and lnce and Butt were 


particularly unforgiving. 
Amid it all, Owen seemed to 
be losing his cool. 

He was booked for a wild 
hinge at Schmeichel in the 
32nd minute but only seconds 
after McManaman had 
missed a gilt-edged chance in 
the 36th minute, Owen re¬ 
deemed himself when he stole 
m between the hesitating 
Pal lister and an uncertain 
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REMAINING FIXTURES 


April 18 v Newcastle (H) 
Aprfl 27 v Crystal Palace (A) 
May 4 ...v Leeds (H) 

May 10 v Barnsley (A) 




Today v Newcastle (H) 

April 13 v Blackburn (A) 

April 18 v Wimbledon (H) 
April 25 v Barnsley (A) 

April 29 v Derby (H) 

May 3 v Everton.(H) 

May 6 v Liverpool (A) 

May 10 v Aston Villa (A) 


Owen holds his head after being shown the red card 






Schmeichel to chip the ball 
delicately over the goalkeeper 
and into the empty net 

Five minutes before half- 
time, though. Owen was sent 
off and the second half was a 
pallid imitation of the first 
Liverpool’s ten men seemed to 
relish the challenge arid fash¬ 
ioned the best chance after the 
break when a sublime flick 
from Murphy in the sixtieth 
minute freed Leonhardsen. 
His low shot forced a fine, 
save from Schmeichel. 

For the remainder of the 
match. United poured on the 
pressure but, with Matteo and 
lnce inspired, they rarely 
looked like breaking the dead¬ 
lock, except when Jones had to 
dear Cole’s late header off the 
line. Now, Alex Fterguson and 
his team will have to sit and 
watch as Arsenal take the 
stage again. 

MANCHESTER UNITED 14'42)- P 
Scfnwche* — G Nwfe. R Johnsen (sub 1 D 
May. 43nrni), G Pdfett*. D toun — □ 
BecWaam. N Butt. P Newle (**: E 
Shematam. 60. R Gim (sub B uwinley, 
39) —A Cote, PSchbfcs 
LIVERPOOL (4-4-2) B Filede! — R Jones. 
D Matteo. P Babb. S HaiLnass — S 
McManaman. P lnce. J Rsdknsop. 0 
Leonhadsan — □ Mupty (suD: P Beget, 
73). M Owen 
Referee G Pol 
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Wenger 
hungry 
for catch 
phrase 

I t was only on the 
fourth morning that 
ArsAne Wenger real¬ 
ised (here was something 
peculiar going on. for. yet 
again, his girlfriend was 
eating her breakfast with¬ 
out him. “Where is my 
breakfast, my little choicer 
he asked gently, as he had 
asked three times before. 

“Ah-ha, Arsene." she re¬ 
plied, waving a buttery 
knife. “You do not recog¬ 
nise my little scheme? 
Lucky for you. I think, that 
I myself am sharp like the 
whip." He removed his 
glasses and pinched the 
bridge of his nose. Four 
days in a row without 
breakfast! He was getting 
hungry. 

Heratehed for an attrae- 

LYNNE 

TRUSS 


tively-dusted pain 
ckocolat. “Not yet. 
Arsine." she warned. “But 
think. While I am, admit¬ 
tedly, enjoying this excel¬ 
lent brioche and confiture, 
1 am ensuring you have 
four lovely breakfasts in 
hand!" 

He was fed-up with 
hearing this. There had 
been far too much “in 
hand” stuff going on lately. 
It was not only unfair, but 
also very confusing to a 
non-English speaker 
whose first lesson in Eng¬ 
lish idiom had been the 
one about the bird in hand 
being worth two in the 
bosh. 

“So, Monsieur Wenger, 
seven points behind 
Manchester United but 
four matches in hand." the 
reporters would say to 
him, and he would reply 
carefully: “Yes, ft is the 
equivalent. 1 think, of eight 
matches in the shrubs, but 
personally 1 would prefer 
to have the points, how 
you say, in the bag." And 
when they looked con¬ 
fused, he would say: “You 
don't have a spare bit of 
breakfast with you, 1 sup¬ 
pose? I'm starving.'’ 

It was odd and unfair, 
the way the Premiership 
had turned out this season. 
He was beginning to fed 
quite toudiy about it 
Every day, he woke up 
with the same set of sums 
drumming through his 
bead: two threes are six: 
three threes are nine: four 
threes are 12; five threes 
are 15. “Catch you later" 
was an innocent cordial 
phrase now banned out¬ 
right at Highbury. 

Continued on page 32 
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RUGBY LEAGUE: WARRIORS FAIL TO SATISFY COACH DESPITE DISMISSING RIVALS IN AWESOME DISPLAY 


Sharks go 
top after 
gamble 
pays off 

MARK JOHNSON scored a 
try two minutes from time as 
Hull Sharks's remarkable re¬ 
turn to the top flight contin¬ 
ued at a wet and windy 
Boulevard with a 6-4 defeat of 
London Broncos, who have 
made a miserable start 

The Broncos lost 32-6 in 
their opening league game at 
home to Halifax last week, 
which was followed by the 
return of Tony Currie, the 
coach, to Australia because of 
a family illness. 

At least the Broncos were 
more resilient than last Sun¬ 
day. restricting Hull to a 2-0 
half-time lead, despite playing 
into a stiff wind. Then they 
took the lead on 59 minutes 
when Damien Chapman 
burst through and exchanged 
passes with Nick Mardon 
before going over. However, 
the scrum half missed the 
conversion attempt from a 
comfortable position. 

Hull turned down two 
chances to kick at goal from 
dose range in the dying 
minutes as they attempted to 
claim the victory rather than 
settle for a draw. Then they 
ran the ball on the last tackle 
and Hitro Okesene. Alan 
Hunte and Graeme Halias — 
who bad kicked bis side into 
the lead with a first-half 
penalty — combined to set up 
Johnson. 

The South African wing 
dived over in the corner and. 
despite H alias missing his 
attempt at adding the two 
extra points, the Sharks had 
sealed a famous victory. 

Hull sit proudly alongside 
Wigan at the top, but Peter 
Walsh, the coach, and Hunte, 
the captain, both admitted 
that they must improve quick¬ 
ly if they want their splendid 
start to continue. 

Walsh said: "We were 
devoid of ideas and London 
were stiff opposition. They 
punished us for our mistakes 
and we were lucky to come 
away with a win. If we keep 
winning the dose ones, well 
have a half-decent season." 

Hunte. whose depsi&nit 
was to run two penalties dose 
to die Londoh line in the 



Smith, the Wigan half back, eludes two would-be St Helens ladders to set up a break in his side’s victory at Knowsley Road yesterday 


build-jup. to.-‘'Johnson’s try. 
added- “We had a touch of die 
collywobbles for the first 78 
minutes. We tried to push it 
too much and if we keep 
going like that, we’ll get 
caught out" 

Tony Rea. the London chief 
executive, praised his team's 
defensive work. “We conced¬ 
ed 70 points in our previous 
two games, so that was a real 
big positive—we played with 
a lot of character," he said. 

“But we also played some 
dumb stuff. We would exert 
pressure and make a half¬ 
break. but then force a pass 
when we should have just 
played the next tackle. A win 
would fix everything-” 


St Helens.18 

Wigan Warriors.38 

By Christopher Irvine 

WIGAN have work to do in 
toughening up mentally and 
are far from the finished 
article, according to John 
Monie, their coach. Try telling 
that, though, to Shaun 
McRae, his fellow Australian 
and opposite number at St 
Helens. 

McRae could not hide his 
admiration for the way in 
which the opposition disman¬ 
tled his ..generally woebegone 
ride-ft the JJB Super League 
at Knowsley Road yesterday. 

“We had an initial go and 
another shot at the start of the 
second half, but they were far 
too good," McRae said, 
shaking his head. They were 
considerably better, but where 
we deserve some credit was in 
scoring IS points. Their 
defence is absolutely fantastic, 
almost impregnable. There 
just isn’t a weakness." 

Monie was less lavish in his 
praise and furious over the 
apology of a tackle by O’Con¬ 
nor that enabled Newkwe to 
score a consolation third try 
before Johnson claimed a sixth 
for Wigan. "Things like that 
may cost someone a spot at 
Wembley," Monie said His 
demands on his players axe 
almost as legendary as the 
prizes to his name. 

Aside from the gaffes and 


Monie demands 
ruthless attitude 


blunders that littered St 
Helens‘s performance was the 
realisation that they do not 
possess the calibre of player to 
match Wigan in this sort of 
mood. Sullivan and Newlove, 
individuals of proven ability, 
were strangely quiet and 
though Joynt. Sculthorpe and 
Goldspink never gave up in 
the pack, solid contributions 
were no match for genuine 
inspiration. 

All of Wigan's tries were 
scored by their backs, includ¬ 
ing a couple of sublime efforts 
by Robinron on one wing and 
Gilmour, making his second 
foil appearance, on the other, 
which, in the space of three 
minutes before half-time, 
transformed a tight contest 
into a runaway affair. 

Gilmour, 20. a product of 
the Wigan academy but who, 
like Robinson, hails from 
Leeds, is one of those adapt¬ 
able players that Monie espe- 
cially likes, as happy tackling 
and taking the ball forward in 
the second row as causing 
damage out in the three- 
quarters. Long, Joynt and 
Martyr all had stabs at stop¬ 


ping the rangy youngster, but 
Gilmour finished powerfully 
and with a smile from ear to 
ear. 

It would be wrong to think 
that there is no pleasing 
Monie, because any win at St 
Helens is something to be 
savoured, but he knows that 
his side has so much more to 
offer. “I don’t think we’re 
playing well enough at the 
moment to get into a really 



Monie: hard taskmaster 


tough second-half game," he 
said. “We're going to have to 
work harder on mental tough¬ 
ness. but we're getting better." 

It has not been the best of 
weeks for St Helens, with a 
strike threat by players over 
bonus cuts and injuries that 
forced McRae into a couple of 
gambles. Martyn was hob¬ 
bling like an injured bird afto - 
20 minutes and. although he 
scored a good try after linking 
with Goulding. he never 
seemed comfortable. Opposite 
the liveware Paul, and Smith 
for Wigan at half bade, the 
pair were simply no match. 

When Haigh cut back inside 
to beat Smith after 85sec, St 
Helens were as surprised as 
anyone. “At times like that, 
you wish the foil-time hooter 
would go then,” McRae said 
It was the only attack of 
substance that the home side 
managed throughout the first 
half, in which they were 
fortunate not to suffer to a 
greater extent given the dith¬ 
ering of Atcheson at foil back. 

Radlinski, bursting into the 
line, took a wonderful pass by 
Farrell on the left to split 


Haigh and Smith for Wigan's 
first try. in the 24th minute. 
Farrell then replied to an 
earlier Goulding penally, but 
6-6 quickly became 18-6 to 
Wigan, courtesy of Gilmour 
and, beforehand. Robinson, 
who evaded two tackles In the 
middle of the pitch, drifted to 
the outside and outsprinted 
Haigh and Goulding in a 60- 
metre dash. 

Martynls try early in the 
second half from Gouidirtg's 
grubber-kick was a carbon 
copy of the one that helped St 
Helens to beat Bradford Bulls 
in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
final last year, now a distant 
memory. As their handling 
errors mounted and discipline 
worsened, Connolly, Smith 
and Johnson scored further 
tries and Farrell added two 
more penalties to add to his 
four conversions. 

After two defeats already by 
Wigan this season. St Helens* 
wily solace is that they do not 
face them again until July. By 
then, though, Monie might 
have Wigan up to scratch. 

SCORERS: St Hotels: Trite: HaWh. 
Martyn. Newkxra. Gnls GoukSnq (3). 
Wigan M te rta a: Trios; RacfcaJd. RaMt- 
son, GAncw, Cam>iy. Smith, Afrocn 
Goals: Farrell (7)- 

ST HELENS: P Atehoson; C Smih, A 
Hs0l P NmtMS, A SUftm T Mariya R 
GoLAteg; B Gofctej**. J HamOon. J 
07** C Joyrt, P ScuRhqrpe, K Ham¬ 
mond SubeUtutoo: S Long, 1 Pickawance, D 
SmWi, P Anderson. 

WIGAN WARWORS: K RatShaht L 
Gilmour. G Comoty D Moore, J Robinson; 
H Paut, A Smith. A Mestrov.R McCormack, 
T O’Connor. D Setts. M Cassroy, A Fanefc 
Substitutes: N Como, J Cfcufca. S Holgate. 
PJohnson 

RatareeR Smith (CasUetand). 
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Prospects bleak for Warrington 


Warrington Wolves .4 

Salford Reds.37 

By a Correspondent 

WARRINGTON Wolves re¬ 
leased 22 players during the 
off-season, enabling their 
wage bill to be cut by £400,000 
and Darryl van de Velde, their 
coach, to recruit ten new 
players to help redress the 
balance. It is still early days 
this season, but. judging From 
this inept performance, there 
are few signs that the heavy 
turnover will coincide with a 
significant improvement in 
their fortunes. 

After narrowly avoiding rel¬ 
egation last year, they have 
failed dearly to eradicate last 


season’s problems and may 
well turn out to be grateful 
that there will be no relegation 
from the Super League at the 
end of this campaign. 

Salford’s ageing set of for¬ 
wards has been considered a 
possible Achilles' heel as the 
Reds try to improve on their 
sixth place of last season, but 
with David Hulme providing 
an inspirational lead in his 
first match as captain, in the 
absence of Andy Plan. Salford 
dominated the forward contest 
and their backs capitalised on 
that supremacy. 

Ironically, it was Martin 
Crompton, a former Warring¬ 
ton player, who was the chief 
instigator of their demise. He 
set up three of Salford's open¬ 
ing four tries, kicked four 


conversions and added a 
dropped goal, but took no 
delight in saying afterwards: 
“I spent seven seasons at 
Warrington, but never in a 
side as poor as this one. It is 
sad the way their form has 
dipped." 

Warrington contributed to 
their own downfall, with er¬ 
rors From Jason Roach and 
Toa Kohe-Love gifting Darren 
Rogers two early tries. 

Salford led 22-4 at the 
interval, with Crompton's 
passes enabling Paul Forber 
and Scon Naylor to use their 
strength to power over. War¬ 
rington's token reply was a try 
for Kohe-Love from a kick by 
Lee Briers. 

Salford were always in con¬ 
trol and added further tries in 


the second half from David 
Bradbury. Gary Broadbent 
and Hulme. who caught the 
Warrington defence unawares 
as he chased Crompton's deli¬ 
cate kick. 

To add to Warrington’s 
problems, Adam Fogerrty was 
pfoced on report for an inci¬ 
dent involving Hulme. 

SCORERS: WanteSon Woh«r Try: 
Kohe-Love Salted Rods: Trias: Roqera 
C2). Forber. riaytar, Brav*>xv. HuSm. 
Braadtwrt. Goals: Crompton (4j Dropped 
goal; Crompton 

WAWNGTON WOLVES: L Foray. J 
Rrach. T Kohe-Low, V Fawcett, M Forster. 
A Doyle. A Briere. A Fogwty. D Farrar. 0 
NuOcy. S McCurrtcr. B Touts. M Wjn-iwrtgfit 
Substtules: G Chambers. C Cautey. C 
Rudd. I Knofl 

SALFORD REDS: G Broadbent. P Hassan. 
S May**. N McAwoy. Q Rogers. J Wrte. M 
Crompton. L Samfco. P Edwards. E 
Famedo. D Bradbury. J Fattreta, D hMrre 
Substitutes: P Forba. S Martin, M Lea. P 
Southern 

Raferaa- R Comofy (Wigan) 



Sri Lanka crumble for 
third one-day defeat 

■ cricket: Pakistan scored an easy 110-run victory over 

Sri Lanka in a one-day match in Paarl to move closer to a nia*. 
in the final of the triangular tournament, against South 
Africa, the host nation. Sri Lanka, the World Cup-holders, were 
dismissed for only 139 from 342 overs for their third 
successive defeat in the competition. They roust now win their 
three remaining matches to have any chance of reaching the 
final. Pakistan and South Africa each have two wins. 

Wasira Akram and Waqar Younis set Pakistan on course 
for victory, reducing Sri Lanka to 54 for four by the twelfth 
over. Aravinda de Silva top-scored with 31, but was bowled 
by Abdul Razzaq. 

Earlier, Pakistan had made 250, blazing their way to 92 in 
their first 15 overs. Muttiah Muralftharan, the off spinner, was 
largely responsible for a mid-innings collapse in which four 
wickets fell in seven overs, but Ijaz Ahmed, playing in his 200th 
one-day international, scored a stylish 65 and received 
substantial support from the lower-order batsmen. Rashid Latif 
made 36, Wasim Akram 22 and Razzaq 22. 

Raymond stages revival 

■ TENNIS: Usa Raymond battled back from 54) deficit in 

tiie first set to defeat Monica Seles, the No 3 seed, 7-6,64 in the 
third round of the Bauscfa and Lomb championships at 
Amelia Island. Florida. Raymond, who won NCAA 
championships in 1992 and 1993 for the nearby University of 
Florida, felt that die benefited from the crowd's support. “Tbc 
crowd really helped, they were awesome, especially when f 
was down 5-0 in the first set." she said. 

Sries was the first player among the top eight seeds to be 
eliminated. Amanda Coetecr of South Africa, the No 2 seed, 
beatMagui Serna, of Spain. 6-3,6-3 and Iva MajolLof 
Croatia, the No 5 seed, had an easy 64,6-1 victory over Jennifer 
Capriati 

Tate dies in road crash 

■ BOXING: John Tate, 
pictured right, the former 
World Boxing Association 
heavyweight champion, was 
killed instantly when his 
pickup truck crashed into a 
pole in Knoxville, 

Tennessee. He was 43. The 
accident occurred less than 
a mile from the old Ivy Glenn 
training camp that Tale 
used after he won the tide 
with a points derision over 
Gertie Coetzee, of South 
Africa, in Pretoria on 
October 20.1979. 

No fun for Fogarty 

■ MOTORCYCLING: Cari Fogarty, of Great Britain, the 
joint leader in the world superbtke championship, competes 
in the third round at Donington Park this weekend. He 
daimed yesterday that raring in England should not be bdd 
so early in the year because of the dimate. "The weather 
forecast does not sound too good — it would have been far 
better to have had die races in the summer Fogarty, a 
former world champion, who rides a Ducati. said. 
Qualifying takes place today and tomorrow, with the race 
on Monday. 

Coin curls Scotland’s way 

■ CMtUNfi; The toss of a coin took David Smith's Scotland 
side to tiie semi-finals of the world championships in 
Kamloops, Canada, yesterday. Scotland beat Sweden, the 
holders, 4-1, and lost to Canada 5-6 on the final day of the 
round-robin stage of the tournament to finish in a tie for 
third place with Finland and Norway. Scotland will meet 
Sweden in the first semi-final, while Finland face Norway in 
a tie-break for the right to take on Canada. Scotland's success 
against Sweden hinged on the second end, when Warwick 
Smith set up a two-shot take. 

Tomba ponders future 

■ SKIING: Alberto 
Tomba said in Tokyo 
yesterday that he would 
take a few weeks before 
deriding whether or not 
to retire. Tomba. 31, won the 
last slalom race of the 
season in Crans Montana. 

Switzerland—his fiftieth 
World Cup victory. “If I had 
lost in the race, it would 
be easy for me to decide on 
retiring," he said, "but 
because I won, I am not yet 
able to reach a 
conclusion." 

Black breezes through 

■ TENNIS: Byron Black, of Zimbabwe, knocked out 
Gianluca Fozzi. the No 7 seed from Italy, 6-4,6-0 to advance to 
the semi-finals of the Salem Open in Hong Kong. Black- 
ranked No 81 in the world, was in devastating form against the 
Ftazzi, ranked No 70. Thomas Johansson, the No 3 seed 

from Sweden, joined him in the last four after struggling to a 
7-6,7-5 victory over Sandon Stolle, of Australia. Kenneth 
Carlsen, the No 8 seed from Denmark, had an easier time in his 
quarter-final, beating Neville Godwin, a qualifier from 
South Africa. 7-5.6-1. 




Wenger catching up 
on the language fast 


Continued from page 31 

Someone anonymously 
sent him a video of the old 
movie Catch Us if You Can: 
he threw it in the but. “It’s not 
my fault, none of this is my 
fault." Meanwhile, to his dis¬ 
may. he kept finding four foil 
glasses of wine waiting for 
him at the bar in the evening. 
“We’ve had ours." his friends 
would say. cheerfully, as they 
put on their coats. “Hope you 
enjoy yours as much as we 
did!" 

And now it was Easter. Just 
eight matches left (eight 
threes are 24). “Everything to 
play for," he practised saying 
in front of the mirror. “The 
psychological advantage is 
Ours. 

“Softly, softly, caichee mon¬ 
key. A stern chase is a long 
chase. It is idle to swallow the 
cow and choke on the tail." 
Clearly, he'd been consulting 
his Eric Cantona Bumper 
Book of Obscure Proverbs for 



Foreign Sportsmen again. 
But It gave him no comfort to 
sound wise and patient at this 
time. Six threes were 18; nine 
threes were 27; 38 threes were 
114. 

And meanwhile he couldn't 
even achieve parity of break¬ 
fast and was obliged to eat 
OUL 

“Ketchup with tliat?" 

"1 beg your pardon?" 

Wenger brake from his 
reverie and looked up at the 
waiter, who was standing 
beside him. 

"Er. ketchup?" 

It was the wrong thing to 
say. 

"1 am catching up as fast as 
I can." Wenger said quietly, 
and left 

“Oh. welL" the waiter said 
collecting the plate and ad¬ 
dressing the remaining cus¬ 
tomers. "Well keep it warm 
for him. I'm sure he wont 
mind too much If he has it 
another time." 

\ 


SNOOKER: WORLD CHAMPION REACHES SEMI-FINALS OF BRITISH OPEN 

Doherty runs into form at right time 


KEN DOHERTY begins the 
defence of his Embassy world 
championship title in Sheffield 
next week quietly confident of 
another extended ran at the 
game’s blue riband event. 
There is some justification for 
such a mood of optimism. The 
Irishman, who has gradually 
become stronger as the cam¬ 
paign has progressed, secured 
a place in the semi-finals of the 
British Open at Plymouth 
yesterday by beating Neal 
Foulds 5-1. 

It improved his frames won- 
lost record at the even! to 20-2. 
Doherty won the low-key Mal¬ 
ta Grand Prix five months 
ago. but his best series of 
results have come since the 
turn of the year. 

He has bean runner-up in 
the Irish Masters and a semi¬ 
finalist at (he Thailand Mas¬ 
ters and Benson and Hedges 
Masters, losing on both occa¬ 
sions to Stephen Hendry after 


By Phil Yates 


a deciding-frame finish, and 
the Liverpool Victoria Charity 
Challenge. 

Doherty, who will now play 
either Hendry or John Parrott 
said: "1 played pretty solidly, 
though I know it's going to get 
harder from now on. Even 
though I haven't won a major 
title, this has probably been 
one of my most consistent 
seasons ever. I realise the 
players who will be left are 
going to be tough to beat but 
for a change, so am l.” 

A well-crafted break of 74 
got Doherty off on the right 
foot and Foulds. appearing in 
his first quarter-final since the 
International Open of Febru¬ 
ary 1994, never seriously 
threatened his dominance. 

Efficient rather than spec¬ 
tacular, Doherty retained his 
early fluency with additional 
contributions of 51,50.57 and, 

a 


to dose a one-sided encounter, 
77. 

John Higgins is also enjoy¬ 
ing a consistent season and he 
reached yet another semi-final 
by overcoming the stubborn 
challenge of Gary Pontihg, the 
world No 85. 

Although not at his best, the 
Scot recovered from a 4-3 
deficit to edge through 5-4. A 
break of 53 in the first frame 
enabled Panting, who was 
making his debut in the last 
eight of a ranking event to 
settle early nerves. When he 
cleared from the last red to 
brown to lead 3-1, an upset 
began to look to be a distinct 
possibility. 

“U was just as well I- didn’t 
bump into anyone at the 
interval," Higgins said “I was 
really fuming." Higgins, who 
lost <SM to Footing in the 
second round of the United 


Kingdom championship in 
November, added: “I couldni 
get what happened in Prestos' 
off my mind." 

Higgins, the winner of d* 
German Open and Liverpool 
Victoria Charity Challenge 
this season, is nothing if ntf 
determined and rallied to 3* 
with breaks of 40 and 48 — W 
Ponting stood firm. 

When Higgins had the mb - 
fortune to pot two reds $ 
splitting the pock off the bh£ 
Panting regained the lead at*' 
with a break of 65. Once more- 
the world No 2 was undff 
pressure. Tactically superior" 1 
the eighth frame. Hi ggp* 
farced a decider, which he vatf 
with a break of 101 that w* 
launched by a fluke. v, 

“It was a lucky break, ban 
still had to pot the rest of d* 
balls," Higgins sakL His n# 
opponent will be either Ron# 
O’Sullivan or Mark William* 1 
tiie title-holder. 
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Conditions keep field close and only ten break par after first round at Augusta 
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Faldo returns to leading bunch 


From John Hopkins, golf correspondent 
IN AUGUSTA ‘ 


AFrER ihe tumultuous events 
of the first round of the 
Masters, when a gusting wind 
sent scores soaring and only 
ten men from a field of 88 
could break par. it was hardly 
possible that such difficulties 
could be posed once again to 
many of the world’s best 
golfers. 

Yet. on another clear but 
cold day. when a biting. 
, swirling wind was once again 
> present, the signs from the 
early starters in the second 
round at Augusta National 
suggested that what had been 
so difficult on Thursday was 
not much easier on Friday. 

The wind had taken some 
distinguished hostages in the 
first round, men such as Tom 
Watson (78). Tom Lehman 
( 80 ). Severiano Ballesteros 
(78), Cosrantino Rocca (81). Ben 
Crenshaw (S3) and Ignacio 
Garrido (85). Yet it also meant 
that the field was bunched 
together. 

More than half the players 
w were within five strokes of 
Fred Couples, the leader and 
the only man to score in the 
60s. “I feel 1 should play well 
here, "Couples, the 1992 cham¬ 
pion. said after his 69. This is 
my favourite tournament on 
my favourite course and 1 
have a lot of confidence here.” 

Only Man Kuchar, the US 
Amateur champion, 19. held 
Augusta National in such 
high regard as Couples. 
Kuchar had a storybook first 
round when, playing along¬ 
side Tiger Woods, he out- 
scored the champion for 15 
holes until he hit his ball into 
the water on both the 15th and 
16th. Still, his 72, level par, 
kept him in the hunt, even if 
\ Woods did beat him by one 
stroke in the end. 

"Playing with Matt today 
reminds you of what it’s like to 
go around all day with a smile 
on your face and to have no 
pressure on you." Woods said. 
“He did great But for those 
two balls in the water, he 
could have been leading the 
tournament" 

As Lehman, die 19% Open 
champion, strove to reduce the 
H-stroke gap that existed be¬ 
tween him and Couples, he at 
least be§an to master the 
inward nine holes which had 
proved so riresome to him in 
the first round- For a moment, 
Ballesteros may have thought 
that his luck was changing, 
too. He eagled the long 2nd 
hole, at which point he was 
back to four over par. 

Ballesteros still looks very 
frail, though still prone to hit 



Els took time to recover 
after trying first round 


drives wildly off fine, and five 
more shots were dropped on 
his way to the mm. Behind 
him. Ernie Els was another to 
eagle the 2nd but, just like 
Ballesteros. Els was unable to 
build on this and he promptly 
bogeyed the 3rd, one of the 
most difficult par-fours in all 
golf, and then the equally 
difficult 4th hole as well. 

So far. this has been a trying 
week for Els. who had been 
one of the ten players nor to 
complete their first rounds on 
Thursday night and thus had 
to return yesterday morning. 
When he did so, he three- 
puned the 18th for a 75 and he 
went id a quiet place near the 
clubhouse to be by himself 
and try and gather his 
thoughts. 

Thursday had been a day of 
seesaw scores, one of the most 
unusual days at a Masters for 
many a long day. Mont¬ 
gomerie. for instance, had 
seven birdies in his 71, more 
birdies than anyone in the 
field, and came off the 18th 
feeling as if he had manufac¬ 
tured a good score against the 
odds. 

He had negotiated his way 
around one of the most diffi¬ 
cult courses in the world 
without the help of Alastair 
McLean, his caddie for nearly 
seven years, who had returned 
to Scotland earlier in the week 
to have an operation on his 
bade. In Mdean’s place. 
Montgomerie was using Joe 
Collins, a local caddie. 

On the 14th and again on 
the 16th, Montgomerie sank 
long curling putts, the second 
one in particular seeming to 
veer almost at right angles 
before it fell into the hole. 

“Who takes the credit for 
those putts on the 14 and 16th? 
You or your caddie?" Mont¬ 
gomerie was asked. “I do," 
Montgomerie replied. “I read 
the one at 14 and I have had 
that one at 16 before." 

Good putting brought Nick 
Faldo right Into contention 
after he had marked his ball 
on die 17th green on Thursday 
night and returned to com¬ 
plete his round at 7 JO yester¬ 
day morning. At the Players 
Championship two weeks ago, 
Faldo had declared his game 
was beginning to come togeth- 
er and he reiterated it during 
the early part of last week. 

When he was three over par 
after eight holes in his first 
round, there did not seem to be 
much sign of a revival in the 
fortunes of the 19% champion. 
But he sank a good putt on the 
15th and another good one on 
the 16th- 

“The last two times the pin 
has been in that position on 
the 16th, I’ve taken a four and 
a five." Faldo said. “Soyou can 
guess how pleased 1 was with 
a two." 

When Faldo faced a six-foot 
putt on the 17th in the near- 
darkness of Thursday night, 
he decided to call it a day. “It 
was cold, dark and windy,” he 
said. “I thought I’d rather 
leave it until the morning." 

One reason for doing that 
was that he could hit 50 six- 
foot putts in practice, which is 
precisely what he did. and 
then, as if to show that practice 
does pay off, he sank the six- 
footer for his third birdie in a 



Zoeller shares 
tee with Woods 
in twist of fate 

John Hopkins witnesses something of 
an unholy trinity for the second 18 holes 


Faldo studies a putt on the 18th green yesterday having resumed his opening round after an overnight break 


OF ALL the possible pairings 
for the second round, the one 
that the organisers did not 
want. Tiger Woods did not 
want and Fuzzy Zoeller did not 
want actually came to pass. 
They were paired with one 
another. Wouldn’t you know 
it? Oidn t someone named Sod 
say something abort things 
like this happening? 

Think of the pairings that 
would have been interesting 
yesterday. Ignacio Garrido 
and Tom Lehman, who faced 
each other in the singles at last 
year’s Ryder Cup. Putting 
Arnold Palmer and Jack 
Nick) a us together would have 
had every spectator over 55 
rushing to follow them around 
the course. Severiano Balles¬ 
teros and Tom Kite, last year's 
Ryder Cup captains, side by 
side on the same fairways 
once again. 

Instead. Woods, the first 
native American to win here, 
had to play with Zoeller, the 
man who made an insensitive 
racial remark after Woods’s 
victory last year. “No prob¬ 
lem," Woods said when the 
possibility of him playing with 
Zoeller was raised on Thurs¬ 
day evening. “It’s just another 
pairing." The trouble was, it 
was anything but 

It was “anything but" 
because of Zoelleris remarks 
when he first praised Woods’s 
skills and then made what 
was considered to be a racist 
comment about Woods’s selec¬ 
tion of food at the champion's 
dinner this year. He used the 
word "they" in reference to 
blacks in a way that was seen 
by Woods and many others to 
be sneering and disrespectful. 

All the television networks 
had their cameras trained on 
Zoeller as he spoke, but 
declined to use the footage 
containing his remarks on the 
grounds that he was just 
joking, just being Fuzzy, the 
good ol’ boy. it was only one 
week later, when an editor at 
CNN was spooling through 
old footage and came across 
this piece of film and decided 
to broadcast it that Zoellert 
troubles began. 

Two of Zoefler’S sponsors 
cancelled contracts, costing 
him an estimated $1 million. 
Many non-whites in the Uni¬ 


ted States (and many whites 
for that mailer) were shocked 
by ZoeUerts comment. Woods 
held his head high, as men 
tend to do when they feel they 
have been wronged. Zoeller 
apologised to a hurt Woods, 
who was slow to accept it. 
After a time, a sort of peace 
broke out 

And there it remained until 
television began its previews 
of this year's Masters and 
Zoeller’s remarks were raised 
with Woods again. To the 
written media. Woods said: 
“It’S done. It’S a dead issue. 
We’ve talked about it It’s one 
of those situations that it’s sad 
it did happen but ft’s over with 
and we’ve all moved on." 

When Jimmy Roberts, on 
ESPN, an authoritative tele¬ 
vision network, asked if time 
had healed the wounds. 
Woods replied: “Heal? ! don’t 
think that’s the word. Under¬ 
stand? Yes. Forgive? Yes. For¬ 
gotten? No." 

A further twist was given to 
the story yesterday. Anxious to 
make sure that all competitors 
finished their second round on 
time, tournament officials de¬ 
cided to send them out in 
three-balls, not the normal 
two-balJs, the first time that 
this has happened since the 
third round in 1983. So into the 
potentially explosive pairing 
of Woods and Zoeller was 
added.. .Colin Montgomerie, 
hardly the most placid cus¬ 
tomer who ever ventured out 
on to a golf course. 

This was the worst thing 
that coulji have happened to 
Montgomerie, who is under 
pressure to find his best form. 
He is notoriously fidgety and 
prone (0 the slightest distrac¬ 
tion when his game is not at its 
highest pitch. 

In the second round of last 
year’s - US Open, for example, 
Montgomerie was twice in¬ 
volved in verbal exchanges 
with spectators. Perhaps as a 
result of such exchanges, he 
had a 76, having started with a 
65. 

Fuzzy, Monty and Tiger, it 
sounds like three animals in a 
zoo. It was not only the 
officials at Augusta National 
who were hoping there would 
be no zoo-like behaviour in the 
second round. 


row. 


“The biggest challenge at 
Augusta. I’ve always said, is 
the wind." Watson pointed 
out “The wind conditions are 
the most difficult to judge of . 
any course that I play. 

“You can talk all you want 
about British Open courses. 
You know where the wind's 
coming from there. You know 
the strength. Here you don’t” 
Watson continued: “You get 
up to the practice tee and the 
wind's blowing left to right 
and irs in your face at 17. 
which is completely the opp¬ 
osite direction. How does that 
happen? 1 don’t know. You 
just have to play it by feel." 

Augusta National was 
showing some character. 


COMPLETE FIRST-ROUND SCORES FROM AUGUSTA 


United States unless stated 

69: F Couples 

70: JM Oiazdbal (Sp). S Hoch, P 
Stankowski 

71: P Azingar, F Zoeller, P Blackmar. 
T Woods, C Montgomerie (GB), 
D Duval 

72: G Brewer, J Haas, 0 Browne. J 
jen. *M Kuchar, N Faldo 
I, D Frost (SA) 

73: C Pavki, S McCanon, B Faxon. T 
Kite, L Mize, M Bradley. J 
NteWaus 

74: W Wood, R Tway. - J Kribel, R 
Fkwd. S Cink, A Magee, A Lyle 
(GB), P-U Johansson (Owe), M 
O'Meara. R Goosen (SA), M 
Calcavecchia. L Westwood (GB1. 
D Love, I Woosnam, J Leonard, P 
Mfcfceteon, S Maruyama (Japan) 



75: D Toms, T Tones, W Andrade, B 


Els (SA), S Jones, J Cook 

76: WR Brown, W Mayfair, D Clarke 
(GB), J Furyk, T Herron. L 


Janzen, G Norman (Aus), V Singh 

(Fiji) 

77: D Ogrin, G Player (SA), j Huston. 
S Appleby (Aus), J Daly. F Nobito 


7R T Watson, S Ballesteros (Sp). J 
Sluman 

7ft C Coody, F Funk. A Palmer. G 
Hiertsledt (Swe). * C Walson 
(GB). C Stabler. S Simpson 
80: * T Clark (SA), T Lehman 
81: W Casper. T Aaron. C Rocca (H) 
82: ’ K Bakst. W Gbsson. M Brooks 
83: B Crenshaw 
85:1 Garrido (Sp) 

86: D Ford 

" denotes amateur 

TELEVISION: Today: Live coverage 
on BBC2 from 8 . 10 pm. Tomorrow: 
Live coverage on BBC2 from 8.30pm 



Montgomerie, left and Zoeller went out with 
Woods, the champion, in the second round 


Young hopefuls being starved of cash and encouragement 


T he name of Leslie Cox 
will not strike many 
chords, but he was a 
big cheese in junior golf in 
Gloucestershire nearly 40 
years ago. Indeed, without 
him, there might not have 
been a county junior side and 
John Bloxham might not 
have gone on to represent 
England nor Keith Irwin to 
get a Blue, nor Philip Maw- 
son to become the profession¬ 
al at Bristol and Clifton, 
where he remains to this day. 

I grew up at Stinchcombe 
Hill, where the wind comes 
whistling over the last escarp¬ 
ment before the Cotswolds 
tumble down to the Severn 
plain. The dub’s junior sec¬ 
tion was run by Boh Grif- 


. -'S'-u:rc-:: Dzrrei: Survey 


fiths. a local teacher. There 
were about a dozen of us. at 
most, and. when the annual 
championship came round, 
he insisted on single sex 
pairings, fearing hanky 
panky in the grass bunkers 
on the 9th. 

Despite such deprivations, 
two recent events have made 
me realise that to be a junior 
golfer in the early Sixties was 
more fulfilling than it is in the 
Nineties. The sort of care and 
attention 1 and my young 
friends received from Cox is 
not now available at hun¬ 
dreds of dubs throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland. 
Progress, what progress? 

A recent issue of Golf 
World contains the results of 


a survey that inducted some 
questions about junior golf. 
“Is enough being done to 
recruit youngsters to the 
sport?” was one question. 
“Does your dub do a good 
job in encouraging young¬ 
sters?" was another. More 
than SO per cent of those who 
responded said “no” to each 
one. 

Many dubs have little or 
no regard for juniors. No 
wonder the average age of the 
British golfer has risen from 
41 to 45 since 1990. In the 
same time, the percentage of 
golfers over 55 has risen by 
nearly half and the number 
of those under 25 has 
dropped 30 per cent 

The honourable exceptions 


GOLF COMMENTARY 


to the general rule indude 
The Daihatsu Junior Golf 
Tour, in association with The 
Times Nick Faldo recently 
launched a junior series to 
nurture young champions of 
the 21st century. Perhaps the 
most successful and. in some 
ways, least heralded, is the 
Golf Foundation, the nat¬ 
ional bodty for the develop¬ 
ment of junior golf in Great 
Britain and Ireland. Since it 
was founded in 1952, players 
such as Brian Barnes. Peter 
Oosterhuis, Mickey Walker, 
Bernard Gallacher. now die 
president Darren Clarke and 
Lee Westwood have either 


had lessons under its auspi¬ 
ces or competed in its compe¬ 
titions. The Foundation's 
latest attempt to reach more 
juniors is a £13 million drive 
to set up starter centres where 
they can be coached by PGA 
members 

Is this enough? It is a start, 
but that is all and. if you do 
not agree with me. then 
perhaps you will believe the 
respondents to the Golf 
World survey. “Would you 
be prepared to pay a yearly 
levy of say £5 towards sup¬ 
porting junior golf?" was 
another question the maga¬ 
zine’s readers were asked. 


Nearly 80 per cent of those 
polled responded in the 
affirmative. 

The Foundation has sup¬ 
ported junior golf for more 
than 40 years and each year 
awards a prize to the dub that 
donates die largest sum of 
money to its appeal. You 
would think that all the 2329 
golf facilities in the United 
Kingdom would support 
such a worthy cause. In fact 
fewer than 1,000 contributed 
last year. Royal Birkdale. 
which will host this year's 
Open, gave £12& Royal 
Troon, where the Open was 
held last year, £100; Royal 
Lytham and St Annes gave 
£330. Sunningdale, where the 
side bets in any four-ball are 


likely to exceed the average 
monthly wage, did not do¬ 
nate a penny. Nor did 
Carnoustie, where the Open 
is going in 1999. 

As die average age of 
golfers has risen, so their 
interest in juniors has de¬ 
clined. This is borne out by 
the way the sum donated to 
the Foundation's annual ap¬ 
peal has fallen — from 
£93.032 in 1993 to £75,789 in 
1994 and £56,165 in 1996. You 
can hear the members saying 
one to another “We’re al¬ 
right, aren't we? We can still 
have our midweek match, 
50p on (he front nine, 50p on 
the back nine and £1 on the 
match and be home in time 
for tea. Juniors? Yes. we 


applaud them. Jolly good 
idea. They’re the future of the 
duh. But they must not hold 
us up on the course, take our 
tee-times or dutter up the 
clubhouse.” 

Who win suffer as the 
members become too old to 
continue to run the affairs of 
their dubs? The dubs them¬ 
selves. When the supply of 
young blood dries up, the 
dubs that are so stinting now 
will be in a parlous stale. 
They might be able to man¬ 
age in 1998. bat they will be in 
trouble in 2008. And they will 
have no one to blame but 
themselves. Serve them right, 
1 say. 

John Hopkins 
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IT'S NOT SO MUCH WHICH BALL THE PRO'S 
PLAY AT THE MASTERS. IT'S WHICH TITLEIST. 

The Masters at Augusta National. So much coif to be played, so many questions to be answered. Will Tiger triumph again? Maybe Monty s time lias come? Hew will the in-form Westwood C/ . , Q * . - 

^-^9 H/p C q ( -i speculate all we like, but for now there's only one result that's cut and dried. Once again ntleist is the overwhelming choice of the world s top players as they strive for 

the coveted green jacket. What s more, a win for one of the many Titieist players will bring us our eighth Major win on the spin. So let battle commence. And may the best ball win, -1 h i:i ; ;n 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Kevin McCarra on a match that may decide the destiny of the Scottish ch ampionship 

Celtic learn to bear burden of expectation 


W im Jansen was 
at his most ani¬ 
mated yesterday 
when discussing 
Kaiserslautern's bizarre in¬ 
ability to polish off Borussia 
Dortmund in this week's 1-1 
draw in the Bundesliga. The 
Celtic head coach's update on 
his satellite viewing was dis¬ 
concerting. given that his 
team faces a crucial match 
with Rangers at Ibrox 
tomorrow. 

His apparent indifference 
to Old Firm rivalry might be 
attributed to a foreigners 
detachment, but he may also 
have been relishing the brac¬ 
ing effect of the past few days. 
Last Sunday. Celtic were 
knocked out of the Tennents 
Scottish Cup by Rangers, but 
that reverse was followed by a 
demonstration of robust mo¬ 
rale that would have cheered 
any manager. 

At Kilmarnock. Jansen's 
side repelled accusations of 
tiredness and frail tempera¬ 
ment by forcing themselves to 
a 2-1 victory at a venue that 
has often been the burial 
ground of their hopes. With 


that result their three-point 
lead over Rangers in the Bell’s 
Scottish League premier divi¬ 
sion was reestablished. 

Celtic have not held such an 
advantage in the approach to 
die final Old Firm fixture 
since they last won the title in 
1968. Mood, however, is never 



Smith: approaching final 
weeks in charge at Ibrox 


entirely explained by logic. 
Rangers, with just as much 
sense, can see the match 
tomorrow on their own 
ground as an inviting oppor¬ 
tunity to pull level with their 
great rivals. 

It may be that Celtic are 
encouraged because they 
proved to themselves at Rug¬ 
by Park that they are capable 
of performing wed while 
shouldering the burdens of 
expectation that come with 
leadership of the premier 
division. “The result gave the 
players a lot of confidence in 
the way we play," Jansen 
saisd. U is a style that would 
once have been thought alien 
to the club. 

Although they cannot be 
accused of outright defensive¬ 
ness. Celtic are conservative 
and Jansen much prefers 
prudence to adventure. His 
side has functioned weQ when 
acting with restraint Celtic 
have taken half of their points 
in away fixtures, perhaps 
benefiting on those occasions 
from the absence of a fevered 
crowd urging them to reck¬ 
lessness. 


Jansen should be able to 
pick his favoured defence at 
Ibrox. Minor injuries are 
expected to dear in time, 
allowing Alan Stubbs and 
Jackie McNamara to return 
to the squad. Tom Boyd and 
Enrico Annoni will probably 
also recover from knocks 


collected at Rugby Park. An 
extensive pool, however, will 
do nothing to reduce the 
tension. 

Heart of Midlothian, four 
points behind. Celtic, are still 
contenders for the title, but no 
supporter of the Old Firm 
dubs will be able to spare a 
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REMAINING FIXTURES 


f, Tomorrow . v Rangers (A) Tomorrow. v Celtic (H) 

L April 18-v Motherwell (H) April 19 v Aberdeen (A) 

April as v Hibernian (H) April 25 v Hearts (A) 

May3 v Dunfermline (A) May 2 v Kilmarnock (H) 

May9 v St Johnstone (H) May 9 ..vDundee(H) 


Today 
April 18 


v Hibernian (A) 
v St Johnstone (H) 


April 25....- v Rangers (H) 

May 2 v Aberdeen (A) 

May 9 v Dunfermline (H) 


thought for the Edinburgh 
side’s derby match with 
Hibernian at Easter Road this 
afternoon. On a professional 
basis, several figures at Ibrox 
will be emotionally entangled 
with the match against Celtic 
for the last time. 

Walter Smith stands down 
as manager at the end of the 
season and veteran players 
such as Aliy McCoist and 
Andy Goram are not expected 
to be part of the new regime 
that will be instituted when 
Dick Advocaat takes over in 
the summer. In recent weeks, 
the old guard at Ibrox have 
seemed determined that the 
poignancy of the dosing 
weeks of their time at Ibrox 
should not be allowed to 
deteriorate into sadness. 

The season has been a 
ramshackle affair for Rang¬ 
ers, with injuries, loss of form, 
the speculation over Brian 
Laudrup’S departure and the 
sale of Paul Gascoigne creat¬ 
ing an air of chaos. In recent 
weeks, though, order has 
been restored. The 3-0 victory 
over Hibernian ten days ago 
saw the club win a third 


successive league match for 
the first time this season. 

“We knew that we had to go 
out and win the games that 
were left" Smith said, "and 
there has been a good re¬ 
sponse from the players. Now 
■we need a performance like 
the one we produced at Celtic 



Jansen; putting prudence 
before sense of adventure 


Park in the second half last 
week, although ir would be 
better if it lasted a bit longer 
than that" The cup-tie com¬ 
forted Rangers by demon¬ 
strating that their old 
authority remains. 

Goram and McCoist 
slipped into familiar roles, the 
goalkeeper infuriating Celtic 
with an adamantine perfor¬ 
mance and the forward giving 
his team the lead. Lorenzo 
Amoroso made his first ap¬ 
pearance for Rangers, as a 
substitute, and should start 
the game tomorrow. Sergio 
POrrini is ruled out by injury. 

After the Old Firm match. 
Celtic have three of their last 
four fixtures at home while 
Rangers face a gruelling pro¬ 
gramme. Defeat at Ibrox 
would nor be disastrous for 
Jansen's team, but the players 
know that they have the 
opportunity to land a decisive 
blow in the championship. To 
do so, Celtic will have to prove 
that they now possess the 
knack of winning the key 
contest It is a forte that has 
ban the exclusive property of 
Rangers since 1988. 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE: TOP-TWO PLACE COMES INTO FOCUS FOR CURBISHLEY WHILE BURNS RUES READING’S LENGTHENING INJURY LIST 


Charlton 

maintain 

automatic 

pressure 


MKEHEWrny 


Chariton Athletic.3 

Reading.0 

By Russell Kempson 

GOOD Friday for Charlton 
Athletic black Friday for 
Reading. As Charlton as good 
as qualified for the Nation¬ 
wide League first division 
play-offs and simultaneously 
edged towards an automatic 
promotion place Reading fur¬ 
ther contemplated the proba¬ 
bility of life in the second 
division next season. 

Few games in April are 
without such mixed emotions, 
when the high and mighty 
make a fast push for honours 
and tiie low and slow scram¬ 
ble desperately to retain their 
status. It often makes for poor 
viewing, a sorry spectacle 
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produced by players scared of 
their own shadows, and rarely 
gives a true indication of the 
sides' respective merits. 

Yesterday, on a pudding of a 
pitch. Chariton did nor appear 
to be live contenders for a 
place in the FA Carlmg Pre¬ 
miership. Bifteck. the band, 
and Bjorn Arvidsson. the ten¬ 
or. provided tuneful, if con¬ 
trasting. pre-match entertain¬ 
ment. but the rest of the home 
performers were distinctly sec¬ 
ond-rate. 

Neither did Reading appear 
to be ready for the drop, 
despite lacking six central 
defenders because of injury. 
They worked hard for Tommy 
Burns, their new manager, 
and constructed intricate 
moves not usually associated 
with sides about to fall to their 
ninth successive away defeaL 

As frequently happens, 
though, fortune seems to fa¬ 
vour those who do not need it 
Reading gave away a'sloppy 
early goal. lost two more 
players because of injury in 
the first half and then slipped 
further behind when Mick 
Pierce, the referee, awarded 
the most contentious of free 
kicks against them. 

Alan Curbishley. the Charl¬ 
ton manager, is one of the less 


blinkered members of his 
profession and so fold it as it 
was: “When you're near the 
bottom of the league, those 
sort of things tend to happen. 
When you're at the top, most 
things seem to go your way. 

“Nobody's been talking 
about the play-offs here or 
automatic promotion, but 1 
suppose, if we win ail our 
remaining games, then we 
might have a shout of going 
straight up. We're on a bit of a 
roll." 

Charlton, with four 
successive wins behind them, 
went ahead in the sixth minute 
from a huge clearance by Hie, 
their goalkeeper. Reading's 
makeshift defence of Bernal, 
Parkinson and Gray — two 
midfield players and a full 
back — failed to cope with it 
and Mendonca guided in his 
22 nd goal of the season- 

Reading lost Legg, with a 
hamstring strain and could 
have equalised when Craw¬ 
ford exchanged passes with 
Fleck, only to see his shot 
blocked by flic. However, with 
McIntyre limping after sus¬ 
taining a kinee injury, their 
fortunes dipped again in the 
43rd minute. 

Mills dearly slipped in the 
mud under Caskey's chall¬ 
enge, but Pierce strangely 
ruled that Caskey had fouled 
him. Mortimer stepped up 
and curled a delightful free 
kick past Howie, further com¬ 
pounding the referee’s error. 

Reading reorganised again 
during half-time, switching to 
a more reliable 4-4-2 forma¬ 
tion from their earlier 3-6-1 
and 3-5-2 systems. It worked 
well for a time, with nic 
having to Mock efforts from 
Lambert and Crawford, but 
Charlton slowly regained con¬ 
trol in a manner more in 
keeping with their aspirations. 

Twelve minutes from the 
end, they flattered the 
scoreline with a third goal 
when Newton escaped along 
the right flank and crossed to 
the near post for Bright, a 
substitute, to nod firmly past 
Howie. Unless they Tail to pick 
up another point and 
Birmingham City win their 
remaining five matches by 
unrealistic margins, Otari ton 
are in the play-offs. 

Plans are already in hand to 
raise the roof of the West 
Stand to accommodate 4.000 
extra supporters in the 
ground. The Valley will be 
ready for the Premiership. 
Quite what fere the Reading 
fens will be watching next 
season, when the dub moves 
to its new, £37 million, 25,000- 
capacity Madejski Stadium, is 
a different maner. 

CHARLTON ATHLETIC [*-4.31- S I* — D 
Mite, B Rutes, E Youds A Bamesc — S 
Newton, M Knsala (sub S Brown, BOrnM, 

K Jones, P Mortem (sub: N Heaney. 741 - 
sjonrela* MBngl* 74).CMendonca 
REAOWG (3-6-1V 5 Howto - A Bernal. P 
AriHson. S Gay - R Hat* (sub. T 
Moricy. 751. J CrgMArt. D Csskev. M 
O’ No«. J Larrtoat A \jjqnpft M Msaksr, 
13) - J Mcwvre (Sub- P&ayson, 451. 
Referee: M fierce. 



Too little 
too late 
for tired 
Grimsby 


Play-off 
place in 
reach of 
Rovers 


Wycombe Wanderers ... 1 Bristol Rovers.5 

Grimsby Town.1 Wigan Athletic.0 


By Pat Gibson 


Mendonca, No 10, celebrates scoring the opening goal with a Charlton team-mate at The Valley yesterday 

Ward puts the champagne on ice 


BRISTOL CITY will delay 
celebrating promotion from 
the Nationwide League second 
division until the end of the 
Bank Holiday. By then, they 
may have secured the title too. 
Grimsby Town* failure to 
beat Wycombe Wanderers 
yesterday guaranteed City a 
top two finish little more than 
a year since John Ward took 
over as manager. 

City were preparing for 
today’s game at Burnley when 
the 1-1 result came through 
from Adams Park. If Watford 
lose to Wrexham this after¬ 
noon. then City will seal the 
championship with victories 
against Burnley and then 
Watford, therr closest rivals, 
cm Easter Monday. Alterna¬ 
tively. Watford will move to 
within a point of promotion if 
they beat Wrexham, 

City directors have budget¬ 
ed for a turnover of £5 million 
next season. However, it is 
unlikely that any of that 


By Richard Hobson 


money will be spent on buying 
Jason Roberts, a striker on 
loan from Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. Roberts left for an 
international tournament for 
Grenada without permission 
yesterday. 

Regardless of what happens 
over the next three days, 
Watford seem certain to join 
City in the first division next 
season. They have a nine- 
point lead over third-placed 
Grimsby with a game in hand. 

Paul Gascoigne could make 
his return for Middlesbrough 
in the first division fixture 
away to Reading on Monday 
with Viv Anderson, the assis¬ 
tant manager, dismissing sug¬ 
gestions that the England 
midfield player's lack of fit¬ 
ness will force him to miss the 
World Cup. “He could have 
done without the week off, but 
France will not be a problem," 
Anderson said. 


Gascoigne has been ruled 
out of the game against Bury 
at the Riverside Stadium this 
afternoon because of a bruised 
fooL Should Middlesbrough 
succeed, then Bryan Robson 
may decide to hold back 
Gascoigne, particularly as he 
is yet to successfully assimilate 
Hamilton Ricard. the Colom¬ 
bia striker, into the team at a 
time when familiarity counts 
for so much. 

Like Gascoigne, Alan Dur¬ 
ban has little time to adjust to 
a new role. Appointed caretak¬ 
er-manager of Stoke City on 
Wednesday, he has five games 
to lever the dub out of the 
bottom three. Stoke entertain 
Portsmouth, just two places 
above them, this afternoon. 

“We have to repeat our form 
of earlier in the season, which 
means removing the fear fac¬ 
tor and playing with confi¬ 
dence." Durban said. “I put 


out a strong reserve side 
against Aston Villa this week 
to try a few things out and 
while it was a bit risky, 
because we could have picked 
up injuries, it turned out to be 
a very useful exercise." 

Swindon Town, who led the 
table in November, will hon¬ 
our a pledge to refund season 
ticket-holders after failing to 
secure a place in the play-offs. 
Those who renewed tickets 
before the start of the season 
will receive £20 each, costing 
the club £50,000. It remains to 
be seen whether Swindon are 
confident enough to repeat the 
offer. 

Doncaster Rovers will lose 
their league status this after¬ 
noon if they lose at Chester 
City while Hull City take a 
point Tram their home game 
against Hartlepool. Even a 
draw will be insufficient 
should Hull win and Brighton 
beat Notts COunty. the cham¬ 
pions. 


£30m deal to keep young United trio 


MANCHESTER UNITED are dose to 
securing the long-term futures of three of 
their brightest young players. Contract 
negotiations with David Beckham. Paul 
Scholcs and Nicky Bun are said to be at 
“an advanced stage" by a senior official at 
Old Trafford. 

The combined six-year deals would cost 
Manchester United in the region of £30 
million. “We are at an advanced stage and 
it looks like all of than will agree," a 
senior United source said. If they sign the 
contracts. Scholcs, Butt and Beckham will 
earn in excess of £ 20.000 per week 

Savo Milosevic will end his turbulent 
three-year assodation with Aston Villa at 
the end of the season. Milosevic has been 
the subject of transfer speculation for 
most of his time at Villa Park and has 
often expressed his desire to leave. 

Now, after holding more talks about his 
future with John Gregory, it appears that 


By David Mad dock 
and Richard Hobson 

the Villa manager would not be sorry to 
see him go. “He said he did not want to 
slay and that was it for me." Gregory 
said. “As soon as we can arrange a 
satisfactory deal for the dub. he will be on 
his bike." 

Villa will ask for around E4.2 million 
for the Yugoslavia striker, a profit of 
£700,000 on his acquistion from Partizan 
Belgrade. Udinese. the Italian club, is 
believed to have made a preliminary 
inquiry, Milosevic has previously rejected 
moves to Perugia and Napoli, while Villa 
turned down an offer of £3 million from 
Benfica last December. 

Meanwhile, Steve Staunton wj]J wait 
until th?end of the season before deciding 
whether to stay with the dub. The Ireland 
defender will become the best-paid player 


at Villa Park if he accepts a new deal, but 
is available on a free transfer under the 
Bosnian ruling. 

Arsenal, who have their sights set on 
winning the FA Carling Premiership and 
the FA Cup this season, have secured a 
notable double already with Arsene 
Wenger named as the Carling Manager 
of the Month and Alex Manninccr. their 
young Austrian goalkeeper, taking the 
player award for March. 

Kasey Keller, the Uniled Slates goal¬ 
keeper. will be offered improved terms by 
Leicester city. He has a year remaining 
on his contract but will dday negotia¬ 
tions for an extension until after the 
World Cup in France this summer. 

Lee Sharpe is hoping to make his 
oomeback for Leeds United in a reserve 
game later this month. Sharpe has missed 
the entire season so far after undergoing 
an operation on crudate ligaments. 


A LAST-MINUTE equaliser 
by Jack Lester gave Grimsby 
Town the point that they 
deserved to keep them on 
course for die play-offs, but it 
was Bristol City who were 
celebrating last night because 
this result guarantees them 
promotion to the Nationwide 
League first division. , 

■ Watford will be almost cer¬ 
tain to go up with them if they 
beat Wrexham at Vicarage 
Road today, leaving third- 
placed Grimsby to rue an 
untimely loss of form that has 
seen than take three points 
from their past five games. 

GrimsbyS consolation* is 
that they seem sure to be in the 
play-offs, since they are seven 
points clear of Gillingham in 
seventh place. They have nev¬ 
er been to Wembley, but they 
have a chance of getting there 
twice this season with their 
place in the Auto Windscreens 
Trophy final against Bourne¬ 
mouth already booked for a 
week on Sunday. 

They also reached the fourth 
round of both the Coca-Cola 
Cup and the FA Cup and such 
success takes its toll on a dub 
with limited resources. This 
was their sixtieth match of the 
season and it showed against 
a physical Wycombe Wander¬ 
ers side that snatched an early 
goal and then defended in 
increasing numbers. 

Grimsby, by common con¬ 
sent the best footballing side in 
the second division, made a 
bright start, but their defence 
looked lethargic when Keith 
Scott was left completely un¬ 
marked lo head in the second 
of two corners from the right 
by Dave Carroll. 

Grimsby also lacked sharp¬ 
ness in front of goal. Some of 
their passing was superb, but 
they did not create too many 
dear openings. When they 
did. Lester twice had his legs 
taken from under him. but, on 
each occasion, an inconsistent 
referee waved aside Grims¬ 
by's penalty claims. 

It looked as though Grims¬ 
by were running out of steam 
when first StaJIard and then 
Scott had shots saved by 
Davison in Wycombe break¬ 
aways. Then, with just a 
minute remaining, Grimsby 
drew level. 

Lever played a long ball out 
of defence to set Donovan free 
on the right and his cross 
bounced perfectly for Lester to 
yofiey past Taylor and high 
into the net 

“ft would have been a 
travesty if we had lost." Alan 
Buckley, the Grimsby manag¬ 
er. said. “We dominated 75 per 
«rit of the game, our passing 
and movement were realty 
good and f thought we played 
realty well against the 14 men 
of Wycombe:" It was an obvi¬ 
ous reference to the referee 
and his linesmen. 
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By Nick Szczepanik 

“THEY'VE got to win." a 
charity collector outside the 
Memorial Ground said be¬ 
fore the kick-off. With five 
games to go and Bristol 
Rovers the same number of 
points behind the Nationwide 
League second-division play¬ 
off places, that hardly nekled 
saying, but a determined dis¬ 
play in the opening 45 min¬ 
utes laid the foundations for 
the first of the five victories 
that many feel are necessary 
for Rovers to extend their 
season. 

Wigan Athletic, who have 
pulled themselves together of 
late after looking likely to 
return to the third division, of 
which they were champions 
last season, could have been 
tricky opponents, especially in 
view of the match between 
these teams in December, 
when Rovers finished with 
seven men after a flurry of red 
cards. 

However, with Ian Hollo¬ 
way, the Rovers player-man¬ 
ager of Rovers, driving his 
team forward after restoring 
himself tq midfield, and Bar¬ 
ry Hayles, the (op scorer, in 
electric form, the first half was 
one-sided in the extreme. 

After a number of near- 
misses, it was no surprise 
when Holloway and Hayles 
combined to give Rovers the 
lead after 24 minutes. Hayles 
was left with the simple task 
of rolling home a loose ball 
for his twentieth goal of the 
season after CarrolL the Wig¬ 
an goalkeeper, had lost 
Holloway’s comer. 

If the fust goal was scrappy, 
the second is unlikely to be 
bettered in any division this 
weekend. Rain as uL some¬ 
thing of a specialist from long 
range, was given all the space 
ne needed to hit a superb 
angled 50-yarder that 
arrowed across Carroll into 
the far comer. 

Hayles could have added 
two more, but instead Beadle 
his striking partner, clearly 
felt it was his him to take the 
spotlight squeezing a re¬ 
bound between Carroll and 
near post in fust-half 
stoppage time. Anyone feeling 
Hovers might settle for a 
torw-goal advantage had 
their answer soon after the 
restart when Beadle added 
another, then completed his 
haMndi in the 56th minute 
after Foster had headed on 
Holloways free kick. 

Holloway had spoken pn> 
25* °. f “massive week- 
Phn h j s team - white 

wntten m the match pro- 
2?® /hat Rovers were 

of r,ve no mat¬ 

ter the opposition. 

Grimsby Town awaiting 
at Blundell Park on 

Monday.,! could happen. 
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S aviour keeps looking up 


Southampton, perennial struggler s. 

have raised their sights a long 
way in a season under Dave Jones 



D ave Jones has re¬ 
hearsed his favour¬ 
ite anecdote until 
he has got it off- 
pat. I heard him relate it a 
couple of weeks ago after his 
v Southampton side had pushed 
> Newcastle United further into 
trouble at The Dell. He told it 
again on Match of the Day 
that night and once more, for 
good measure, a few days later 
as he sat in the low-slung 
pavilion at the club's pictur¬ 
esque training ground on the 
outskirts of the city. 

It is a salutary story, a 
warning against pessimism 
and the vulnerability of the 
meek. Uke the man himself, it 
does not stray into bitterness 
or excessive self-regard, but h 
is tinged with just enough 
resentment and scorn to re- 
v mind you of the qualities Jones 
- needed to 
drag South¬ 
ampton out 
of their pe¬ 
rennially 
grim battle 
against rele¬ 
gation. 

It tells you, 
too. that for 
all the inspi¬ 
ration pro¬ 
vided by 
Matt Le 
Tissier over 
the years, all 
the seasons 
of papering 
over the 
cracks on the 
\ South Coast 
there is a new 
saviour in 
town. This 
time, the goal 
goes far be¬ 
yond just staying up. This 
time, it is all about moving up 
and then further up. 

“When I came here.” Jones 
says, going into his routine. “1 
honestly thought that the dub 
wasm called Southampton. I 
thought it was called Strug¬ 
gling Southampton because 
that was all that was ever said 
about them. And i wanted to 
change that." 

Change it, he has. If Jones 
and his players beat Wimble¬ 
don at The Dell today and 
Bolton Wanderers and Barns¬ 
ley both lose, Southampton 
will have guaranteed them¬ 
selves another year of FA 
Carling Premiership football 
four weeks before the end of 
the season. 

It will seem strange not 
including them in all the 
], various relegation permuta- 
1 lions, the calculations of how 
many points they need and die 
dire warnings that if Le Tissier 
does not perform they are 
doomed. This year, for once, 
iheir supporters will be able to 
sit back like passengers in a 
lifeboat as the big ships fight 
io stay afloat 

And if at first there were 
many among the critics who 
mocked the appointment of 
Jones before die start of the 
season and asked where the 
bia name was to effect 
Southampton’s salvation, they 
C\ ill be busy eating their words 
this weekend. Indeed, if there 
is any justice, the people who 
divide the manager of the year 
award should be arguing now 
about the respective merits of 
Jones and Gordon Strachan, 

* ihe Coventry City manager. 

The success that Jones. 42, a 
former Everton player and 
social worker, has enjoyed has 


a significance that goes be¬ 
yond Southampton. His 
achievements there should 
have proved to chairmen that 
they need not look for big- 
name foreign coaches to guide 
them, that there are more 
where he came from in the 
Nationwide League, that men 
like Stan Tement. of Bury. and 
Alan CurbishJey, of Charlton 
Athletic, deserve a shot at the 
big time. 

Jones, like Strachan. has 
done more than just drag an 
under-achieving dub to safety. 
He has not just patched things 
up. In less than nine months, 
the man who took Stockport 
County from relative obscurity 
to ihe first division and the 
semi-finals of the Coca-Cola 
Cup has changed the whole 
philosophy at Southampton, 
changed the mood and the 
outlook. The 
reliance on 
Le Tissier 
has gone for 
a start and it 
seems sud¬ 
denly as if 
anything is 
possible. 

“When I 
came to the 
football 
chib.” Jones 
said. “I went 
to a lot of 
meetings of 
the support¬ 
ers and all 
they ever 
spoke about 
was survival 
Then all of a 
sudden here 1 
am saying: 
‘Why just 
think about 
survival? Why not aim for the 
top rather titan the mentality 
of finishing fourth from bot¬ 
tom because, if you foil just 
short of it, then you are out of 
the Premiership?’ ” 

“We were bottom of the 
table for one week back at the 
start of the season. 1 had never 
been bottom of the league as a 
player, manager, coach what¬ 
ever. Even when I played in 
the Sunday league, I had 
never been bottom. It was a 
feeling 1 didn't like and 1 didn't 
want to be there much longer 
than I was. 

"Football is all about confi¬ 
dence and results. The only 
way that you seem to gain 
confidence is by winning 
games and when we got on a 
little bit of a roll, it just seemed 
to take off. There is a belief in 
the camp that they can beat 
anybody, and I mean any¬ 
body, and that is what you 
should get in any football club, 
regardless of whether you are 
Southampton or Man United 
or whoever. You have to 
believe that you can beat 
anybody, or don't go out and 

Play-V t . . . 

At the beginning, it was 
harder than he expected. 
Southampton garnered just 
four points from their first 
eight games and suddenly 
everyone was talking about 
Jones as if he was some sort of 
silly Scouser who had wan¬ 
dered down from the North 
and bitten off for more than he 
could chew. Those people did 
him a favour. They gave him 
an even greater incentive to 
succeed. 

Even in the midst of that 
crisis, Jones did not panic. He 
waited for the men he needed. 
He bought David Hirst from 


“He may talk softly in a voice loaded with gentle humour, but there is a steel in his soul." Photograph: Mare Aspland 


Sheffield Wednesday and he 
persuaded Carlton Palmer to 
move south after his purga¬ 
tory at Leeds United. Paul 
Jones, the goalkeeper he 
brought with him from Stock- 
port, found his feet about that 
time, too, and suddenly things 
began to look up. 

Jones the manager, of 
course, had never had any 
doubts. He may talk softly in a 
voice loaded with ironies and 

asides and __ 

gentle hum¬ 
our. but there 
is a steel in his 
soul that is im¬ 
possible to 
miss. There is 
an intensity " 
and a drive about him, an 
absolute commitment to suc¬ 
cess that glints at you like a 
row of silver teeth through his 
smile. 

“I got annoyed at the start of 
the season when I took over 
here that so-called experts had 
decided my future and the 
dubs future and they did not 
know me They did not know 
what 1 was about or anything. 
They just assumed that a 


manager coming, in from 
Stockport County to South¬ 
ampton was too big a gamble. 
But I knew I had had a good 
education and I was given an 
opportunity that I could not 
turndown. 

“The so-called experts, the 
muppets off the television, said 
they would rather watch paint 
dry than watch Southampton 
play and that was after about 
four or five games, l just think 


‘He has changed the philosophy, 
the mood and the outlook’ 


crazy. I g 
annoyed about that, and I 
wan tiki to prove people wrong. 
They had derided my future 
virtually before a ball had 
been kicked.. There is a bit 
more about me than that I am 
a fighter and I was always 
going to hang in there. 

"The players here had had 
five managers in five years, so 
there was never any continu¬ 
ity. The players needed to get 


to know me, I needed to get to 
know them, how I work, how 
they work, what I was think¬ 
ing. what they were thinking, 
and that just does not happen 
overnight 

“All 1 want to do is to prove 
people wrong by showing that 
I can manage in the Premier¬ 
ship and that I can hold my 
own and look after myself. We 
have the players here to suc¬ 
ceed and now we have to get 

_ continuity and 

stability. I 
want other 
dubs to think 
that The DeU is 
a hard place to 
^come to and 
not just think 
they can pick up three easy 
points along the way. I want 
Southampton to be a force. 
That is down to good players 
and hard work." 

And as Jones talks on and 
refers again and again to his 
plans for “the football club", 
he inspires a certainty that, 
with him at the helm, South¬ 
ampton can complete an un¬ 
likely return to the ranks of the 
country's leading chibs. There 


is a solidity about him, a long- 
termism that suggests things 
will get better and better. “We 
are eleventh now and I want to 
be tenth," he says. “When we 
are tenth, I will want to be 
ninth. It will go on like that" 

He is fiercely ambitious, but 
if he can hang on to players 
like Le Tissier and Kevin 
Davies, Jones. Palmer and 
EgU Ostenstad and acquire a 
few more besides, then a 
challenge for a European 
plaoe next season is not out of 
the question. 

Then, perhaps, he will have 
acquired the kind of reput¬ 
ation that others once be¬ 
moaned he lacked. "I think 
everybody assumes that when 
a Premiership job comes avail¬ 
able. it is going to go to a big 
name." Jones says. “Well. 1 
don’t know what a big name 
is. I have maintained all along 
that if you put my middle 
name in. it makes 15 letters 
and if that is not big enough 
for anybody, then I don't know 
what they want." 

For Dave Jones, the rehears¬ 
ing is now over and the stage 
beckons. 


Vialli flies in the face of continental custom 


F orGlanluca Vialli. next 

Thursday will be, if not quite 
the moment of truth, then 
one of high significance as Vicenza 
,-onie to Stamford Bridge 
holding a 1-0 lead from the first leg 
n f the European Cup Winners' 
rup semi-final. 

There is little doubt that in 
Italy. Chelsea were still feeling the 
n«rtion from the 120 minutes 
that they played the previous 
•Sunday, when they woo the 
Coca-Cola Cup final against 

m Middlesbrough, a success that 

established Vialli as a winning 
rtlaver-manager. But less than a 
tear ago. so was his predecessor, 
Ruud Gullit, when Chelsea won 
i ,he far more resplendent FA Cup, 
q ,id where is he now? 

Both, like Glenn Hoddle 
before them, have functioned m a 
double role that is unknownm 
. all ftfher leading, footballin 


1 L vialli who won his players’ 
ldm iration and respect when he 
■rood down from appearing at 
Wembley last™mh.gottiimgs 
Convincingly right wbffl Chetea 
, Lfeated Real Betis. of Spam, botf 
Lay and at home, in the Cup 
Winners’ Cup quarterfinal In 
\ jeenza, he seemed to be less 
. lire -footed. 


It was hard to understand why 
Gianfranco Zola was exiled to the 
left wing for so much of the game 
and not much easier to comprehend 
why, when Tore Andre Flo 
ultimately appeared, the 
quintessential centre forward 
was used on the right flank. 

Vialli, who nearly equalised 
with a header from a corner, 
insisted afterwards that Chelsea 
had dominated the first 20 to 25 
minutes, which hardly looked 
tiie case from the stand— but then, 
that is the deluded way of non- 
playing managers too. 

When Vialli was appointed, he 
was spitefully disparaged by Fabio 
CapeUa the coach of AC Milan’s 
present, ailing team. To Capello, 
yiaiii's appointment was absurd 
- yet not long ago was he not 
defending Vialli and attacking 
Gullit, wfth whom be Ml out in 
Milan, for leaving Vialli cm the 
bench out of supposed jealousy? 

Vialli had every right to 

answer that for all CapeUO’s past 

successes—including the Italfon 
championship with Milan and the 
Spanish tide last season with 

Real Madrid - he has lost his way 

embarrassingly this seasoaeven 
if Milan did beat Lazio 1-0 this week 
in the first leg of the Italian Cup 
final. 


BRIAN 

GLANVILLE 



■s' • 


Humiliated in recent League 
games by both LtiternarionaJe, their 
Milanese rivals, and 'Juventus, 
they had salt robbed into their 
wounds by the way that Edgar 
Davids shone against them. Only 
last December, Capello bad sold 
the young Dutchman to Juventus 
after an unhappy spell with 


Milan. By way of unconvincing 
excuse, Capello alleged that Milan's 
own physiotherapists had had to 
repair the damage done to Davids’s 
broken leg by their Dutch 
counterparts and that Louis van 
GaaL the player's former coach 
'at Ajax; bad refused at the eleventh 
hour to take him for Barcelona. 
More fool Barcelona, you may 
think. Moreover, whereas 
CapeDo’s relations with his players 
have been tense, ViailPs are 
almost ideal. 

' In JtaJy, as in Germany. 
managers and coaches must pass a 
demanding course before they 
are allowed to ran leading dubs. 
Indeed, the Germans insist on 
theirs gaining experience in the 
lower leagues. 

S erie A is full of those who 
did little as players then came 
up through the ranks as 
coaches. Thus Alberto Malesani, in 
his first impressive season at 
Horentiha after a rewarding speOm 
Serie B at modest Chievo, has 
derided to move on to Bologna. 
Arrigo Sacchi, wbo may succeed 
him. began by coaching his local 
amateur dub and went on 

through junior football ultimately 
to tun Milan and Italy. 

In England, Dave Jones is 


having a fine first season at 
Southampton, refuting those who 
doubted him when he arrived 
from Stockport County. 

Yet when the West Germany 
national team was faltering, the 
Germans ignored all their 
elaborate managerial criteria and 
appointed Franz Beckenbauer, 
their former famous captain, wbo 
had never coached at any leveL 
He responded by taking them to two 
consecutive Worid Cup finals, 
winning in 1990. 

The existence of player- 
managers in English football is 
more surprising, given that so 
much is expected of our managers 
by comparison with the contin¬ 
entals, who are confined to coaching 
and dealing with the media and 
are largely kept out of the transfer 
market 

£nlris first years at Liverpool, 
Kenny Dalglish did achieve great 
things as player-manager, 
though he had an exceptional dub 
and a solid administration 
behind him. Generalisation is 
dangerous. Managers, even 
Dalglish, not to mention Capelin, 
tend to have their ups and 
downs, whether or not they are still 
playing, but on the face of it 
there is a strong case for a division 
of labour. 
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Blowing the 
whistle on 
a lost sense 
of humour 

Mark Hodkinson on a double-act 


helping supporters to smile again 


A NEATLY- 
typed agenda 
was handed to 
everyone at¬ 
tending the 
monthly 
meeting of the 
Barnsley Sup¬ 
porters Club. 

It remained 
unread, left 
on chairs or 
tucked into 
pockets: ev¬ 
eryone knew 
the night's 
business 
anyway. 

Barnsley 
fans are still 
simmering 
about the per¬ 
formance of 
Gary Willard, the referee in 
charge of the 3-2 home 
defeat 1 against Liverpool, 
when three of their players 
were sent off. While their 
anger was once naked and 
hostile, it is now tempered 
with reason and not a little 
humour. A shopkeeper in 
the town has stuck a poster 
in his window: "Body parts 
shrunk to order. Premier 
League referees done free." 

The guest speakers on 
Thursday evening were two 
FA Carling Premiership ref¬ 
erees, Uriah Rennie and 
Steve Lodge. Since they are 
from Yorkshire — regional 
loyalty even runs to a pride 
in its own referees — and 
ineligible to referee Barns¬ 
ley's league games, their 
reception was more cordial 
than might have been ex¬ 
pected. If the agenda had 
mentioned one G. Willard 
from Worthing, however, 
the beer would have been 
served in plastic glasses. 

“He should not be allowed 
near Oakwell for a very. 

very long time _ 

— if everyone 
fan implored. 

“Paul Ince 
made more 
decisions than 
he did," 
another com¬ 
plained. “The 
guy was ap¬ 
palling and there is quite 
dear evidence that we are 
sick of it,” a voice at the back 
said. Although there is obvi¬ 
ous dismay about the 
sendings-off. the main tenet 
of supporters’ anger is a 
perceived injustice: "They 
are frightened to death of 
booking internationals and 
all these famous players, 
frightened to death." 

Barnsley on a cold night is 
some prospect, but com¬ 
pound it with a foaming 
discontent and a mistrust of 
anyone on nodding terms 
with Willard and one might 
expect a simpering tele¬ 
phone call two hours before 
the meeting: “This sniffle 
has turned into quite a bad 
cold, Mr Chairman..." 

Not so. Step forward. 
Rennie and Lodge. The 
names have the genial zing 
of a comedy double act and, 
when the nefarious world of 
big-time football has no 
more use of these men, they 
should be booked immed¬ 
iately on a theatre tour of 
Britain's seaside towns. 

They arrived resplendent 
in freshly-pressed blazers 
and fairly gambolled into 
the room. Lodge, hair 
combed forward, looked as 
if he had been dressed and 
groomed by his mother for 
his first day at school He 
has the shy, understated 
demeanour of a schoolboy. 



but also that 
withering 
stare exclu¬ 
sive to York- 
shiremen. 
Therr mouths 
stay shut, but 
the pinched, 
pained ex¬ 
pression says: 
“Tha's a 
pillock, and 
tha. probably 
knows it too." 

Rennie is all 
smiles and 
charm, the 
Eric More- 
cambe to 
Lodge’s Ernie 
Wise. He rolls 
his shoulders, 
tosses back 
his head. He praises Barns¬ 
ley for its good-looking 
women and asks for more 
ladies to supply questions. 
He jokes about his foot¬ 
balling skills: “1 was quality. 
Do you remember Socrates, 
the Brazilian midfielder? I 
modelled myself on him.'* 
Only once does the smile 
leave his face, when he is 
asked yet again about Wil¬ 
lard- "I am not the PR guy 
for our friends down South," 
he says. Subject dosed. 

A supporter had heard a 
rumour about big clubs and 
their, hmmm. special rela¬ 
tionship with referees. “I've 
heard that they meet you at 
the motorway, give you a 
chauffeur-driven ride to 
your hotel.. 

He wants to list the other 
wonderful acts of kindness, 
but is interrupted by Lodge. 
“Now you’ll be saying they 
give us a little brown enve¬ 
lope next, won't your he 
says. “A big brown envelope 
would be better." Rennie 
Is that taxable 
though?" 
Lodge 
counters. 

At this 
point, sup¬ 
porters' dub 
offirials are 
scanning the 
______ top table for 

the duo’s 
scripts. For the record. 
Rennie had to make his own 
cup of tea during a recent 
visit to Old Traffbrd, so 
much for championship 
hospitality. 

Rennie confirmed that 
managers were sometimes 
aggressive towards referees 
when out of sight of the 
pitch. “They come down the 
corridor shouting F-words 
and kicking doors. 1 tell 
them to go away and cool 
down and then come back 
later. I will not have anyone 
coming in my dressing- 
room belittling me," he said. 

Several Barnsley support¬ 
ers expressed surprise that 
Georgi Hristov. their Mac¬ 
edonia striker, had been 
sent off for swearing against 
Leeds United last Saturday. 
“I thought he couldn't speak 
English," pondered one. An 
explanation was at hand. 
"He only knows two words, 
and the second one is off." 

David Mellor, the host of 
Radio 5 Live's phone-in pro¬ 
gramme. SixO-Six, was 
also implicated in the con¬ 
spiracy theories that have 
beset Barnsley. "He only let 
a few people from Barnsley 
speak after the Liverpool 
game," one grumbled. “He's 
a prat." another added. 

There is, evidently, a 
smile back on the face of 
Barnsley, even if it is a smile 
in crisis. 

STEVE FORREST I gJZEUAN 


laughs. 


C The regional 
loyalty runs 
to pride in its 
own referees 9 



Premiership referees Rennie; centre, and Lodge, right, 
face the music at Barnsley Supporters Club 
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Making a monkey out 
of another fixture crisis 

A few years back. I was i ■ '■ activists found out about a drama Last 

offered the kind of tele- _ m'*** featuring a &>n that STV weretdso in to ™ 

vision programme that W%'gk MMljfrv • producing and threw a blanket has played the 

most presenters can only B lilNM ■- ■;* *!' “No" upon the whole circus. shorty sparc^ofhmajlrcrewa^ 


A few years bade. I was 
offered the kind of tele¬ 
vision programme that 
most presenters can only 
dream of. ft was a gameshow called 
Hoodwink and was to be made by 
Scottish Television. Though its 
regular rounds were ingenious and 
thoroughly gripping, k was the 
dimax to each show that would 
have seen the streets of Britain 
deserted every Thursday and made 
the interest in Deirdre's imprison¬ 
ment seem like a lot of fuss about 
nothing. As succinctly as I can put 
it, what would happen was this: 

You would arrive in the final 
with £5.000 in crisp fifties. Here, 
you would sit across a table from a 
chimpanzee dressed in a cravat 
smoking jacket and a matching 
tassled hat. There would be two sets 
of levers. One set of three before 
you and another identical set before 
the chimp. The host — and it still 
hurts to reflect that this would have 
been me — would then ask five 
extremely difficult questions. Your 
response would be judged by which 
of the three levers you pulled. The 
chimp would have a go. too. 

So if. when faced with the poser 
“Which Egyptian god was brother 
to Nut and worshipped as the 
personification of The Land?”, you 
had. in blind panic, pulled lever 
three (Answer Khnum) while the 
chimp had cheerfully tugged lever 
one (Answer Geb). the chimp 
would have been seen to be cleverer 
than you and the fun could start. 

For every time the ape took your 
intellectual pants down, it would be 
specially-trained to climb across to 
your half of the desk, take away 
£ 1.000 of the fifties and return to its 
seat, where it would unscrew the 
top of a sweetie jar and pop the 
swag inside. As soon as 1 read the 
programme's outline. I knew that 
here was just the sort of thing 
Logie-Baird had in mind when he 
legged it down to the patent office. 

The sets were built, contestants 
screened, budgets generously allot¬ 
ted when a spanner went into the 
works. A group of animal rights 
activists — I'm not sure which ones 
— had got a whiff of a pilot script 
and began harrassing STV HQ 
with the clear and immovable brief 
that nobody was going to make a 
monkey out of the primates. 

At first, it seemed as if they might 
be placated. They were shown 
around the purpose-built chimp 
dressing-rooms in Glasgow, where 


WSmk- :C 


three walls had been knocked 
through to create a soothing, straw- 
strewn haven complete with two 
suspended tyres. They met with the 
chimps handlers — a fiercely 
protective couple — who had come 
up with the idea of having, four 
“Professors", for that was to be the 
name of our cash-grabbing star, so 
as not to exhaust any one performer 
with something like a three-hour 
day. They even watched humans go 
through the chimp's prospective 
movements to assuage fears that 
the physical risks in {wiling levers, 
standing on tables and putting £50 
into sweetie jars were on a par with 
a Roman amphitheatre. 

For a while, it seemed as though 
Hoodwink might get green-lighted. 
Then, during a fatal delay while we 
waited for our main chimp to dear 
through quarantine (it had been in 
Africa shooting Gorillas In The 
Mist inside an actual gorilla suit 
... I am not making this up) the 


activists found out about a drama 
featuring a lion that STV were also 
producing and threw a blanket 
“No" upon the whole circus. 

Hoodwink got shelved and 1 was 
offered the safer, but less reward¬ 
ing series of Win Lose or Draw. I 
took it and helmed the vehicle for 
three years, but I never shook off 
the feeling that I had been a 
starring dog given a rubber bone. 

1 thought I was over my outrage 
and depression at the meddling 
nannying that sank Hoodwink 
umflf looked over ito fixture list for 
this Easter. Now. correct me if I'm 
wrong (you usually do), but wasn't 
it tradition up until about two 
minutes ago that, over Easter 
weekend, dubs played something 
like four times in five days? That no 
matter how much we envied their 
swanning around the rest of the 
year, at Easter they had to exert 
themselves like galley slaves? 

That was the beauty part 'No 
matter how impressive you had 
been all season, unless you could 
tough out the assault course that 
was heralded by the hot-cross bun 
you basically knew nothing. I 
remember marvelling at the part of 
the programme that revealed: 

Apr 10: Wrexham (a) 

Apr II: Wrexham fit) 

Apr 1& Reading (h) 

Apr 15 (am): Plymouth (a) 

Apr 15 (pm): Carlisle (a) 

and, blow me. I think they played 
on the seventeenth, too. You might 
start die bank holiday in a stronger 
position than Notts County, but. 
by. the time NatWest opened for 
business again, you needed 30 
points from your last six games just 
to avoid the drop. 

Today, however. I note that some 
clubs — take a wild guess — are 
playing but twice with a full couple 
of days off in between. And that’s 
the Easter pile-up is it? Out of the 
96 hours available for work they'll 
be at it for just three. Bitching all 
the way. too. you can bet your life. 


Ill name that team in... 

EVERYONE knows the shortest name in the league belongs to 
Bury. Nowa search is on for Britain's longest team name. The 
present front-runners are The Greek Cypriot Brotherhood of 
Cardiff. All other candidates gratefully accepted. 

FACT: Charlton’s Andy Grays real name is Kermit . 


Last Easter, I instigated a phone- 

in to find the person in Britain who 

has played the most football in the 
shortest space of time. There were 
at leasr 20 calls with corroborative 
stories where three matches were 
completed with just short-journey 
time breaking them up and a 
couple more boasting four matches 
spread right across the daylight 
hours. True, it might be argued 
that these events may not have 
featured the highest standards of 
soccer competition but, as anyone 
who watched Blackburn v Man 
United on Monday knows, neither 
does much of the Premiership. 

Then we come to Mick Gosbee. 
Who is Mick Gosbee? Well. Mick 
Gosbee — and I dont-even know if 
that’s how this hero spells his name 
—was the only person to respond to 
the staggering query: Has anyone 
ever played two games simulta¬ 
neously? “Yes," Gosbee said, “I 
have." 

It seems Mick was the Paul Ince 
of his Sunday side, who play in 
Berkshire. One week, both his 
outfits' A and B sides were sched- 


□ Danny Baker ts on Talk Radio 
(l053-lOS9am) every Saturday at 
UJtOam and 530pm. 


uled to play on adjoining pitches, 
with the B team able to field just 
eight players. I wont labour you 
with the delicate political discus¬ 
sions that had to be entered into, 
but suffice to say that Mick was 
allowed to be named in both 
squads and. so long as he entered 
either game during a dead-ball 
moment, was considered the legiti¬ 
mate No 8 for two of the competing 
teams. How did he apportion his 
time? 

“1 didn't" Mick told me. “I was 
constantly being called for and ran 
around like a blue-arsed fly, an 
attack here, in a wall there, clearing 
here and being booked there." Both 
teams lost and some may therefore 
consider his enterprise a failure. I 
do not. His efforts hint at what we 
might be, of speeches that begin 
“Nation Awake!" that football 
might be a pleasure and not a pain. 

Ln France, they would dedicate 
parks to this magnificent man. 
Here, he languishes in the shadows 
while professional footballers are 
fed metaphorical peeled grapes on 
silk cushions. 



Merson missed a number of scoring chances in the midweek 
.match at Bramall Lane, including one from the penalty spot 

Sound advice for refs 


■ A few weeks back. 1 wrote 
about a non-league referee 
wbo bad his red and yellow cards 
stolen and was reduced to cutting 
up Weetabix and cornflakes boxes 
to improvise. This led me to 
ponder the practicality of his com¬ 
mandeering an Edam cheese for 
matches or. if finances were tight a 
rhubarb and custard boiled sweet 
Now, of course, reality has 
bested our pixieish ruminating. 
Mark Tester is a referee and was 
recently in charge of a game in 
Wiltshire in a field that backed on 
to a pub. When he arrived, he was 
horrified to discover that be had 
left his whistle and the spare at his 
home nearly 30 miles away and. 


furthermore, had to confess to the 
already stripped teams and their 
supporters that physical whistling 
was a gilt denied him. 

No whistle of any sort could be 
rustled up and tbe only item that 
might possibly substitute was 
deemed to be a dog’s squeaky' 
rubber toy in the shape of a lamb 
chop. After several minutes of 
energetically pumping on the 
“chop" Mr Tester admitted defeat 
and. once again went into tbe pub 
to appeal for anything that might 
conceivably allow the match to be 
refereed efficiently. He emerged 
after a few minutes, a wooden 
spoon in one hand and a square tin 
tray in the other — game on! 


Merson’s 
miss gets 
stamp of 
approval 

■ Whai about Paul Merson’s 
penalty in midweek! How 
lousy was that? Only a thumped 
own goal or tripped referee cheers 
up a match like the kind of blousey, 
scatterbrained strike Merson 
launched from 12 yards at Bramall 
Lane. Talk about mis-hid When a 
penalty is that for wide, a sort of 
grandeur creeps in and usually it is & 
polite to pretend to admire what the & 
player was eying to do. The 
difference in this case is that 
nobody can actually work out what 
he was trying to do. 

The trick is. they say. to either 
place it or blast iL Merson attempt¬ 
ed both, but critically, the place he 
blasted for was his own front door 
in Middlesbrough. Still, he 
shouldn't feel bad about it Within 
actual 90-minute matches. I've 
never thought penalties should be 
taken seriously. Oh. they count and 
can be crucial, but there’s always 
something fraudulent about them. 
Even today, football results high¬ 
light them, in case readers think the £ 
match was settled fair and square: ▼ 

Bwy(0)l Chelsea (0)1 
Nixon 75 Vialli 80 (pen) 

They are pure froth, crackpot 
wildcards tagged on to the rules 
like “Get out of jail free" cards in 
Monopoly. "That they are treated 
these days like sombre rituals, 
complete with “bravery" and 
"nerve", makes me laugh like a 
loon. Anyone who's ever played the 
game before the age of 12 has heard 
die ear-splitting chorus of “Let’s 
take it!" when a penalty is awarded. 
Quite when this exuberance is 
replaced by a dread sense of 
responsibility remains muddy. 
Then again, it has been a few years 
since 1 was 12 and it may be that 
youngsters now consider die penal- j 
ty taker as the doomed, courageous 
tail-gunner in a team. This, though, 
is backed up by reports from a 
recent junior match in Milton 
Keynes, where the penalty shoot¬ 
out required 32 attempts before a 
scoreline of 2-1 was arrived at 
If this is typical of our future 
national strike-rate from the spot 
we may as well just give the 2006 
World Cup to some ten-year-old in 
Frankfort right now and save the 
nation more shame. As for 
Merson’s bloomer, I shall start a 
campaign immediately to have the 
entire sequence issued on com¬ 
memorative stamps that when 
flicked through swiftly, will show 
the miss in all its insane glory. 
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~ M Regular readers will know that nothing perks up appreciation of the great game, 

M H and 1 suppose this column, more than the realization that certain football 

celebrities have lookalikes in those even more famous. We recall David Heat as Mr 
S' Punch: Iain Dowie as the computer game hero. Earthworm Jim: David Platt as the 

eponymous Glenryk Pilchard from the famous tin. This week, while tidying my son’s 
shelves. I notice that from beneaffi the red and white stretch-topper of Dr Seuss’ Cat In 
f'NfUnj-— the HaL left, beam the unmistakable features of Tottenham's David Howelk. righL 

'SwXSf ACTUAL exchange between Alan Parry and Colin Todd after Bolton’s OO draw with 

Wimbledon last week: 

J hVjc Parry. Do you look at this as a point gained or two points dropped? 

Todd: Certainly a point not gained. 

J|Parry: l see. 


David Powell joins the nation’s hardiest football supporters 
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I t is one of the oldest jokes about 
poorly-supported football dubs. 
“What time is the kick-off?" the 
inquiry goes. “What time can you get 
here?" comes the reply. In the Westward 
Developments Devon League, this 
Easter, the joke Is reality. 

“The league is breaking its own rules 
about kick-offs being at three o’clock," 
Phil Hisoox. the league secretary, said. It 
is even insisting that kick-offs are 
delayed until the supporters turn up. 
Very special supporters, though. 

Tbe groundhoppers are non-League 
devotees who are more interested in 
where they are watching a game than 
the standard ol it. After five years on the 
Northern Hop, exhausting new grounds 
in the north-east, fresh territory is being 
explored in Devon. 

The hoppers are packing seven 
matches into 34 hours, three yesterday, 
four today. About 300 toppers began in 
awful weather at Topsham Town yester¬ 
day morning and will finish at Plym¬ 
outh Parkway this evening. Well, most 
of them. Geny Shepherd will not be 
finished. 

Shepherd is 65, played local football 
for 45 years and will be visiting his 
thousandth ground when he walks 
through the turnstile ... er, gap ... at 
Plymouth Parkway. Before returning 
home to Wimbledon, he has two more 
matches planned for tomorrow. And 
Monday? "A little wind-down at 
Dawlish." Shepherd said. An easy day 
for the man on his seventh Easter Hop, 
a 100 per cent appearance record. 

So grateful is the Devon League to the 
likes of Shepherd that, in the event of 
traffic delays between matches, kick-off 
is delayed. It happened last year, when 
tractors on the road from Teignmouih to 
Newton Abbot got in the way. 

Yesterday, it might have been snow¬ 
ploughs. Looking out from the Topsham 
clubhouse, away to the left, past the 


home goalkeeper, one could see snow on 
the hills. Seeing a Topsham goalkeeper 
at all was fortunate. The match, 
Topsham versus Budleigb Sal tenon, 
should not have been played. 
Groundhoppers made it happen. 

Sue Bulled, the Topsham secretary, 
was exerting influence. The club was 
expecting eight times their average gate 
of 80. This game is going ahead, come 

Right dear I’m off 'I 
ground tioppiocj. Wi<,n j 
we.il i 





& 


hell or high water.” Bulled said. 30 
minutes before kick-off. “The revenue is 
so important for next season." 

Topsham would have been counting 
their takings into the night from record 
programme sales, gate money, bar. 
raffle and refreshment income and, if 
Topsham win the league and there is a 
spare medal, it should go t Q j 0 h n 
Webber, their groundsman. 74 

An amateur he may be. but his 
dedication bears the mark of a profit 


sional. Webber had marked out the 
pitch on Thursday, but an overnight 
deluge meant that he had to start again 
just after 7am yesterday. “If it was not 
for the groundhoppers coming,” he said. 
“I would have said: ’No chance.’" 

Never mind that Paul Harris.' the 
referee, thought that the pitch was “iffy". 
It had been critical for Topsham not to 
fail another game behind. Now. after a 
1-0 win. their first championship looks 
within reach. Win five of their seven 
matches in hand and they will be up 
with the leaders. 

So concerned had Hiscox been that 
matches would be called off that he had 
provisionally arranged alternative en¬ 
tertainment skittles, a quiz and seats at 
BudJeigh Saltenon for Manchester Uni¬ 
ted versus Liverpool. "That was plan Z," 
Hiscox said, relieved. 

_ The Devon League is the newest in the 
football pyramid, only slx years old. The 
groundhoppers were visiting for the 
second ume and their presence, together 
with the appeal oF the top versus second 

tomp Cu »ompton at 

home to Willand Rovers, ensured a 
league record crowd of 693. Average 
gate at Speeds Meadow: 80 
" Th ® groundhoppers come with vari- 
° ne ' nsists on touching both 

n n ° lhe 4 on Photographing 
the comer /lags. Three St Albans City 

SSL**" thC ^ H «P- “in me 

Rjmtan League, we do not go very far, 

TrSUr 0 ?,? 0 " ar L d y" land drew 1 - 1 . but 

manager. 
Was an ideal chance 

roXre on w^f r ^ ll>3nd More 
would h.7 J W ' dn ' s J»* "Normally 1 
ISS absolutely from." 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 



ARSENAL 

v 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 
Today. 3.0 (sofd out) 


Oliver Hoh 
They glimpsed 
the summit once 
before Manch¬ 
ester United 
awoke from their 
slumbers and to¬ 
day ■ Arsenal 
must begin the ascent again. 
They may have built up a 
comforting cushion of four 
games in hand over the champi¬ 
ons. but this afternoon at 
Highbury they must start win¬ 
ning them. 

Less than a week after both 
these teams eased past Nation¬ 
wide League opposition to make 
their way through to the FA Cup 
Final, this promises to be quite a 
rehearsal, a game that, in many 
ways, may have more riding on 
it than the Wembley meeting 
itself. 

Kenny Dalglish, the New¬ 
castle United manager, who has 
had some of the pressure lifted 
off him by taking his team to an 
occasion that Kevin Keegan nev¬ 
er reached in his days in charge, 
has acknowledged that today's 
meeting will be the first of “a 
series of cup finals" for the dub 
as they try to drag themselves 
clear of the relegation struggle. 

One of the many heartening 
things for Dalglish about last 
Sunday’s victory over Sheffield 
United was the performance of 
Alan Shearer. Shearer showed 



signs that he is returning to his 
best after his long injuty layoff 
and, if Andersson can start 
convening some chances, the 
attacking potency that New¬ 
castle have lacked for so long 
could return in North London. 

_Of course. Arsenal are in the 
midst of a formidable run, 
carrying all before them and still 
on target for the Double. Their 
momentum daws few signs of 
stowing down and they wOI be 
attempting to keep a dub record 
ninth successive dean sheet — 
but they will have to be at their 
best against a Newcastle side 
that will view a point as a 
victory. 

They are still without Dennis 
Bergkamp, who will serve the 
last game of his three-match 
suspension for his sending-off at 
West Ham United, and fan 
Wright appears to be as far away 
from making a comeback as ever 
after his protracted injury prob¬ 
lems. Martin Keown is missing 
with an eye injury and Lee Dixon 
is also out To complicate mat¬ 
ters further, GiDes GrimandL 
Dixon’s natural replacement, is 
given only a 50-50 chance of 
Paying. 

Yet Arsenal have shrugged off 
their absences before and Chris¬ 
topher Wreh, in particular, has 
proved that he is an able 
substitute up front The game 
may contain pointers towards 
the Cup Final, but the real 
significance of this match will 
be the effect that it has on the 
league. 


ARSENAL (probable: 4-4-2* 0 Seaman — G 
Grimanrf, A Adams, S BoukL N WMarbun — 
R Pariour. P Vieira. E Pete. M Overman — C 
Wreh, N Anefita 

NEWCASTLE UNTIED (pmfaebkK 4-4-2): S 
Given — W Barton, D Peacock, S Reared A 
Pistone — K GSespfe. N Dabizaa, G Speed. T 
Katsbaia — A Andersson. A Shearer. 
:GWKard. 


■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day. B6C11035pm, extended 

highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Draw. 







NEIGHBOURLY GESTURES 

ITS derby day today at Barnsley. Bolton, 
Chelsea and Coventry. Some great rivalries, 

though, seem to have taken a permanent 
break from the fixture list 

1. Nottingham Forest v Notts Co 

it may be the oldest derby in the world, but 
the Notts have not been tied since February 
1994 when Gary McSwegan and Charfie 
Palmer chopped down Forest 

2. Blackburn Rovers v Burnley 

They stil voice their efishke for each other 
every week, but Rovers have held boasting 
rights since a 3-1 win in April 1983 

3. Portsmouth v Southampton 

Baray Home and Terry Connor gave Pompey 
a 2-0 win at The Deb in January 1988. and 
Saints stiB await league revenge 

4. Brighton v C Palace 

Bright and Wright put the Sea g ulls to (tight in 
March 1989 

5. Barnet v Enfield 

Enfield’s relegation from the Conference, 
followed speedily by Barnet's etevabon to the 
League in 1991, put paid to the other North 
London derby 

6. Bradford City v Leeds United 

A 1-1 draw at Eftand Road in April 1990 was 
the last league Tykeaway 

7. Chelsea v Fulham 

Dixon, Speed© and Nerin sent the neigh¬ 
bours scurrying back down the Fufham Road 
in April 1984 

a Aston Yifla v Birmingham City 
Two Garry Thompson goals gave City the 
blues hi December 1987and the second-city 
rivals have not met in a league match since 

9. Cartels Utd v Workington 

They met twice over Christmas 1964. but 
then went their separate ways forever 

10. Grimsby Town v Hull City 

No fishing jokes since a 2-2 draw at Blundell 
Park in May 1987 

11. Inverness Caley v Inverness Thistle 
One sue way to avoid (hose ugly derby 
meetings is to merge — so these two did 

Compfled by Richard Whitehead 

Thanks to Brfl Edgar 



CHELSEA 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
Today, 3.0 




i 


Keith Pike 

The fatalistic 
among them 
would ques¬ 
tion the wis¬ 
dom of their 
team even 
bothering to 
turn up at Stamford Bridge 
this afternoon; the cynical 
might say that failure to do so 
would complete a rare double 
this troublesome season. Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur having gone 
missing — embarrassingly so 
—during a 6-1 hiding at White 
Hart Lane in December. 

Either way. this is the 
fixture that Tottenham sup¬ 
porters have come to dread, 
and at a time when their dub 
is in considerable peril. 

How long since Tottenham 
last got the better of Chelsea? 
Well. John Bumstead scored 
the Blues’ goal that day (which 
immediately adds something 
of a sepia tone to the occasion), 
and Tottenham won thanks to 
a last-minute strike by Gary 
Lineker. You have to go back 
)7 matches — spanning eight 
years and. between the dubs , 
II managers — to find Totten¬ 
ham's last triumph. 

But iF history is against 
them, other considerations are 
in Tottenham’s favour. There 
is the fact that Gianluca Vialfi. 
the Chelsea player-manager, 
having made 12 unenforced 
changes in his last two FA 
Carling Premiership selec¬ 
tions. will probably make 
another half a dozen today. 

He is likely to field a team 
as dose as possible to the one 
that will face Vicenza in the 
second leg of their Cup Win¬ 
ners’ Cup semi-final next 
week, where most eyes are 
already dearly fixed. 

“We want to win on Satur¬ 
day. but we need to win next 
Thursday." a spokesman said 
this week, confirming the 
priorities of the only Premier¬ 
ship dub with nothing to play 
for in the dosing stages of the 
league season. 

Unbeaten in three games, 
playing with commendable 
spirit and with two fo rward s. 
Klinsmann and Armstrong, 
having rediscovered their 
scoring touch — and a third. 
Ferdinand, fit for consider¬ 
ation after playing in two 
reserve games during the past 
week after a lengthy spell out 
with injuries — Tottenham 
have no such distractions. 
Darren Anderton is also dose 
io a return- Victory may not be 
beyond them. 



ssete. 4-4-2) £ de Goey — 

banv. F Leooeti. G La Saw 
i, E Norton. D Wise R (S 
G Vafil 

HOTSPUR . 
h — S cut, R - 
arance— RFc*. N i 
mob — J raranam. 



■ TELEVISION: Today: Match 
0 f the Day. brief highlights. 

S PREDICTION: Away wtn 



Rub Hughes 

The maxim that 
the team and sup¬ 
porters are in this 
together might 
have been meant 
for Oakwell. 
where Barnsley's 
hopes of avoiding relegation 
depend on players staying on the 
pitch and hooligans staying off it 
Barnsley face Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day today wilhotit Morgan. 
Barnard and Sheridan — sent off 
in their last home match, against 
Liverpool — and desperate lm- 
good crowd behaviour after some 
so-called supporters attempted to 
assault Gary Wfflard, the referee 
cm that occasion. 

Indeed. Barnsley may have 
more to fear from their own kind 
than from their Yorkshire neigft- 



BARNSLEY 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) . 


hours, whose away form is ordi¬ 
nary. . Danny Wilson, the Barns¬ 
ley manager, and Neil Redfeam, 
the captain, deserve better than 
having people around them los¬ 
ing their heads. 

Barnsley must win four of their 
last six games to stay in toe FA 


Carling Premiership. They must 
turn back the recent cyde of three 
victories followed by three defeats 
and concentrate to the end to 
prevent Paolo di Canio repeating 
his late winning goal at 
Hillsborough in December. 

The good news? Paul Alcock, 
the referee today, is for more 
inclined to keep his red cards in 
his pocket than Willard. 

BARNSLEY (probable: 3-S-2)' D Watson — A 
Moees, A deZoeuw, M Apptety — N Eaden, N 
Redfeam. M B^ocX, J Bosanac, S Jones — A 
Ward, G Hrioov. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY (probafoie; 4-4-2): K 
Pressman — E Bared. G Sedk&M. 0 Water, A 
Hrxftcflto — B Cart)one, J M^Oon, D 
Steterewfc, M Pembodge — a Booth, P d 
Canto. 

Referee: P Afcocfc 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Barnsley fervour 
to eke out the points. 


Rkftanl Hobson 

After a string 
first half to the 
season. Black- 
bum Rovers are 
unlikely to slip 
out of the top six 
now. if only 
because of the inconsistencies of 
those sides below them. Roy 
Hodgson, the urbane manager, b 
confident a Uefa Cup place 
remains in sight and has plotted a 
scouting trek through the World 
Cup that would exhaust the 
hardiest backpacker as he seeks 
to reinforce toe squad. 

Likewise. Colin Todd, the Boh 
ton Wanderers manager, is con¬ 
vinced that his side wfil become a 
force at this level — but there is a 
big proviso. They have to escape 
relegation first 




BOLTON WANDERERS 


BLACKBURN ROVERS 
Today. &0 


Crystal Palace are toe one ride 
with fewer goals and Dean 
Hoidsworth, who was signed 
from Wimbledon this season, has 
not become toe prolific partner 
for Nathan Blake that Todd 
anticipated. If that is not enough 
of a problem, then two estab¬ 


lished defenders, Gudhi Berg- 
sson and Jimmy Phillips, are 
suspoided. Chris Ffeirdough and 
either Greg Strong or Hasney 
Aliofrer wiD slot in. 

Blackburn, with two wins in 
eight matches, have shipped 18 
goals in their past seven despite 
the presence of the monumental 
Colin Hendry to marshal the 
back four. He has recovered from 
a head injury suffered against 
Manchester United on Monday. 

BOLTON WANOBraS (probable 3-MJ: K 
Brsnaran — A Todd, M Fbn, CFa/dough — N 
Cox, P Frandsen, J Sheridan, A Thonuon, G 
Strung — D HoWSworth, N Bake. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (prababfcK 4-4-2): A 
FeOs — J Karra, S Hancto, C Hardy, J 
mcox—GncroA.T9wurood,WMcKnteir. □ 
Oil — C Sutton, K GaSacbar. 

RaferaarURfey 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Blackburn win. 


Rnssefl 
Ke ap oan 

Another gentle, 
parochial get-to¬ 
gether of Mid¬ 
lands neigh¬ 
bours? Another 
meaningless, 
end-of-season fixture with neither 
side in contention for honours? 
Not today. Coventry City and 
Aston Villa have whiffed the scent 
of a Uefa Cup place and wfii 
engage in dose-quarters combat 
in front of a 23.000 sell-out crowd 
at Highfidd Road. 

Picking a winner is tricky. 
Coventry are unbeaten in 13 
matches, if one discounts the 
penalty shoot-out defeat against 
Sheffield United in their FA Cup 
quarter-final replay, and Villa 
have won five of their six FA 



COVENTRY CTTY 
v 

ASTON VILLA 
Today, 3.0 


Carting Premiership games since 
John Gregory rode in on his 
white charger to replace Brian 
Little as manager. 

Confirmation of Coventry's 
new respectable image — no 
relegation battie this year—came 
in the dub having two tables at 


the Professional Footballers’ As¬ 
sociation dinner in London last 
weekend. “We usually have one 
table," Gordon Strachan, the 
manager, said, “with a couple of 
chairs around it" 

Darren Huckerby, the Coven¬ 
try flyer, should play, having 
overcome a groin strain, but Stan 
CoUymore is likely to be absent 
again with a similar ailment. 
Such is Villa’s new-found confi¬ 
dence, he has been barely missed. 

COVBYTRYCITY (probable: 4-4-a.SOjyteowe 

— R Nteson, R Shew, G Bnwr. D Burrows — P 
Tefer, G Boafeng, T E Softedt, N Whafen — D 
DuUn. D Huteroy. 

ASTON VUA (probadlr. 3-SS1: M BasnfctT — 
U Ehtoou. G SocrtfTQola, S Staunton — G 
Ctaftas, l Tffrior. M Draper. L Nendrte. A VWgw 

— J Joachim, □ Yorta 
R efewec D OateghBr. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: All-action draw. 




Matt Dickinson 
Crystal Palace 
seem determined 
not to depart the 
FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership without 
leaving some 
mark in the 
ooks and their failure to 
ague game at home this 
> a remarkable feat 
appears to be no reason 
y should not retain that 
i fame when they enter- 
xster City today, despite 
c of incentive for the 
who are free of relegation 
1 3)50 way off the pace for 
n q ualifi cation. 

Venables, the former 
coach, is all but signed 
iled to take over at 
park m the summer, we 



CRYSTAL PALACE 

LEICESTER CITY 
Today, 3.0 


are told, and toe squad he may be 
taking over is not without its 
merits. In Matt Jansen, pinched 
from Carlisle United from under 
toe noses of Manchester United, 
they have a young forward will¬ 
ing to run at defences. In his one 
game for Palace — the loss to 


Tottenham Hotspur a fortnight 
ago—Sasa Currie confirmed that 
he is a player of wonderful 
talents. Just a shame about his 
temperament 

The shambles off toe field, 
however, with no one appearing 
to know who owns or manages 
toe club, has been reflected in toe 
defensive organisation and it will 
take a coach of Venabfes's abili¬ 
ties to try to find some semblance 
of order. 


CRYSTAL PALACE (probable 4-4-2)- K Mta 
—M Edworthy, V Ismael H HraMareeon. B Dyer 
—A Uaitsmo. J Smith. T BroSn. S Curate—N 
StpperiBy, M Jansen 

LEICESTER CITY (proCBDie; 3-5-2): K Kefier— 
P KaarrafK, M Eft®, S Prior — R Snags. M 
tzza, N Lennon, 6 Parte, S Gtwy — G 
Feran. E Besksy 
RaferasAWMe 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Away win. 


/, 



EVERTON 

LEEDS UNITED 
Today, 3.0 



David 
Maddocfc 

It seems to be 
an increasing 
possibility 
that one of the 
“Big Five" of 
toe FA Carling 
Premiership will fall through 
the relegation trapdoor, and 
Everton are beginning to lot* 
more likely candidates than 
Tottenham Hotspur. Evenon 
are still three points above the 
bottom three, but have won 
only one of their past six 
games. With Bolton Wander¬ 
ers and Barnsley showing 
signs of recovery, the threat is 
very reaL 

Howard Kendall, toe 
Everton manager, has been 
attempting to instil some 
nerve into his side this wed: 
and has even turned to a 
sports psychologist to pro¬ 
mote positive thought The 
main problem seems to be in 
front of goaL Duncan Fergu¬ 
son is the dub’s top scorer this 
season with nine goals, even 
though he has missed half of 
the campaign through injury 
and suspension. Ferguson is 
doubtful for the match against 
Leeds United today, although 
Kendall is likely to risk him. 

Leeds have forced their way 
into the European reckoning 
with a fine run of five wins in 
six matches and. in Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink, they have 
toe most improved player in 
the Premiership- The striker is 
an outside bet for a World Cup 
place with Holland, although 
such a prospect would not 
please George Graham. “I 
haven’t heard anything and I 
hope that I don’t I’ve had 
enough problems with inter¬ 
nationals already." the Leeds 
manager said. 

• Leeds are likely to field toe 
side that dismissed an under¬ 
strength Chelsea in midweek, 
although Rod Wallace is fit 
again and could figure at 
some stage. Kendall has Bilic 
and Tiler back after suspen¬ 
sion. but the front line gives 
him most cause for concern 
and he may use the pace of 
Cadamarteri in an attempt to 
find a goal from somewhere. 

EVERTON (probable; 5-3-3- T Myhre — J 
O'Kane. S Bte. D Watson. C Til*. M Bat — 
N Benrby, D tMCboon. J Osar — D 
Ferguson. W Matter 

I FEDS UMTED iprotBUe; 50-3 N 
Martyn — G Ksty. DWaharaR, RMofcnaar, 
M men. I Haw — G hale. I Radebe, L 
Bowyer — J F HassetoainX, H KeweS 
Referee U tome 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match 
of the Day, extended highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Everton in fur¬ 
ther trouble-by losing. 


ON MONDAY 


Brilliant insights or hopeless 
guesses? Check our writers' 

predictions against then- 
weekend match reports 



Peter Robinson 
Joe Kinnear 
marched off the 
field at Selhurst 
Park last week 
deep in conver¬ 
sation with Cohn 
Todd, toe respec¬ 
tive managers of Wimbledon 
and Bolton Wanderers com¬ 
plaining about the tribulations 
of life at the bottom of the FA 
Carling Premiership. A draw 
was not the result that either 
man was looking for. 

Be honest though. Who realty 
believes that Wimbledon are 
going to get relegated? They 
struggle oil year after year, 
against what they call intoler¬ 
able odds, tiny crowds, no 
money, injuries, everybody hat- 
iog them — if you have heard 
Kinnear once this season, then 
you have heard him a thousand 
times, repeating the same old 
lament — and still they stay up. 

Yes. they are in a scrap for 
survival, but this is Wimbledon, 
for heaven's sake, they like 
scraps. Anyway, any dub that 
can spend £1.75 million on a 
player, as this one recently did 
on Mark Kennedy, from Liver¬ 
pool. is not that badly off. It is a 
pity he has not played yet, but 
that may be put right over the 
Easter period. 

Kennedy has had a hand 
injury, a pulled tendon in a 
finger, which, strictly speaking, 
should keep him out for another 
fortnight, but the Ireland winger 
believes he could get a game 
rather sooner than that. “1 have a 
splint on my hand which I would 
not be allowed to play in." he 
said yesterday. “I'm not sup¬ 
posed to take it off for another 



SOUTHAMPTON 

v 

WIMBLEDON 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


two weeks. I have still stitches 
keeping ray tendon together, but 
I am pushing to play myself over 
toe Easter holiday weekend. My 
chances of making it are 50-50." 
But not today, perhaps. 

Southampton are in mid-table, 
a luxury for them that speaks 
volumes for the abilities of 
David Jones, their manager. He 
shares toe traditional suspicion 
of Matthew Le Ussier, The 
Dell’s resident enigma, but Le 
Ussier is suspended today, so 
there will no repeat of those 
hangdog, miserable Mattie sto¬ 
ries that have been so popular of 
late. Carlton Palmer is back after 
a one-match ban. Kevin Davies 
could take Le Ussier* place, but 
much will depend on whether 
Southampton can match the 
determination that is Wimble¬ 
don's trademark. 

SOUTHAMPTON (proOabte, 4-3-3) P Jones 

— J Dodd. R Dryden, C Urdefcvam. F Benafi 

— C Pafrner. K Richardson. J Batostord — K 
Davies, E Operated. D HW 
WMBLEDON (probable: 4-4-2): N Srfvan — 
K Curtngnam, D Bteckarea. C Perry, AKjratte 

— M tfaofiee. R Earta. A Roberts, N Arday—J 
EuriL. C Leafcum. 

Referee: M Reed. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match or 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Draw. 



Brian GianviBe 
Harry Redknapp 
and Eyal Berk- 
ovic are friends 
again, apparent¬ 
ly/ On West 
Ham United's 
last appearance, 
when they lost away to Aston 
Villa 2-0 in what Redknapp. the 
manager, deemed a poor match. 
Berkovic was a surprising omis¬ 
sion. Fiery declarations were 
attributed to toe midfield player 
in the Israeli press, which quoted 
him as saying he would leave 
West Ham and that he was sure 
there was a hidden agenda. 

For his part Redknapp said: 
“Berkovic is a tremendous play¬ 
er. but you have to pick teams to 
try to win games and we need 
squad players we can shuffle 
around." 

With Berkovic back. West 
Ham are much less likely to 
shuffle around than they were at 
Villa Park and more bullets 
should be made for the likes of 
John Hartson, Trevor Sinclair, 
and. if he plays. Samassi Abou to 
fire. 

The excellent Bernard Lama, 
still hoping for a place in toe 
France World Cup squad and 
certainly more worthy of one 
than the most recent incumbent, 
will continue in goal, in prefer¬ 
ence to Craig FbrresL Ludek 
Mfldosko, the third of the front- 
tine goalkeepers at Upton Park, 
is still injured, as are Tim 
Breadcer, the full back, and Paul 
Kitson, toe striker, who has still 
to recover from a groin strain. 

Derby County, who lost at 
home last time out to a patch- 
work Chelsea, have Stefano 
Eranio bade from the injured 



WEST HAM UNITED 
v 

DERBY COUNTY 
Today, 3.0 

hamstring that kept him out for 
two games. He wifi patrol toe 
right flank, doubtless linking 
with his lively compatriot, 
Francesco Baiano. who. in turn, 
wil be partnered by toe lanky, 
ever-unpredictable, Paulo 
Wanchope, the Costa Rica inter¬ 
national, who represents a con¬ 
tinuing triumph of mind over 
matter. 

Igor Stimac. the resilient 
Croat, who must surely be 
recalled to his country’s World 
Cup squad, is back in defence 
after suspension, replacing 
Jacob Laursen, the Dane. 

Who will play in goal? Mart 
Pbom, the Estonia international, 
has suffered an uneasy run and 
lost his place to Russell Hoult for 
the past two games, sitting on the 
bench for the second. He may be 
restored at Upton Park. 

WEST HAM UNTIED {ptobetoto: 3-6-2)' B 
Lana—J Puree, R Fgrdnand, D Unsworth— 
S Rons, E BerkowC. F Lanparfl. S Lomas, S 
lazBrids —T Slncfefr, J Hanson 
DERBY COUNTY (prababto. 4-3-1-2}- R Hot* 
— R Dote, G RowoR. I Slimac. C fowl — S 
Enrto, L Carstoy, L Boh. ran — F Baiano — p 
Wonehopa, D Swmrtga. 

R*fem*G Barter. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: A draw. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Ferdinand presents 
case for defence 
in football awards 




i-v.v. • 


FRANK 

LEBOEUF 


I t is the time of year for awards, 
with Dennis Bergkamp win- 
rung the Professional Football¬ 
ers' Association player of the year 
and Michael Owen the young 
player. Both are worthy victors 
who have had wonderful seasons, 
but they did not figure on my 
voting slip. 

Even though he is only 19. my 
choice for player of the year was 
Rio Ferdinand, the West Ham 
United and England centre half, 
who I believe has a hugely 
successful career ahead of him. 
There is maybe a bit of bias in 
choosing another defender, but it 
does annoy me that it always 
seems to be strikers who are 
recognised. In the past 20 years, 
only Raul McGrath and Gary 
Pallister have broken up a succes¬ 
sion of forwards. Maybe it is time 
to set up a defenders' trade union. 
There are similarities between 


young Rio and myself, i like to 
diink both of us try to use the ball 
wherever possible and only whack 
it away in desperate circum¬ 
stances. We are both more natural 
sweepers than central defenders. 

Rio probably has an advantage 
over me Mien it comes to dealing 
with big, physical players like 
Duncan Ferguson. Everyone 
knows that I am not at my most 
comfortable when there is a great 
hulking centre forward dying to 
knock me around all over the 
place. It is a legacy of learning my 
football in France, where there are 
very few forwards in that mould. I 
was generally a sweeper, so did not 
have too many of those one-to-one 
confrontations with raging-bull 
strikers. 

Being brought up in England. 
Rio will have been used to that 
style and 1 think he can cope well 
in most situations. He is still 


young so, obviously, he has plenty 
to Team, but I would be very 
surprised if Glenn Hoddle did not 
already regard him as a regular 
squad member with real potential. 

I did vote for a striker for the 
young player of die year award, 
but it was not Owen. 1 went for 
Darren Huckerby, of Coventry 
City, who has a wonderful range of 
skills. Maybe he is not the most 
consistent, but on his day he can 
show great technique. 1 shall be 
watching his career with interest. 

■ Graham misses point 
I must not let this column pass 
without responding to George 
Graham. After our 3-1 defeat at 
EUand Road on Wednesday night, 
the Leeds United manager had a 
little dig at our club by claiming 
that Gianluca Vialli was simply 
changing the team around because 
it is "fashionable'’. Mr Graham 


should look at the facts before he 
shoots his mouth off. 

The reality — and I would have 
thought it would be obvious to a 
man of Graham’s experience — is 
that we have been playing games 
every three days for as long as 1 
can remember. 1 was one of the 
players left out on Wednesday and 
I had no objections because I 
needed a rest 

The other reason for changes, 
and again it seems to be stating the 
obvious, is that we have already 
qualified for Europe by winning 
the Coca-Cola Cup. Having 
slipped down the league, our main 


priority is to win the Cup Winners’ 
Cup, so the manager is quite right 
to prepare the players as best 
possible for next week’s semi-final 
second leg at home to Vicenza. 

None of this means that we have 
given up in the FA Carling 
Premiership. Of course, whoever 
is selected will give their best until 
the end of the season, because we 
want to prove that we are a strong 
dub, but Luca can hardly be 
blamed for doing what is best for 
Chelsea and he certainly does not 
deserve criticism from someone 
like George Graham. Maybe if his 
team had been in a cup final and a 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


(Last week's position in brackets) 




2. ARSENAL (2) 

J ] 


+23 

3. LIVERPOOL (3) ! ■ 'V.; • ' ' 

t. 

-32 

QES 

4. LEEDS UTD (6) 

33 

54 

+15 



2 19 17 8-2- 



9 

3 

5! 

27 

17 


3 6 23 18 




6. BLACKBURN ROVERS (4) 

l 

31 1 

51 

+10 


10 

3 

3 

3 





8. DERBY COUNTY (8) 

31 

45 

+3 


10 

3 

3 

2 



to. COVENTRY CITY (9) 






12. LEICESTER CITY (12) 

31 

41 

+3 


5 

8 

3 

17 

12 


19 21 



14. WIMBLEDON (14) 






18. BOLTON WANDERERS (19) 



. CRYSTAL PALACE (20) 

31 

26 

-27 


LAST 10 
MATCHES 
W-D-L 







3-1-6 





6-3-1 










IIE5 mi 





_ Goals scored 


1. Chelsea 61 

2. Manchester Utd 64 

3. Liverpool 55 

4. Blackburn 52 

5. Arsenal 49 

6. Leeds 50 

7. Sheffield Wed 46 

a West Ham 44 

=. Derby 44 

10. Southampton 41 

11. Aston Villa 40 

12. Coventry 37 

13. Leicester 36 

14. Everton 36 

15. Barnsley 33 

=. Tottenham 33 

17. Wimbledon 30 

18. Bolton 29 

19. Newcastle 26 

20. Crystal Palace 27 


Goats per half 


Arsenal 

Aston Villa 

Barnsley 

Blackburn 

Bolton 

Chelsea 

Coventry 

Crystal Palace 

Derby 

Everton 

Leeds Utd 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Manchester Utd 

Newcastle 

Sheffield Wed 

Southampton 

Tottenham 

West Ham 
Wimbledon 


1st 2nd | Premiership only 


Sutlon (Blackburn) 

Owen (Liverpool) 

Dublin (Coventry) 
Gallacher (Blackburn) 
Bergkamp (Arsenal) 
Hartson (West Ham) 
Hasselbaink (Leeds) 
Cole (Manchester Utd) 
Baiano (Derby) 

Di Canto (Sheffield Wed) 
Huckerby (Coventry) 
Wanchope (Derby) 

Blake (Bolton) 

Wallace (Leeds) 

Wright (Arsenal) 

Carbone (Sheffield Wed) 
Davies (Southampton) 
Ferguson (Everton) 

Flo (Chelsea) 

Fowler (Liverpool) 
McManaman (Liverpool) 
Redfeam (Barnsley) 
vialli (Chelsea) 


Cards Issued Yellow Red 


1. Everton . 68 

2. Leeds Utd 67 

3. Arsenal* 61 

=. Chelsea 61 

5. C Palace 62 

6. Coventry 58 

7. Derby 62 

8. Bolton 57 

9. Manchester Utd* 57 

10. Barnsley 51 

11. Southampton 52 

12. Sheffield Wed 51 

13. Blackburn 50 

14. West Ham 49 

15. Newcastle 49 

16. Tottenham 50 

17. Liverpool 46 

18. Wimbledon 44 

19. Leicester 40 

20. Aston Villa 40 

' eautem doumgijdedtoased 


Premiership 
games only 


1. G WiHard 

2. M Reed 

3. G Poll 

4. U Rennie 

5. G Barber 

6. J Winter 

7 . D EHeray 

8. P Durkin 

9. A Wilkie 

10. S Dunn 

11. M Riley 

12. N Barry 

13. P Jones 

14. P. Alcock 

15. D Gallagher 

16 . M Bodenham 

17. G Ashby 

18. K Burge 

19. S Lodge 


18 53 

16 47 


15 42 

17 49 

17 47 

17 43 


European semi-final, he would 
have a little more understanding. 

■ Fortune favours United 
It is a huge disappointment that 
we are no longer contenders iortne 

championship. Inconsistency has 

been our undoing, because I think 
we have shown that, on our day, 
we can be as impressive as anyone. 
There have also been these days 
we would prefer to forget and 1 
think all the players are aware that 
until they eradicate [hose sudden 
losses of form, we will let slip the 
few points that are the difference 
between being tide-winners and 
the rest 

As an impartial observer now, 1 
have to say that Manchester 
United will go on to win the 
championship. It might have been 
different if they were still involved 
in the European Cup. because it 
was so evident that it was their 
priority, rf not their obsession. 
Now, though, they have no distrac¬ 
tions and they appear to be getting 
their strongest team back to fitness 
at just the right time. 

Arsenal can push them hard, 
even with so many games remain¬ 
ing. It will not be easy for them to 
survive such a tough programme, 
but they are a resilient team who 
can grind out results. 

Yet,when a competition is so 
dose, you also need luck and 
everything I have seen recently 
suggests that United are enjoying 


every ounce of it. 1 watched their 
game against Wimbledon and 
everything fell perfectly for them. 
Michael Hughes had a prat 
chance to put Wimbledon ahead, 
but his shot cannoned into a 
defender who did not know any¬ 
thing about it Then United went to 
the other end and scored two goals 
that Joe Kirmear was entitled to be 
furious about because of the 
possibility of offside. 

It is one of the oldest sayings m 
sport that you make your own luck 
and maybe United deserve theirs. 
With their record in recent sea¬ 
sons. dearly they have players 
who know what ir takes. I like to 
think that the rest of us are dosing 
the gap and I am sure Chelsea, 
among others, will be coming back 
at them even stronger next season. 

■ Just call me Oscar 
Look out Eric Cantona. That is all I 
can say after I made my acting 
debut this week in Dream Team, 
the football show on Sky TV, I 
suppose it helped that I only had to 
play myself and there were not too 
many lines to learn, but the 
director seemed happy and maybe 
I should add acting to my list of 
potential careers once 1 put my 
boots away for the last time. It was 
a stressful debut but at least you 
can reshoat the scene if it goes 
badly the first time. I needed three 
takes — in football, of course, you 
only get one. 












TODAY 

Kk*or 30 unless stated • denctas alktket 

Poots coupon numbers *i firachete 
fci PWntoreMp fixtures, r denotes soM out. 
otherwise seats awtetate 
FA Caring Premiership 
(1) t Arsenal v Newcastle 


ThhddMsion 
131) * Barnet x 


131) * Barnet v Leyton Orient. 

1 32) * Cambridge Utd v PehsrtxatMgh 

(33) Canitf v Cofcheater. 

(34) Chester v Doncaster. 

(35) Hid v Hartlepool. 

(36) Lincoln v Exeter . 

(37) Mansfield v Torquay. 



Mansfield v Torquay. 

I NoUb County v Brighton . 

t Rochdale v Scarborough. 


(—) Romerham v Swansea . 

1—) Scunthorpe v Macclesfield. 

(—j Shrewstwy v Dartngton . 

P W D L F A 

No08 County.. 41 26 10 5 68 38 

Torquay. 41 20 10 11 61 49 

Mac&sfistt ... 41 19 13 9 53 39 


Barnet. 41 19 12 10 SB 43 

Scatxmiugti... 4! 19 tl 11 65 5 2 

Colchester. 41 18 10 13 63 53 

Lincoln. 41 17 13 11 50 46 


Peterborough . 

Rotherham. 

Leyton Orient 

Enter. 

Mansfield. 

Scunthorpe .... 
Chester 
Carrfcridge Uid 


Shrewsbury 


Rochdale. 

Swansea. 

&gfann-. 


BlmwK*am_ . 41 16 15 10 53 34 

VWrertanpton 40 17 9 14 47 40 

Bradford- 41 14 14 13 44 45 

Wea Bromwdi 4t 15 11 15 41 47 

Stockport.41 16 7 18 82 60 

Oxford Utd- 41 15 8 18 55 55 

Swindon41 14 9 18 39 60 

Crewe... 40 15 5 M 48 57 

Huddersfield.... 41 13 11 18 47 GO 

Trartnere-. 40 12 il 17 45 50 

Buy.-.41 9 19 13 » 50 

PortVata. 41 12 9 SO 50 58 

*QPfl_ 41 10 15 18 45 58 

Norwich-'41 11 12 18 ® SS 

Man Cly_ 41 11 10 20 47 49 


Portsmouth. 41 11 10 30 44 58 

Fteaing. 42 tl 9 2Z 38 72 

Stoke__ 41 9 13 19 38 63 

* not Mudthg test ntettfs notch 
Second cSvMon 

( 21 ) Brentford v Fuftam.—. 

pa Burnley v Bristol C8y —... 

(23) GarCsfe v GMham... 

(24) * Chesterfield v Northampton. 

(25) GffnQhamv Luton ....—. 

(20 Plymouth v Blackpool... 

(27) Preston v Southend .. 

(28) Waisafl v MOwaB... 

(29) Watford v Wrexham .. 

(30| York v Bournemouth.. 

P W D L F A 

Bristol Otf — 41 24 9 fi 65 33 

Watford..-. 41 21 14 B 61 38 


Morecambe v Northwtch. 

Rushden and Diamonds v Leek 

Southport v Stevenage. 

Woking v Cheltenham . 

Yeovil v Hednestord. 

Beirs Scottish League 
Premier tflvteton 

1 401 DuviBa Utd v Aberdeen — 

41) l-Bbemtan v Hearts.. 

42) Motherwell v Klknamock. 

43) St Johnstons v Dunlermline. 

First division 


OtoEstry.- 

Wrexham. 


Northampton.. 


Bristol B 


42 18 14 10 
41 17 14 10 
41 18 10 13 
41 18 15 10 


53 33 88 

50 48 65 

51 38 64 

45 32 63 

64 60 61 

46 45 81 

52 56 57 

Cbeaerfieid. 41 14 15 12 41 38 57 

Bournemouth.. 41 14 72 15 50 48 54 

Oldham.. 40 13 14 13 54 47 53 

Wycombe. 42 12 18 14 48 S2 52 

MfcwH_ 41 14 10 17 41 49 52 

Wgar. -.. 41 U 9 18 55 65 5f 

York . 41 12 15 14 47 54 51 

LUton_ 41 13 14 15 50 56 50 

Preston. 41 13 11 17 48 50 50 

Weiscri.. 40 13 11 16 40 46 50 

aentford. 41 to 16 15 45 62 46 


! 44J Ayr v Hamilton . 

45) Falkirk v Sorting. 

46) Greenock Morton v Si Miron , 

(47) Parbck v Airdrie -. 

(48) Raith v Dundee. 

Second division 

[49l Bredwi v Stranraer. 

l—lCfodev East File ... 


(—1 Inverness CT v Slenhousermir . 

(—j Queen of Soulh v LMngsion. 

Third division 

(—) Atoion v Ross Couvy .. 

J —) AHoa v Dumbarton. 

(—j Arbroath v Berwick.. .. 

f—j Cowdenbeath v Montrose. 

(—1 Queen's Rark v East Strifog. 


Cards issued 
P Yellow Red 


71 8 

67 3 


50 1 

53 2 


47 1 

42 2 


Plymmlh. 41 1l 12 18 49 62 45 

Burnley- 40 10 12 18 45 S3 42 

Cartels. «1 11 B 22 51 61 41 

Southend , . 41 II B 22 45 72 4) 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE' Premier dmsfcrc 
AahftwJ v Hastings, ABteratone v Tamo(to: 
Bronsgrove v Nuwotoa Burton Attfon v RothweH. 
Dorchester v Merthyr; Gloucester v Worcester City. 
Grasfey v Camtxfcba Crty; Halesowen v Bam: 
King's Lym v Stflntfxjume: St Leonards v 
Oawtey. Southern tfvfeforr Bakloc* v Erith and 
Betwdere. Bashtay v Fareham; Qevedon v Yate; 
Darttard V Cirtraiord: Fisher London v Margate: 
Newport AFC v Cirencester Town: Newport <oW v 
Re«T. TonDridga Arinofa v Havarc Trowbridge v 
Wefron-super-Mare; WaUrioowne v Weymouth; 
Witney vQndertord Mkfiand dMsion: Badwgrth v 
Bfetort Corby v Bracttey Town; Evesham v VS 
Rugby. Grarthem v Wsbecb Town, Htocfcfey uttf v 
SoftruB Bore: Paget R v Btakema. RC Warwick v 
Rounds T: Raddttcfi v Moor Green; Shqashed □ v 
KoosKffl. Stoutmdge v Swnord 
LEAGUE Of WALES: Conwy v EH*. Vale [2 Cl: 
FW Torn v Cwmbran (2ft. Havettontoest v 
Conrah's Quay (2-0). Newtown v Camara Bay 
(2.3ft: Porthmadog v Bary 1230): Rhayader Town 
v Bangor Oty (2Jft: Rirf v Coarsws (g 30). TNS v 
Aberystwyth (2.3ft; Wsidhpool v Carmarthen Town 


NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier dMstorr. Denaby v Gtesshoughton Welfare; 
EcdeshK v Ossett Town. Hafiam v Arnold, 
PfocknaB Town v Selby; North Ferriby v Hatfield 
Main; Ossal Atocm v Brigg Town, Pctaring u 
Mafiny MW: Pontefract Cols v Amvhorpe Welfare 
Sheffiald v Cmon Ashton; ThscMay v Gversedge 


Lfl=a=^w : 


Goats conceded 


BMEI 2 BKIE 5 F 


1. Manchester Utd 

2. Arsenal 

3. Leeds 

4. Leicester 

5. Liverpool 

6. Wimbledon 

7. Newcastle 
a. Coventry 
9. Chelsea 

10. Aston Villa 
It West Ham 

12. Darby 

13. Blackburn 

14. Southampton 

15 . Everton 

16. Bolton 

17 . Tottenham 

18. Crystal Palace 

19 . Sheffield Wed 

20. Barnsley 
i i* 


Ctesn Failed 
sheet to score 



Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Barnsley 
Blackburn 
Bolton 
Chelsea 
Coventry 
Crystal Palace 

Derby 

Everton 
Leeds Utd 

Leicester 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 
Newcastle 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Tottenham 
West Ham 
Wimbledon 
v 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
EUROPEAN QUALIFICATION 
The spread of key fixtures for the 
dubs to the top half of the table is 
such that the FA Carting 
Premiership title and qualification 
for European dub competitions 
will not be decided until the last 
week off the season. 

Coventry v Aston Villa (today) 

West Ham v Derby (today) 

Blackburn v Arsenal (April 13 ) 

West Ham v Blackburn (April 18) 
Coventry v Liverpool (April 19 } 
Chelsea v Liverpool (April 25 ) 

Leeds v Coventry (April 25) 

Arsenal v Derby (Aprtl 29 ) 

Chelsea v Blackburn (April 29) 
Coventry v Blackburn (May 2} 
Liverpool v West Ham (May 2) 

Leeds v Manchester Utd (May 4) 
Liverpool v Arsenal (May 6) 

Aston Vrtia v Arsenal (May 10) 

Derby v Liverpool (May 10) 

%' 


THE RELEGATION BATTLE 
Easter should clarify the rele¬ 
gation picture with six Important 
games being played — the dubs 
cm the fringes may find relative 
safety. There should be added 
drama should unfold on May 2, 
with three interesting ties. 

Barnsley v Sheffield Wed (today) 
Crystal Palace v Leicester (today) 
Southampton v Wimbled on (today) 
Newcastle v Barnsley (April 13) 
Wimbledon v Everton (April 13) 
Leicester v Southampton (April 14) 
Barnsley v Tottenham (April 18) 
Everton v Leicester (April 18) 

Everton v Sheffield Wed (April 25} 
Tottenham v Newcastle (AprB 25) 
Newcastle vLeioester {April 29) 
Barnsley v Leicester (May 2) 

Bolton v Crystal Palace (May 2) 
Wimbledon v Tottenham (May 2) 
Crystal Palace vSheff Wed (May 10) 
Tcrttenham v Southampton (May 10) 


FA PramtaraMp dubs* official wa bs f tag 


Arsenal 

AHonYBa 


wwiv^raonaLcauk 
wv w B t env an lcxo.uk 


www.TtortaMre-webj3D.uk/titel8FCJr1TML 


Sbcfcbun 

Bolton 


Leicester 
Liverpool 
Man UU 
Newcastle 
Sheffield Wod 
Southampton 
Tottenham 
west Ham 
WMitedan 


wwwjom(sj»jA 

wwwj 30 ltonwtcja.uk 

www.chet9esfc.aauk 

WWWJXfcCOJ* 

wwwjtote-fio.uk 

www.dcfcao.uk 

BVWttyrtcJTlorsnywortlcorn 

www.fofccD.uk 

WWWJCfcCOJJ* 

wwwjdcy.cojjk/spanainEinu 

wwwJwrwcasrte-uttLcauk/nute 

www-swfccoijk 

wwwjntonaouk/'-salrts 

wwwj 4 x 1 uco.uk 

vMNw.westhBmunltad.ca.uk 


TELEVISION: Today: BBCl: Football 
Focus, from 12J20pm; Match of the 
Day (FA Carting Premtarship action, 
with extended hghHghts of Arsenal v 
Newcastle United; Bolton Wanderere v 
Blackburn Flowers and Everton v Leeds 
Linked), from 10.35pm (repeated to* 
morrow at 8am) Sky Spans V 
Spanfob league (fare), from 7pm. 
Tomorrow, Channel 4: FdctoaN Italia 
flwe coverage ft AS Roms v 
Intemaztonalel from 2 . 10 pm. Sky 
Sports i: Bell's Scottish Laague 
pyetrtar dtvteion. Rangera v Gallic 
(tfire), from 3pm. 

RADIO: Today: BBC Ratflo 5 Live: 
Uve coverage of a Premrtiershtp match 
foSpat on 5, from ipm. Tomorrow, 
BBC RatSo 5 Lmb: Uve coverage ot 
Rangera v Ceftic n Sunday Short, from 

tpm. 


HYMAN LEAGUE: Premier cfcrieion: Chesham v 
Boreham Wood. DMwidi v Harrow: Enfield v 
Bromley: Gravesend and NortWteoi v hBctwr; 
Hancton v Ayiesbuy; Heybndge v Garefiafian. 
Pufleel v Baangaoke; St Afoans v Walton ad 
Hershanr. Sutton U rated v Dagenham and 
Retforidgo; Yearfing » Bishop's Srorttanj Rret 
tflvteiorc Abingdon Town v WonNng. Aldershot 
Town v RomfonJ. Barton ftwws v leafoerfiwd 
Bitericsy v Sfames. Bognor Ranis v WoUrdtara 
Otertsey v Wemttey: Croydon v Berkhamstert 
Hanlon V Thame Utd: Lhhrtdge v Motesev. 
WhytetBale v Matoerhead Second division: 
B/wrtrfm v Met Batoe. Edgwwe v Mtetfdsrontr. 
fcgham v Cheshunr. HorStem v Bedford T. 
Hwigarford v Carerey Island: Laftiton Town v 
Wvmhoe. Martov* v Bracknell'. Nonhwood v 
Baricnq; Tfibunr v Bansiaict Tooting and Mitcham 
V ChaHorn St P «er. WWiam v Windsor and Eton 
Third iftrision: Avetsy v KnMtxiiy. Cambertay 
Town v Southalt: Cteptan v ftrWftg: Croydon v 
Cwvrtfvan-Casuals. Epsom and Ewslt v Hanow. 
Hornchurch v East Thurrock; Lewes v Hemal 
Hernastead: Tung » Hertford, Was v Racforel 
Heath; Wngate and Finchley v Ford Utd 
UNI80ND LEAGUE: Premier tfivtefon; Atomcham 
v Brshtjp Auckland-. Bomber Bridge v ABreton. 
Barrow v Btyth Sparans. Boston v Leigh RM. 
Cotaum BdV v Accrington Sfaniey; FftcMey v 
Gisefey; RadcWfe v Etnley; Runcorn v Marine. 
Sparmyrnoor v Gansborough. Wrtsford v Lan- 
rastBr Fast cfivfefon: Betoer Town v Gretna. 
Button v Harrogae Town. Ccmgtton v BradfarO 
Be Aw Btstwooa Tom v A&mn United. Gita 
Harwood v Mattock Town: Trafiord v Wntley Bay. 
wrwby V Lincoln Urwed. WotWngton v Worteop 

TOMORROW 

Beirs Scottish League 
Premier division 

Rangers v Cette [4.0). 

FWHAflP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: Premier 
Ovtstorr Cork v IJCO (20) 

FA. WO MEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE: Naflorai 

SUSS? v Bradlom 120): MAwall v 
Everton [2 ft 


Ho problem, d couple 

of kifcs v)iu pocy ^r 
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tfCHES 


Vilieneuve, pushing his W illi a m s too hard, ends his morning practice session in the gravel pits. The world champion was unhurt Photograph: Enrique Marcarian 

Schumacher explores first division 


PERHAPS when things are 
perfect, practice is an unneces¬ 
sary imposition that only dis¬ 
turbs the calm. As car after car 
left the pits to start practice 
yesterday. Mika Hakkinen sat 
on a bench swinging his legs 
and charting to his mechanics 
in the McLaren garage. David 
Coulthard strolled to the pit 
wall and gazed impassively as 
McLaren’s rivals tore down 
the pit straight 

Neither man showed the 
slightest inclination to show 
off the anticipated dominance 
of their McLarens, which have 
finished the first two races of 
the season in one-two forma¬ 
tion. 

They popped out for Formu¬ 
la One’s equivalent of a morn¬ 
ing stroll, nosing slowly 
around one lap before relax¬ 
ing. With eight minutes left of 
the first session. Coulthard 
decided to flex his car's metal 
muscles for half a dozen laps. 
Hakkinen waited until the last 
five minutes to put in six 
relaxed laps. 

The McLaren drivers are 
not just confident, they — like 
the rest of Formula One — are 
clearly expecting the Argen¬ 


tine Grand Prix tomorrow to 
provide them with another 
cakewalk. 

Michael Schumacher be¬ 
lieves that his Ferrari will be 
quicker here, using new Good¬ 
year tyres on what looks to be 
a slippery Buenos Aires cir¬ 
cuit, a factor emphasised in 
the afternoon by a brief but 
heavy shower. However, real¬ 
istically. third place is still 
Schumacher's best hope, al¬ 
though he is confident of doing 
better than that M 1 expect to 
make a step forward here, 
which may even give us a 
chance to get between the 
McLaren guys.” Schumacher 
said. 

Hakkinen. who is chasing a 
fourth successive victory and 
is normally the master of 
understatement responded: “I 
don’t think they can catch us. 
They will get closer to us. for 
sure, though I don’t know by 
how much.” 

Judging by the activity in 
the two practice sessions yes¬ 
terday. his rivals are at least 
trying their best to turn this 
grand prix into some son of 
spectacle. Jacques Vilieneuve 
hurled himself into the action. 


From Kevin Eason in buenos airjes 


reeling off 20 laps until enthu¬ 
siasm overcame the grip of his 
Williams and he ended tip in 
the gravel. 

7T>e world champion and 
Heinz-Haraid Frentzen, his 
team-mate, as well as die 
ferraris, Benettons and Jor¬ 
dans. all practised for at least 


twice as many laps as the 
McLarens in the morning. 

Johnny Herbert of Great 
Britain, would have liked a 
substantial practice session. 
but the apparently bizarre 
first-lap decision of Jean Alesi, 
his Sauber partner, to go 
needlessly round his team- 


BUENOS AIRES DETAILS 


PRACTICE TIMES: 1. D Coutthard 
(G8, McLaren) 1mm 28.130sec; 2, M 
Schunacher (Ger, Ferrari) 129.114; 3, 
M Hakkinen (Fin. McLaren) 129.46$ 
4. J VKeneuve (Canada, Wfliams) 
129.61$ 5. E Irvine (Ga Ferrari) 
129.781; 6. R Schumacher (Ger. 
Jordan) 129.84$ 7, T Takagi (Japan, 
Tyrrell) 1:30.064; 8. H-H FrentZBn (Gar, 
waiiams) 1:30.317; g. D HU (GB, 
Jordan) 130.645; 10, J Atasi (Fr. 
Sauber) 1:30.85$ 11, G Flsichetta ffl. 
Benetton) 1:30.963; 12. J Herbert (GB. 
Sattoer) 131.061; 13. O Pans (Fr. 
Prost-PeugEoO 131297: 14. J Trnfl 
ffl. Prost-PeuracXJ 1:31.428; 15, fl 
8 aricheUo(8r, Stewart-Fdrd) 131.727; 
IB.- R Rosset (Br. Tyrrel-Ford) 
1:31.761; 17. A Wurz (Austria. 
Benetton) 131.850; 18, M Sato (Fin. 
Arrows-Yamaha) 132257; 19. P DWz 
(Br. Arrows-Yamaha) 132.660; 20. S 
Nakano (Japan. Minardi-Ford) 
13339$ 21. E Tuemo (Am. MtoardF 
Ford) 133.731; 22. J Magnussen 
(Den. Stewart-Fard) 134.829. 


LEADING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
POSITIONS: Drivers: 1. Hakkinen 
20ptz; 2. Couthard 12; 3, Frentzen 6 
pcs. 4. Schumacher 4; 5. Irvine, and 
Wurz; 6, VUeneuve 2. 7. Herbert and 
Ftacheka 1 pL Constructors: 1. 
McLarervMercedes 32pts; 2. WSiams- 
Mecachrome 8; 3. Ferrari 7; 4,' 
Benetfon-Mecachrome 4: 5. Sauber- 
Petronas 1. 

GRANDS PRIX TO COME- Tomor¬ 
row: Argentine (Buenos Aires). April 
26: San Marino (Imola). May 10: 
Spanish (Barcelona). May 24: Monaco 
(Monle Carlo), .tone r. Canadian 
(Montreal). June 2& French (Magny- 
Cours). Jidy 12 British (Sftrerstona). 
July 26: Austrian (Zeltweg). August 2 
German (Hoctonheim). August 16: 
Hungarian (Budapest). August 30: 
Belgian (Spa-Francorcnamps). 
September 12 ttafian (Monza). 
September 27: Luxembourg 
(Nurturgrino). November 1: Japa¬ 
nese (Suzlkb). 


mate on the tightest part of the 
circuit put paid to that as they 
collided and went off. Herbert 
had to kill time while his car 
was checked, while Alesi 
abandoned the session 
because of damage to his car. 

Hie Jordans of Damon Hill 
and Ralf Schumacher 
emerged sporting new side 
wmglets — looking like the 
handles on a bobsleigh — in 
an attempt to find more grip. 
This circuit has a series of 
tight comers that could pro¬ 
vide some overtaking opportu¬ 
nities for the drivers that can 
brake hard and late and still 
stay on the track. 

Esteban Tuero, Formula 
One's newest driver, made an 
inauspicious start in horn of 
his home crowd. Tuero is only 
just old enough to vote and 
looks even younger. 

Much is expected of the 
19year-old as Argentina looks 
for a future world champion to 
follow in the footsteps of the 
great Fangio and Carlos 
Reutemann. They may have to 
wait for a while yet. though, as 
Tuero’S Minardi is a very long 
way off the pace here. 

Yesterday, Tuero did not get 


mud) of a chance to show his 
countrymen what he could do, 
for two minutes into the first 
session, he spun gracefully. 
Worse was to come. The 
shower that temporarily 
drenched the circuit encour¬ 
aged Tuero to come out first on 
wet tyres for afternoon 
practice. 

He was being chased by 
Frentzen. who. apparently 
blinded by spray, braked too 
late and charged into the rear 
of the Minardi. The walk back 
to the pits was long but 
followed by enthusiastic ap¬ 
plause as though the diminu¬ 
tive Argentinian was some¬ 
how still the hero of the hour. 

Back on the track, the 
McLarens made another brief 
appearance, just long enough 
for Coulthard to go fastest 
while Hakkinen, who did 
fewer laps than any of the 
other leading contenders, was 
third, behind Michael Schu¬ 
macher, with Vilieneuve 
fourth and Eddie Irvine fifth. 

So the German had man¬ 
aged to come between the 
McLarens. in practice at least 
The question is. can he do it 
again tomorrow? 


HOCKEY: ENGLISH CLUBS MAKE CONVINCING START IN MEN’S AND WOMEN'S EUROPEAN TOURNAMENT FINALS 


Teddington look the part Slough make perfect start 


NICK CONWAY scored twice 
as Teddington enjoyed a fine 
stan in the European Cup 
Winners' Cup with a 3-1 
victory o y cr Stroitel Brest of 
Belarus, at Den Bosch. Hol¬ 
land yesterday. 

Teddington. who were 
quicker into their stride, went 
tihead with Conway's first 
goal in ihe 21st minute. Al¬ 
though Stroitel then offered 
■qiffer opposition. McGuire 
pur Teddington further ahead 
ihree minutes into the second 
half by converting a penalty 
niroke. Six minutes later, Con¬ 
way rounded off a combined 
raid with his second goal. 

Vital), in the Stroitel goal, 
made several smart saves to 
prevent his side from conced- 
inc further goals and only two 
minutes remained when 
Yieteheslav scored a consofa- 
nun goal- Today. Teddington 
will face a suffer test against 


FOOTBALL 
FA Carting Premiership 


MANUTD ID 1 UVERTOOL U 
'ifnsen i’ Own 36 

'' Swii Jit. M Owen rtJMJrpcoff *0 

Nationwide League 
First division 


CHARLTON 

6 

'.katana 44 
Tv-cohi 79 


Second division 


(2) 3 READING 
142M 


BRISTOL R 

-jni3Ul31 
Pudk 45.5I.M 


(3) 5 WIGAN 
6.038 


WYCOMBE 11) 1 MM** » 1 

VflHl' USB 90 

- 

iiniBOND LEAGUE Premier dhnskto: 
i,si^,pAuc+iand 1 Bytti Spartans 1. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE north league 
Fi/sf djwsion: Jaro* Roofing i South 

,n yixirv 0 Mflkshafn 2 

rnureday’sia* results . 

FA1 HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE. Piema 

KUn- DroflheJSOShamt^ 1 
^ONTIN S LEAGUE PfWt** diriwon. 

aRNOTT wsurance northleague: 

division: Tow Lw 1 RIM 
?SaSfioHEB CUP: GIMP*"®'*®* 
'T/Hma (Bn i Amenca (Me*) 
y , ' O. Ir Plate [Aral 2 Ationza |P»u) 0. 
oSfffSS ' Colon lArgi 1 

3 


By Sydney Frjskin 

Ekaterinburg, the Russian 
dub. who defeated Pocztowiec, 
of Poland, 2-0. 

At Brasschaat, in Belgium. 
Reading, too, made an encour¬ 
aging start m the B division of 
the European club champion¬ 
ship. beating WAG of Austria, 
by 6-2 after trailing 2-1 at 
half-time. 

Reading snatched the lead 
in the eighth minute with a 
goal by Oscroft from a short 
comer, but the Austrians re¬ 
taliated with goals from Fi¬ 
scher and Mayer. Seven 
minutes into the second half. 
Ashdown levelled for Reading 
from a short comer and. 
increasing their workrate. 
Reading took control of the 
match. 

Peam put them 3-2 ahead in 
the 45th minute. Jon Wyatt 
increased the advantage three 


SCHOOLS MATCHES: Ourtwn Undar-13 
festive* GmveshBm 4 HUf tt OervwnlSda 1 
Bradtort 0. LUon 0 Aflertale 3 
GERMAN LEAGUE: Kascretertem 1 
Borussa Oorlmund 1: VfL Boctium 1 Hsnsa 
Rasta* 3 

Q Offer matches postponed. 

baseball ~~ 

AMERICAN LEAGUE- Texas U Ojcogo 
Whue So* 0. Bdwwa 2 Kansas Qty 1. 
Mteiesola 13 Toronto 2. Postponed: 

Demon v Tampo Bay _. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Atlanta 4 
3 Chc3gDCu&sBNTMels7.SflnDiOToS 
CteSraum 2. Montreal fi. Mfrp a»Tg 

Lou« 7 Colorado 5. Lea 

2- Houston 3 San Francisco 1 Po^ponaa: 
PhjjdetpPa v-FJonda 

basketball 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA), tore# 
1Q2 Washington 83. Wana 1W Atfenfe 

103 Daito 101. D««er 128 Sflqamertp 

103- Houston 83 Gotten Slate 89: PcnJand 
»LACnpF«r5» 

BOWLS 

njtfiEUJ- wash Lattes 

titu BjSnlbarfO 

WShams (Dtnetwri br W &ra05 

6-7 7P.7-4.ADawtes(Liane*ilWPJte|u« 

ujpwnonr 7-6.5-r, 7-4. J Dawes lOawj W 

SBSAMaws®® 

^hLiTaSerVMVvdH) (4U Tamer (Hotter) 
& iFfrflti) tal M tan 
iTail EM 7 " 7-6 Sec 0 ™ 1 round: Mmjan 


minutes later, from a short 
comer, and further goals by 
Todd and Slay, also from a 
short comer, completed the 
scoring. 

Reading will be confident of 
success today when they play 
Partille, of Sweden, who lost 
to SKA Samara, of Russia, 
yesterday. 

England, who are defend¬ 
ing their under-18 title in the 
six-nations tournament at 
Milton Keynes, suffered a 
setback yesterday against 
Germany, who won a tight 
match 2-1 after taking the lead 
after 13 minutes through 
Oliver HentscheL Two min¬ 
utes before the interval, Philip 
Sully, a substitute, squared 
the match, but England could 
fnmd no answer to Matthias 
Witthaus’s 45th-minute effort 
for the German dub. In the 
girl's event. England also went 
down 2-1 to Germany. 


Glamorgan) bt M Rosser (Pontardawe) 7-3, 
7-fi. Quarter-finals: Morgan U Dawes 7-3. 
7-6: Jones W 74, 7-3. MAns bye. 

Darton ft Edwards 7-1. 7-2 SouHlnals: 

Jones M Merger 7-0, 7-2. Datvan tx 
MiHm 2-7. 7-4, 7-1 Rrat Jones bt 
DarSon 7-3. 7-3 

CYCUNG ~ 

VITORIA. Spam: Tow of the Basque 
Country: Fourth stage (Vtena-Vteaa 
187Km)- 1. A BS (It) (Casmo) 5hr I4mn 
tOsec; 2. L Jftlabw IFOa same me, 3. F 
CasurnrOe (H), 4. B 3»g fSwtn, S, P 
LanbancM (h) dl at same tnw. Owarafl 
standings'. i.*l Cuasta (So) 15hr IBmfe 
2&0X 2. Jaifltol Bl 51sec, 3, CasagrandB, 
4. V Be# (H) beeft same time. 

CRICKET 

Triangular tournament 

Pakistan v Sri Lanka 

PAWL (p&tetan wort loss). Pabsan teal 
SnUnhaby ilCruB 
PAKISTAN: 248 (Ijaz Ahmad 65. Sated 
Anwar 53) 

SfU LANKA 

5 T Jjyasurtya ibw b Waqar ...8 

tfl S Kaluwrarana c FtesNd 6 Akram 18 
r s Mahanama bw & AJoam . . 7 

PA do S*«b Rasak . ... 31 

•A Ranatirga to* b Waqar.2 

DRMJavaiardanpiynoul .. 11 

H D P K Dharmasena c YOusaf 

b Mohammad.17 

y 0 C Chottana c Rashid 

0 \Nwm Ataam _ . ..23 

|ui Mwattheron c Shahid b A2tiar. 0 

KRRchpafcuiBrabAzhar.... .0 

K S C dB SBva not on . . _0 

Extras (lb & w 15. nb 1).. . 22 

Total (34.2 (were) ---- 139 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-19.2-39.347. 4^4, 
5-gi. 6-83, 7-12$ 8-132.9-132. 

BOWLING, itesim Afcran 75-1-24-3; 
Wagar Ybutie 7-041-2. Azhar Mahmood 
10-1-27-2. AbdU Ffezzsk 50-16-1: 
Monfflimod hfcssain 54K25-1 
Umpires W A Diaferks end C J MitcNey 


SLOUGH swept to a convinc¬ 
ing victory in their opening 
match of the women’s Euro¬ 
pean championship A division 
when they defeated Don- 
chanka Volgodonsk. from 
Russia. 6-1 at Southgate Hock¬ 
ey Centre yesterday. 

It was the perfect start for 
the English champions, who 
know that they will rarefy 
have a better chance of achiev¬ 
ing their ambition of becom¬ 
ing the first British club to win 
the title. Hesitant and nervous 
early on, they struggled to 
break down the Russians, who 
showed impressive anticipa¬ 
tion in defence mixed with 
some robust marking and 
tackling. 

But Sarah Kelleher, who 
had an outstanding game in 
midfield, settled Slough’s 
nerves with a seventh-minute 
strike from a penalty comer 
and then Julia Robertson fin- 


RECORD 


_ ICE HOCKEY 

GERMANY: Euopean )untor champton- 
ShlpK Group B: Great Britain 1 Donnarti 5 
Great Britan now taco France n relegation 

«AL LEAGUE (NHL): Boston 4 NY 
Handera 1; Caroms 5 Toronto 2 DetroS 5 
Phoenix 1; Flonda 3 Pbfadelpna 2 Ottawa 
4 Pittsburgh 1, SI LOUS 3 Chicago 2 
Vancouver 6 Calgary 3. Edmonton 4 Los 
Angetes 0; San Jose 5 Anaheim 2. 

RUGBY UNION 

AIBed Dunbar Premiership 
FhstdMsion 

Bath 13 Saracens 29 

Sadi: Try: Ade&ayc. Con: Catted Pens. 
Cdted 2 Saracens Tries: Pienaar, R 
WMbce. Cons: Lynag1)2. Pena: lynagh 5. 
Art H , mn 

Richmond 43 Bristol 3 

Hchmcn d; Trios: Chapman 3, C Qimnell 
2 Batsman. Brown. Cons: A Dartes '4 
Bristol Pen: Hul 

P W D L F A Pto 

Newcastle 15 14 0 1 455 267 28 

Saracens 17 14 0 3 462 309 28 

Bath 1511 0 4 444 311 22 

Ifyygpr 15 9 1 5 403 305 19 

Gtaucoger 


Northampron 15 7 


17 8 1 B 381 408 17 


Rttunond 17 7 0 10 404 367 14 

Hartequtos 18 7 0 9 390 440 14 

Safe 15 6 1 8 411 385 13 

Wteps 15 4 011 321 428 fl 

Linton Irish 16 4 0 12 320 517 fl 

Bristol 17 2 015 269 5B8 4 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
JJB Super League 

Hifl 8 London 4 

HUS Sharks: Try: Johnson Goat HaQas 
London Broncos: Try: Chapman Alt 
&388 

St Helens IB Wfcafl 38 

St Hotels: Trias: Hater. Manyn. Newlove 
Goals: GoUOng 3 Mgan Warriors: Tries: 


. By Cathy Harris 

ished off a neat corner routine 
involving four switches in the 
28th minute. The two-goal 
cushion gave Slough the confi¬ 
dence to push forward with 
greater conviction after the 
restart 

Kelleher made U M) with a 
fierce shot five minutes in to 
the second period, but Slough 
were then briefly frustrated by 
the Donchanka goalkeeper. 
Oxana Boiko, who made a 
series of superb saves. It could 
not last however. Sue Mac¬ 
Donald added the fourth after 
46 minutes, Karen Brown 
converted a penalty stroke and 
then Jane Smith flicked in 
Slough’s eighth penalty comer 
to complete an emphatic vic¬ 
tory. Olga Ouchkova scored a 
consolation goal six minutes 
from time. 

Slough’s next opponents to- 


Comoly. Gflmour. P Johnson. RadOnskL 
RobkHon, Smfih. Goals: Farol 7 Alt 
11,414 

Wamngton 4 Sotted 37 

Wankwnn Wolves; Try: Kohe-Uxe. SaJ- 
fenl Beds; Trias; Ropere 2. Bradbuy- 
Broa tfeent. Fort»f, HuVne, Naylor Goals: 
Craropaan 4 Dropped goat CrornpCOri Alt 
5567. 

Rrst division 

tW rin m n 32 Leigh 22 

Swrinton Lions: Triatt M Barrow 2, Gardand 
2, Camon, S Casey Goals: Gartfend 4 
Laigh Certurions Tries: Haderoft 2. Hri. 
Munay. Wngliett Goal: WtogteM JUt 
1546 

Second division 

Barrow 26 WUMngton 10 

Barrow Barter Ratters: Tries Kerr 4. 
Hutton. Goals: Maiwood 2. Carter 
WoMnnton Town: Tries: Hghton. W8- 
bams GoaL Fisher Air 1.74ft 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL LEAGUE: Wte3- 

an Suhrts 4 Stewv Oty 22 ; AdaaitJe 8 
Gold Coast 18; Nswcastfo 24 Cranula 10. 
Apcktett Wtelors IB Metoournc Sram 1Z 

SNOOKER ~ 

PLYMOUTH PAVDONS; British Opea 
Fourth round N Foulds (Eng) bt D Dafe 
(White} 5-4; G Parana (En^ MM King 
r&^T5-2: S Hendry pcott bt D Harott 
(Eng) 5-3. M warns (Wales) « G 
Wftmson (End 54. Quarter-ftnate: J 
Higgins (Scott bt Pcrtms 5-4. K Doherty 
(lre)blFcftidsS-1. 

TENNIS 

MADRAS: Gold Flake Opart Second 
round P Rafter (Aus) t* I Heuberger 
(Swte) 5-2.64; L Paes (Indfl) bl J Golmad 
(Fr) 7-6. 2-6. 3-1 ni A Pare! (Horn) bl A 
Betobrettto (Aus) &4. &$ M'CVstrom (Swe) 
or O Deleftm (Fr) 7-6. 6-3: T Woodbndge 
(Aus) bl CCarattt (to 6-7.62. GStrires 
|Fi) bt B Becter (Get) 4-ft 63, 62; M 
Waodkxde (Aus) U R SOviBar (Get) 64. 
6ft L Burosnteter (Ger) bt A demerit (Fr) 
63.62 


day in pool B are Lorenzoni, 
the Italian champions, who 
were crushed 7-0 by the seven- 
times former champions. 
HGC from Holland. 

in pool A. Edinburgh La¬ 
dies fought back to earn a 
point against the Spanish 
champions. Real Sodedad 
when VaJ Neil hammered in a 
56th-menure penalty comer 
goal to steer them to a 2-2 
draw. The Scottish team took 
an early lead through Fiona 
Pearson, but Sodedad re¬ 
sponded by scoring twice 
within a minute to lead 2-1 at 
the break. 

Hightown’S prospats of re¬ 
taining their status in the A 
division at the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup in Leuven, Bel¬ 
gium. look slim after they 
slumped to a 7-1 defeat in 
their opening match against 
Dinamo Sumy, from Lithua¬ 
nia. who led 4-0 at half-time. 


LISBON: Estoril Oporu Rrol round: F 
DtftlVul (Bel) a R Fromteg (Aus) 7-6.63: 
F MeUgeni (Br) bl N Marques (Por) 63 60 
Second round: F Mamffla (Sip) bt A 
Gaucisra 1-6 7-6. KAIarrt (Mor) bt 
S Dosodd (Cq 64. 4* 7* T Muster 
(Austral U MsAgere 7-5, a Cooa (Sp) 
B J Now* (Cz) 61.64; C Cosa (Sp) bt J A 
VSoca (5p) 62.3^, 62, C Moyfi (Sp) B M- 
K Giriner (Gw) 6-3,9-2. J A Mam (Sp] ts J 
Atortso (Sp) 6-2.6-4 A Berasategw (Sp) bt 
DewiA 64.67.7-5. 

HONG KONG: Salem Opwc Second 
round: G PoezJ (HI bt D Pmosl (Ger) 6-4. 
7-6: SLareau (Can) bt D Nssnr (Can) 7-6i 
6-3:0 Bvrfea (Spl tt MDarnm (Crl 6-4.6 
4. K Carisen (Den) Dt G Gram (US) 66 7-6. 
6-4; N Godwn (5A) bt G Mrionua (Japan) 
63.4-6.66. B Stock (Zim) bl C Vinck (Gs) 
61.62. Oiartar-tinalK T Johansscn (Sue) 
bl S Stole (Albj 7-6.7-5; B Black (Zm) bl 
Pttza 6-4.6-0: Carisen bl Godwn 7-5.6-1. 
Laraau bl O Bumeza (Sp)6.l. 7-6 
TELFORD: LTA 16 and under national 
Championships: Boys Semi-finals L 
DridE (Somerset) bt 5 Loctowcd (S^lofc) 
63, 62: B Rby (Yotehee) B J Nefeon 
(Nortoumberiandl 62, 61 final: 
CMds bt Rb/61.7-5 GMs SemUrteK H 

a jNBtmghomshmfl hr H Far 
67. 64, 7-5; C Sod (Leceoer- 
H Keahawng (Mttdteseto 7-5,6 
3 finat Seal M Raa^jy 63,62 
DOHA, Qatar ATP Senior Tour of 


6-2.10-3, JMr£nroe (US) MH Leconte (Fil 
63, 64. Y Noah (Fr) bt M Bahrami (Han) 
64,63. 

AMELIA ISLAf®. Florida; WTA event 


(Rom) 61.62, C Mertifez (Sp) bl A Mia 
(US) 84, 63. J Capra* (US) bt B Schec 
(Ausma) 62, 6-3 Third round: A 
Kamtota (Rlss) bl P SOhnyder (SmB) 6 
1. 6-3. htepb (Cro) bt Capitel &4, 61; T 
Snyder (LSI bl R McOuUan (Aue) 67.62. 
61. L Raymond/uS) W M Setefi (IS) 7-6,6 
4; Goetsr b R Dragom* fftenl 6-4.67.6 
0; Mantoe: (Sp) bt m a Sancnez Lorenzo 
Gp) 63.6V LDawpon p^) tt B Pautos 
(Aiotria) 7-5. &-*: P«rce bt E Ukhowisna 
(Run) 64.61 



Circuit length: 
Race- distance: 
1997 fastest lap 
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40 SPORT 


Hard work ethic and fervent desire go down well at Kingsholm 


Hill’s clear 
view brings 
best out of 
Gloucester 


O ne sigpi of advancing 
years is to see players 
once perceived as divi¬ 
sive bridging a void (t is 
a curiously comforting emotion, 
not feast for the evident integrity in 
a game that, day by day, unearths 
more conflict, more bizarre ways of 
wounding its own image. 

Richard Hill has changed little 
since he emerged as a student from 
Exeter University 13 years ago. The 
hair, then short, is now fashionably 
shaved, the grin has the confidence 
of achievement behind it, as a 
player, coach, husband, father — 
but the intensity remains, the 
fervent desire to carry himself and 
his club forward. 

Back then, the club was Bath. 
Now. it is Gloucester, where Hill. 
36, has been director of rugby for 
nearly three seasons. The two seem 
made for each other, even though 
Hill, as a scrum half, took immense 
satisfaction in Bath's victories at 
Kingsholm. ftrhaps it is to do the 
work ethic, which is so strong a 
part of the Gloucester make-up and 
which Hill personifies. 

Today, Gloucester stand in the 
way of Newcastle's match to the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership tide. 
Not many months ago, few would 
have expected the West Country¬ 
men to form much of a hurdle, but 
Hill has been at the forefront of the 
administrative hard core that has 
taken the culture of a proud, 
definitively-English club and 
moved it into the professional era. 

In so doing, be has helped to give 
a great rugby area back its pride 
and has advanced England's cause 
with his development of home¬ 
grown talent His dub is part of 
English First-Division Rugby, 
which has been at odds with the 
Rugby Football Union (RFU): the 
owner of his dub — Tom Walkin- 
shaw, the Scot who created the 
Arrows Formula One team — is 
chairman of the dubs’ negotiating 
panel that will strive this month to 
lay conflict to rest Yet Hill is also 
England A coach and, in that sense, 
in direct line of succession behind 
Clive Woodward as national coach. 

One wonders if. in fact, such 
individuals as HiU and Andy 
Robinson, his old colleague from 
Bath, see the problems of the 
English game more dearly than 
those at the top of the administra¬ 
tive mountain. If any dub has 
found its way by degrees into the 
new era. step by patient step rather 
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than hoping to resolve every diffi¬ 
culty at a stroke, it is Gloucester, 
true, they might not have done so 
but for Walkinshaw’s cash, but 
they remain an object lesson for 
more pretentious rivals. 

It has helped HHJ that he has 
known bad times: suspension by 
the RFU when he captained the 
England team that lost a disgrace¬ 
ful match with Wales in 1987: 
dismissal from the field the next 
year in a club match; the bitter 
disappointment when, at the end of 
his playing days in 1994, Bath could 
find no coaching role for him. His 
personal revision of his goals, has. 
however, been a blessing for 
Gloucester, who are notoriously 
parochial in their acceptance of 
outsiders. 

“My move here was enforced, 
but. with hindsight it was the best 
thing that could have happened," 
Hill said. “1 suppose what I 
brought with me from Bath was the 
knowledge of how to win, which 
I’m dying to instil into Gloucester’s 
players, and the responsibility of 
the individual to do most of the 
work himself. 

“Since their appearance in the 
1990cup final. Gloucester had been 
a dub in free fall. The players, and 
this is true of other dubs, seemed to 
expect the coaches to spoon-feed 
them, to provide them with the 
structure for skills training, fitness 
training, to do all the video work. 

“I shouldn't have to stand over 
them to make sure they do that, 
they should have done it chem- 
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Hill looks forward to further success for his dub after victory in die Cheltenham and Gloucester Cup 


selves before I begin a technical 
session. My philosophy is to do it 
yourself.’* 

This is the old HiU speaking, the 
man of200 passes a day during his 
international career of 29 England 
appearances, the grafter who 
turned himself into a natural. But 
the same approach has an im¬ 
mense appeal to the Gloucester 
membership, in a city where unem¬ 
ployment has been high and where 


the rugby club’s success or failure 
means so much to the man and 
woman in the street 
Hill has entered into that rela¬ 
tionship. The mail box. he reflects, 
has not been overflowing of late, 
which must mean that he is doing 
something right Indeed, only eight 
days ago, Gloucester collected their 
first silverware for years, appropri¬ 
ately in the shape of file Chelten¬ 
ham and Gloucester Cup, which 


they won by beating Bedford. It 
may not be among the most sought- 
after trophies in the English game, 
but it will lift his players. 

“It's vitally important you don't 
change the culture drastically." 
Hill said. “We must keep the 
Gloucester identity, but we have 
had to go overseas to compete. The 
members understood that and, 
when we signed Philippe Saint- 
Andre from France, followed by 


Terry Fanotua from Western Sa¬ 
moa and Richard Tombs from 
Australia, people felt the club could 
look forward rather than constant¬ 
ly back over its shoulder. 

"I wouldnt enjoy coaching a 
cosmopolitan side — there have to 
be certain values a dub retains, a 
certain psychology and method in 
the way a side plays — but wed 
have been poorer without the input 
of the overseas players. 


“We can’t be closeted in our own 
little world, we have to learn from 
other cultures — as long as you 
keep the balance right. We're 
playing in an English league and 
it’s important that the vast majority 
of players we produce are English." 

It could be Woodward or Fran 
Cotton talking, yet Hill believes 
that what is right for his dub is also 
right for England, that there is a 
halfway house that permits the 
identification of local talent — such 
as Rob Jewell, the young Glouces¬ 
ter wing — alongside Saint-Andre. 
the former France captain. 

He is patently enjoying the 
Kingsholm experience. It is, he 
says, a spooky feeling when sup¬ 
porters write in dissecting his team 
in a way the Bath regulars- never 
did. bur he feels at one with the 
vociferous Shed. Joshua, his son, 11, 
has turned into a true cherry-and- 
white supporter, while Karen, his 
wife, and Natalie, 9, offer a 
properly feminine perspective on 
the game. The family home re¬ 
mains in Bath, the trip to and from 
giving HiU “thinking time". OF the 
bridges, perhaps, that he has 
crossed. 


‘He has restored a great rugby area’s 
pride and furthered England’s cause’ 
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Title ambition 
buried under 
wasted chances 


HAVING work¬ 
ed so hard last 
year to win the 
championship 
outright it is 
disappointing to 
find Wasps so 
near the bottom 
of the table. 

What we 
achieved last 
season was 
through the 
hard-work ethic 
and we were 
delighted to 
gain a tangible 
reward for our 
efforts. Many 
people, includ¬ 
ing myself, have 
benefited from 
our collective 
success, the only 
exception, sur¬ 
prisingly. being Nigel Melville, 
the coach. 

This season, we were optimis¬ 
tic but certainly not complacent 
Defending oar title was never 
going to be easy. We increased 
die squad by recruiting Mark 
Weedon. Simon Shaw and 
Trevor Leota to bolster the tight 
five. The ambition has always 
been to become better and better, 
as Bath and the All Blacks have 
shown year-in, year-out Striving 
for excellence is the hallmark of 
all great sides, but for us, for a 
number of reasons, this season 
has been different 

We started well in Europe and 
wenr into the league with high 
expectations, but we suffered a 
sens of defeats 
that undermined 
our confidence, 
allied to which we 
had a number of 
injuries to key 
players in key 
positions, such as 
Rob Henderson, Nick Green- 
stock. Andy Gomarsall and Alex 
King. We have-lost most of the 
back line at one time or another, 
but every dub has those prob¬ 
lems and I am not looking for 
excuses. You can blame the 
structure of the season or interna¬ 
tionals. but ultimately you have 
to start taking responsibility 
yourself and appreciate that we 
have underperformed in a 
number of games. 

Last year, we had die ability to 
win games when we did not play 
so well. We were cool under 
pressure and scored points when 
we needed to. The commitment 
and enthusiasm cannot be fault¬ 
ed this year, despite some poor 
results. Where we have fallen 
down is by not taking our 
chances and not finishing our 
good work. In rugby now. you 
spend a lot of time without die 
bah, so ball retention and conti¬ 


nuity have be¬ 
come the key to 
success. 

Our past few 
games have 
been typical. We 
dominated the 
second half at 
Newcastle on 
Tuesday, yet 
came away with 
only 13 points. 
Sooner or later, 
we need to start 
wanning. We are 
certainly not 
going to panic, 
but obviously 
we would tike to 
be at the other 
end of the table. 

We have sev¬ 
en games left 
five of which are 
at home, start¬ 
ing with Harlequins tomorrow. 
Then we meet Newcastle. 
Leicester, Northampton and 
Bath at Loftus Road and Safe 
and Richmond away. None of 
these will be easy games. The 
encouraging thing is that our 
performances are improving — 
but that is not enough. We have 
to start gating two points. That is 
imperative. 

Now we have reached the cup 
final, a game that everyone will 
want to play in. that should have 
a positive effect on our league 
performances. It will galvanise 
the squad and give everyone 
something to aim at. 

We continue under the as¬ 
sumption that there will be two 
teams going up 
and two down 
this season. We 
want to ensure 
that we stay up 
through our own 
endeavours, not 
through a change 
of the rules. The political battles 
that are going on seem to have 
new twists and turns every day. 
so we can nothing for granted. 

Now that Saracens have 
beaten Bath at home and away, 
everyone assumes it is a two- 
horse race for the championship, 
but if this year has shown 
anything, it is that anyone can 
win on their day. Newcastle are 
in the driving seat, with Saracens 
right behind than. The team that 
keeps calm under pressure will 
win. Newcastle and Saracens 
have shown in beating us and 
Bath respectively that they have 
the knack of winning games 
when they have been dominated 
for long periods. That is the 
mettle of champions. 

When you are not going well, 
you either face up to the chal¬ 
lenges or run away. 1 am learn¬ 
ing ail the time and 1 relish the 
challenges to come. 



i Sooner or later 
we need to 
start winning? 


Pride of the valleys keep red flag flying high 


Small village clubs remain the lifeblood of rugby in Wales. Gerald Davies pays 
tribute to two that are on the verge of making history in the Swalec Cup today 


Supporters launch 
Yates appeal fund 

By Our Sports Staff 


L ast Sunday, the M4, 
which on quieter days 
delivers casual sight¬ 
seers towards the subdued 
delights of Stow-on-the-Wold, 
Westward Ho! and Ilfra¬ 
combe, was transformed into 
an artery carrying a full-scale 
exodus from Wales. Coaches, 
emblazoned with red scarves 
and the flag of the red dragon 
ensured that there should be 
no mistake about their desti¬ 
nation, nor their purpose. 

They came from Narberth 
in the west or Ceredigion, 
slightly to the nonh and. 
thereafter, from all points 
eastwards to the border and 
beyond. Since the game 
against France was at Wem¬ 
bley, with a capacity of 72.000 
— 20.000 more than Cardiff 
Arms Park — there were men, 
women and children who 
could enjoy the outing. 

No country in the world. I 
suggest- can boast a loyalty to 
rugby as those who. three 
times this season, have filled 


the great North London stadi¬ 
um. This at a time, and for 
well over a decade past when 
Wales, through administra¬ 
tive argument and dissension, 
has seen this devotion severely 
tested. Yet for all this, the 
passion for rugby refuses to 
diminish. 

Whence does this affirma¬ 
tion and fidelity, surprising 
and inspiring as it is, come? It 
springs from the villages and 
small clubs ihat adorn Wales 
with a rich patchwork of the H 
motive: on every free expanse 
of grass, goalposts announce 
this realty to rugby. 

This will be unambiguously 
on show today at Maes 
Dafydd. There, Seven Sisters, 
a small village north-east of 
Neath, will give a warm 
welcome to Gamdiffaeth. who 
are neighbours of Pontypool. 


In other words, a good, old- 
fashioned west versus east 
tussle. This is a confrontation 
between two clubs in the 
Welsh League fourth division; 
Seven Sisters are in fourth 
position, Gamdiffaeth eighth. 

So what is the big deal about 
this particular game? For the 
first time in the 26-year history 
of the Cup competition, spon¬ 
sored now by Swalec. a club 
not from the higher echelons 
of Welsh rugby is assured of 
reaching the semi-finals. Dur¬ 
ing the 26 tournaments so far. 
only 12 teams have reached the 
semi-final stage and all have 
come from the premier or first 
division |or their equivalent). 
Llanelli lead the way with 19 
appearances in the last four, 
front Cardiff (15), Swansea (13) 
and Aberavon (11). 

Both Seven Sisters and 


Gamdiffaeth have beaten 
teams from higher divisions. 
The former have beaten 
Tredegar and Cross Keys 
while the latter, who celebrate 
their 75th anniversary, took 
the scalps of Llanharan and 
Rumney. More significantly, 
and following in the footsteps 
of Penclawdd (who knocked 
Newport off their pedestal in 
1980) and St Refer* (who 
pulled Cardiff down a peg or 
rwo in 1993). the Gwent dub 
dispatched Bridgend in the 
fourth round. 

With the present knee-jerk 
speculation surrounding the 
future of Kevin Bowling, the 
Wales coach, the bookmakers 
are even offering odds of 100-1 
on Adrian Herbert, the Gam¬ 
diffaeth coach, to take over the 
national post 

Village rugby is the lifeblood 


of the game and, after the loss 
of heavy industry, the rugby 
dub stands as the focal point 
of the small communities. 
Both Seven Sisters and 
Gamdiffaeth have popula¬ 
tions of no more than a couple 
of thousand, most of whom, 
you imagine, will be on the 
touchline today. It is a proud 
and honourable tradition that 
the instant and hasty change 
to professionalism has put 
under pressure. 

“All our players get the 
same payment" David Watts, 
the Seven Sisters secretary, 
said. “We pay E40 for a win. 
that's all. But only in the 
league. Tomorrow our players 
will play for what our jersey 
represents and for the glory 
that lies ahead. We arc what 
we are, a village club serving 
our people. We pay what we 


can afford. Some clubs have 
ambitions which exceed their 
income. 

“Eighty per cent of our team 
come from the village. The 
sots, the fathers and grand¬ 
fathers played for us. Our 
committee works on a volun¬ 
tary basis." Operating at this 
level, the heart of Welsh rugby 
takes over as purposefully and 
faithfully as ever. This is the 
nursery of the game. It is the 
irregular beat elsewhere that 
presents the problem. 

Professionalism in rugby, 
despite the “boor" money of the 
past, is a concept not easily 
assimilated in Wales, where 
the ties or emotion and the 
sfrong sense of identity are. for 
the moment, a truer source of 
inspiration than the coldness 
of an impersonal contract. 

If there is discord elsewhere, 
at least Seven Sisters and 
Gamdiffaeth know where 
they stand and can live harmo¬ 
niously. Until 230 pm this 
afternoon. 


BATH supporters have laun¬ 
ched an appeal fund for Kevin 
Yates, the prop forward. Yates 
is serving a six-month Rugby 
football Union (RFU) suspen¬ 
sion for biting the ear of 
Simon Fenn during a Tetley 5 
Bitter Cup match against 
London Scottish in January. 

The ban sidelined Yates for 
England's entire Five Nations 
Championship campaign and 
a demanding southern hemi¬ 
sphere summer tour featuring 
international matches against 
Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa. He is consider¬ 
ing a High Court appeal and 
Bath supporters have pledged 
to contribute towards his legal 
casts. 

“As a result of numerous 
requests from members. Bath 
Rugby Supporters’ Club has 
opened a fond to aid Kevin 
Yates," a statement issued by 


Bath supporters said. "Kevin 
has always robustly main¬ 
tained his innocence, but the 
costs of trying to clear his 
name are horrendous." 

Yates is eligible to return on 
July 10, but faces the daunting 
prospect of rebuilding his 
career after being found guflty 
of such jserious allegations. 
Fenn, an Australian flanker, 
required 28 stitches, although 
he has resumed playing. 

The incident received world¬ 
wide attention, the entire Bath 
front row of Yates. Federico 
Mendez and Victor Ubogu 
originally being cited by 
London Scottish as they 
demanded action. 

Citation papers against 
Mendez and Ubogu were sub¬ 
sequently scrapped and Yates 
was then suspended on full 
pay by hrs club pending the 
RFU nearing. 
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Seeing those two wings 
reminds me, 



The quintessential 
speciality n Je. 
A perfect combination 
of smoothness and 
strength, with n subtle 
blend of flavours. 

A most 
gratifying 
Ale. 
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RUGBY UNION STATISTICS 


ATTACK 

This table ranks elute in the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership first division in terms of most 
points, tries and penalty goals scored. The 
fourth category is the percentage in which 
they have scored tries. The best overall side in 


individual categories. 

PoWs Tries 

1 Berth 29.60 (2) 3 44(2) 

2 Sale 2740)3) 3 20(31 

3 Saracens 27 17(4) 

4 Newcastle 30.33 (1 

SLeraslar 2687 
6 Gloiieestef 22.41... _ 

7 Hartequnw 2438 (8) 275,., 

8 Wasp*.. 21 40 (10f 1.B7 (9) 

9 Northamptn 21 93 (9) i.B7rgj 
lOLkeh 20.00(11) 1.81 (11) 
11 Richmond 33.7B(7) 3.1T (4) 
12&TSMI 15.82(12) 147(12) 


1 i'll t. 

1(1) 4 C 
’|S) 2.1 
1 ( 8 ) 21 


Pans 

Tries ta 

Overall 

2.73(4) 

100(1) 

225 

220 to 

100(1) 

375 

3-17(2 

94 (3) 

4.00 

2-00 (9) 

93 m 

450 

2.07(5) 

S3(ri 

5.50 

2.47 (61 

94(3) 

6.25 

1.01 (11) 

94(3) 

6.50 

WR 

93(71 

60(12) 

725 
7 75 

2.44(7) 

94 |3 

800 

1.64(12) 

ssno) 

825 

188(10) 

73(11) 

1125 


DEFENCE 

This table uses the same principle as for the 
offence table. Only the categories are dif- 



to score a try. 


« .. Points 

1 Norihamptn 1760 (1) 

2 Saracens 18 17 (3 ( 

3 Newcastle 17.80 )2i 
4Latcasler 20.33(4) 
SBaih 20.73)5> 
6 Richmond 21 59 (6) 

I 2 s - 67 1§) 

8 Qoucesrer 24 00 (7} 

9 Wasps 28 53 (10) 
9 Hariaquns 27 50 )9) 

II taw 34.58 

12 L Irish 32 31(11) 


Tries 
1 87 (3) 
1 58(2) 
1.40(1] 
1-87 (3) 
2 . 20 ( 6 ) 
1.95(5) 
2.60(7) 
2.94 (8) 
3 0019) 

3 13 (10) 

4 65(12) 
3 88(11) 


Pens 
1.87(1) 
2.35 (5) 
2 80(10) 
2.53(7) 
2.13 (4) 
3 05(12) 
2 73(9) 

1 88(2) 
2.80 (101 

2 50(6) 
200(3) 
2-63 (8, 


No tries 
against 
7(6) 
17(3) 
13(4) 
13(3) 
13(3) 

31 PI 

7(6) 

0 ( 10 ) 

7(6) 

0 ( 10 ) 

6f9) 

0 ( 10 ) 


Overal 

275 
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900 
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Allied Dunbar Premiership: Saracens first to complete double over Bath 

Lynagh steps up pressure on Newcastle 


Bath. 

Saracens. 


Bv David Hands 
RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

NOW Newcastle know pre¬ 
cisely where the threat to their 
assault on the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership title will come 
from. Saracens left the 
Recreation Ground yesterday, 
where they had never won 
before, having become the first 
side in five seasons of home- 
and-away fixtures to complete 
a league double over Bath, the 
European champions. 

Saracens now stand level on 
points with Newcastle, though 
deficient on points difference 
and having played two games 
more, but the next eight days 
will be significant ones. 
Newcastle assault Fortress 
Kingsholm today and go to 
Watford next Sunday for their 
away fixture with Saracens, a 
match that will attract a 
record crowd of just under 
20.000. “1 think it will take 
English club rugby to new 
levels." Mark Evans. Sara¬ 
cens’ director of rugby, said. 

Under lowering skies and 
on a muddy pitch, Saracens 
went clinically about the busi¬ 
ness of inflicting Bath’s first 
league defeat since the two 
clubs mel on December 14. 

This was a match Bath wen? 
desperate to win. but after¬ 
wards Andy Robinson, their 
director of rugby, graciously 
acknowledged the qualities of 
self-belief and defensive re¬ 
solve shown by Saracens. Yet 
there was a systematic ap¬ 
proach too. which left Bath 
unable to turn set-piece pos¬ 
session into more tangible 
rewards. 

Never was that more appar¬ 
ent that in the third quarter, 
when Bath rampaged before 
the Saracens line but could not 
break it. They could achieve 
no more than one penally 
from three attempts by Jona¬ 
than Callard and retreated to 
lick their wounds. 

There is no better player to 
control a tight match chan 
Michael Lynagh. His acc¬ 
uracy and perception have 
frustrated better teams than 
Bath and, on the treacherous 
surface, he turned them on 
their heel time and again. Not 
only that, he kicked his goals: 
two penalties in the first half, 
three in the second, which 
hammered nail after nail in 
the Bath coffin. 

Bath were impressively eff¬ 
icient in the opening quarter, 
yet ended it with the modest 
return of three points. Twice 
Bach players were over the 
line, but leuan Evans, follow¬ 
ing his own grub-kick, was 
judged to have touched down 
in touch-in-goal and Andy 
Nicol was denied by the 
sprawling body of Danny 
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Although Guscott left and Hilton try to drag him down, Pienaar gets the ball away to launch another attack for Saracens. Photograph: David Rogers/Allsport 


Grewcock. When Saracens 
were penalised twice in quick 
succession and a penalty try 
loomed, Niool opted for the 
kickatgoaL 

This spoke volumes for the 
commitment of the defenders 
and gradually their fierce 
tackling took its toll of the 
Bath ball-carriers so that, for 
all the promptings of Jeremy 
Guscott and Phil de Glanville, 
Bath's attacks faltered. Gus¬ 
cott. making one of his rare 
starts at fly half, was never 
totally subdued, but the space 
in which he revels was con¬ 
stantly denied him. 

Guscott was on hand when 
Peary found a way through the 
middle and, although he was 
stopped. Adebayo swooped for 
the loose ball and the try—but 
it was scant reward for their 
efforts. Gradually, Bath's su¬ 
premacy at the lineout with¬ 
ered and Saracens struck just 
before the interval. Johnson 
strode into space before 
handing cm to Richard Wal¬ 
lace, the Ireland wing taking 
the outside line before dodging 


inwards past three defenders 
for a delightful try. 

Robinson described that as 
the first of the mistakes that 
cost Bath the game, though 
that gives less than credit to 
Saracens. The second “mis¬ 
take" came midway through 
the second half after Saracens 
had absorbed a superbly- 
sustained period of pressure 
by Bath, now deprived of the 
injured De Glanville and at¬ 
tacking chiefly through their 
loose forwards, which allowed 
Callard to level the scores. 

No one could deny it was a 
brilliantly-conceived score. 
Bracken stood off a scrum on 
halfway and received the ball 
from Stumham. The scrum 
half broke dean through and 
chipped over Callard. Guscott 
headed the chase for the ball, 
but missed completely with an 
attempted fly hack, Saracens 
took it on and Pienaar was 
rewarded with the try. 

Enough time remained for 
Bath to make up the deficit, 
but they broke on the rock of 
Lynagh's tactical sense. The 


Australian, now partnered by 
Marcus Olsen, once a Bath 
player, stabbed a series of 
kicks through, content in the 
knowledge that Grewcock and 
Diprose would pressurise 
Bath’s lineout and that his 
own scrum had the strength to 
impose itself. 

And, of course, Lynagh. 
infallible throughout, kicked 
his goals. When he retires, at 
the season’s end, it is hard to 
conceive that one player wfll 
be capable of replicating his 
all-round talents. 

SCORERS: Bath: Try: Adebayo (22mn). 
Conver si ons: Calarej Penalty coals: 
Calfifd 2 (14, 48) Saracens: Tries R 
Wallace (41). Pienaar (63) Conversions: 
LgiaghJL Penalty goals Lynagh5 (20.30. 

SCORING SEQUENCE (Batfi first): 34). 
3-a 10-3.108. 10-13 MWmfl), 13-ia 13- 
20.1333,1326,1328. 

BATH: J CaKard (rep-1 BoJshuv. TBrrih); I 
Brans, M Peny, P da OanvfiJe (rep- J 
Pm chart. 54). A Ads&ayn; j Guam A 
Meat D HBon, M Regen, V Ubogu (rep: J 
Malea. 71). M Hau, N Redman, R 
Earreftaw. R Bryan. E fans. 

SARACENS: G Johnson. R Constable, P 
Sola. S RatrenscroR. R Wallace; M Lynagh, 
K Bracken (rep- M Oden. 68), R Gran (rep: 
B Rerty. 78). G Chuw, P Waltace.P Johns, 
D Grewcock. B Sturnham, F Pienaar. A 
Diprose 

Referee: C WMe (Gtouceandte). 


'•v/ms.;: 


455 267 28 
Saradwnr XT ■' 14 '&-■ 3 462 309 28 
l Bath IS 11 0 4 444 311 22 


am 

| Today: 

Gloucester (a) 

April 19: 

Newcastle (h) 

April 13: 

Richmond (a) 

April 19: 

Saracens (a) 

April 25; 

Leicester (a) 

April 18; 

Gloucester (a) 

J April 22: 

Wasps (a) 

April 29: 

Harlequins (a) 

April 25; 

Safe (h) 

S April 26: 

Bristol (h) 

May ICfc 

London Irish (h) 

April 28: 

London Irish (h) 

j May 4: 

Leicester (h) 

May 14: 

. Northampton (h) 

May 2: 

Northampton (a) 

j May 10: 
j May 17: 

Bath (h) 

/ Harlequins (a) 



MayUL- 

Mayl7: 

Newcastle (a) 
Wasps (a) ! 


AN EXCLUSIVE PRIZE DRAW 
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BOWLS 

Harlow in 

pursuit 
of family 
double 

By David Rhys Jones 


THE mixed pairs and fours 
championships, which tradi¬ 
tionally bring the winter sea¬ 
son to a close, offer a perennial 
reminder that bowls is a 
family game, with many hus- 
band-and-wife teams surviv¬ 
ing to the final stages of both. 

Yesterday, at Lincoln, the 
leads and skips of seven of the 
32 pairs shared the same 
surname, though only five 
were married couples, the 
other two — Barbara and 
Greg Harlow, from the City of 
Ely. and June and AJastair 
Hollis, from Chamwood — 
being mother-and-son combi¬ 
nations. 

Greg Harlow, the Irish 
Masters champion, is hoping 
for a second success, having 
partnered his sister, Joanne, to 
the title six years ago. When 
the draw pitted Ely against 
Chamwood in the opening 
round, the Harlows were glad 
to edge home 15-14. 

Memories of the recent Eng¬ 
lish men’s championships at 
Melton Mowbray were 
evoked when Jamie Mills, the 
national singles champion, 
partnered Pat Oliver, of South 
Forest to a IS-7 first-round 
win over Bridie and Bill Ward, 
of Avon Valley. 

A second-round defeat by 
Gateshead for Mills and 
Oliver leaves them looking for 
a good win in the last round- 
robin session this morning if 
they are to qualify for the 
quarter-finals. 

John Wickham, whose knee 
condition threatened to curtail 
his season, is now trotting up 
and down the green like a two- 
year-old after a visit fo a faith 
healer and is hoping to add the 
mixed title to the men’s triples 
that he won last week. 

He skipped his Teignbridge 
dubmate, Ann Bun dark, to a 
20-9 victory over Peggy and 
Ted Hayward, of Worthing, 
and a 134 win over Carol 
Neave and Malcolm Nichol¬ 
son, of North Walsham. 

The surprise of the opening 
round was the 16-12 defeat of 
Mary Price, the woman 
bowler of the year in 1997, 
and Brett Long, of Des- 
borough, by Eve East and her 
partner from Mid Suffolk, 
Mark Royal, a former British 
junior champion. 
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FOUR TOYOTA 


Newcastle’s fate in 
their own hands 


By Mark Sovster 


Richmond dazzle 
in seven-try show 


FOR all the talk about the 
possibility of Saracens or 
Bath winning the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership, the 
fact remains that Newcastle 
are the masters of their own 
destiny. The league leaders 
can afford to lose one of their 
remaining seven games and 
still take the title, but witii 
games against both their 
closest rivals still to come 
and a demanding run-in 
over the next four weeks, 
beginning at Gloucester to¬ 
day. their resilience will be 
tested to the foil. 

Kingsholm has been a 
nraveyard for both Saracens 
and Leicester this season 
and Gloucester enjoy noth¬ 
ing better than upsetting the 
odds. If they could replicate 
even partially their home 
form when travelling, then 
they too would be challeng¬ 
ing for the title: only three 
points away from Kings¬ 
holm tells its own story. 

It is a failing that Richard 
Hill, the director of coach¬ 
ing. knows he has to address 
if the club is to translate its 
obvious potential into some¬ 
thing more tangible. How¬ 
ever, the possibility of 
English clubs re-entering 
Europe in some format as 
part of a negotiated settle¬ 
ment between the dubs and 
the Rugby Football Union 
means that there is every 
incentive to keep going to 
the finishing tape. 

Not that Gloucester know 
any different. A full house of 
10.000 will ensure a hostile 
reception for Newcastle, 
who looked jaded during 
the second half of their 
midweek win over Wasps, 
Pat Lam- their inspirational 
Western Samoa flanker, be¬ 
lieves this was due to the 
dub having had so many 
players absent on interna¬ 
tional and representative 

duty. 


"It takes time to gel again, 
to get back into what we call 
the Newcastle groove," Lam 
said. "At training this week, 
it has been like meeting up 
with old friends again. Now 
we are together for the next 
six weeks and that will 
really help. We expect a 
really tough battle at 
Gloucester and we have to 
be up for it mentally." 

Lam will play today, but 
the rest of the Newcastle 
line-up will not be revealed 
until this morning by Rob 
Andrew, the director of rug¬ 
by, who recently spent sev¬ 
eral days scouring south¬ 
west France for new props. 
Their main doubts concern 
Va’aiga Tuigamala and 
Ross Nesdale, who have, 
respectively, knee and ankle 
injuries. In the absence of 
Pete Glanville, who is in¬ 
jured. Gloucester are cap¬ 
tained by Tony Wirtdo, the 
prop forward. 

Phil Vickery, the England 
tight-head prop, has shoul¬ 
der trouble and is replaced 
by Andy Deacon, with Steve 
Ojomoh at blindside flanker 
for Glanville. Behind the 
scram, the England A pair 
of Chris Catling and Brian 
Johnson return, the latter 
after being concussed 
against Scotland last month. 

Leicester, in fourth place, 
travel to Sale today and are 
able to name an unchanged 
side for the first time since 
October, which means that 
Michael Horak continues at 
full back with Austin 
Healey on the wing and 
Leon Lloyd among the 
replacements. 

At the foot of the table, 
Wasps, who have a game in 
hand on London Irish, can 
capitalise on the postpone¬ 
ment of the Exiles' game at 
Northampton today by beat- 
ing Harlequins at Lo™ 5 
Road tomorrow. 


Richmond.43 

Bristol.3 

By Michael Aylwin 

RICHMOND are an infuriat¬ 
ing team. The wildness with 
which their form has fluctuat¬ 
ed this season has perplexed 
everyone. Yesterday, however, 
was one of their scintillating 
days, despite conditions that 
became almost unplayable by 
the end. 

Much more of the rain thai 
blighted the second half must 
threaten their game against 
Bath on Monday. Paradoxi¬ 
cally, Richmond’s best form 
coincided with the start of a 
second-half thunderstorm, 
the home side cutting loose 
with three brilliant tries in the 
15 minutes after the interval. 
In so doing, they killed off any 
hopes that Bristol may have 
had at half-time of winning 
the game and condemned the 
West Countrymen to a record 
eighth successive league 
defeat. 

The rain just about held off 
for the first half, but both sides 
struggled to escape the cloying 
centre of the field. Neither was 
helped by a propensity to 
suffender careless turnovers, 
particularly Richmond, al¬ 
though their ability at the 
lineout compensated hand¬ 
somely. 

In the second minute, a 
dazzling switch at die front of 
an attacking lineout set Rich¬ 
mond on their way, Barry 
Williams, throwing in, played 
a wall-pass off Craig Gillies, 
jumping at No 2. and then fed 
Craig QuinnelL looping 
round, who touched down in 
the comer. 

Williams was picking his 
men off at will in the lineout, 
but from ate rare scrappy 
throw in the twentieth minute. 
Adrian Davies broke free and 
fed Hutton, who seemed to 
knock on in the ensuing tackle. 
Nevertheless, Bateman was 


allowed to score after Clarke 
hacked on. 

Quinrtell then scored again 
off an immaculate lineout and 
drive before Richmond finally 
worked themselves into space 
on the firm outside just before 
half-time. Matthew Pini sliced 
through the Bristol defence on 
the left and carried the ball 
into the Bristol 22. His well- 
timed inside pass was collect¬ 
ed by Dominic Chapman, 
whose electrifying pace pro¬ 
duced any. 

After a half-time deluge, 
Pini broke again from his own 
half within a minute of the 
restart and found John Davies 
in support. The Wales prop 
charged into the Bristol 22 and 
fed his namesake, Adrian, 
who released Spencer Brown 
for a sparkling score. 

Thai set the stage for Chap¬ 
man to clinch a hat-trick of 
tries, both of the England A 
wing’s second-half ■ scores 
coming from mis-passes. The 
first released him on his own 
22 and he skimmed over the 
sodden surface, deceiving 
three defenders with his pace 
and change of direction, to 
score a 70-yard try. 

The completion of his hat- 
trick, in which he showed a 
similar turn of foot to round 
off another vibrant passage of 
play, brought an end to the 
game's scoring in the 56th 
minute. Thereafter, handling 
became well-nigh impossible 
and the game petered out 

SCORERS: Richmond: Tries Oifrmei 5 
Emin. 34), Bateman (201. Chapman 3 (40. 
51.56). Brown (41) Conversions: A Dairies 
• Brtsttt Penally goat Hull (6) 

SCORING SEQUENCE (Richmond fra) 
5-0.33.12-3.19-3.2M (lafl-time), 31-3. 
38-3.43-3 

RICHMOND: M Pn. S Brawn. A Bateman 
(rap: E vaa. 6imri). J Wngrt, □ Chapman. 
A Dairies. A Moore: O McFarland (nap D 
Crompton, 59). B wntams (rep. ACmoart. 
68), j Dawes, C Oumnal (rap A Coding. 
54). C G4U6S. R Huron (rep. C Palmar. 34). 
AVanoer. BCtehs. 

BRISTOL P Hul. S Jones. S Martin, K 
Magpa. 0 Tapp, G Baber, R Jones (rap: M 
AnTetiwia. 65), A Poote. F Landreau (r«): K 
Dunn 85), K pgflman (rep: J Rug. 6E), C 
Eagle. T Devote yep: P Adams, 40). A 
Charon, D COfiifry (f?p: J Bmwnngg, 54). 
ERoUt. ■ 

Referee: S Lander (Uvwproi) 
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RACING: YORK WINNER CAN SUPPLEMENT HANNON’S FINE RECORD IN EASTER STAKES AT KEMPTON 

Gurkha to steal a march on rivals 


/AL LSPOflT 


By Richard Evans 

RACING CORRESPONDENT 

RICHARD HANNON has an 
excellent record in preclassic 
skirmishes at the Kempton 
Easter fixture. The East 
Everieigh trainer has won five 
of the last six runnings of the 
Mil rare Easter Stakes (4.15), a 
listed race over a mile, and 
there is every chance he can 
maintain the momentum 
today with Gurkha. 

The Polish Precedent colt 
did not make his racecourse 
debut until August when he 
lined up for the Yattendon 
Stakes, one of Newburyls best 
maiden races, and shaped 
with considerable promise. 
Significantly, he showed a 



TODAY S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


markedly rounded action, 
suggesting he would appreci- 
ate soft ground. 

He reappeared 19 days later 
at York, where the going was 
soft with heavy patches, and 
hacked up by nine lengths 
from Wolfhunt in a fast time, 
considering the conditions 
underfoot. 

That victory came over six 
furlongs, but his breeding 
suggests he should be at least 
as effective over today's dis¬ 
tance and. after recent heavy 
rain, the going should be 
perfect for this mudlark. 

Chester House, despite a 
tali home reputation, only 
scrambled home on his debut 
at Goodwood last year. He 
subsequently dead-heated for 
second, five lengths behind 
Saratoga Springs, in the 



,r-; 


Chester House, a winner at Goodwood last term, makes his seasonal reappearance in the M flears Easter Stakes at Kempton today 


Amrnb Stakes at York — 
which makes him the form 
choice today. But the Henry 
Cecil- trained Mr Prospector 
colt is the subject of mixed 
reports from the Newmarket 
gallops. Gurkha is preferred, 
particularly on this ground. 

Hannon also holds sound 
claims of landing the fillies' 
trial, the Milcars Masaka 
Stakes (3.45), with Tadwiga. 
She went from strength to 
strength last season, winning 
the valuable Goffs Challenge 
at the Curragh on soft ground 
before finishing off with a 
close-up second to Name Of 
Love in tite group three 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: MAGIC RAINBOW 
(3.10 Kempton Park) 
Next best: Gurkha 
(4.15 Kempton Park) 


RockfeJ Stakes, where she 
stayed on well after no luck in 
running. 

Dazilyn Lady, winner of a 
useful renditions race at Pon¬ 
tefract and not disgraced in 
the Lowther Stakes at York, 
has solid credentials but. 
he\n% by Zilzal. is far from 
certain to appreciate the mud. 


John Dunlop has made a 
cracking start to the season 
and Alharir is open to im¬ 
provement, but there must 
also be a doubt about the 
ground for this Zafonic filly. 

With the stalls on the stands’ 
side of the straight course, low 
numbers are likely to enjoy an 
advantage in the Milcars 
Ruislip Handicap (3.10). 
which will count against the 
well-treated Persiano. Masha- 
11 did well from a poor draw at 
Doncaster two weeks ago, but 
tired in the dosing stages and 
appeared not to see out seven 
furlongs. John Gosden brings 
the Danehfil colt back to the 


trip over which he won a 
Doncaster maiden last term 
and his fitness advantage 
should see him go dose. 

However, Magic Rainbow 
was pencilled in for this rare 
by Michael Bell after he 
showed improved form to win 
a competitive sprint handicap 
on the fibresand at Southwell 
22 days ago. The Magic Ring 
colt should not be incon¬ 
venienced by today’s condi¬ 
tions, having won on soft 
ground at Leicester last sea¬ 
son. and Kempton"s easy six 
furlongs should prove ideal. 

Horses who record a good 
performance after a long lay¬ 


off often disappoint next time 
out. which is a concern about 
FabiUion, whose second to 
Tumpole at Doncaster 15 days 
ago gives him sound creden¬ 
tials for the Milcars Queen’s 
Prize Handicap (4.45). 

Venetian Scene, fit from 
hurdling, is an interesting 
Martin Pipe-trained runner, 
although she is not guaran¬ 
teed to see out this trip. It 
could pay to take a risk with 
the mud-loving Merit who is 
well treated on his impressive 
success in the Chester Cup two 
years ago. and is sure ro be 
forward enough to do himself 
justice. 


THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 111998 

Raindaimstwo^ ^ 
more meetings 

By Our Racing Staff 

the meetings 

Abbot and Ttmcester tvere *». 

Newmarket “We knew Best 

Haydock was oft" the trainer s wife. Louise, said- we have 
just changed his training slight y to run fiw£g» •*» 
piumDton’s meeting was called off yesterday, out an 
improved forecast has raised hopes that M^^y s meeting 
at the course will beat the elements. The clerk of Recourse. , 
Geoff Stickels, said: “We have abandoned for baiurday but 
the forecast is for better days in the South East for Sunday 
and Monday. We are hoping it will dry ouf in time for 
Monday's meeting." 


EASTER MONDAY PROSPECTS 


KEMPTON PARK (Flat meeting. C4, first race 2 00): soft. 
NEWCASTLE (mixed meeting. 2.25): soft 
NOTTINGHAM (Flat meeting. 2 20): heavy (soft in places). 
■’Couldn't have raced yesterday 1 . , 

WARWICK (Flat, 2.30): heavy (waterlogged in places) inspection 
0 dm today 

CARLISLE (National Hunt. 2.15): good to sort (soft in places) 

CHEPSTOW (NH. 2 00): heavy 

FAKENHAM (NH, 2.30): good lo soft (good m places) 

HEREFORD (NH, 225) course waterlogged. Inspection 9 30am 

today. 

HUNTINGDON (NH. 2 00): course flooded. Inspeclion 9.30am 
today. 

MARKET RASEN (NH, 2 15). soft (good to soft m places; "No 
problems at the moment" 

PLLfMPTON (NH. 230r soft Waterlogged in home straight 
Inspection 3pm today. 

TOWCESTER (NH. 2.15): course flooded. Inspection rOam today 
UTTOXETER (NH. 2.15). heavy. 

WETHERBY (NH. 2.15): soft 
VWNCANTON (NH, 2.00): soft. 

Rest of the week 

TUESDAY: Newmarket (C4. 2.05). Exeter (2 25). Uttoxeter (2.15), 
Wetherby (2.10). 

WEDNESDAY: Newmarket (C4. 2 05), Pontefract (2 45). Chelten¬ 
ham (C4.220). 

THURSDAY: Newmarket (04, 2.05). Ripon (210). Cheltenham 
(C4. 2.20) 

FRIDAY: Newbury (BBC. Z.10). Thirsk (2 20). Ayr (2 00). 
SATURDAY: Ayr (C4, 1 55), Newbury (BBC, 2.00). Thirsk (2.20), 
Wolverhampton (7.00), Bangor (2.10), Stratford (2.35). 

Fla) meetings in bold 


Shake Five 
to profit 
from fixture 
disruption 

POINT-TO-VOINT 

BY Carl Evans 

MORE than half of today’s 
programme has been can¬ 
celled because of snow and 
rain and further disruption is 
likely — a headache for train¬ 
ers. Heather Dalton, based in 
Shropshire, said: “Were fed 
up. cold, and the racing's off— 
how are we supposed to train 
racehorses?” 

Rollers win at the Heythrop 
meeting on Tuesday proved 
that Dalton is doing a good 
job, but her star horse, Solba. 
has been denied a race at die 
postponed North Staffs fix¬ 
ture today. With five victories, 
he is one of three horses 
heading the race for the 
Grand Marnier Trophy, given 
to the season's most successful 
point-to-pointer. 

Shake Five, a joint-leader, 
can lake advantage by landing 
the open at the Puckeridge. 
where his srablemares. 
Scarlett O’Hara, Rob Mine 
and Rupert's Choice, could all 
win. Titus Andronicus. the 
other horse with five success¬ 
es. won at the Heythrop. 
taking Heather Irving to II 
victories this season. Titus 
Andronicus and Solba should 
Ik in action on Monday when 
Buder John, the reigning 
champion, runs in Cornwall. 

Lucky Dover, a siablemate 
of Butler John, could win the 
first division of the maiden at 
today’s Bladunore Vale fix¬ 
ture, where Richard Barber 
saddles the impressive 
Satshoon. 

Larkhill stages the Royal 
Artillery, where Shirley 
Vickery, the national women's 
champion, rides Funny Farm 
and Boxcar Bill. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: Asnterd Vadtey ai 
CftawiB ISmEolMisJUDnuHifB! race 2 001 . 
Btackmore Vale Ciufflon noemonx,. 5m 
ME d Shaborne (2.00). Cotswoki Vat« 
(postponed mu 26>. Glamorgan 

(postpone*! unm April 221 Lucflow 1904- 
poned 4pm 19)- hbooeun iaton- 
iien«n. N stana ipoaspomi uni) Sdunlav 
net*). Percy. Ajnwic*. 3m E d Atom* 
iZOOl Pueteridge. Hprsohean Am « oi 
riaunrttOi2DO)'ftoyidAndlery La Hull -tmN 
ol AmesOury (i .m Vale ot Aylesbury 
KJmfcft? (fwdpcnvcf; Vale of Lune. 
WwaiQlori 2m S oi lyubv Lonsdale i200). 
Woodland Pytchley (postooroJi 


mmkfom 




3.45 MILCARS MASAKA STAKES 

(Listed face: 3-Y-0: £11.269:1m) (9 runners) 
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[full RESULTS SERVICE 168 

IgTCET 


2.05 Ingenious 
2.40 Last Christmas 
3.10 Masha-ll 


THUNDERER 

3.45 Tadwiga 
4.15 Gurkha 

4.45 LITTLE ACORN (nap) 
5.20 Bettron 


Timekeeper’s top rating: 5.20 RUBAMMA. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.05 INGENIOUS (nap). 3.10 Magic 
Rainbow. 5.20 Radar. 


103 ( 12 ) 0-0432 GOOD TWES 74 (CD,Bf .F.9.S) IMA D RoOnson) B tal 1-10-0 . 8 Wttt (4) 88 


Race on) ante Dte In bodoU Sx-Sgura 
loon (F — Ml. p— ailed ip. U — instated 
rater. 8 — brought dam. S — slimed ua R — 
rrtisea 0 — drsqnftitai) Hawsrame. Days 
anoe as outna: J it (Uims; F d tot (B— 
Wutei-V — «M H — hood S— Eyeshuld. 
C —comawmna D—dtotancawimr CO — 


GOING: SOFT 

DRAW- 5F-6F, LOW NUMBERS BEST 


gouge and doance mm. fif — twen 
twartB in Sfflsl racej. Gong on rtudi hoc® has 
«m (F — tom. good to hm. ttsl G —good. 
S — soil good to sol heavy) Owe n brackets. 
Trainer. Age andwagtl Rte plusaaalkMnok 
Tmeteepw s speed iteg. 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 
SIS 


401 (2) 20010- WIG DANGER 204 (fatetdl Racing Partnatfiip) M Uannon B-8 - K FaSon 109 

40? IB) 315- AlHARtt 212(f) (H aMM#Un| J fltrtdp W- KB W 

403 (7) 4320S1- AN0TT£RFANTASY224(C.CLS)(Mr.PSPJiitfJt)RKwionfl-8 DaneQTW 112 

404 (4) 21015- DAZLYte LADY IBS (F.S) (V Pate) P (tarns B-fl.. Pa Efltay fnS 

405 (5) 26341- FORUM192(F)(WydcHallSMJCBntetM.. u Henry 97 

406 (« DM224 WVfflGOlfPASSION 15 (Hew Rtoaig CW*) T Hwtfton Be .. DHuBwd 88 

407 131 (QUOD- JAY GEE 213 (F.G) (1 GusQ G Magynon 8-6-GCanr 107 

40« (61 04112- SPECIAL TREAT IBS (F.G) (Chewier Part Stull G Wragg B-8-A Clark 109 

409 (It 321202- TADWIGA ITS ff) (SUwfcnt SMfame Ufl ft tanar 64- JReU 109 

BETTING: 7-2 Ate*. 4-1 TkMqil 9-2 Fowl. 5-1 SmcW Tim. 6-7 Dmtya Laly. 7-1 Aoote Fartasy, 10-1 
AIig Owes. 25-1 oOiers j, 

1007: CALYPSO GRAXT 68 Pa Eddery (5-2 tad P Hns 8 ran 

Mist SMI Stti of 9 to Midnight Line In fillies oroug 3 slates at 
Doncaster (1m. good la Finn). AnoOwr Fantasy beat Law Ubrary 
f r, 7 ^a ; 2 vs | in sa-nmner auction sates at Curagft (61, gaud to soft) 

DazSyn Lady fRtl 5th ot 8 to Name ol Love in lilies listed sates ai Neunnote) (71. good w firm). 
Forum Dei Freedom Quest 2J m inimet maiden sates at Brighton (61209yd. firm) Hew Go0 
Passion 21*1 Wi of 7 to Weten Autumn in states (listed) A Mateons-Lattfoe tim. heavy). Jay Gee 
291 inti ol 18 to Brandon Berry In fillies handicap id Doncaster (611 lOyd. good to Finn). Special 
Treat HI 2nd ol 10 to HKeyaar m st*es (listed) at Doncasier (61. good). Tadwiga 1KI 2nd ol 12 to 
Name ol Love in flifies group 3 stakes at Newnortet (71. good), previously BVtT 90i oH4 to Regal 
Revobdion in listed sues at Ayr (6f. good la sod) witn Aj/g Dancer (5(0 tese o«l 231 last 
TADWIGA has solid form in fpoup company and ac& on soft ground 


4.15 MILCARS EASTER STAKES 

(Usled race: 3-Y-O; £11,321: 1 m) (4 runners) 


2.05 E B F MILCARS WATFORD MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-0; £3.453:51) (7 funnere) 

101 (71 BARTHOLOMEW ft Ferranti) T NauglWinM--— OPesler - 

102 O) CHAtfAGX «DHI (Hgfvwe Dnetapraws U0\ K McWifcJW ... JBoW - 

103 (5) OlUJOHAIttUStaffli)HHarmw9-0- ParEOdBy - 

104 (i) KGBflOUS PhwdNs Raong) W Java M-- JQrtm - 

105 (2) SPUTTHE ACES (A Uaitlll RHnw941. RfatfKB - 

UK 14) ZIRCON |Mra M V«*rt) M Cterai 9-0- -— H Pertnm 

107 16 ) 0 AEGEAN FLAK 14 (TtieolHte SU) K Wry 8-9 ...-S Santas - 

BETTiflft 3-i DiSman. 4-1 Banintannf. Il-Z Qtanwii Run. a an. 6-1 hganaus Sot) Tht Acbs. 8-1 
Aegrar ftem 

1987: WIBQN PILOT 9-0 Dane Olte# (7-2) R ttonm 6 ran 

2.40 MILCARS STANM0RE CONDITIONS STAKES 

(3-Y-Q. £5,168: lm 21) (4 runrws) 

.Til (4) 01-1 SCOfUO 14 (G) (G Stmtadgej I Bailing 9-4- SWuwmrth 107 

202 111 1- BENM 188 (F) (Baiai C rtd UDnm) H CecU B-13 . - K FalOi 96 

203 iZ) 31- LASTClfOSTMAS 196 (F| [AStead) BHlb 8 -13 -. PatHdray flta 

20* U) 21- MAKIUSIS179 (S) (RurnrecM P Harm B-13 . QPeste 103 

BETTING- 2-1 ton 5-2 ScomBd. 3-1 Mart JIB. 7-2 LaS DviSBia; 

1997: PAU0SKY 8-10 fteMOay (10-n tar) J Dunlop 5 r* 

f-rtnti rnnuh Scmned heat UOra Star 81 in 5^uw states at Doncaster (lm. 
HJHJy} Htt.yS good) Benin Deal Ramtww ways M m 12 -mmwr maiden states at 

— - - Lecesta (71 9yd. oood to firm) Last Christmas Beat The Gene 

Gene Klin 12-rumer maiden states at Hapto* (7130yd. good to firm). Mantnsts beat Ta And l»l 
hi 17-ratner malen states at Leicester dm flyd. good to soft). 

Scorned is a very doubtful stayer and LAST CHRISTMAS can take advantage 

3.10 MILCARS RUISUP HANDICAP IK9B 

(3-Y-Q- £5.940:61) (19 runners) 

301 [101 112004) afVENTHOUK115 m.G5) llaovariSluffl RHjnriiin9-7 . . _ QPester 103 

702 ill 242201- LEGGBE FR0OLY 16G (B.G) iBASkRaDOB) KMcAAIte9^ Jfted 90 

3(0 (3) 531225- UGH CARRY 191 (F.5i U Mb PrgmotMB Ud) N Tirtte 9-4 CUwner(3| 100 

sa IB] 6423S1- BEWARE 168 IDS) With Hall Stud) R Anreumg 9-3__ A Oak 1(5 

3H IS) 150030- HU Mfl&C fM (D.F) Powwoc* Uni 0 Efcroffl 9-J flRrtw* 99 

706 <9) 415-1 MAfilCRAMBOW 22 (OS) (Phnwrt) UBefl9-2 - U Fqftm 173 

307 HJJ 40401- SttOSPKT IB6p.G) iMreltensss®) JJeiWB W . AUcOtoe go 
306 121 02100- WS MALAPBOP 164 (BF£) (M Fuji U Daman 9-0. R Hoghes 93 

309 in 031-4 MASHA4L 14 (BFJ)£) (H j44AHnwi1 J Gosden B-13. R W5 100 

310 (191 010- ROB«G£X)OfEiQWl»(BTAS)|UGiXflti|P «a)^n8-i3 . PaEdtay 110 

in tm 121230- 0M015 1S5(F5)iVr,DBPSftnB8-13 _ KFaten 07 

31J- (15) 42222V BAMWH IBS ra.fl)(TatarSew FafflwaM-JM3a8mit8.it Stumera 104 

313 141 450111- BUSS 191 (G) (W Knbm-AKaij Un P Diifdd 8-9_ jQum 105 

314 115) 5044- PBtSUHO 177 (BF) (Wffi A Dual J FatTBw B-7 . .. . QHartra S3 

315 (18) 20125-0 UTAH 9(G) (J & 5Ktfj)5Dm 6-6 DaneOTWl 87 

316 (5) 3421-0 TTftATRE OF DREAUS 31 (F) (N avekci r Bute B-6 . . 0 Stem (3) 97 

717 IW 50460-3 AffSTJOSM 5S (*te C flruam C Ghdan W.. .. UHeray S 

3ia (171 042123- BATCHW1WTHBEUE 110(D)(MoDPrice]EMneler8-2 . 5&n«i(7) 87 

719 |11> OOP- CLOUDS OF GLORY 166 (H Bro-Viitrij R Otoflffi 8-0 .... Pad ECOer/ 76 

BETTING: m .3 itetaJi M BBS 10-1 Etevtnh Duke legs Be Fiems». 0e**e. hbjc RaWto». 9araw* i4-i 
dnas. 

1997: SUPBtCAL 9-7 D Gnftltis 1 16-1 1 0 Ekwonh :i rat 

crvnn rnnim | teVEflth 5W Utt of 22 to Ahrays Alipto m fiaxhcao A 
nJKM rUuUo Dwcaderiei. 0 <M to sain. Legs Be Frenoybu Rare lrasgo'(jl 
■ ■ in 8-cureie cotes A LingfiekJ (51. qoodl previouslf 23112Bi ol 13 

(a Haftnahw to group 3 states at Ascol (Si. heavy) wfli Mrs Matexop UK) better oil) 354 test 
Beware heal Who Nose 451<i 19-nmner fcWirap a Netewry iffl tkd omd w with Hd Manic 
(4fb better off)21vl 3rd and Rodin Sorxfcftwftfbtxner cm 22ri39i HttMagic t3l r'diof 
Scene m handicap at DoncastetJ71. good to snhi Magic Rambovr teat Brandon Berrr 1UI m 13- 
nmner handier a Sotttwefi (Sr. fihrca«). Sdo Spall beat Positive A a 21 In 22-vmer maxten 
fillies A Leicester ta 2iB»d. good) with Clouds 0t Owy (ifiib better oKi G’dl £2i urs Maiapmp 
8M Mi ol 9 » Classi Cleo m lendiiao a Yfflnonlh (514iyfl. firmi Masfta-i 214th d 22 a Julies 
Jwef n at Doncaster (77. good) (Xm Ots 3»f am of t3 to Ekcoo m nautoc a 

Doncaster (51. Mod), prwauslr iw 3rd ol 6 to BevenOi Duke (6to wne o») a> haraficao a 
Chepaw (5f 1 6 yd, pood to soil). Bandbox best Double Brandy ifl« ra Str. 2 Xh 3 ff 

stokes A Leicester [a 2iByd. good). pnjirioiEiy ?,5i &id 13 to Uinl Cousin in marten auction 
stales ai Fotestone (51. good) with Battlwwlfi Bdte I4R> DeHa cfl) 121 i2di KssbeaStecAw 
fti in n-mrrer handica) Ji NewmatlB (51. good) with Wgh Cany (7ia Dene: «Ti 2^153i. Solo 
Spilt t2to benet otl) 9HI 9th and Beventh Duke into bens off) 181 las; Perawto rvr or 17 
fo Oemodhon Jo in Handicap at tfemrarta ISL oood to soK). Titai 5H tost ot 20 to Sleepless in 
randan A Leicester (?(9yd. soft) Theatre Of (Mains Ki! TMi of M to Kryjai r.to in hmscaj 
at SwOnieii (51. tiresand). Atosactsm 4«i 3rd ol 7 to fftadtobewtf in mataen s^es a ungfiefd 
i5t. stowt Batthworth BeM 313rd ot 10 » Blue Shadow m handicap ft LinQfifid (B. squtoack). 
MASHA-fl. is cat»n to Improve consUerably on this drop back m top 


□ Thierry JameL the former champion jockey of France, is 
faring a length lay-off after a paddock accident at Saint-Cloud 
in midweek- He was flung against the paddock railings and 
suffered multiple injuries, including four broken ribs. 


501 (I) 12- CHESTBt HOUSE235 (8Ffl KWnMh)HC eOI 8-8. KF*n 108 

50? (3) 0- QW0MEY190(SMena)C BrittamB-8 .. PAEtUcrr 75 

503 14) 01- GURKHA 219 (SHR Rusafl R Iteron M.— OaneOUoi 107 

504 (2) 3135- KRISPYIMGRT 224 ft) (0 Oee) J Wb M.. HUte luB 

BETTING: 1-3 Cheste house. 11-2 GwWra. 6-1 Kitepy KnlgN. 20-1 Dahoncy. 

1907: PHJiAU B-8 One OTteAl ft-l) R Nnsw 7 on 

Chester House 512nd oi 9 to Saratop Springs in Stotes at York 
■f9RnB j £GGu5j l® ZHyd- good). Oatwmey Vt ,SI 8ft of 14 to Daring DeteA in 
’SaSSSSJ maiden sates at ungUek) (61, Arm). Gurtha bed WoBhunl 91 in 8- 
nmer matoen slates ft Yurt, (& soft. Krispy KnlgW 5t 5ft ol 8 to *nresslon« in grmo 3 sates 
ft Curragh (71. good lo soB) 

GURKHA loves (he mud aid should relish (he step up in trip 

4.45 MILCARS QUEEN'S PRIZE HANDICAP H3H 

(£10.991 2m) (14 nmners) 

EDI (13) 123220- LfTTLE ACORN 205 (E) (A Stepson) 5 C WHtarns 4-9-10- 0 Pester 87 

602 (9) 020320- URGENT SWIFT72J (F) (AMonon)M Pitman5-9-9_JWfeaw 08 

603 ( 1 ) 16(506- W5WT154 (DJFXLS)IHRH PrimeFftvl Satoon)P Cole 8-9-7_T(Mm 87 

604 15) 3WOO- IVOR'SRUTTB )Sf (OS)(WPern)0Drwormm — . NPOtodp) 90 

605 (3) 341100- VALAGALQRE 175 ftB) Wq A Botrwl B MB 4-9-5-P*E«Wy 102 

E06 (G) 411432- SUDEST242 (BF/) (R Htttais) I BaUiog4-9-0_ SMumralh 90 

607 (11) 822410- FOREIGN RULE 2BJ P) (Mr S McCsSit) 3 tetas 4-9-0-K Fata ES 

608 1141 15206(2 FABLU0N >5(G) (BHonan)CASfflte6-3-10 .. DeanWcXeown 05 

609 no aofin- VENETIAH SCENE lSJ (S) IR been rFlx« PaM«v>|) M F^pa 4U&-9 G Carter 79+ 

610 18) 431050- SEA FREEDOM 255 (VJF.F.S) (Ifc B Swte) G Bahl<ng 7-8-8 S Drown 95 

fin (4) AZlA-OD W?0*W* 83 fCWstor Otwwac* taJ) IV 4-3-4 . . _ _ RRnmcft 90 

613 112) 55230-1 SWMGWEST23J(D)(NQynilPEccles4-8-4_ MataOwya « 

613 (Ti 704045- KEEN DANCER 14J (Mr A Fanani MPigg 4-8-1 _ . J Outei KB 

614 (2) 56210-6 BRfflE'SPftH: 7 $ (K WtetelG tern 7-7-IQ__ JFowW (7) 94 

Long hnftcap: BiWu s Ride 7-7 

BETTWG: 5-1 Fa»*. 5-1 Mem M Fowon We. teai Dancer. 9-i vaiagfttn. 10-1 LA Atom. Sudea 
Uetafian Scant 12-1 5u Freedom. 14-1 hmi FUm S*mg Wesi 16-1 ofcen 

1997: BWHCAtlOW 8-9-2 R Ftandi 01-2) J Hog 10 an 


t-nriww-rrvrtTTA Ufflu Acom2M 7Bi 0 ) lOtoHeart ft Gold tohandlMpft Ayr |1m 

ruRM FOCUS n - Bfi® 1 to Sift). prevtouLh 1 %I 2nd ol It to Htfi Inoigua in 

.. ——- handicap at Sanoown (iro 61. oood to tom] with Sudest Ob worse 

affi 25if jrtf Unief«Swffi37(laslon3toTo0(^tohan(kcaDft AyiilmSMayd.gaidtasofl}. 
Medt 9l*l 6th m 16 to Opaque in hanhcao al Doncaster (2m 110yd. soft) with Ivor's Butter (2a 
worse off) fiS) J39i Valagotonr iB Jlfft oi 37 to Tumpofe in handicap at Nnvmarte | 2 m 21. ram)) 
wlih»*wt7tobeOeiofl)2il 13ft. Suderail2(tom5uHi(lswcktohanflcat)ft Baft (2m H 34yd. 
mod) Foreign Rule 6711 lift a 74 to Dovedon Star in hanficao at Nwmartet[imB. good losoh). 
FftMAon neck 2nd ol 13 to Tirgjote in handtcao ft Doncasia (2m 21. mod to soft) Vfenatbs 
Scene heal Recourse 1UI m 9-ranner teraftap s LeicesJer (lm 3f I8M good to soft). Sea 
Freedom 7Vl lOto of 72 to CkwJ hspeaor n ttamhaa at Gnxtoood (2m AI. good to firm) 
Vrennan Wl lift of 12 to The BuOerwicA Wd r handicap at SouBwnfi (lm a, fibresand). Swing 
west heal Chabrol iWlin 9-nwier haratcap at Souitwell l?m. fitresan® Keen Dancer 7’Al Hhril 
i2 to Dmy Tniy in Slakes ft Windsor (tm 21 7yd. soU) 

SWING WEST can couture fte jmpnwBi ient shown for Paid Eccles 

5.20 MILCARS TEMPLE FORTUNE HANDICAP 

(3-Y-Q: £3.599:1m If) (10 rurmeis) 

1 (4) 1203-43 BETTRON 14IF)(RGantef]RHanm 9.7 _Rttogtws 97 

2 (51 00302- SteEH JACKET 176 (I Csnewi jDunbjiB-3 . GCater 90 

3 (21 Ditto. AIM RE I S3 (S) (Dorcheda Rtomg Club) Miss G KeR m M._ K Fawn 89 

4 (81 50021- RADAH163(GIUSWT.1UJams9-1. PRobteson 86 

5 (9) (M333D- RU3AMK4 IW (AtePWStayn| fllfetajn B-13__ SSaraMB fip 

B 11) B10- USTEHBEUiAMN 176(lOsJUDflSttOOBsS-ll _ NDay 87 

7 (7) 605- «WKEB 187 pj VKfeonj w iteMK 8-ifl.... Jo Moras (5) 82 

8 HO) 043- CWVS0UTE 166 |A SHadl BMs8-10. WEddeiy B* 

9 l3| 1000-30 TAKEATURn 14(S)(Steel&RftlComotmL)d)MQanBHi8-10 PtaEddoy 97 

10 (6) 00024(1- SUN LBN 163 (pf) (S CutiHfi MB P [UfleM B-3_ JOftnn 88 

BETTWG: 4-1 Sstoon 5-1 Green jactot. Oreftie. 6-1 Rata. 13-2 Adorn. B-l Manwa 10-1 «sw 
Soyanc Tjfep A 7am V i oter^ 

1997 M0RDCRN SUN 9-1 T l3utm (9-1) T MBs 13 Ol 

cnnumni ir> Bettron 3tei 3rd ol 9 to Muon Gorge n handicap ft wan«wi(im. 
rUnM.rLH/Ub Good to yft) Green Jacket 2 nd ot 3 to Dog Walch te maiden 
- -- Sates ft Nnmwtei i7f. good to sedt). Admire 301 Iffll of T3 to 


Flesonwg n lilies Wed stoke ft Nwoury (71 B4vd. goodto sofil Radar heal ATs FeBa a tn B- 
rurw handicap a (tothngterr) |lm Wyd. good) Hutamma 747 mallStormTehntonHapA 
SatfmB (71. foresaw) Meter Benjamin 381 2Mi ot a to The Ghw-Worm in handicap at 
Newmartet (im. pood lo soflL Krafter 17) 5tt ol 9 to Dashino CWel« mftden slates A Pontefract 
C.m 216yd gcop to firm') Chrysofate 7vSI W ol 10 to DoirtiMl in maiden stakes at Ungtiddtfl. 
aMdl-Take A Turn 6MI Tin ol 22 to Julies Jwel in hftrtiap at Doncato (71. good) Sun lion 
4!M /to of 15 to Hrfl Brcourta in handtcai ft Gowan Pack (71. good) 

TAKE A turn should improve kv Hu longer trip 




COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

H Clanton 
ft Cew 
G Man 
x ucAuks 
R Aimyrcng 


JOCKEYS 

R (todies 


WttHS 1MB % 
11 49 224 

37 169 ri.9 

25 141 17.7 

» 205 137 


CARLISLE 

THUNDERER 

2.15 CaJlemoy. 2.45 Jack Robfao. 3.15 Son Of iris. 
3.50 Menshaar. 4^0 Ingletoniaa 4.50 Warriin. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOB (SOFT IN PLACES) _SIS 

2.15 BORDER NOVICES CHASE (£3.306: 3m) (13) 

1 33U1'APACHE RAfflER 11 (BAG) FManUt* Wi-8_ PCttoemi 10B 

2 2213 CALLERHOVII (BF.S) D Uud) 8-11-8 __J Bute [02 

3 FF23 ETERNAL CITY 12 (BF^)Gacnwfc 7-11-8 .— BHwBnolra 

4 4U51 MAMCA19 (DJ)MDrat6-M-8 ..Tttad 97 

5 21PP SELDOM BUT SEVERE 42 (B.D.B) E BiM 6-11-fi J Cftbghai 99 

6 /ire SOUMKfVNESUiaS) JF4Wfta»-11-e . MAftooeatoM+ 

7 141 CUURABELL115 (OG)JCm*iton 7-11-3-BStorey 102 

8 0404 FBH0EHAMB1BI28RJdvnai7-11-2 _((Johnson 76 

9 /PFF HOWYDUOOING12Srftnenei:B-11-2 .. MrCBme(3) - 

10 D-5P SEVEN POTATO MORE 31 Sr JBertow 98-11-2 . PKvan 69 

it 3G2U a»>ER23(BFifw»Bgri6-”Z_aawfe I00 

12 133U KRAUNGEN 36 (D£) N Otuntntan 6-10-11 - STaykr (3) 86 

13 /006 MEADOWBUW79(F)WtadB-ID-ll_HMcGraOip) 79 

6-4 SouniS Fyne. 5-1 Ajwiir Ruder. Eternal My. Ctanwy. 8-i «hos. 


2.45 


BBC NOVICES HURDLE (£2.612:2m IQ (18) 


1 OP QFTBDX Ilf N Bycrol 6-114.B Grattan (5) 87 

2 0-50 JACKROBBO86JFJiyfrsU6-n-l) MARfrgerakr 75 

3 OfP UNR0VAl£KWG40Uunga 7-11-0 ... Mr B Gibsnn (7) - 

4 034) NBAAL22MHamnoito7-11-0. _ NHongdft(S) - 

5 0-05 THE BURGLAR 28 BGokte6H-0-BHanlng- 

6 3-02 THE SWAN BIBN12 T late S-11-0 -JCftbchanti^ 

7 00 TPU OF THE TRADE 153 actants-11-0 .. AOoMto - 

8 P0 AUNTY NESSC 2BJ G«*d« 6-10-9 .. . R McGrath Q) - 

9 04tP HAM1T0N PRINCESS 7Fh Hogg 6-10-9-M Foster 74 

10 34 IQSSU 31 S Kcdtewd 6-10-9... . Mr C Bwner (3) 100 

11 LADY ARDERJ anted 7-1IF9 __ M Moloney - 

12 3P66 ONE STOP 12MBarnes5-10-9 .STaytorB) 97 

13 ItWP PB1EX11 JCtatai 7-10-9 _B Stony - 

14 TAQiYCAHOtA 128F F Mutagh 6-10-9_U*rtne(7) - 

15 56 BAWARA 151 UiiyjO 4-104-R Son* 83 

16 050S CITY GBIT 8 18) R NOMfKtte 4-104 ..WDwan 80 

17 0F4F FA7HB1SXC B IB) M 4-1M-ASSmlti 90 

10 206 NORMAN CONQUEST 36 M Harrvuond 4-104 — RGartoy 104 

5-2 The Snow Bum. 6-Mac* Rottra. 7-1 Ncnran CsmuM. lOssel. 9-i wher. 


3.15 QUILTER HANDICAP CHASE (E3.599: 3m) (73) 

(sr?-TI-lf ADoOOh 122 
1 10-11-11 . PMwbi 12S 
12 -114- 0 Storey 127 
-11-2 — RGamw 116 
11-10-10 S My (7) 119 
. . . ASSritt 107 
10-2 _ A Thornton 104 

-I-R Suonte U) 2 

-B tattoo Q|Sl 

. .. PCailwny Tl8 
O .. RMcftatopj 12? 
lo in -0 KJohmwi nr 
- - -- JSmpte 115 

3-1 Son m fc. 4-1 Poiei. 5-1 Bette Times Ahead. CcUklli Bay. 10-1 olhas. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

THUNDERER 

7.00 Mac’s Delight 7.30 Featherslone Lane. 8.00 
James Dee. 8.30 Kierans Bridge. 9.00 Anonym. 9.30 
Blooming Amazing. 



GOING: STANDARD 


DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


7.00 


.UU ELR0ND HANDICAP (£2.427; 71) (12) 

1 033- AKAUM168 (RLOttdl 5-104) _ A Deh (3) B 

2 0-21 BLUSHING GflfflADtB 21 (V.CLF.G) M F-Gcder 6-9-10 

3 S480 VRXAffi NATIVE 10 (Cfl X Q«inirfttftivBrawn^MD ,,e ^ * 

MFUnBia 

4 (KM) SS BARDEN 14 (CD5.S) J Cidfean 5-9-10 .... H NWen (S) 2 


8 50-0 X UAXftXS ID (BD.F.G) J G Smift-OdwMp 6-9-5 

9 2051 POW WIW 35 (CO) E Aiawi *-9-5.JFaArel 

10 4 335 AXBMAN MIRHUnutm 6-M . .. Rugpto lZ 

11 3032 nDEAWAXanG7(F)CFftnud4-S4 .. CLowtt»l3l7 

12 000- MACSDBJBTT180HAtttey4-9-0 .... GHtfS 
9-7 Rude Amtanug. 5-1 C-taty T3-3 VUtoge IteHt. MW-, Doutte. 8-i .in 
Matows Pun Wm. 10-1 Atften. Aanui 13-1 utov 

7.30 STR1DER CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2.206:50(6) 

1 1541 FEATHB1ST0NE ONE 7 (CO.F) Mss L SitkU 7-3-0 

Dew UcKeown 4 

2 <*W LORD5KV44 (C0.F.S) A Batov 7-9-3 .... A Uadcay 5 

3 §300 HAMAH'S USHER 10 ICOJ.Gl B Bwgn 6-9 I M Mme 
« 2064 HEAVENLYABSTDFff 7 /VJJ.A.5) PfSb J-8-H JFEttS" 

5 21)3 aSRY WWSCT10 (BBfXD.F^j J Ban Vft-10 

„ C UMtea |3j 1 

6 MB YtHJNG (BNR 7 (BFJF) P Evans 341-10 .. A McCarthy (5j 2 
5-2 Lert Ski. M FestrrJonc Urn 4-1 Touig In. frl tetv MeAv i3 ’ 
H c*B*r Atom, r-r Hmaft s lisAo 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRATCRS. G Wtodnard. 3 wiocis bon 4 nmov 750% U 
Johnston. 58 Wm M2. Bli P Fdtjfte, 9 ham 43 203^ U 
FeOiewa^terteir 3fiwn18.188%.PfeeJc.4Imm2? fa’s j . 


Pram. 14 kon T9. |77H^ 

JOCKEYS: J Waw. 63 wnraw mm 292 rafc ?i». OfV»r.e 
Inm 35.17IV 0 5#eawv. I4 horn B6 163^ K Ffttnn. 18 tan 
114. 1581k J Efffl. 16 kam 106.151%. C Luwlta. i3 tan 88 
1481 


3.50 CUMHERSDALE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.829:2m 41110yd) (9) 

t 04QP MARCHAKTIING12 {V£5)Mtaranml 6-11-13 R fifthly 114 
2 1(08 PAIACEGATEXMG 43 (CJJ5) A WWIat 9-11-12 

I Jantoe (7) 122 

313-P GENBUU. COMMAND 36 (DJ.G^l M TodIWter 10 -U -12 

PCarterrv 

4 400- JOCKS CROSS 406 (C.FB.S1 G tectadS 7-11-10 A Drtto - 


7-210 CHHWY ME 14 (Bf.CO^I PBeainvrt 7-1V2 B Grattan (5) 127 

S3M STOHMYfMflAL fiOfflJ.aS) CFtoter fl-IO-fO. .BSWer - 
9 Q52P DOCXMASTEfl23(65)MbsKUKgan M04) ... LWyw® 
5-2 Mmdoar, 4-1 Pftuaofte lOnft 6-J.Qwny Dec. >-l Joog Crass. B-l 
Uidol Ms®. Anleri Scout, UH (Mm.. 


4.20 SUNDAY CAR BOOT HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.261:2m 41110yd) (9) 

f 12F4 6UWT MP 30 (BF.O.F.G^I S U Mom 8- (2-0 J Catogtai (27 

2 1402 INGlHDMAN 15(C.D.S)BMKtogipn9-11-9 . .BSwray 125 

3 126- UNCLE BBIT 449 EG.S) Miss L (h£C£ll 8-U-3 A Ihoritai ~ 

4 5422 GABJCBLUE32 (0,8) MisSSnVOi8-11-3 ... R&BtfSS] 

5 6P23 PARIAH 5 (D.S) M tuOtaaei 9-11-0 .PCatWiy 12 

6 -220 SUPPOSW 269 (CD/ASl Mr; S inwti I0-1(J-13 

R VWVhson (5) 128 

70051 MY MAN W DUMJAIX M (C^) C Grant 9-10-0 . R Sncrfe 100 

B5452 BITACRACK 52 (CDJ.S) J Bated 11-10-0 . L CKaa 100 

95P44 CROWDED HOUSE 25 (S) B Blisan 10-10-0 RMcGrfth(3) 99 
3-1 GmUc BV». 1-2 hgiHinan. 5-r taro to® Pajtfv. 11-2 My Man toDuntek 
12-1 Suobow EMaaack 16-1 oUh-. 

4.50 CURR0CK NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.612:2m 4(110yd) (13) 


1 23P3 CATTBUHEtsCHOICE 12JJMsrwnS H IO ... LWyer 113 

2 412P HURST RYH114 iCD F51 f Munagh 6-11-8 .. A DoObki 117 

3 6623 OUEBK BRIGADE 12fWtfon6-n-4 . BStorey KM 

4 5422 ARENTWELUCKY28JJD'NeiH5-11-2__ PCarton 112 

5 5623 WARRUVaSCFJrttora-f-fM .... AnomaroOfl 
5 B211 CRABBIE'5 PMDE 31 B) MisSSmUiB-ll-l . .HG»*dia 

7 QB6 COURSE DOCTOR 31 G M Moac 6-1D-1I .. J Cftteghai 10? 

8 404 SEfTDNBUVKE 28 UWagtw 4-iO-U F Leahy (3) 100 

9 -056 BLACK KE BOY 11F1B) R Bastonm M0-6 H Basflmai (31 112 

10 054 DtSTWCT 30 A Htfttec 5-10-0 . B HtrOng W 

11 P55 0VB1 THE BIWi 30 B Madaggari 6-10-0 _G Let 110 

12 POPO NORTHERN FLASH 12 J tayria 4-10-0 ... STavton3) 99 

13 OP-P OTTADffU 151 W Reed 6-10-0.R McGralti (3) 90 

3-1 *w>l Wt Lucvv. 4-1 CrftjUe-sPruM. 5-1 Cfttaiw i Oirtw. 8-1 Hurt Fta. 
KM Orer 77 k tan. l?-r mtvr 

COURSE SPECiALiSTS" 

tiiAWKS: Mr. M (ferelev. 31 wraner, Horn 102 nunners. 30.4%. J 
Tare. 3 Iran ia 300%. 6 Richards, 27 tan 128. 21.1% J 
Maroon. II tan 56. t96%, l lungo 16 tan 9). 176%. J 
Htogaftd. 4 tan 24. It 7%. Mr. S Smith, ii bom 72. is3% 

13«WbsH orn39tides 33.3%.WDtwtag.3 
5n!L W i£!5L P ,?¥ n - "■ - ? 3%. B Grattan. 4 bom 20. 

20.0%. ADoltVi 241ronl33.18fl%. LWyo. 7 Iran 40. lr.5%. G 
Ua. 7 tan 46. I52°5 f? supple. 9 tan 5 4. (4 6% 

BUNKERED FJF1ST TIME WoNerhamplon: 7.00 Jo 
Maximus 9.00 Mendoza. 9 30 Protaras Bay 


SStori® MA1DENAUC ™ ,M "*■ 


2 5S HAOEQA / (V) P Feat 8-10 . _ 

3 THE DONK B RdiMmII 6-5 

» aasasw^ 15 -" ■ 

11 CASHW B Pftling 94 J '.7~.. 

3 D6JTIT0 E Aiyon 8-0 . 

10 RED SYMPHONY j Btnv 7-12 . 

|1 3 RISKY VALQmNE 4 J StKargu 7-13 " 

12 TROJAN 6ffiL N uunaJen /■); 

5-2 Ben StaXmw. 61 h": Dora. 7-1 ftaj Vftoitme, 8-1 h* 


D Sweeney (3)5 
. J F Egan If 
... M Eaton 10 
PMcCft»J3)3 
McCteVry (5) 12 
S Drome 9 
.. riAeuntsfi 
.. J Quinn Z 
... Mtanfl 
p Fossey (3)' 
„ Al^fty7 
... A WKb* 4 

top 10 -) otvn 


8,30 MQRD0R HANDICAP (£3.460: >m 71) (6) 

t £ wsssse:;tssi 

6 -121 NERANS BRIDGE 14 (fc, A JSwK^S*' JUM) 

to*"™*- 4 ’ ! ***° too MtotaW 

9.00 SARUMAN SELLING STAKES 

(£1.918. lm 100yd) (9) 5 

i s 

I S CUj 3SJI 

6 300- PETUNTSE 187 j (tat* - — XSSS 

7 300. hAira tmotaow 4.9-3 

® ’JjJD JAmAlomiRtabn-jiejnigi. 

9 -006 CHKA SHAN 43 (V) 3 MAv j J .7 ■- PMI XSj 

- A " dnm 94 5 ‘ 1 IM Men** 14 ., 


I MW wSSuS&MEr.&i ■ - 

0 4061 a«(HAf}OT8ff iG jp5bL^?9 4-8-4 - PFesse 
9 42-3 PROTARAS BAY 31 nnPraut? -3 /-,- • flMcC!!rtn 
>0 -oos ma^BlMKS^r 4 7 -' 0 . Nfc 

1 .>—•<«,Hs«»,,," 
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Where ponies learn 

to play The Game 


p 


jolo. Nick Williams said, is 
'a game about battle, it was 
invented for battle, to train 
warriors for battle, to allow 
trained warriors to keep their edge 
m battle. George Unveil said that 
sport was war minus the shooting. 
i’oIo is a cavalry skirmish minus 
the swords. 

Polo is battle. Oh. I thought, it 
wasm just me then. Recalling that 
cavalry skirmish of whirling sticks 
1 had taken pan in a few years ago: 
hopeless at the little matter of 
whacking the damn ball. I was at 
least able to ride, and therefore to 
give opponents a hard rime. 1 could 
ride, therefore I was at least able to 
fight. 

Dirtiest game i have ever played, 
and 1 used to be a goalkeeper in 
football, too. The horse was first 
domesticated for battle, not for 
agriculture or portage. And there, 
’schooling a polo pony with quiet 
self-possession. Rod Williams, son 
"f Nick, a man who, on the ground, 
hair tousled by removal of the polo 
helmet, has the quiet self-confident 
air of a man who has cut a swath 
through the Carolines and 
Arabellas of the polo fields of 
England. 

.He was 14 or 15 when I last met 
him. certainly at an age before one 
iltvs much about the Arabellas of 
life, and as perfectly mannered and 
as charming and as self-confident a 
lad as the public schools of Eng¬ 
land are capable of producing. 

But then we started playing polo. 
My dear, the language. I didn’t 
know the public schools taught 
such termp. stiil less their accurate 
deployment. I hadn’t heard so 
much effing and blinding since f 
was last in a newspaper office. 
Most nf it from little Roddy, but a 
good bit more from an Argentine 
(our-goaier who had picked up the 
lingo very nicely. Oh. and me. I felt 
it my duty to contribute. 

‘Very calculating player these 
days,” his father said. People do 
cairn down, some of them, anyway. 
"Not so wild as he was." Rod is a 
professional player these days, 
playing off six goals (that means 
really rather good), more Hoddle 
than Gazza. 

And there he was. at his father’s 
place, the Inglesham Polo Centre, 
preparing horses for the season 
that is almost upon us. He was 
schooling a new horse, unused to 
The Game, (“i don’t race." the 


Success on the polo field depends 
to a large degree on horse and 
rider striking the right balance 



Maltese Cat. the 
polo pony in the 
Kipling story, 
said. “I play The 
Game.") Rod was 
passing the mallet 
up and down, 
around and 
around while the 
horse watched it 
with wary eyes. 

But unmoving, 
even though it is a 

horse’s nature to 
shy and spook at 
such things. A 
polo pony must 
leant to work 
against his 
nature. 

But only in that 
way. Ail that stop¬ 
ping and turning, 
horses do it natu¬ 
rally. The trick is 
to get them to do it 
when a human 
asks. That is why the schooling 
matters, why it is so intriguing to 
witness. Polo is in a sense the most 
natural of all the horsey sports; in 
another the most artificial. But that 
is true in some measure of all of 
them. 

Is it possible to explain the sheer 
bliss of riding a beautifully- 
schooled polo pony? You look over 
your shoulder, and the horse, 
following your gara, spins like a top 
on its own hocks. It feels just a little 
bit like a miracle. As you turn your 
body to look, so the pony feels, 
reads and understands the move¬ 
ments of your body. And merrily 
wheels beneath you. 

Balance. That is the essence of it 
all: balance simple and balance 
complex. You need the balance of 
the human on the horse and the 
balanceofthehorseanthe ground. 
But especially, you need the bal¬ 
ance between die two species of 
mammal involved. It is not exactly 
mystical; hard to think of a more 
physical business, really. 

"You’re carrying a child on your 
shoulders through an orchard,” 


Talking 
horse 



IS 


Nick said. "And 
the child reaches 
out to grab an 
apple. What do 
you do? Do you let 
the child fall? Do 
you fall flat on 
your face? No. 
You move beneath 
the child, to keep 
his weight on your 
shoulders." 

And that, he 
says, is how a polo 
pony treats his 
rider. Polo ponies 
arc famous for 
being responsive. 
They should be 
famous for being 
responsible. A 
polo pony knows 
how to look after 
you. 

It comes partly 
from schooling, 
partly from na- 
true of all horsey 


ture. That 
disciplines from raring to dressage. 
And there was Simon Coddington, 
Nick’s assistant, schooling horses 
ready for the new season; on a grey 
horse with large black spots, a 
horse that was delighting him. 
“Very clever." he said. A kind 
animal who listened and didn’t 
need telling twice. 

1 have always loved these mo¬ 
ments before the big event is upon 
us. or before the season starts, the 
times when all is promise and 
hope: boxing gyms rich with the 
stench of hope: April cricket nets 
eager with new banter; the training 
field at Bisham Abbey before a 
football international. 

And in the horsey world, the 
stable yard has something that die 
race, the match, the event can never 
quite equal. Which is a future. 
These moments, these days and 
weeks of preparation have some¬ 
thing that not even the magic 
moment of victory can touch — that 
glorious sense of what-happens- 
next. 

The polo ponies leam to do the 


stopping and spinning and the 
flying changes at their riders' 
request. Out in the arena, where 
the newish discipline of arena polo 
— rather like five-a-side foot ball — 
is the latest boom sport, the horses 
are being schooled with nonchalant 
work with stick-and-ball: learning 
to enjoy the kickabout before they 
are hardened for battle. 

Enviable to watch, the easy 
swing of the stick, the effortless, 
certain middling of the ball. Prac¬ 
tice is in a way more vivid than 
com peri non — the understated 
skills ore so much easier to follow 
and to comprehend. 

"You get a bunch of people, 
children, any kind of novice riders, 
and they are tense and concentrat¬ 
ing on what they are doing and 
falling ofT and so on." Nick said. 
“And then you give them all sticks 
and ball and they forget about all 
their worries. They just ride. I had a 
group from the Territorial Army 
the other day. Most couldn't realty 
ride when they came. They left after 
they had all taken part in the most 
tremendous game of polo." 

And that in a single yam. is the 
heart and soul of it. You don't 
worry about the horse, you worry 
about the ball and the goal. That is 
polo's strength, and its weakness. 
You ride the horse with something 
aside from thought. In other horsey 
disciplines, where the horse is the 
end rather than the means, you ride 
with something beyond thought 


I 


s that fair? Probably not Says 
more about me than about 
polo. It is just that when I am 
on a horse. 1 think about the 
horse. Not a ball; still less an 
opponent. 1 prefer whisky to bran¬ 
dy as welL 

The horsey world is full of 
hermetically-sealed compartments. 
All horsey people think their own 
discipline is the supreme discipline; 
that all other horsey disciplines are 
but pale shadows of the real thing. 
All foreign horsey disciplines com¬ 
pletely miss the point of what 
people and horses are realty all 
about All horsey people are just 
like the Maltese Cat and think of 
their game as The Game. 

But there is another bit of Kipling 
that sums up the eternal divisions 
of the horsey world: “There are 
nine thousand ways of constructing 
trite! lays. And-every-singleone- 
of-them-is-right!" 



With the new season imminent the father and son team of Nick and Rod Williams get a pony 
used to the sdck-and-baU routine at the Inglesham Polo Centre. Photograph: Hugh Routfedge 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
3.0 retess sf««i 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pramtar <S- 
vtskxi: Ballymena u Omagh. CMtaraiffle v 
Lnfekt. Cotoialne v /Wr Crusaders v 
Gteruren Ptwadowj v Gtantoran Firtt 
drvryom Banqar v Dirflannon Swttts 
Critic* v Lame. Unready Utd v Dsfllefy. 
Nr-vvry v BaMydartr 

FA1 HAHP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier division. Demy v Dundafc (7301. 
iJicftioume v SLgo (7 0) 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE 
Premier cftvtefon: Atfnondsduy vCjnencn; 
BanOury v Halen. Bnesni vTuHIay; Didcnl 
, Snonwiood. EncWeigh v Mrflbury. North 
Lmyh v Airegdon. Smndon Supamanrw v 
i amort Wantage v High»wth 
4RNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE 
Fire! division. BtfnsFnfnTcwnvBedlmgtan 
T «n*ns Gone*! v Crook Durham v 
'jjhnftran Eawxjlcn v Morpeth. Penrth v 
rnns-'on Federation. FfTM Newcastle v 
SioiTon v NonnaHerton. 
i.-nv l v Morion 

WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE Fire* 
division: Chatham v Cametbuy. Corrthian 
. Enin- Deal v Beckenham, ureenwich v 
-mi* Heme Bay v Thamesmoad. Rams- 
Folkestone Irn/ida. Sheppey v VCD' 
,.fc Green v Cray. Tunbndge WeH& v 
• ►ijiaWe Town 

■rtJREWHX OMECT LEAGUE Premier 
•jwiMon: Bsck-wefl v Tomngwrv. BnCgwalei 

Uumou 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
i c AGUE Premier division south: 
wVisham v Hanwrt. Barkraude v 
.-■HciWts. Bumsdcwn v St Mar- 
...idir-twy HareTieM v Brook House. 

Bom v Harmgey Boro. isirerran v 
. ...onsUekl. Rufitp Manor * WaBrtam 
i-'-v Premier division north: Aiiesey 
. ..'ii v Milan Keynes. Bedford v Roysion. 
.,,-vneen v Buckingham Ainleuc. 

,-iimd v Under. Crtney. Leichwonh v 
, t .1 tesoon. Pacers Bar Town v 

- - Kiiesvvade. Welwyn Garden v 
i .Vmgnn 

cnUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE FW 

...uimoinO) WvnbiedcxivSouthampton 
'ui WycomOe v Lulon it I Ol 
^■■liTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE 
. iu-,r, v Lenstrury: CW Salewns vOV 
. .•'lfc-nons. NaiWPS Bank v Atofflndra 

- fyd Bromteans v Broomfield 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE Brora v Hunihr. 

Mechanics v Fra&eftNiqn. 
. , v Naim Ccunly Pmerfiead v 

vYliham Rothes v Elgin 
iRAGE COMBINED COUNTIES 
f P \GUE Premier division: Ash y Reatrtig 
■ i-n Bcdloiil v WestfteW. Crtpstead v 
’ Chessmgton and hook w 

Mhivti Famham v AsMonf. Goewimlng 
■ . (TudHor J v Rayries Park Vale. Hartley 
■ \.iWv v Ndheme. Viiung Spots v 
„*'i(Fi 

vilRTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Brat 
?iSaon: Aihcrton LR * OncoiOr. BLKfc- 
* Hadrgden Derwm v 
’■’•ir'rtoo Coihcnes. GWsop North IEnd v 
y-ct CaWes. Kictogreoe v Salford. 
Town v CHheroe: Rarr>3tX«om v 
■*:, Bossand^e v M'assiey. Si 

-u 'cts - Hotka OW Boys. Wamnfllon v 
1L onail GM 

ccfiSf. SENIOR l£AGUt,P<wnlardj- 
Sawtindgewwth v Stonsted. 


BANKS’S BREWERY LEAGUE Premier 
revision: Bkmnch S v Malvem T; 

Towrn v Tividale: GomaJ A v 
StDwport S v BusUBhotme: Wata*' 

Kmgion Town. Wfestfiete v Uxfiow T, 
Worvwhampton C v Dartaston, Wolver¬ 
hampton v Lye Town 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNHES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier dhWon: Diss v Harwich end 
Perkesion. By v Buy Tow FobtsJore P 
and T v Helen Greet Yarmouth v 
Woodbridge Town. Newmarket v Gorlaston. 
Softam v Cfacton. Stowmarkd v Sndbvy 
Wanderers; Sud&uy Town v Fakenham. 
Tiptree v Wroxham. Watboys v Halstead. 

UHLSPOHT UNITED COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier revision: Boston v Bucking¬ 
ham. Cogenhoe v Mlnteea Btackstwe: 
Eynesixrv v Hobeech: Ford Sports v 
Spalding. Long Buckby v Borne Patton v 
Mtoottafi Steward v Noriharmion Spen¬ 
cer. WeUmgfccfough v S and L Corby. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hret 
revision: Eastbourne Town v Arundel. 
Haiteham v WiCK. Urtchornpton v Horsham 
VMCA. Pcacehaven and Teteccmbe v 
Chichester. Rmgmer v Setaey. Shorehcm v 
Longney Sports. Wtnrehawk v Salldean 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE BarvrcB 
v Shttnal T. BokJmere Si M v Ofobury. 
Sndgnotih v Rocester Chase: own v 
wmenhaii. Stapenhill v Bfoxwlch 
Town. Stratford T v Wngs Noncn. 
WednesheW vPershore TWMd Police v 
Knypcrstoy V 

FA PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE BaTOtey v 
Leeds (t 101 SPwffieW Wacbesdsy v Darey 
(i 10) Sunderland v Chetea (IT 0) 

RUGBY UNION 
Kick-off 3 0 unless staled 
Afied Dunbar Premiership 
First division 

GlouoesKYvNewcaslte/2.15}.—. 

Nonhampion v London Ireh .. 

SalevLeicester ....... . -— 

Second revision 

Btackhealh vOne* . .. .... ... .. • 

Eyelet v Wafceted .- 

FyWe v London Scotlish ... ...— . - 
Mnr.fijyvCoventry .. .... ........ P 

RCilhemam v Bedford . .... -—..... - 

Waiertoo v West Hartlepool .. 

Jewson National League 
Fire* revision 

Uverpotf St Helens v fliigOy . 

Lydnty v Re3dng .. ... 

Newbury v Nottingham . • ...... 

Otiey v Motley . . .. •• - 

Rotityn Park v London Welsh .. „ - 

Whamoaie v Hairogme .- —-- 

Worcester v Leeds ...--- — • p 

Second revision north 

Hincwey v Siouwdoe ... 

LicnriHd v Sedgley Parti ........ .. .. 

Nuneaton v Preston Grasshoppers P 

Sandal v Manchesier - - . 

Sheffield v .-• - 

wasafl v Birn«ngham/SoiihL< .... r 
Wlnrungior. Park v Aspalna.. 

Second division south 

Cheltenham v Rednuh --. p 

Csner v North Watsham - . 

Henley v Bridgwater.- 

Metropolitan PoScp » CBiton- 

Ptymouth v Havant.. • 

Tabard v Cambertey . .— • 

Wpsto»si»fl('M3m v Barking . .. — 

THWAITES NORTH. R*s* cSvbion: 
Br*}iry$Qn v Brou^iton Pa>*. Oonoster v 


•*L_ 

RUGBY UNION 

aiireti Dunbar PnetnleraWp 
fitsi division 

,.,^i&-’HaiU?qura 13.0). 

Swale® 
jun rtei-fin® 

, !n ein v T4eath ( 2 . 0 ). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
.19 Super League 
vflord v Leeds (6.35). ..-. 

hockey 

, fl ,-*PEAN SIX NATIONS TOUR- 

!,*SSnw The soaun Maonteynee 

’ ^hWan Kevn« HC)- Bow: 

..in.-i v Scotland iTt.30i Undre-IE 
v Hofend it 01 Germany v 
,20. Girts: Under 1ft EngOi»1 v 


TOMORROW 


HoMand (11.0). Scotand v Sptw OOJ. 
Dnder-16: EhgUnd w t30t. Scrt- 

fend v Spah <5 0J 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL Budweiser chanip- 
to^ip: Pltvoffc, first legp London 
Newcastle Eagles (5 01 
CYCLING Thamffi Vefoi 1 TWri road race 
(ai Great Mi non. Odordshte. i 0) 
unTQRCYCUNG. World surerWiB 

Park). 

MOTOR RACING: Brtreh touring car 
cnortpkxrsrtp lai Thrudon). 

SNOOKER- Brttrsh Open (at Plymoulh 
Pavikms) 

sgsaasawsssR 

(2J0). Newcastle « Slc*t> (6 JO). 


HD v 
ison 


Stockton, Mlddeebnugh v Tynedale: 
Wldnes v New Brighton: West PJrk 
Bramhope v Wigton. 

MIDLANDS: First dM&lon: Bantxsy v 
Scunthorpe: Barkers Butts v WoNet- 
hampton: Belgrora v WMchuch. 
Broadstreat v Wesoagtv Breton v 
Camp HA v Stoke-on-Trart. 

KarHwortfr. Hereford v MensBekt 
SOUTH WEST: Rrel dwWon: 

Stroud: Launoesum v Mwdenhead. 
v Gloucester Old Boys. Penzance and 
Nariyn v Bradmet Torquay v Bametap*? 

SwatecCup 

OuarmHlnate 

EbbwVale v Swansea (6.0). 

Newport v Poniycndd (2J0J-- 

Seven Sisters v Gamdrtfaith (2.30). 

Welsh League 
Fast dhrtaion 

Blackwood v Treorchy (2.30). 

Bonymaen v Maesteg (2 30)... 

Caerphfily v CardBf Institute (2 30) „ _ 
Cress Ktysv Merthyr (2.3(9- .. 

. — j , v Dunvara (2 30). 

I v Newbridge (2.30).— 

bertftery GOO ).. 


South vValee Poles v Aberavon (230)... 
SECOND DIVtStON: Narbenh v Yatrad- 
gyntas. Tenby Utd V Mountain Ash 

Tannents Premiership 
Division 38 

Glasgow Southern v Siewamy . 

Tennants Vatvat Cup 
Ouartar-fin^ 

Stirling County v Cume .... 

TENNENTB VELVET BOWL: Quarter* 
Gnats: Morgan Acad FP v R>ss High 
Strettireore v Cartha OP 

AIB League 
First revision 
BLjctocck Cdtege v 

Cork Coh6titulion (230). 

Dolphin v Larsdowne (2.30). 

Dungannon v Cfontart (2.30).. 

Ganyowran v BaUymena (2.30) .. 

Old BeNederev St Mary's College (230) 
Terenure Coiege v Shannon (2 30) ..... 
Young Munster v Old Crescent (2.30) . 

Second dfvfafon 

DLSP v UCC (230).... 

Deny v BecJAre Rangers (2.30)- 

Greyslones v Stories (2 30) .. . - 
Instotians v Sunday's Well (2.30) — 

Matone v Galwegians (230)... 

Old Wesley v Montcsiown (2O0i. 

Wanderers v Buccwreers (2.30)- 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Kick-Off 2.30 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE Pm- 
mler dMskn Beverley v Dudtey Hi: 
Ecuemcnl v Watney Central, Hewonti v 
fekam. Mayfield y Lel^i Miners. OWiam Si 
Arww's vSadcaeinwth. Vlfcsi Hid vWgan S» 
Patrick's. FJta revision: Barrow Island v 
Lagh East. Bteekbroc*. v Wan 
MokS&oea v Eastmaor, Ouicti v MWord. 
SkklauQh v R«Wl: Wlgai St Jude's v Easi 
Leeds. Second revision: Cedes v 
NormanWK FoairiergonB Amaeur v 
Dodworth, Hull Dockers v New FerswuA; 
SiddBl v Ouendon 

HOCKEY 

EUROPEAN SIX NATIONS TOUR¬ 
NAMENT (at The StacSren, MHon Keynes 
mt MDforr Keynes N Q- Bays: Under-lft 
Scotland v Germany (12J0). England v 
Holland (1-0) Undar-18: France v Scotland 
i2J)). Engtarid v Spain (3 0). GHt Under- 
1ft ScuUPnd v Germany 00). England v 
Span (H O) Under-16: Engtod vTrance 
_ l).ScotmJ' 


( 100 ). 


jv Hound (4 30) 


OTHER SPORT 


BOXING: British BghtweJgtfl champ- 
lonship: W ftgtry (Manchester, newer) v M 
Sown (Walworth) (at (he Flephara fi Castle 
Centre. London). 

BASKETBALL Budwtaer championship: 
Pfery-offe, first lag; Demy Storm v 
Bfemfn^um BulleiE (7 30L Thames VBfcy 
Tigers v Sheffield Shorts (B0). 

MOTQRCYCUNG: World supflrbita 
tdiampiorahlp: thkd round (at Domngtori 

Pak) 

SNOOKER Braxn Open (at PtymcMh 
PaviHons). 

SPEEDWAY: Speedway Star Cup: Cov¬ 
entry v Snmdon (730); Easttwme v 
toSWXh 1730). Pramtar League Cup: 
Be™** v ShdMd (7 Ot. Soke v Glasgaw 
(730) 


ATHLETICS: McCQLGAN’S PREPARATIONS PUT HER AT DISADVANTAGE IN BALMORAL CHALLENGE 

Raddiffe well primed for battle royal 


GIVEN that the venue is 
Balmoral Castle, one can al¬ 
most hear the cry. The Queen 
is dead. Long live the Queen." 
However tempting that may 
be if Paula Radclific defeats 
Liz McColgan in the Balmoral 
Highland Challenge today, it 
would also be unfair. 

The race distance, five 
miles, is more suited to Rad¬ 
diffe "S recent training titan to 
McColgan’s, yet it is impossi¬ 
ble to escape the condusion 
that, in comparing these two 
jewels in the crown of British 
women’s distance running, 
one is gaining in sparkle, the 
other losing. 

When Raddiffe relieved 
McColgan of her longstand¬ 
ing British 10,000 metres 
record last Saturday, it was 
the latest in a string 
of impressive performances 
from the Bedford and County 
athlete in the past 13 months. 


By David Powell, athletics correspondent 


They include finishing run¬ 
ner-up twice in die world cross 
country championships, set¬ 
ting a British and Common¬ 
wealth 5.000 metres record 
and only narrowly missing a 
medal at 5,000 metres in the 
world championships. 

By contrast. McColgan, 
who. at 33. is nine years 
Radcliffe’s senior, has not 
produced a run that has 
impacted on the national con¬ 
sciousness since the Flora 
London Marathon, a year ago 
this weekend. On that occa¬ 
sion, McColgan lost, but only 
after an epic battle with Joyce 
Chepchumba. of Kenya, 

Since then, McColgan has 
lost her unbeaten record in the 
Great North Run. taken four¬ 
teenth place in the Tokyo 
Marathon and finished so for 
behind Catherina McKieman 


in a half-marathon last month 
as to suggest she has little 
chance of beating the Irish¬ 
woman in the London Mara¬ 
thon on April 26. If there is to 
be a Scottish challenge to 
Raddiffe today, it may come 
from Yvonne Murray. 

Murray has not raced for 
five months, though. She has 
been putting in the training as 
background for her first at¬ 
tempt at a marathon towards 
the end of this year. In the 
meantime, it is uncertain 
whether she will defend 
her Commonwealth Games 
10.000 metres title in Kuala 
Lumpur in September. 

Surft are the standards that 
Raddiffe sets herself chat she 
was not wholly satisfied by 
cutting almost nine seconds 
from McColgan’s 1991 British 
record with her 30min 


48-58sec in Lisbon. "I enjoyed 
it. ir was good," Raddiffe 
reflected, soberly, as she arri¬ 
ved at Balmoral. 

Why not ecstatic? "Well, I 
would have liked to have won 
the race as well,” Raddiffe 
added. Fernanda Ribeiro. of 
Portugal, the Olympic cham¬ 
pion. ran a personal best to 
beat Raddiffe in a dose finish. 

The distance today, when 
Grandstand screens what it 
believes is the first televised 
sports event in the grounds of 
the Queen’s summer resi¬ 


dence. is in keeping with 
Raddiffe*s recent races. It is 
asking a lot of McColgan to 
find the speed to match Rad¬ 
diffe after a critical phase of 
marathon training. 

"The distance is definitely in 
my favour." Raddiffe said. 
"Liz is getting ready for the 
marathon, but, having said 
that she is coming up to her 
competition whereas 1 have 
gone past mine." This is 
Raddiffe’s last race before she 
takes a break. For McColgan. 
it will not matter if the jewel is 
dull today, as long as it glitters 
in London. 






2s. ~ '"-•’l/r-.-oVjV'i . 



McColgan, left, may find five miles too short, while Raddiffe will relish the distance 

Sri Lankan sprinter banned 


THE leading Sri Lankan ath¬ 
lete and Asia’s fastest woman, 
Susanthika Jaya-singhe, has 
been suspended after testing 
positive twice for perfor- 
mance-enhandng drugs. The 
International Amateur Athlet¬ 
ic Federation (1AAF) told the 
Sri fankan Amateur Athletics 
Association that a urine B 
sample taken last month 
contained traces of Nandro- 
Ione. a banned steroid. 

The 1AAF rejected an expla¬ 


nation by the runner after her 
first sample, taken during 
random testing of athletes 
training for the 2000 Olympic 
Games, also tested positive 
last month. 

“Her explanation was not 
accepted by the IAAF and we 
have therefore decided to 
temporarily suspend her 
pending an official inquiry," 
Rohan Amarasinghe. the Sri 
Lankan AAA secretary, said. 

Jayasinghe; who won the 


200 metres silver medal at the 
world championships in Ath¬ 
ens last year, claimed the 
samples had not been sealed 
property and accused Sri Lan¬ 
kan Sports Ministry officials 
of tampering with them. 

□ Hire mi Suzuki of Japan, 
the winner of the women's 
marathon at the world cham¬ 
pionships last year, has with¬ 
drawn from the Flora London 
Marathon on April 26 
because of a foot injury. 
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COMPANY GOLF DAYS 

RESULTS 

The four top secrets in bi? incividua! 
S'sb'.eford ciTpetitions clayed on the coxpar.v 
golf dajs listed iilov; new comprise the company 
teem ciigib.c to qualify for a rtgiora: final. 


Venue Adjusted Score 


22 SEP COMPUTING SERVICES WENTWORTH 

a SOFTWARE ASSOCIATION 

jumur -ipticttTTj* 'nmnn -loonra 

23 SEP BOND PEARCE SOLICITORS CRANE VALLEY 

MSTWSMS* -H1MEMVMTTM SMTU 
23 SEP SAFETYNETPLC BEAC0NSFIELD 

JtnCKETTM n«una -bkjnctji mhinkonv 

23 sep wnnfiunRBANDEiKTRicnnr rockmouwt 
■SKUAS •smsuunsT -coons urn -jc&iowk 

23 SEP DAVID MACAUlfY KNOTT END 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
DMUucr* - oManets* ‘AMkhnu -aMasuwn 
25 SEP SET0N HEALTHCARE GROUP PLC MERE 
bbuueu -imnas -wrename -awuMBiM 

2SSEP NATIONWIDE BIHIDIMG SOCIETY BQW00D 
«runtsn hcqxk -nirrszs'LnitHWMK 

2 OCT FLOORING SOlimONS LTD LANCASTER 

■wooo24 -Breasts -saau ‘unas 
2 OCT BRACHERS SOLICITORS M0ATIANDS 

G DEMME31 •BW0T7M38 -CMIfflBin 'A BETTS 32 

31 DEC ANGLO HOLT CONSTRUCTION LTD LITTLE ASTON 

turn -arercoasT *dwbmtts -aranam 
1998 

19 MAR SOFTBOND ENGINEERS PENN 

I CUME 31 •CSTMVBD35 •PHSHMT3] "S WfiVS S3 
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44 SPORT 

Jalabert’s " 
clear run 
falls short 
of overall 
victory 

By Peter Bryan 
CHRIS BOARDMAN pul Ied 

out of the final day of iheTour 
of the Basque Country ui 
Spain yesterday, dashing 
hopes that the Briton might 
win his speciality event, the 
dosing 25-tnile time-maL 
Boardman. the world one- 
hour record-holder, now 
plans to take a brie f bre ak 
from racing to try to recover 
completely from a viral infec¬ 
tion that has dogged his early 

season. , _ . 

Inigo Cuesta, from Spain, 
held on to become the overall 
race winner, despite losing 
the time-trial to Laurent 
JaJebert the world No 1 from 
France, who had started it 
51 sec in arrears. In a desper¬ 
ate last five kilometres, Cuesta 
nulled back on the impressive 
lead that Jalebert had estab¬ 
lished to win the race overall 
by 3 sec. . 

Alex Zulle. from Switzer¬ 
land. who beat Boardman 
and Tony Rominger to the 
world time-trial tide two years 
ago, finished third overall 
yesterday, Imin 36sec behind 
Cuesta, 

The Good Friday interna¬ 
tional meeting at Heme Hill, 
in London, which traditional- ^ 
ly opens the British outdoor 
track season, was cancelled 
yesterday, four hours after its 
scheduled starting time. 
Officials carried out two in¬ 
spections before deriding that 
the continuous rain made me 
track unsafe for raring. 

The last occasion that rain 
prevented the meeting from 
being held was in 1993. Unlike 
that year, the organisers yes¬ 
terday confirmed that there 
were no plans for an alterna¬ 
tive date later in the season. 

For some home riders, their 
regret was tinged with a 
feeling of relief, it meant, for 
example, that Rob Hayles and 
Matthew Illingworth, his 
Team Brite colleague, had 
time to spare before they line 
up today for the start of the 
Girvan threetiay road race in 
Ayrshire, where Hayles de¬ 
fends his 1997 overall victory. 


ALFA ROMEO 


CYCLING: PARIS-ROUBAIX RACE 


I !MPFI PNT1NG TEST IN NORTHERN 


U TULIN La: ranio-nuupniA» : -- . a 

Taxing ordeal for even the gre atest 


T here may be mile . 
upon mile of broken - 
cobblestones to nego¬ 
tiate and the constant 
threat of crashes, punctures 
and fractured bones to con¬ 
tend with, but then it is the 
cruel and unforgiving nature 
of the Paris-Roubaix cycle race 
that makes victory especially 
prized. 

Success in a brutal event, 
known as the “Hell of the 
North", guarantees a rider 
lasting fame. No matter what 
other trials and tribulations 
he may suffer, to be acclaimed 
in Roubaix’s old velodrome 
places him among the legend¬ 
ary figures of the sport 
Since the race was first run 
in April 1896. with just 51 
riders, it has become recog¬ 
nised as the roughest and 
toughest one-day event of the 
year. Even with modem sus¬ 
pension systems and more 
resilient equipment the 
265 -kilometre classic remains 
a lottery. 

Although loved and 
loathed in equal measure by 
modem professionals, they 
know that the race is a 
barometer of a champion’s 
greatness. Eddie Merckx, 
winner on three occasions, 
loved it but Bernard HinaulL 
like Merckx a five-time Tour 
de France champion, consid¬ 
ered the event to be a cruel 
and archaic farce. 

Under pressure from the 
French media, Hinault final¬ 
ly won in 1981, although his 
chances were almost ruined 
after he swerved and crashed 
while avoiding a stray dog. 
Having proved his point, the 
Breton never lined up at the 
stan again. 

While motorway networks 
and TGV lines south of Lille 
have eradicated many of the 
old farm tracks that were in 
use 102 years ago. there are 
still enough sections of rup¬ 
tured cobbles, or pave, to test 
the resolve of the most hard¬ 
ened professional. 

In die early days, Parts- 
Roubaix attracted a mixture of 
mavericks and opportunists 
who would have been lost 
among the tactical complex¬ 
ities of present-day raring. On 
heavy, single-geared, bone¬ 
shaking machines, they would 
push and shove their way over 


Jeremy Whittle looks 
back at some of 


the more bizarre 
incidents in an 
event strictly 
for the brave 

the muddy cobbles, a bottle of 
wine stuffed into a pocket of 
their twill jackets and a 
chunk of bread and pate 
strapped to the handlebars. 

It was in the early 1920s, 
when the route ran among 
the trenches and shell holes of 
a war-tom landscape, that 
the race came into its own. 
Betting on it was rife and. 
with big money involved, 
spoiling tactics became com¬ 
monplace. Nails were thrown 
into the path of some of me 
favourites, while others were 
pulled from their bikes and 
their machines stolen or 
smashed. 

Perhaps the most bizarre 
mishap befell Georges Passe- 
rieu in 1907. when, with 
victory in sight, he was 
stopped close to the finish and 
asked to produce evidence of 
payment of taxes by an over- 
zealous gendarme. Luridly, 
the baffled Passerieu still had 
enough of an advantage to 



Museeuw: 1996 winner 
and favourite tomorrow 


secure final victory. TJiese 
days, the mixture ofdung 
and mud thrown up from the 
ruptured roads and sardoni¬ 
cally referred to by the riders 
as “Belgian toothpaste" is one 
of the few things that connect 
the elite with their pioneering 

predecessors. 

The favourite for this year s 
race is Johan Museeuw,_ of 

Belgium, now dominating 
one-day racing much as Sean 
Kelly, of Ireland, did in the 
1980s. Like Kelly, twice a 
winner in Roubaix, Mu- 
seeuWS muscular style is 
suited perfectly to the brutal 

conditions of the pave. 

Museeuw. who won the 
Tour of Flanders last weekend 
with a bold solo attack, won 
Paris-Roubaix two seasons 
ago. but that long-awaited 
success was tainted by a bitter 
public row within his team. 
When Museeuw found him¬ 
self dear of the shattered field 
with two of his Italian team¬ 
mates. a full-scale argument 
ensued — captured by tele¬ 
vision and radio crews follow¬ 
ing on motorcycles — as the 
trio disputed which of them 
should be "allowed" the hon¬ 
our of crossing the finishing 
line first . 

Not surprisingly, it was the 
assertive Museeuw, a former 
world champion and the team 
leader, who took the 
chequered flag — but only 
after threatening his two 
team-mates with redundancy. 
One of them. Gianhica 
Bortolami. left MuseeuWS 
Mapei team soon after and 
has barely spoken to the 
Belgian to this day. 

That begrudged success has 
dogged Museeuw ever since, 
but at 32, his present fero¬ 
cious form and unparalleled 
experience offer him the 
chance to set the record 
straight Nevertheless, the pit- 
falls and potholes are sure to 
play a part in the final 
outcome. 

There may no longer be 
flocks of sheep, stray horses 
or even overzealous tax in¬ 
spectors barring the field* 
path, but tomorrow’s champi¬ 
on will still have to master all 
of the singular demands 
posed ly of one of European 
sport’s most extraordinary 
events. 



rnhhlps and flooded cart-trades help to make the “Hell of the North a 
^pitiless test of both rider and machine. Photograph: Pascal Rossignol 


CRICKET 

Brinkley * 
earns 
surprise 
chance 

BY Kevin Ferrie 

JAMES BRINKLEY, who 
was released by Worcester¬ 
shire last season, has been 
given an unexpected chance 
W play in the World Cup next 

year. , . .. 

Brinkley, who was raised in 
Australia, made a spectacular 
start to his first-class career 
three years ago when he 
claimed six wickets for J 
Worcestershire against 
Surrey at the OvaL However, 
he was unable to command a 
regular firsHeam place. 

Brinkley was bom in 
Helensburgh, Scotland, but 
moved to Australia when he 
was a year old. On leaving 
Worcestershire, he contacted 
Jim Love, the Scotland direc¬ 
tor of cricket to advise him of 
his availability and be has 
now been induded in the 
Scodandsquad for their trip to 
Durham next weekend, 
where they are preparing for 
the forthcoming Benson and . 
Hedges Cup. q 

“1 think this could be the 
Miming point of my career," 
he said. “The prospect of 
playing for my country is 
tremendously exciting, espe¬ 
cially when one of our later 
Benson and Hedges Cup 
matches is against Worcester¬ 
shire at New Road. It does 
seem a bit bizarre, though, 
that my failure to make it with 
the county has opened up a 
riianw to play in the World 
Cup." 

By fflffling a World Cup 
place, he would have the 
chance to perform against 
Australia, his adopted home¬ 
land, who will play Scotland 
at Worcester in the early 
stages of the tournament 

In the meantime, he is 
keeping up his Helensburgh 
connection by practising with 
Essex, where Peter Such, who 
was also bom in the Dunbar¬ 
tonshire town, has been a 
stalwart for many seasons. 
However, Brinkley said that 
his priority is to play for 
Scotland. “Even if Essex were 
to offer me a deal. Scotland 
would come first" he said. 


ASTON MARTIN 



GTV 21 Loam 96V .« flOO-U-J 
0370 iMiyaciiWn) 

CIV Lmo. 9AT. Black ***•“?“■ 

MC. 21K f ""SaSFnuSia 
Ralaemc aate. 08,850- 01900 
2M234<W) 01908 26284700 


Brand new AMa 156, 
145/6, GTV, 
Spider & Fiat Coupe. 
Save ud to £3.700. 


AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


I 



Dovercourt 

Battersea 

97R Audi Cahriolei IfcE. Blue Peart. 

Pburcr Hood. Rcmoic Locking 
97P Audi A4 18 SE Araik Quart*. 
13JMJ mUtas Leather uphufcrtciy. 
Remote Locking 
UP Audi A3 1-b.Cactui Green. 
IK-OOO miles 

97P Audi Cabriolet lbit 

Volcano BbdL WHO miles. 

Air Gmdiuonmg 

UP Audi A4 TDi Avaiil. XXW mile. 
Brilliant Black 

979 Audi A* 2J1 SE Estate. Auto. 

Emerald Green. Leather 
96P Audi A6 Estate lb SE. 

22JXX) miles. Bhcfc. Wilmu. 
Driver Information 
9EN AudSAJM^quatlro. Grey Mel. 

•UXJU miles. I Owner 
95N Audi S3 Gmpc. Raguxi Green. 

I5K. Leather. I Owner. FSH 
96N Audi Cjboufcl 1UE. 13JWI miles. 

Kingfisher. Half Leather. Alloys 
99M Audi Lb Ainu Cabrio 

211*11 miles. Awnoi Green. 

Pan Leather. Black 

90G Audi K81ZiV= AvanL I Jtjjo Bhie. 
37JU1 miles, Ciursc Gutted 


0171 924 5544 

98 York Road, Battersea, London 


Scotts Audi 




Audi RSZ And KS BIm. 
Lcuhcr/ilcantsra rccaro mils, airoon. ate. 
a/hog. traction, t/rool. 3IS BHP. cd. 6 speed. 
IT" Lji rer a cup alloy*. 39,lS0mls E3S.A95 

S5C Audi Sport quadra 396BHP. Tcroado 
Red. leather and akanure sport* npholdo*. 
supcifc condition ihtougtwiU. doauncmed 
history. 83.100kras £36.995 

97P Audi A8 3.7 Sport "Tip". Brill, mu 
B lack, aqua leather spoils interior, climate 
control, ride airbags, freed and rear seal pack, 
solar von roof, cruse, walnut. IVarmrests, hose. 

10cd ifloete. Unman, alann. IS" alloy 
wheels. SJtfhals U6.9W 

97R Audi A6 14 Tip SE. Racing. Green, 
kaha upholstery, climate control, **t. 
wahxn. 4x a/baps, cfscaU. rilAeks, traction, 
bed audio. 16” alloys. 5,l60mls £POA 
77 P Audi HE Convertible- Aluminium 
Silver, anthracite Wihef recaro */*6U*. power 
hood, aiictm. cruise. ohe, h/Vw, c/lock*. wAfcf, 
| 7 ‘ 10 spoke alloys. b.960rals. C3J.995 
J7R Audi iXE Convertible. Volcano Black, 
anthracite leather/cloth i/icab. power hood, 
sports s/uhceL walnut «/deflector. 17" 10 
spokes, SJKJmk. *29.995 

97P Audi 2-fiE Convertible. Volcano Black. 
Mack lejiher/cloth ifceac. black p/hood. ab*. 
f/locts. airtug. edm. cw xA. cdl. 8 spoke 
alloys, 7.680ml» C9.W 


0171 730 5432 
0171 495 0000 


97P Audi A4 1* Ante AvauL Volcano 
Black, spoils scats, rlhnate, ate. (rodiou. 
airbags, [/locks. I/jrmmL r/rails. bed. 
competition alloy wheels. J.900mh £25.995 

97P And USB. Convertible. Cactus Green, 
ceni leather rival*, block hood, ah*. pa*, 
iporu aubafi. cw I 4, hrtcals, e/d/nnrrots, 
edm. cdL lOcd, Audi Immobiliser. 10 spoke 
alloy wheels. 3.7bQmls £23.995 

98R And A3 UTC Sport. Ming Blue, sports 
m-iic ate, 4» airing*, p/s/roof, satellite 
navigation, rflocks. obc, incuon. e/winduw*. 
a/i/cokimo. edrn. 6cd i bo*c, eompetnion 
oUoy wheels. J,4Wml> £POA 

97R Audi A-i TDi HOSE Awnt. Blue Peart, 
ufoa Irim. chmake. wahuil. rirbag*. ennre. 
rnt (flecks, net panllun. t/armrckl. 6cd. 
alloy*, 7 jW0bIa £21995 

97R AuiB A4 1 X T Sport. Aluminium Silver, 
blai cloth s/seals. ate, spate airbag wheel. 
Abe, aWcohmm. mg. loniar. sAuspn. amp 
alloys. LSOOruls “1.995 

97P Audi A31 A Sport. Volcano Black. OUT* 
leather interior, ate. a/bag». pas. p/starof. c*. 
asc. Panwest, Mr, eftVminms. all. a/wbecis. 
d.76Qmls £.11.995 

95M Audi M 1SSE Estate. Metric Black, 
black leather sports seals, ate. antes*. P®** 
c/rouf. c/w. edm. edt Mi. riroiLv 10 spok**. 
I7^00mb £16.995 


ConvwtaWo 
48dXXl tnflea. FSH 

1981. Sawar grey. 

Black battier Interior, 
maraud, o l o c t ri c hood. 
hJ yoars MOT. lady owner. 
GgsaflertcorKWon. 
Much toured car. 
£13,500. 

Tat 01484 890081 


325i Convertible. 

Lreg-amomabc. 
Samoa bloc 

I r^thpr inwr int. lowered. 

alloys. FSH. Tax. 31.000 
miles. MOT. Mon annfirioo. 
£2300. 
0956199062. 


4 DOOR SALOON 
95M. 23000 mb. Dayweu Vrote. 

Grey Martte Leutoc Bun Woed. 

Tracker. CD Ante OwwAC. 
CC. Twm Air Bags. FBMWSH. 

12 MonflB MOT. 2 New Tyre* 
AH BMW Refinement* 
£26.750 OVWX 
Tel: 0181 2492579 


23 2.8 

first reg June |U97. LHD. 
Ganged. 1,700 miles. MetaDjc 
Silver. Blade brad *nd Block 
kodher sem. Tckxmm ccoind. 
Very faU spec. Dabble an tegs. 
Leaded. COfiSO. 

Tel: 019245 814773 


Sloane Square 
Berkeley Square 


730i 


Hreg, Metallic Silver. 
One owner, FSR ESR. 
Climate Control, Elec 

scats. AUexWte- 
Immamlate. £6550. 

01844208209/ 
01296 434381. 


BMW 1998 U.K 
Specifications 

TraowHauo Snags On Z31 Sam 
Gnaa/CMMDW 
5 JjAssSstaon/Toorino 

Su«p-«d WMt Manbeamn 
Wnnrn. VA* te» MW* » 
Ho— C* fa Mum irei i re re nn 
Tot 01733 47 02 08 
Fax: 01703 47 17 07 
•Mb Oflor Tmmandaui Ftemcn Omb 
PM Entena* Wtteem 



TJ 

0 

0 
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Altwood... 1st Past the Finishing post 
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MB7SBAU«.TV.Q«^»e.« E373S5 *7VSS.7V,* Q1JSS 

gni5aAim.Tv.Grw5pK.6a mja kh esse,G ood mx 

HR7WA58>ter,UM*a)K.a ESW36 KM S2SIA9E,Good«pec,Stk tSI IJttS 

mTW.ASAcxTyUtesteSpK.aSk D73B mp StJI ME, Tow»iB.Orte ^ac,Bi ESLBSS 

ITU TSSLCm^n. Iter OSMSS MM RaSE-AC, Uors.2<k CA9B5 

UR7SD(,Crirpso.Qrsr.Mdtatesells.53t ESU95 m lBSmCPE,LI».tUrC«i*IIOM.S1li BUBS 

*5H7W.AefcSStet.«Lir,Cte*«9r»,2»Q1JM MN UEwCter.EflMtlfkOAC.ia C37395 

WTSACsaK. Sand Bdgx Good Spec, Ok OM* m MCter.Comm.CbiWWiAAK.sk WM 
•W TW, 44.1V. Odcit Sand Bugs. h(8pee.9*nts#5 M M3E*oCo«.Eaioil,G^.VC.VS C37395 
MITWAaWRwe.»HM !»» ^ n&oC p Eitopai i J » a HWWK.a C*k3« 

•9STSIS.SpscUc(SKlkastem«c.5Ck QW m IBM.!*.«*■■•.*!k I2ASB 

SS w aJACwcos.Bd^tuuLa ooj» 

mSSACSHtetelWswMIdA ^ 

WtatAteK/W.C-SWA** SAW 

WMABwSkWAOWSpee.n CMS ^ 

HP sxfl Altec Steps. Gwd vsc. 2Sk tas^K ** MBCrt.Usdids.BklJAW.iai Q&9S5 

BIP sap 8E.UI. Pta Uteri* RCt 21k CZiMS MP BaCPE.FteWdeW^® 1 CAMS 
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This is just a small selection 


w vw. a I tw o o d b m w. c o. u k 

Maidenhead (Berks) Slough (Berks) 

01628 680300 01753 821821 

Sunday 10am - 4pm- 



Tewkesbury Road. Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Telephone: 01242 578838 


Open 7 days a.week Sunday lO.OOam - 4.00pm. 

























































































































































































































































































































































T here couldn't be a greater 
contrast: on one side of the 
Atlantic, the hothouse at¬ 
mosphere of the “brick¬ 
yard"— the oval Indianapolis track 
where the famous 500 is raced 
every year. On the other side the 
sylvan setting of Goodwood House 
nestling in the Sussex Downs with 
its lane that snakes around a 
cricket pitch before climbing the 
hill beside a long flint wall. 

Yet to the motorsport enthusiast 
both these places are shrines, and 
in June Goodwood will host a 
unique visit from the heroes of the 
brickyard. Indycar champions 
Mario Andretti. Al Unset Jnr. Rick 
Mears and Bobby Rahal will be 
among those providing the enter¬ 
tainment at the Festival of Speed, 
matching chassis designed for out¬ 
right speed and endurance on 
banking against the narrow con¬ 
fines of Goodwood's famous hill. 

Goodwood is one of very few 
places in Europe where the roar of 
the Indyracer has ever been heard; 
amid teeming rain last year, Emer¬ 
son Fittipaldi made a spectacular 
sight in his Penske. But the Festival 
of Speed's horizons have always 
been broad: this year's event on 
June 1Z 13 and 14 is dedicated to 
innovation, and many more Indy 
racers will be present, a rare 
accolade for achievements often 
ignored on this side of the Atlantic. 

Modem Indycar raring, with its 
Lola and Reynard chassis and 
Dm or engines, relies on similar 
technologies to Formula One, and 
its past is peppered with just as 
much glorious eccentricity. Among 
the older visitors in June will be at 
least one double-overhead-cam¬ 




Emerson Fittipaldi makes a spectacular sight in his Penske Indycar amid teeming rain on die Goodwood lull climb trade last year. This year’s event will reverberate to the roar of historic oval racers 


shaft Peugeot that ran in the first 
500 in 1911, and the 1913 Isotta 
Fraschini that driver Bill GQhooly 
flipped over in front of the grand¬ 
stand just before the finish. Even 
today a last lap incident at Indy is a 
“Gilhody". The 1920 French Ballot 
that finished second, driven by 
Rene Thomas will also be there. It 
was bought by Malcolm Campbell 
and later raced at Brook) andsr 
Later cars will indude the won¬ 
derfully original Alfa Romeo Tipo 
B that ran in 1939, 1946 and 1947 
and has remained virtually un¬ 
touched since Its run up the 
Goodwood hill will be the first time 
it has roared in anger since its 
heyday. There wfll be the heroically 
noisy Novi Governor Special from 
1946. a 1955 Kurtis-Offaihauser 
streamliner, a turbocharged Offen- 
hauser of the type that Bobby 
Uriser won the 1968 race in and 
several turbine-powered cars that 
featured at Indy in the late 1960s, 
including probably a Lotus 56 of 
the type raced by Graham HilL 


“Our tribute to Indycar will not 
only reflect our theme of The 
Innovation Years but will also be a 
real thrill for the crowd," says Lord 
March, who founded the festival in 
1993 and has presided over its 
growth into moto report’s equiva¬ 
lent to Henley or Wimbledon. 


W alking round the 
Goodwood paddock 
and exhibition areas 
gets you closer to fab¬ 
ulous cars and legendary drivers 
than anywhere else. Those who will. 
be in action include Stirling Moss. 
Tony Brooks. Sir Jack Brabham, 
John Surtees, Phil Hill and Roy 
Salvador! There will be current 
Formula One cars from runaway 
championship leaders McLaren, 
and drivers will include Johnny 
Herbert, probably driving a Lotus 
as part of the tribute to that 
marque’s 50th anniversary. Other 
significant anniversaries, sure to 
bring out spectacular and rarely 
seen cars are 50 years of Porsche 


{for which Jacky Ickx is among the 
drivers). 50 years of the Jaguar XK 
and 75 years of BMW motorcycles. 

Audi will be celebrating the 
restoration of another of the fam¬ 
ous prewar Silver Arrows, a 1936 
V16 Auto Union C-type. with 
touring-car stars Frank Biela and 
Emmanuelle Pirro sharing that car 
and the 1938 V12 D-type. The rally 
sprint event will feature Ford'S- 
World Rally car and the rally 
version of the Puma ooup6. 

Chief among the historic bikes 
on show will be the only F model 
Norton, which was put into store 
after just one test run on the day in 
1954 that the company abandoned 
its world championship pro¬ 
gramme. A stunning example of 
the dedication of past champions, it 
has just been restored by John 
Surtees, seven times motorcycle 
world champion and the only man 
to add a car title to that feat, with 
the help of works team mechanic 
Charlie Edwards, the only survivor 
of the original design team. 



1938 Auto Union D-Type V12 will be shown by Audi 


■ THE BEST way to see the festival is 
to make a weekend of it and today The 
Times offers a chance to do so in style. 
Readers who book tickets for Saturday 
and Sunday and send this panel with 
their application will save £5 on the 
normal £40 advance price, and go into 
a prize draw for a weekend for two. 

■ THE prize includes all tickets, a 
hotel for Saturday night, lunch and tea 
in Goodwood House on Sunday and a 
return crossing for a car on one of P&O 
European Ferries' routes from Ports¬ 
mouth to Le Havre, Cherbourg or 
Bilbao, and you'll get your cheque back. 

■ FIRST application drawn will win. 
Cosing date is April 30. Send your £35 
cheques and panels to: Times Draw. 
Goodwood Road Racing Co. Good- 
wood House, Goodwood. Chichester, 
West Sussex P018 0BR. For detaiLs of 
all other tickets call the advance 
booking hotline: 01243 787 766. 


Rebirth of an electrifying circuit 


Next chance saloon 


Alan Copps 


tries the rebuilt 


historic 


racetrack 


■ THIS YEAR the Festi¬ 
val of Speed is joined 
by what promises to be 
another outstanding event on 
the Goodwood calendar. In 
September, for the first time 
in more than 30 years, the 
Goodwood Motor Circuit will 
again resound to car and 
motorcycle racing. 

The "place where Stirling 
Moss. Tony Brooks. Roy 
Salvadori and a host of other 
star names scored their first 
wins is being revived as a 
home purely for historic rac¬ 
ing. one of the most rapidly 
growing attractions in motor- 
sport. Complaints about bor¬ 
ing-looking cars and lack of 
overtaking are all too famil¬ 
iar at modem meetings. 

But the revived Goodwood 
will lay claim to being the 
most authentic of ail circuits 
for historic racing, which 
recreates the days when skill 
and courage could still defeat 
advanced technology. 

While the star drivers of the 
postwar decades are among 
the most fervent proponents 
of this form of raring, il is not 
just a matter of nostalgif 
Some of the most enthusiastic 
drivers were hardly bom 
when Goodwood dosed, and 
s-ome of those collectors who 
have done so much to pre¬ 
serve and restore the care are 
too young to remember the 
original races. _ . 

The restoration of the cir¬ 
cuit has taken just over a year 
- amazingly fast work after 
four years of negotiations 
with local authorities. By the 



Days of the greats: Moss, Surtees. Salvation and Hill line up. Stars such as these scored their first wins at the circuit 


time the revival meeting 
opens on September 18. 50 
years to the day since the 
circuit first opened, more 
than 270,000 tonnes of earth 
will have bear poured into a 
sound-deadening bank 
around the track. New safety 
barriers will have consumed 
27,000 old tyres, six miles of 
fencing will have been putup 
and 20,000 trees and 18,000 
ivy plants, to cloak the tyre 
walls will have been planted. 

Of all the dreuits used for 
historic racing. Goodwood 
has changed least from its 
original layout, which was 
based on the disused wartime 

airfield of Westhampnett by 
Freddie March. Brooklands 
racer and grandfather of me 
present Earl of March, who 
has overseen the restoration 

A quick lap or two in the 
passenger seat of an immacu¬ 
lately restored Aston Martm 


DB3S with Tony Brooks, 
wearing period helmet and 
goggles at the wheel, was 
enough to vouch for the 
authenticity of the circuit. 
Four-wheel drifting through 
comers, braking hard from 
MOmph at the end of the 


Lavant straight and neatly 
snaking through the chicane, 
there was no doubt that after 
just a few laps in a car he 
hadn’t seen since 1956. the 
man Stirling Moss regards as 
one of his greatest rivals was 
settling back into the groove 



Tony Brooks and Alan Copps drive the restored track 


on the circuit where his 
career began. 

Brooks, Moss, Salvador! 
John Surtees. Phil HOI, Dan 
Gurney and Derek BeH are 
among those invited to take 
part on September 18.19 and 
20. There will be classes for 
sportscars. sports-racers, 
dosed GT, Formula 1 and 2 
cars, saloons, motorcycles 
and sidecars, and every vehi- 
de will have to pass a test of 
authentidty. Intriguingly, 
handicap races of the kind for 
which the circuit was famous 
are also promised, involving 
cars of different types. 

Fbr those who want to 
support this event and the 
Festival of Speed, a Good- 
wood Road Raring Club has 
been formed. Club and ticket 
information are available 
from the Goodwood Road 
Racing Company (see festival 
offer panel). 


Ferrari driver 


tells Vaughan 


Freeman of 


Volvo move 


■ WHEN Formula One 
champion and Indy- 
Car hero Nigel Mansell 
tried his hand at saloon car 
racing in 1993 the results 
were spectacular and em¬ 
barrassing. as “our Nige" 
wrote off his BTCC Mondeo 
after just a few laps. 

Now he has pledged to 
drive again for Ford at three 
meetings this season. And 
beside him on the grid he 
will find another ex-Formu- 
!a One racer. Gianni 
MorbidellL who is switch¬ 
ing to BTCC in the Volvo 
team alongside the Swede 
Rickard RydelL who fin¬ 
ished fourth in last year’s 
championship. 

Ford wfll have to make 
dramatic improvements if 
Mansell is to challenge the 
Volvo drivers, who have 
been among the fastest in 
pre-season tests and whose 
cars, prepare d byTWK. will 
again be carrying the Times 
logo when the season starts 
this weekend at Thruxton. 

Morbiddli is now in the 
ideal position to look back. 
' with some anger but a lot of 
affection at an FI career that 
began almost a decade ago. 
He had just turned 20 when 
the dream drive for any 
Italian racer materialised, 
and he was recruited as an 
FI test driver with Ferrari. 
The move followed teenage 
success and world titles as a 
karting champion before he 
became the Italian and 
European F3 champion in 
1989. His FI career highlight 



Whole new game, boy: Morbidelli relaxes at home 


was not in a Ferrari though, 
but a less glamorous Foot¬ 
work-Hart Arrows, when he 
secured bis only podium 
place with third at the 1995 
Australian Grand Prix. 

Morbidelli also raced and 
tested with Jordan-Peugeot. 
Minardi and Sauber. but an 
FI seat seemed easier to 
come by than FI success so 
now, aged 30, he is making 
the switch. How will racing 
in BTCC differ? 

■ MORBIDELLI says: 

“FI cars are rear- 
wheel drive; BTCC cars are 
front-wheel drive, so with a 
BTCC car when you get 
oversteer you cannot control 
it with the power. With FI 
cars you have 700bhp com¬ 
pared with 300bhp with 
BTCC, but that does not 
mean it is easier. You have 
to be veify smooth. If you are 
aggressive you lose time. 

“Some people think that 
because there is less power it 
is easier. It absolutely is not 
With less power every little 
mistake can lose you a lot of 
time," he adds. “In FI the 
brakes are so powerful you 
can stop the car from flat out 


in 50 metres, and to push the 
brakes is difficult because 
you have to exert 70kg of 
pressure. 

“If you exert that pressure 
in a BTCC car you just lock 
the front brakes. If you try to 
brake in BTCC as late as in 
FI you will crash on the first 
comer." 

fitness will be as impor¬ 
tant in BTCC as it was for 
Morbidelli in FI: “You have 
got to be in good physical 
shape for FI and for BTCC. 
For FI 1 made sure I was in 
shape, because it is very 
demanding physically with 
all the g-forces, and also 
sometimes in the cockpit it 
can reach 60 or 70 degrees 
centigrade. 

“With FI especially, you 
need to prepare the neck 
muscles, so 1 work half an 
hour in the gym just on the 
neck using weights or cords 
attached to a helmet In FI 
your heart rate stays at 
around 170bptn for the 
whole race, an hour and 45 
minutes, which Is high. 
Even marathon runners 
only get their heart rate up 
to around 140-150 beats per 
minute. 
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miMm. 


n n\\T 


RHD^adUkc^eville. 


, , . C'xAWW Willes will arrive in the UK in May. Silky 305 the ultimate luxury car. ^ .. 

7* ^ traction 


leather upholstery, 8 speaker 425 watt 


DRIVING TUITION 


What price safety? 


REGISTRATION 

numbers 


Did you know that you can become an 

advanced driver fill |USl£ t . 
benefit from oreater skill, safeo/ ana 
confidence on the roads, vvnh lower 

insurance costs and tne many other 

advantages of I AM memoership. 

•V.m -vd , od : 

ess-s--"— ~ K 

Can you really atford not to do k. 

For further information complete the coupon 
and return Freepost or visit the iAM 
Web Site: www.sam.org.u?< 
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MGRV8 ’93 L. 

Millie Cambean Bine. 


pnP hnlf tonneau. HtFI, 
aBoys.FStL 
Onlyo500mfl«8- 
£20,950. 
01322664001. 
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U *WC Bp ID El BOO 
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ACC 0181 6601520 . 


MORGAN 


MARKET RESEARCH 


6271 AD 1.300 
AHKB2B W» 
133 BV 2.400 

W7370 2^00 


750 KTC 

H08WD hW0|Utt3O5 
H4N0N 1JHB 
HAZ401 ljQGQI73Zllir 






USRCX W® 

3826 MF I.? 50 

II111US 1200 

ML 3*5 <200 

5125 M. 1.«g 
MMVffi iso 
55BWC 12W 
fcPW6W BOO 
MW29E -OT 
S103NC 15® 
N16ELX 15® 
630 NT 1J9W 
GOD OCJ414 400 
1500 A20JB BOO 

900 fwwix .522 

1.400 WW» 12W 

FffiM 761 LWO 
REQ944X GOO 



Reg. Oiarfty 
No. 248002 
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CORRADO 

vnss&xm-first regAugusl 
95. One owner. 60,000 mues 
full dealer service histoty. 

leather mtericat green 
meoDic bodywork. AOoy 
wheels, immaculate 
covliiioB- £15595. 

Td: 0385 537190. 


6COTT6: 


wp Gulf VRfi 12 AM> Sdr. 
SMm sow. Work *“•*»■ 
atm. airbus* btetam, 

2J0SHP, 16" Mm, 

iTfiSrt, —En.HK 

97K Cadf VM 5 dr. Myifc Bfac. 
black dulb Mam*, anbai*, airaa. 
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aScyi. HJWml*...-130.99S 

NT CM VR6 Ante Sdr. Dnaa 
dec*. UhA aAeaB. ttate. «*. 
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FORD 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 


MERCEDES 



FOUR WHEEL 
DRIVE WANTED 



HONDA 




JAG UAR & DAIMLER 
WANTED 


XKS Comwtibl*. 2 don AMO, 




DAIMLER 

Six.djQLlNe* SitapeV Feb 95. 

cor owner (MD't Or), 40k^*- 
nSRTtaaraa. foil Grey Ue. 
Bur Walnanuiu.itaBC tabic* 
ESR. A/C. ebrnwe «an«oLIS/W. 
tested seal*, dboots & 
wtakoccn. dtx ratirars, wn_ 
tirtwg. ABS. 6 «fiee CD. alw» & 
||m «» nto e Tor in yew. 
£29.000ooa. 

M*a«722lW»l622a«33MHJ 


FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 


JEEP_ 





JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
AUTHORISED 

dealers 


Seriously Jaguar. 
Instinctively TWR 

B4MXJB4JII/C.MD, _ 

TinposalOd. VC. 54T J2W» 

nr mcowaniRE. 

OmriM"** 

BWHood.WC.7T—£S8B 
97 nocoffitwo 

MtqalCran, AfC. 8T _E49B9G 

94MU12ULMD, 

KntebBm.NZ.3Ef £21* 
97P XH 32 E3gOnm.MD. 

Smftnl0a.NC.12T J289B5 
SBiSNBBGIIULWD. 

IWtaflM.M;. 261-09* 
B5HX«4SJC,W» M 

S W Wtort*fi.M;.26TE3iaS 
99 WMLBS04JIOT. 

TtoHinlTtt. VC.I3T.-QS* 

in xn 45 Easnunu COUPE. 

WWft _ 

M0.W.Z9T- S2SB* 

9MXIIS2SP0RM*. 

BR BiceWDaiins^. 40T. ja299S 

TEL: 01604 239944 
SUNDAY: 0467 678449 



+81990 

Maroon metallic. Altoy 
body & wings. Stone 
leather, alarm, luggage 

rack, radio, only 19,000 
miles, factory sowed- 
Stunning- £24,500. 

01684 568338 (Malvern) 


NISSAN 


WTC1 

£18,500. 

Tel: 

01672 520232. 


MIA 1 

£30,000 ono 
CaB Jim 9 till 3: 

0181871 6061 

After on 
0961 857254. 












B,700n* £13.49$ 
J7T Golf CT1 GV Sdr. Myrtc 
ttoc. btacfc dMfa itali, akm, 
Mu. aba, ebc, ew. Mikcknu. 

LlGOub -C1W95 

Sdr. J«* Bloe. »w / ““ 
b-ito Ito. ertag. «»«"*. 
Ac oL alarm, alloy*. 21 JODbH 
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ESCORT 

RS Cosworth 1996 (N), 

1 lk mis faunae, tracker 
imperial blue, (lax model) 
£2<M»0. 

01539447091/ 

0585441784 
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C250 

QegnoB TWto Diesd Eaase. 
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QdcknfeCuaL. 

01925740958 
or 0802 550500 


SL320 
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ACC, RCS. ESC, 8 Hole 
ADoy», Pioneer 12 Disc CD. 
3250 mis. 

ExceflentCon dMWm . 
Ofllera invited. 

01717311772 


280SL 
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n«nt —IMmi £11JW 0 * 00 . 
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0UU451 ISO*/ 
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SL 280 

SS‘c£SStSSS 

ncku.CD.aVSn 

300 SL ^ 

91, Btael. Blaek bWtMjQC 

HWW. abba*, uen*. PSH. 4» “*■ 
02550 

01692404404 


BRAND NEW 
Pengeots and 
406 Coupe. 

Up to £4.000 off Main 

Dealer Prices. As seen on 
Top Gear. 

ACC: 01816601520. 
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DISCOVERY 1998 

Save ££££ 
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On Na*« HHD MoaWa 

aa iiiom* *** 
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i T«t 01703 47 02 08 
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I Wa (War Tiwnendoui Rnuiu: OaaU 
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VOLVO VOLVC VOLVO 

TraraandMiaSavkiOB 
On Nawl8S8HHD Madrt* 
SOME EXAMPLES 

VbfcraSdOZOBHic-£13.448 

VabeVdO 2.0 Banc-£14120 

Volvo 540 2.0 CO-£17 Xj? 

Voire V40 TO CD-C1»*U 

VWWV40T4C0-rHl-S? 

Voho V70 2J11CW Baw C1JW 
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VOLVO 
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300 
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Uninsured Loss Reamy 

RAC mcltefcfWWde 
Afl Servicing 

M^nsjFarvwriitel 
MGonsumaUes 
Ran £19.95 p/m 


FREEPHONE SOUTH: 0800 7833250 
FREEPHONE MIDLANDS; 0800 0733123 
FREEPHONE NORTH: 0800 0733345 

Frt*-. I019J4I J118S« CMAIt: pl.itinumvc- i.aol.com 
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BENTLEY WANTED 


NEWBOLDS 

TELEPHONE 

01623 626272 
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FREE 
NATIONWIDE 
/' DELIVERY 


REGISTRATION 
NUMBERS 


ROLLS royce 
SILVER 
SHADOW n 

1900. Pewter. Gtcan EvnOex 
Oaoea Inlerk*. Beaniifnl 

contflooo. FSH, 66.000 nulea. 

URBCMenberiar. 

04,950. 

01814591773 


SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drive In luxury al year round! 

Arrive at that special occasion In style! 
ThemosicoinprtloveratesI Weekend Bpedatel 
HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Tel: 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
OpenSwdayll-4 
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Mobile holiday h omes can be great fun — so long as you are not the poor wretch trying to have a good time 

Why caravans are ^ 
not a total drag St 


in the face of wind, rain and family rows 


T he coastal town where I 
live does not have anv 
large caravan sites, 
which, as regular readers 
will know, is a source of great 
sadness to me: there is nothing I 
enjoy more than being in a coumrv 
lane behind a mobile Nissen hut 
with the aerodynamics of an 
elephant and the elegance of a 
Vinnie Jones tackle. Still, one 
cannot have everything in life. 

There is the compensation of a 
few small caravan sites, run by 
farmery under the set-aside 
scheme: they have set aside a 
couple of fields for caravans as an 
easier way of making money than 
growing vegetables that nobody 
wants or grazing cows that show 
every sign of having gone soft in 
the head. These sitts often have 
entrances that enable drivers 
towing caravans to give a lengthy 
exhibition of their reversing skills. 


if til 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 


Peter 

Barnard 


assisted by the shouts and hand 
signals of local residents who look 
forward to the Easter arrival of 
these travelling entertainers. 

1 noticed a light covering or 
caravans early this week, as soon 
as the school holidays began, but 
by this morning they will be dotted 
about the countryside like oilseed 



rape. With the right camera equip¬ 
ment you can achieve some won¬ 
derful effects by photographing 
the seasonal April hailstones 
bouncing on the caravan rook: do 
try to include the terrified faces at 
the caravan window, convinced 
that their holiday home is being 
machincgunncd. 

Some people get annoyed at the 
number of caravans on the roads, 
but bored children looking for new 
methods of entertainment can be 
kept quiet for hours with a game 
this column is shortly to patent. It 
works well in a strong crosswind 
and involves the players having to 
deride which lane a car and 
caravan will be visiting next and 
whether the car will occupy one 
lane while the caravan is in a 
different one. Variants include a 
bonus-point system: a child wlto 
spots a caravan parked on the 
hard shoulder in which someone is 








boiling a kettle or watching a 
football match on a portable 
television scores ten. 

Sometimes caravans can serve 
an important road-safety function, 
which is why I am oniy too pleased 
when an underpowered car hoves 
info view pulling an oversized van, 
for this will serve to slow down the 
10.000 vehicles travelling behind 
the caravan, thus ensuring that the 




speed limit is rigorously enforced. 
I expect that the Association of 
Chief Police Officers holds an 
annual charity event in aid of the 
Caravan Club of Great Britain. 

Mind you. the role of the 
caravanner in crawling about the 
road network adding to everyone 
rise's enjoyment may assist the 
police in one way but the)' don't 
half add to the criminal statistics 



once they come to a halt. An 
insurance company survey recent¬ 
ly found that 5.000 caravans are 
broken into every summer (there 
are no figures for the number of 
people trying to break out). The 
caravans are most at risk when 
they are parked outside their 
owners' houses, which may ex¬ 
plain why caravanners are so keen 
to keep on the move. 


Buying 
a classic 
cat’s no 
mad jag 

Michael Evans found swapping 


his Ford Sierra for an 11-year-old 


XJ12 Limousine made perfect sense 


I t wasn't easy exchanging 
my six-year-old Ford Si¬ 
erra for an I I-year-old 
near-classic Jaguar Sov¬ 
ereign XJ12 with leather up- , 
holstery, pepper-pot wheels, 
electric everything and cruise 
control. It took a chat with a 
friend who had already in¬ 
dulged, and a two-hour ses¬ 
sion with one of the country's 
leading expens in second¬ 
hand Jags to convince me. 

What makes a man turn to a 
Jaguar after many years of 
driving, in chronological 
order, an Allegro, a Renault 
12. a Ford Cortina, a brown 
(brown!) Sierra, a black Sierra 
GLS and a grey 23 Sierra? 

Before coming to the obvi¬ 
ous conclusion. I have to say 
that I started my driving life at 
the age of IS in an Austin 
Sheerline limousine which 
had headlamps twice the size 
of the ones on my Jaguar and 
even more legroom. The glam¬ 
our of the Sheerline provided a 
benchmark that has clearly 
remained with me ever since. 

There was nothing wrong 
with the Sierra: it had given 
me trouble-free, no-nonsense 
motoring since I bought it in 
1991. But h was time for an 
exchange. After visiting a Ford 
main dealer and examining a 
range of Mondeos, including a 
fairly fancy one costing about 
E17.000. 1 derided 1 could do 
better... and cheaper. 

Buying a Jaguar involves a 
number of apparent contradic¬ 
tions. Far too expensive, 1 was 
warned, terrible on petrol, a 
nightmare to insure, too big. 
too fat. a car for crooks. 

Well, it is big but certainly 
not fat. It has lines that most 
modern cars only dream 
about. It is more expensive on 
petrol than the Sierra and uses 
four-star leaded in its twin 
tanks, but, provided you don’t 
drive like a maniac, the VI2 is 
not nearly as thirsty as I 
thought it would be, and of 
course, the smaUer-engined 

Jags, like the 42. have better 

fuel consumption. 

With less than 24.000 miles 
on the clock - it was owned by 
an elderly gentleman from 
new and driven sparingly by a 
chauffeur - the Jag was on 
sale for £11.000 (far more 


tempting than the £17.000 
Mondeo). The seller. Robert 
Hughes, who runs a classic 
Jaguar business in Wey- 
bridge. Surrey, said the annu¬ 
al service costs would be about 
£230. spares were plentiful 
and tyres would be cheap. 
Fully comprehensive insur¬ 
ance was £300 a year through 
the Jaguar Car Club; the 
Sierra was costing me £490. 

Robert Hughes knows his 
Jags. He is an acknowledged 
authority and keeps them by 
the two dozen in a warehouse. 
He has just written a book. 
Jaguar/Daimler—An Appre¬ 
ciation of Production Models. 
1960-1970. 

Once resolved to make the 
jump from family saloon to 
luxury, powerful motoring, 
the tricky thing is to deride 
which model to buy. The 
Series l XJ6 Jags, from 1968 to 
late 1973. have the classiest 
front and a stylish walnut 
dashboard, the Series 2 from 
1973 to early 1979 is probably 
the cheapest to run and the 
most practical, and has more 
refined heating and steering. 
The Series 3. from 1979 to 1986. 
has fuel injection and even 
more refinements. 

T went to Weybrrdge with 
the idea of looking at (not 
buying) a Series 3 XJ6 42. and 
ended up buying a dark grey 
Series 3 XJ12 Sovereign HE 
(high fuel efficiency). 

Driving the Jag is like 
entering a different world. It 
smells different and feels dif¬ 
ferent You can sense the 
weight, especially if both tanks 
are'full, but with relatively 
light steering and the pleasure 
that you derive from knowing 
that a beautifully crafted V12 
engine is sitting under the 
polished bonnet — as well as 
the comforting fact that Jaguar 
installed certain safety fea¬ 
tures before other manufactur¬ 
ers even thought about them 
— the heaviness of the car 
becomes a positive feature. 

The Budget could have 
knocked the smile off my face. 
There had been speculation 
that the Chancellor planned to 
introduce a graded system for 
road tax. the bigger the en¬ 
gine. the larger the tax. But 
while he increased rhe price of 
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Michael Evans, wife Nicky, and die Jaguar heixmght with only 24,000 miles on the dock. It has proved a favourite for die school run 


When they arc not moving, 
caravanners are parked in "beauty 
spots", where they gaze through 
the rain at the particularly beauti¬ 
ful 0002X710 parked six feci away. 
Those who say caravanners are 
mad to go to places where all they 
can see are other caravans have 
missed an important point: 
bemuse of the weather, most 
caravanners spend their holiday 
watching television and some of 
the scenery in Sir David 

Anenborough’s wildlife films is 
quite breathtaking. 

And then there is the dement of 
tradition. All around the caravan 
site can be heard the sounds that 
make up the English rural idyll: 
children twittering ceaselessly, 
parents barking at each other 
about who left the Gameboy 
console on the dining room table 
520 miles away, the communin' 
spirit engendered as search parties 
set off in pursuit of escaped pets. 

If this imagery has so whened 
your appettife that you cannot 
Imagine how you have survived 
thus far without a caravan. I 
suggest you lie down in a darkened 
room for a couple of hours. If the 
urge does not go away, visit a 
showroom immediately and spend 
an hour in a caravan with three 
children and a dog. Thar usually 
does the trick. 


■ WHAT if the Jaguar's 

diet of four-star leaded petrol is 
prohibited under new 
European Union laws and only 
unleaded fuel is left on 
sale? Robert Hughes says there 
are a number of options: 
since 1967, Jaguars have been 
fitted with sintered 
(hardened) valve seats and 
could run on super octane 
unleaded petrol provided the 
ignition timing is retarded 
slightly. 

■ JAGUAR does not 
recommend running these cars 
on ordinary premium 
unleaded, but Robert Hughes 
says it is possible to fit 
hardened valve seats, valve 
guides and exhaust valves 

for about £600 for a 42 model 
and £1.000 fora V12. 

■ IN THE United States 

and Germany there are already 
fuel additives that do the 
trick. Although there is no 
suitable additive available 
in Britain at present there is 
every reason to believe that 
if four-star leaded is banned, 
similar additives will be on 
sale in this country. 


petrol, and promised a £50 tax 
break for small cars. Gordon 
Brown resisted the temptation 
to punish the big-car owners 
with a steep rise in road tax... 
at least for this year. 

I began by deciding to use 
the Jaguar only for “proper" 
journeys, like weekend trips 
but I soon changed my mind. 
It was spending far too much 
time sitting outside the house. 
Now 1 use it as often as 
possible, including driving to 
work on occasions and pop¬ 
ping the youngest son to 
school. He loves iL 

To test its motoring qualities 
more thoroughly. 1 took the 
Jag to France for three days 
and drove it in leisurely fash¬ 
ion — most of the time—to Les 
Andelys, near Rouen. Occa¬ 
sionally, to pass a tractor 
trailer heaped with bales of 
hay, 1 pressed the accelerator 
enthusiastically and was re¬ 
warded with a surge of such 
power that you could feel the 
kick even through the firm 
leather upholstery. The 
straight French roads were 
swallowed up but the in¬ 
creased noise from the engine 
was almost imperceptible. 

The classic lines of the 
Jaguar impressed everyone in 
Les Andelys, more accus¬ 
tomed to coughing Deux Che- 
vaux and zippy Peugeots. I 
parked it in the inner grav¬ 
elled courtyard of my hotel 
and when I left, reversing it 
slowly through an ancient 
arch, several of the staff came 
out to watch. 

1 reprimanded them gently, 
reminding them that only the 
previous year I had reversed 
out of the same courtyard in 
my Sierra but no one came to 
see meoff. 

"Mais oui. monsieur, mais 
e’est un Jaguar, ntst ce pas? 
Cest different" said the wait¬ 
er. Vive la difference. I 
thought. 

Robert Hughes Autos 01932 
858381. His book is availahleftom 
bookshops or Starting 
Distribution. 01932 829214. 
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Rallying 
round for a 
wee dram 

■ SCOTCH comers are lying 
in wait for nearly 100 vintage 
and dassic cars taking pan in 
Scotland's newest motoring 
event from May 2-7. Competi¬ 
tors from 13 countries driving 
20 makes of car are to join the 
Classic Malts Scottish Six- 
Day Reliability Trial, run by 
the Historic Endurance Rally¬ 
ing Organisation, Hero. The 
trial starts in Edinburgh and 
will take in dassic malt 
whisky distilleries. 

Noel’s Merc 

■ SIR Noel Coward’s spe¬ 
cially buih 1967 Mercedes- 
Benz 250SE Cabriolet is 
among the vehides to be 
auctioned by Brooks at the 
Mercedes-Benz museum in 
Stuttgart Germany, next Sat¬ 
urday. Sir N6d, who had the 
car delivered to his home 
beside Lake Geneva, owned it 
until his death in 1973. Also 
on sale is a 1910 Mercedes- 
Simplex 14/30 six-seat er tour¬ 
er thought to be the earliest 
survivor of its type. 

Bike cover 

■ MOTORCYCLE insurer. 
Hastings Direct, has launched 
a scheme to give bikers the 
sort of cover motorists have 
long enjoyed, Jr includes a 24- 
hour helpline, free collection 
and delivery within a 30-mile 
radius, storage of damaged 
bikes, two-year guarantee on 
repairs, and lifetime warranty 
on paint. For information call: 
01424735735. 
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Will the PI A act 
over charges on 
annuity sales? 
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Now is the time 
to spring into 
financial action 
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Lizanne Rose says disreputable selling techniques mask the benefits of competition 

Sales methods 
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- of gas suppliers 
fuel controversy 


The annual cost is based on an 
receiving their bill and includes 

Gas Supplier 


average gas user of 20.964 kWh of gas per year paying each month or quarter after 
standing charges and 5 per cert VAT. March 1998 tariffs. 

Standard Croat COM* 


1 



Price per kWh 

Standing Charge 

Annual Cost 

Saving, Over 




(pence) 


i£J 

British Gas (%) 



Amerada 







Standard Saver 

1200 

35J59 

30152 

17 


■ m 

Brecon Gas 







Beaconomy 

1-300 

26.00 

313.4§ 

13 



British Fuats 1 

3-340 

none 

294.97 

10 


Standard 1 


3.413 


4887 


36235 


Calortax 

Saver 

Eastern Natural Gas 
London TbtaJ Energy 
Midlands Gas. 

Northern Electric 
Quarterly 
Nonmb 
Plane 

Scottish Power 
Standard Package 
Southern Electric Gas 
Quarterly Saver 
Sterling Gas 
SWALECGas 
SWEB Gas 
Quarterly 

York Gas 

Quarterly standard credit _ 

Yorkshire Electricity 

Standard* - - 

NOTES 

* Prices tiered according to usage band 

* You get a prompt-payment discount of £737 a quarter if you pay your Mils within 30 days of the billing date 

* There are three standard credit packages-Standard Package, Payment Card and Budget Scheme. All have the 
same tariffs and standing charges. 

Direct Debit payment will usually be cheaper but is sometimes only available with certalntariffs or payment plans. 
Costs for gas users with prepayment tariffs are also structured differently. souce: which? 


3-257 

3750 

316.07 

13 

1185 

3102 

293.42 

19 

1250 

35.04 

31195 

14 

1180 

3255 

264.24 

19 

1180 

30.66 

29194 

19 

1233 

3144 

30442 

. 16 . 

1.250 

37.41 

31444 

13__ 

1.198 

4158 

30757 

15 

1 200 

25.00 

29040 

20 

3.189 

3033 

29357 

19 

1.200 

3559 J 

_30152_ 

._17. 

1175 

35.70 

29613 

_ IB _ 

1190 

3559 

299.74 > 

17 


HOW much cheaper does it work out to use an 
alternative supplier to British Gas? To calcu¬ 
late how much cheaper it would be for you to 
switch, look at your gas bills for the past four 
quarters and add the total kWh ffgures fo give 
your annual gas use. Then multiply your annu¬ 


al gas usage in kWh by the “price per kWh" 
listed in our Gas Suppliers Cost Comparison 
table and divide it by 100 to get the price in 
pounds: Lastly add this to the standing charge 
(if thereis one) and then add 5 per cent VAT to 
give each company’s total annual charge. 


A s competition in the 
gas industry grows, 
switching from Brit¬ 
ish Gas to a rival 
supplier could save you up to 20 
per cent on your gas bill. If you 
have not already had a sales¬ 
man calling at your home to 
persuade you to switch, you 
soon will. However, since the 
industry was opened up to 
competition two years ago, 
consumer watchdogs have been 
deluged with complaints over 
standards of service and the 
selling techniques used by some 
of the new companies. 

Among the underhand tactics 
employed by door-to-door sales¬ 
men arc preposterous tales of 
how British Gas has gone out or 
business, been handed back to 
China and even run out of gas 
pipes. The Gas Consumers 
Council (GCC) has evidence of 
elderly and vulnerable people 
being duped into switching 
suppliers after being spun a 
yarn on their front doorstep. 

There have been complaints 
of double billing, refusing to 
quote prices, misleading or 
inaccurate quotations, heavy 
afnceliation charges and dis¬ 
puted fees for work carried out. 
Some of the high-pressure safes 
tactics are employed by agents 
working on behalf of the suppli¬ 
ers who have little or no 
experience in the field. 

So far. three million out of a 
total of 19 million private cus¬ 
tomers have switched to a new 
gas provider. Because of the 
numbers involved, competition 
has been rolled out gradually 
by regions. The latest stage 
began a fortnight ago in Chesh¬ 
ire and South Yorkshire. West 
Midlands and Wales follow this 
month and the rest of the coun¬ 
try. including London, on May 
23. 

Direct selling of gas has had 
a formidable success rate. More 
than 80 per cent of people 
contacted face-to-face at their 
homes have agreed to switch to 
a new supplier. According to a 
recent MORI poll, however, 
while the message that switch¬ 
ing supplier would lead to 
savings was easy to get across, 
consumer response was also 
affected by worries that a switch 
would-necessitate a new meter 
or new pipes, hi fact, all it 


Northern Electric shock for customers 


PETER MCHQELS 



Switched: Carolyn Scrivener with son Scott 4. and daughter Chloe, 14 


A salesman from Northern Electric 
called on Carolyn Scrivener, of 
Walliagton. Surrey, a month ago. “1 
assumed he was from British Gas: he 
didn't mention at any time that he was 
representing another company ” The 
salesman was with Mrs Scrivener for a 
matter of minutes. “He asked to read 
my meter, which of course I let him. 
Afterwards, he talked about British Gas 
and said that 1 ted to re-sign my con¬ 
tract. to confirm that 1 wished to stay 
with them. 1 never presumed, and he 
never said, that he planned to switch me 
u> another supplier." 

Mrs Scrivener realised her mistake 
only last week and re-examined the 
contract. Not only had the salesman 
signed her up for gas with Northern 
Electric, but for electricity as wefl. “I 
contacted the Gas Consumers Council 
who were very helpful in explaining 
what action I should take. I sent back 
ray contract Even if their gas is 
cheaper. I didn’t like the way they came 
across." 

A spokesman for Northern Electric 
said: "We take reports of agents 
pressurising customers very seriously. 
Mrs Scrivener's contract will be termi¬ 
nated immediately and we will contact 
her very soon.” 


involves is telling British Gas, 
paying the final bill and then 
the new supplier when neces¬ 
sary. BG Transco will continue 
to provide the emergency ser¬ 
vice for reported gas escapes. 

Before a provider is allowed 
to sell gas to domestic customers 
it must be licensed. Each com¬ 
pany has to pass checks on its fi¬ 
nancial health and show that it 
has adequate gas to meet the 
potential needs of customers. 
Harder to control are the less 
scrupulous selling tactics. 

Sue Slipman, GCC director, is 
alarmed by some doorstep sell¬ 
ing. She said: “The most worry¬ 
ing reports are of the 
harassment and intimidation of 
tiie elderly and vulnerable, such 
as those with learning 
difficulties." 

The Office of Gas Supply 
(Ofgas), the industry regulator, 
is trying to damp down on mis- 
selling and there is now a strict 
code of practice. Clare 


Spottiswoode — who, as Direc¬ 
tor-General of Gas Supply, 
runs Ofgas — has pledged to 
crack down on salesmen prone 
to exaggerating the benefits of 
changing company. She said: 
“Our research shows that most 
people welcome doorstep sell¬ 
ing. However, sales agents who 
mislead are being swiftly identi¬ 
fied and dealt with ” 

Contracts sold on the door¬ 


step do have a cooling-off 
period. If you send for informa¬ 
tion about a gas company using 
a coupon from a newspaper or 
sign an information request 
from a doorstep salesman, 
make sure you are only asking 
for information and have not 
signed a contract, and keep a 
record of the company's name. 
Customers can also complain 
directly to Ofgas or the Gas 


HOW TO ESTIMATE YOUR ANNUAL USAGE 


type of property 


Occupants : Heating only Cooking only Heating & . 

(kWh) (kWh) ‘Cooking (kWh); 


2- bftdroomad Rat 

Shod terrace 
(btWIt 394565? ' 

Mad terrace 

(built 1919-1845): 

- - - 

Semidetached ' 

3- tad boose 

fbu lit 1945-1965) 


11311 


1193 


12505 


Detached - 
3-bed homo 

(3945-1965) 


3 

14,934 

; 1363 

16597 

4 

20,649 


991R3 

4 

22546 

~i534 

23580 

5 

31,119 

: 1704 : 

32523 


Consumers Council To choose 
which gas company provides 
the best deal for your individual 
needs, you should contact the 
suppliers directly. Our table 
below shows the current li¬ 
censed gas companies available 
and the cost of gas per kWh. 

The GCC is advising custom¬ 
ers to make a like-for-like 
comparison and to shop 
around. British Gas, which is 
urging the same approach, does 
admit that some providers' 
tariffs are on average up to 7 per 
cent lower. But it also says mat 
the cheapest price does not 
necessarily offer the best value. 

While Ofgas can provide 
further information and advice, 
it cannot recommend which gas 
company to choose. For 
factsheets on domestic gas com¬ 
petition and suppliers, or to 
register a complaint of mis- 
selling. call 0800-88? 777. The 
Gas Consumers Council is on 
0645-060 708. 


•Source: Mkrnpai, offer io bid, Income Taken, for period 17/11/86 10 1/3/38 (equivalent 5 year figure +85.75%, 1/3193 » 1/3/98). *Source: Mkrofval, all figures offer to 
bid, gross income reinvested, for periods ending 1/3/98. Part performance is not necessarily a guide to the future. The price of units and the income from them b not 
guaranteed and can fall as well as rise. The Equity Income That has been available as a PEP since May 1993. Pull written terms and conditions are available on request. 
For your security; all calls are recorded. Royal 8 Sun Alliance Unit Trust Management Umhed, registered in England, no 2170242. Is a member of the Royal 8 Sun Affiance 
Life & Pensions Marketing Group. Registered Office 1 Bartholomew Lane, London, EC2N 2AB. Members of the Royal A Sun Affiance Life 4 Pensions Marketing Group 
are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority solely for We assurance, pensions and unit trust business, and by IMRO. 


Royal & SunAlliance 



Outstanding 

performance... 

• Increased level 
of income every 
year since launch 

AND 

• Capital growth 
of+211%* 


i.NCOME PE! 


Equity income PEP 

Superb track record*... 



For a special pack with full details, please 
contact your Financial Adviser, return the 
coupon below, or telephone 0645 100555 
(weekdays 8am to 8pm. weekends 9am to 6pm) 



■isscr.-ssss”* 

Name (Mr/MrsJMiss/Ms). ——— _____ ' * 

Address- _ - 


Telephone- 


Postcode—- 
Date of Birth. 


Tim 


Royal & 



SUNALLIANCE 


The tax regime of PEPs and ISA* may change, and the value of the tax benefits win depend on the Individual drc umsmnrw of tbe Investor. The price of Investments and 
the income from ihem can go down as well as up, you may nor get back os much o* you invest. The value to you of the benefits will depend on your oom drcumsTances. 
Post performance Is not necessarily a guide to future performance. MScG do not offer Investment advice or make any recommendations regarding Investments - we only 
promote the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. “Source: Mkxopal UK Faced Interest sector to 28-2.98. (Source: Office for National Statistics. 
'As nl 30398 tbe dealog spread for Corporate Bond miOJM, Managed Income 0.98%, Blue Chip 0i2k and Tracker 0.66%^ 

Issued by M&G Financial Services limited (Regulated by The Personal Investment Authority). Registered Office: MftC House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CM1 1FB. MSG 
Unit Trusts are managed by M&G Securities Limited (Regulated by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority!. 


Choosing your last ever PEP? 
Trust M&G with 
the Fundamentals. 


1998/99 PEPS will be unaffected by tbe arrival of ISAs - 
and the sooner you invest; tbe sooner your money can 
start working for you, tax free. M&G's Fundamentals 
range of PEPs makes tbe choice easy. 


Over 400,000 people deal direct with 
M&G - making us one of the most 
popular Investment managers. 1 



Need a high income now? 

For Income at a rate currently higher than the average 
building society account,’ discover The M&G Corporate Bond 
PEP Fund, currently in the top 25% of funds in its sector 
(since launch in April 1994).** 

Need a rising income? 

Our Managed Income PEP Fund gives an attractive level of 
income and the prospect of your returns increasing over 
time, investing in a range of M&G’s funds. 

Need long term returns? 

The M&G Blue Chip PEP Fund invests in the UK’s largest 
companies and is an excellent way to tap into the current 
strength of the UK economy. 

Need to harness stockmarket growth? 

The new M&G Index Tracker PEP Fund tracks the performance 
of 900 or so publicly-quoted companies in the FTSE® All- 
Share Index. 

Don't let time slip away. Ask for details of this essential 
range today, and take fuff advantage of your final 
PEP allowance. 



0345 321037 
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Tomorrow the world 


if all the world’s Ngjg 
top companies ^ 

were British, you 

wouldn't need our 

Global Tracking PER 


A new era of global super-mergers 
was opened up this week, when 
America’s Citicorp agreed an £85 
billion merger with Travelers, the 
insurance group that owns the Salomon 
investment bank. Or so goes the hype. 

Surely, any new era must have started 
less inspiringly with the grander £100 
billion merger agreed between Glaxo- 
Wellcome and SmithKline Beecham. 
Only, as we know, that foundered on the 
traditional merger issue: who is to get 
the jobs? That is no problem in a hostile 
takeover, as Wellcome seniors found. 

The short-term benefit of scrapping 
loads of seemingly overlapping jobs is 
measurable. It needed to be, for instan¬ 
ce. to pay Wellcome shareholders their 
takeover premium, even if that might 
have been higher but for the biggest 
shareholder’s yen to be gone. Any long¬ 
term loss, for instance in drugs that are 
never invented, comes later if at all. 

There comes a point however, when a 
hostile takeover becomes so expensive 
that the buyer’s shareholders cannot 
afford to take the risk. The bigger the 
target company, the more successful h is 
and the more it depends on mobile 
people rather than owned assets or 
rights, the riskier it becomes to pay a 
huge takeover premium upfront That is 
why Travelers. Glaxo and the big Swiss 
banks opted for “mergers of equals” 
effected by a share swap. 

So many mergers end in tears, 
however, that shareholders need to be 
clear about the benefits in advance. In 
the case of Glaxo/SmithKltne, they were 
clear. The merged company aimed to 
save £15 billion a year in overlapping 


Not all the best companies are British, which is why not all of the Norwich 
Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. Unlike most other 
tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 companies worldwide, to give excellent 
potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 34 . 8 %* TAX-FREE, 
with a historic return of io896“ over 5 years. 

■ 75 % of your investment trades UK companies and 25 % tracks 
companies in 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from otheT PEPs. 

■ Make the most of the last PEP year, apply now. 

Fot a free information pack call 

0800 056 2450 

quoting reference number iT)66. 

lines open weekdays 8aro-8ptn, w eekends miToqpm. 
http^/wmKnorwtdi-unkmxauk 


PERSONAL 

INVESTOR 



graham 

SEARJEANT 


costs, [n theory that might add up to £25 
billion to the equity value, before the 
heavy one-off costs of scrapping people's 
jobs. No wonder many investors are in¬ 
censed by the failure of boards that 
wallow in pay to do the deal and prove 
their worth. So far. Glaxo has under¬ 
standably been reluctant to make a 
hostile bid for its slightly less huge rival. 

The Travelers/Ciricorp combine 
would have little business overlap, 
removing easy gains in shareholder 
value as well as the corresponding 
conflict and turmoil On that front at 
least the chances of the 50-50 deal going 
ahead look better. The supposed benefits 
lie in cross-selling, all-in capacity across 
the continents and sheer size. They 
proved just as alluring. Shares in both 
companies rase strongly, as did Glaxo 
Wellcome and SmithKline Beecham. 

Investors clearly have faith in the 
benefits of global mega-mergers. They 
are almost compelled to do so. The 
prospect of vast value-creating deals is 


needed to justify ever-rising share 
ratings on both sides of the Atlantic 
Banking and pharmaceuticals have 
been lead sectors of the share boom. In 
pharmceuticals. pressure on healthcare 
costs makes it imperative to spread 
overheads and develop a continuous 
pipeline of new. if sometimes modest, 
drugs. In banking, lenders to multina¬ 
tional groups claim they need global 
capacity, though that is only dear in 
investment banking. 

In many other sectors, however, the 
arguments for world companies are, 
according to taste, equally compelling or 
spurious! Overhead costs of new prod¬ 
ucts dictate this in the motor industry. 
The race to ape Coca-Cola suggests that 
branded consumer goods are strong 
candidates, not least because of global 
marketing at sporting events sudi as the 
Olympics or motor grands prix. Com¬ 
munications services increasingly know 
no borders other than language. 

O n a rough count, some two 
thirds of the companies in the 
FTSE 100 share index of top 
corporates are either potential building 
blocks for a wdrdwide business or are 
the product of past globalisation. Retail¬ 
ing, building materials and infrastruc¬ 
ture utilities'seem the main exceptions. 

That test also shows that this is no 
guaranteed route to good returns — 
unless your company is taken over for 
cash. Many leviathans, for instance in 
oil, banking or motors, have proved too 
slow to change and have endured long 
periods of stagnation and low returns. 
But the board usually does well. 


Gavin Lumsden on society moves to keep carpetbaggers at bay 

Doors open — for some 
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11 would like more information on the 1 

consider PEPs a medium to long term Investment. Funds invested abroad . ■.»_. i —a -a a -p t • nCD 
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relate to Norwich Union products. We may telephone you to confirm { .. . _ __ , . j 


receipt of your information pack -Buy to self performance of the Norwich 
Global Tracking PEP, grass Income reinvested 1 / 7/96 to 31 / 1 / 98 . "-Although 
the Norwich Global Tracking PER has only been available since iufy 1996 , 
If you had invested £ 1,000 on 1 / 1/93 * n the underlying funds of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP (In the same proportions as the PEP] your 
Investment would have been worth £ 2.080 (a growth of 108 %} on 31 / 1 / 98 . 
assuming the income tax benefits of a PEP also applied. In certain 
circumstances information may be passed to other Insurance companies 
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To get the best return 
from your PEP... 


B ritannia and Yorkshire 
building societies re¬ 
opened their doors to 
small savers this week but 
made it dear they do not want 
money from carpetbaggers. 

Both societies have reduced 
opening balances on their ins¬ 
tant access accounts from 
£2,000 to £100 in an attempt to 
return to business as usual 
after they were forced to raise 
minimum investment levels 
last year to fend off the army 
of speculators who besieged 
their offices in search of the 
next demutualisation. 

Although conversion specu¬ 
lation has cooled down from 
last year's feverish levels, nei¬ 
ther society is relaxing its 
guard against carpetbaggers. 
New members wQi be requir¬ 
ed to give any windfall to 
charity if their society converts 
within five years of an account 
being opened. Both have set 
up charitable foundations for 
the money in the “unlikely" 
event of a conversion. 

New members will still 
have a right to vote and have 
their say in the societies’ 
affairs and be entitled to any 
payout after the five years 
David Anderson, chief exec¬ 
utive of the Yorkshire said: 
“We have been searching fora 
way to allow everyone access 
to our competitive interest 
rates whilst avoiding the dis¬ 
ruption which has resulted 
from speculative account 
opening in the past" 

The move does not affect 
the existing 2JJ million mem¬ 



bers of Britannia and York¬ 
shire. Both societies are wind¬ 
ing down deposit accounts 
which do not confer society 
membership to savers, having 
introduced them last year as 
another measure to deter 
speculators. However, under 
the 1997 Building Societies Act 
such accounts will become 
illegal later this year. 

The five-year qualifying 
period for new members is an 


improvement on Nation¬ 
wide’s stance. Since October it 
has required new members to 
relinquish windfalls for all 
time. 

Mr Anderson said: “We 
took the view that we did not 
want two permanent classes 
of membership. We consid¬ 
ered introducing bonuses for 
long-term savers but we 
thought that would discour¬ 
age new savers." However, 


die Bradford & Bingtey Build¬ 
ing Society was critical of any 
attempt to ring-fence new 
investors. 

Christopher Rodrigues, the 
society’s chief executive, said: 
“What business are we in? 
Why on earth should we want 
to deter people from putting 
their money with us? 

"People can open up an 
account with us for any rea¬ 
son they like. We are not 
going to convert" 

T o underline its renewed 
focus on smaller savers, 
Yorkshire has launched 
a three-year regular savings 
account starting at £10 per 
month. This pays gross annu¬ 
al interest of 7.8 per cent (&24 
per cent net) if 12 monthly 
deposits are made. However, 
if a payment is missed or die 
money is withdrawn the gross 
rale halves to 3.9 per cent 
Britannia, meanwhile, is re¬ 
opening its regular savings 
account which pays 7.75 per 
cent gross, for monthly pay¬ 
ments from £20 to £500. 

Both societies are taking 
action on Tessas and postal 
accounts as well. Yorkshire 
has reduced minimum invest¬ 
ment levels on its 7.9 per cent 
Tessa Plus from £2. 000 to 
£100. compared with the £250 
needed for Britannia's Flod 
Tessa. Opening balances on 
Yorkshire postal accounts 
have been brought down from 
£5.000 to 12,000. and for die 
Britannia from £5.000 to 
£ 1 , 000 . 
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...leave it to Edinburgh Fund Managers. 


Choosing the right PEP used to be a real 
headache. Now you can leave it to the experts 
- simply select the Edinburgh Managed Growth 
Portfolio PEP. 

The Managed Growth Portfolio PEP saves you 
the worry of deciding which investment company 
you wifi trust with your valuable PEP allowance. 

We assess which markets have the potential to 
give the best rerurn and select the best unit 
trusrs from rhe UK’s most successful fund 
management companies. You benefit from a 
fund of funds portfolio giving you a spread of 
risk which is hard to match. 

Low charges 

The fund is managed by our Privare Clients team, 
so that you benefit from private client 
management - but at low unit trust charges. 


So instead of worrying about your PEP. relax and 
leave it to Edinburgh Fund Managers. 

Budget Update 

PEP tax benefits retained for all investments 
made before April 1 9991 To find out more ask 
your Financial Advisee or call our Helpline. 


www.edfd.com 




THE 

DEATH 

TAX 

How To Avoid It 


Inheritance Tax Is charged at a flat rate 
of 40%. If all your assets are worth 
£500,000 the tax bill could be £110,800. 
Is that too much to pay? 

Fortunately, there are many ways to 
reduce or avoid this liability. If you want 
to know more: 


TALK TO TO WRY LAW TODAY 
-‘tomorrow’ may be too late 
Phone 0345 8S 99 33 


dilx 


Edinburgh 


FUND MANAGERS 


Edinburgh Fund Managers pic, Donaldson House, 97 Haymarkct Terrace. Edinburgh EH 12 5HD. 

Regulated by IMKO and The Personal Investment Authority. The value of units and the income from them may fall as well as rise 
and investor* may get back less than they originally invested. The value of any tax relief will depend on the individual circumstances 
of the investor. Following rhe introduction of the new Individual Savings Account (ISA) on 5 April 1999 no further 
subscriptions to PEPs may be made. Existing PEP holders will continue to enjoy rax benefits under the current rules, outside 
the ISA. The value of PF.P holdings will not affect the amount that can be subscribed to the ISA. MGP/T/m 


or complete the coupon below to put us it: touch. 
Levels and bases of and reliefs from. taxation arv subject to change: 


their value depends an tbe In di vi dua l circumstances of the investor. 

TOWRY LAW FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED 

REGULATED BT THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT Al. THOHm’ 
Towry Law House, 57 High Street, Windsor, SU ux 


TOWKY LAW FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD 
FREEPOST SLOUGH, SLI 3ZY 
Fax: 01753 550220. E-mail: infb(dtovvrytaw.crnr» 

The Death Thx - How to Avoid it. 

Please contact me to arrange a free w ^ 
consultation, without obligation, 195B. 99 




WTHI-PROI ITS BOND 

A worry-free 

m 

investment 
offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 

If that sounds like your dream come true, then The Equitable 
Witb-ftoSts Bond ts a winning combination for your investments. 

With £500 you can invest in a managed fond of assets, which 
smooths tbe short-term fluctuations in value over the period of 
your investment. 

So, you can strike a balance between keeping vour savings safe 
in a building society, but possibly eroded by inflation, and the 
potentially lucrauve but more risky option of investment in 
equities. 

And. as p*t of your medium to long-term investment plans, 
Witb ' ProfilS B ° nd can P ! °y import an land 

Of course, the final value of tbe investment is not guaranteed 

■feo also b*ve *e rtassurar.ee and peace of mind which comes 

mth ^ mtaWe Ue ' d,e W ° rid ' S oldest muTual 

If you wouid lAemore information on achieving the best of 
M Equitable With-Profi^Bond. call 

fcr da* b, 

www.equitaHe.co.uk 

, , ^^sc^yourrdephonccaDnuy be recorded 
^ given on Equiubfc 
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Hit if you save, hit if you don’t 

X Thila >L. A. " 


W Me the Govern- 
ment wrestles 
with the task of 
persuading the low paid to 
save for their old age. the 
middle classes ha?e 
ready taken the message to 
heart Many have stayed in 
work longer than they 
would have liked in order 
to btrild up as large a 
pension fund as possible. 

From this pot of money 
they are Obliged to buy an 
annuity that will provide 
an income for life. Yet an¬ 
nuity rates have fallen so 
fast that they might have 
been better off retiring 
earlier and taking a higher 
rate on a smaller pot of 
money. There are alterna¬ 
tives — delaying buying an 
a nnuity , and opting for 
income drawdown Which 
involves taking an income 
from the fund and buying 
an annuity later. But this 
involves complex assump¬ 
tions about future econom- 



COMMENT 


MARIANNE CURPHEY 

Personal Finance 

Deputy Editor 


ic trends. In addition, the 
commission char ged on 
some of the income draw¬ 
down contracts is so high 
torn the Personal Invest¬ 
ment Authority, the con¬ 
sumer watchdog, has 
begun an investigation. 

Meanwhile, as we report 

on page 59, careful savers 
who make additional vol¬ 
untary contributions to 
their pensions via free¬ 
standing contracts with in¬ 
surance companies may be 
losing chunks of their re¬ 
tirement money because 
they are paying hefty fees. 


The Government is cur¬ 
rently considering submis¬ 
sions from the financial 
services industry on the 
future of pensions and 
welfare provision. 

. Among the suggestions 
is a simple index-tracking 

investment which is Kite- 

marked for quality, low 
cost and sold without ad¬ 
vice. The scandal of the 
1980s, when salesmen per¬ 
suaded people in generous 
employers* pension 
schemes to contract out 
into inferior personal pen¬ 
sions. means that advice is 


now an unfashionable 
concept 

Certainly, if you have 
chosen to buy an index- 
tracking pension, the only 
consideration is cost Until 
that is, you come to retire. 
Wifl the low^costprwiders 
be obliged to offer advice 
on when to switch out of an 
equity-based fund and into 
something less volatile as 
you contemplate retire¬ 
ment? Who win advise of 
the need to shop around for 
the best annuity rate? Who 
will you turn to when deci¬ 
ding whether to delay buy¬ 
ing an annuity until rates 
improve? 

Advice from traditional 
insurance companies has 
not always been in the 
customers’ best interest 
But to throw out the con¬ 
cept of advice altogether 
because it has been abused 
in the past by salesmen will 
cost pensioners dear in the 
longron. 



Drivers stuck on flooded roads will be covered for damage to their cars if they have comprehensive insurance 

Insurers help to mop up 

i 


nsurers* emergency helplines were 
buzzing yesterday after two days of 
torrential rain left villages and roads 
in the Midlands under feet of water. 

By yesterday afternoon insurance com¬ 
panies were reporting thousands of 
claims from anxious householders and 
car owners; an unprecedented level of 
demand for a Bank Holiday weekend. 

Flood cover has been a standard part of 
building and contents insurance since 
1953 when 280 people lost their lives in 
the Great Flood along the East Coast of 
England. Unfortunately, today many 
people feel compelled to economise and 
insure their home only as part of their 
agreement with their mortgage lender. 
Many will rue this derision as they 
survey their damaged furniture this 
weekend, while those motorists who were 


stranded when roads flooded will be 
covered for damage only if they had 
taken out comprehensive insurance. 

With more rain on (he way, the advice 
of insurers for households not yet 
affected is to take preemptive action: use 
sandbags if you have them and move 
furniture upstairs if you can. 

If you are already flooded, turn off the 
electricity at the mains. Then contact your 
insurer. The helpline number will be on 
the polity documents. Vic Ranee, of the 
Association of British Insurers, said: “Let 
your insurer or broker know as quickly 
as possible. They can log your claim and 
offer you advice until the loss adjuster, 
who will assess the damage, arrives. 
Don't throw anything away. The loss 
adjuster wfll want to see bow valuable it 
is and. besides, if might be possible to 


repair the damage, particularly for 
carpets. Do not rush drying things either. 
Use a low heat to avoid further damage. 
Serious water damage can take a long 
time to repair. You might not be able to 
redecorate for up to six months, for 
instance.” 

The put three years have seen a 
marked improvement in the service 
offered by insurers. It is rare nowadays 
for policyholders to have to arrange and 
pay for the lengthy dean-up operation. 
Hambros Legal Services, which handles 
cl aims for many building and contents 
insurers induding Norwich Union and 
Barclays, has told its loss adjusters to 
contact all policyholders in the flood 
areas. 

Gavin Lumsden 


The Corporate Bond PUP 

Ttoe low cost 
high income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of yourfinal year's 
PEP allowance 


•Source; LG DU i06.iM.Wi. 
The running ywU of ihe 
Fixed Imcrcs Trim 

(j.WS, ru.2“* redemption 

Yield i ik al *» April l^W. 
Pas performs Oiv is W 
necvMjrtly J fiufck- 
future perfotmjiKV. Bf*h 
capital and income ulues 
nuy go down as well up 
and you may not gel kick 

||k- amount invested. All 

•.ompariKms of mt apply 
pEPs im usung wholly « 
I'nu Trusts. Tax assumptions 
an.* ihw currently 
applicable and are subted 
io MJtuioty change. The 
value of lax relief wJf 
depend on tout individual 
oteum-aancis.. Full wrliien 
del ails are available on 
ixtjucjj Legal & General 
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Investors should be await 
iIji unlike ash in a 
Depv-ii Account the capital 
value of investments In 
Fixed Inieicu Trusts is not 
punnciil The Gavetumeru 
have announced that 
ovnnNunjTV. can only be 
nude io PEPS until Apnl 
fW. FnvA tlui dare a new 
use pnwfcfcsd saving vchide, 
rile Individual Savings ACCOM 
flSAJ u-ili be available 


Legal & General have led the way 
in providing tow cost, high 
performance PEPs io our customers. 

Over the years, our determination 
to provide outstanding value 
for money has meant that today 
Legal & General Investment 
Management has in excess of 
£60 billion under management. 

A glance at the table shows that we 
deliver unbeatable value, providing 
the lowest cost diversified Corporate 
Bond PEP on the market with annual 
management charges of only 0.5%. 
with no initial charges on lump sum 
investments or withdrawal fees. 

So, for a regular, tax-free income on 
your savings find out more about 
Britain’s best value Income PEP today. 

Just complete and return the coupon. 



Legal & General 
Corporate Bond PEP 


0.5% 
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NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 
0.5% annual management charge 
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Pep 


Now the accent is on 
European Growth 


THE MERCURY EUROPEAN GROWTH PEP 


With our spectaJ PEP discount of 2%, and 
strengthening European stockmarkets, there’s never 
been a better time to invest in Europe. Take advantage 
of this excellent growth potential by investing in the 
Mercury European Growth Fund. Had you been able 
to invest £6,000 in a PEP at the Fund’s launch in 
December 1983, it would now be worth £66,640 
tax-free - an average annual return of 18.3%.* 

Save up to £120 

For more information and details of a 2% PEP 
discount worth up to £120, call us now, return the 
coupon or contact your financial adviser. 

Now that the Chancellor has confirmed the continuing 
tax efficiency of PEPs. it is even more important 
to consider making the most of your full PEP 
allowance. Act now to get your 2% PEP discount. 


NOW 0800 882 884 


To: Brochure Requesis, Mercury Asset Management Ltd. FREEPOST 
KE49GO, Londiro ECJB 4CO. Please send me delate of the Mercury 
European Growth PEP. PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. 
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MERCURY 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 


•Sour* Standard & Poorls Micropaf. Perfermenca figures based on buying to sefcig prices Io 1.4.98 with gross Income reinvested. 5 year performance: El 5.027, an 
average amuateed/etun of 202%. ■ 2% dscoutt on the buying prfceof uitts fat Unp sun PEP investments of Ct .000or mare. ■ The value of hvestments and booms 
from them may fluctuate end are not guaryueed. ■ Changes in the rates rf exchange may cause the value of you- investment to rise cr tel. ■ Past performance e not 
necessity a guide to tutifepertormancaB^The tax treatment of PEPs wi change in Apr! 1999. ■The Meraxy Euopean Growth Fixid is managed by Meicuy Find 
Managers Ltd (regiiated by MRQ and the Personal Investment Authority) the irit trus* management arm of Msrouy Asset Management Ltd. ■ TTie Mercuy PEPs are 
rranaged tryManxiy Asset Management Ltd {regiiaJiW by ftff^.BTTisaAertisernerrt is based on (he Chancetorfe BixQef statement on 173.98. ■Issued byM 2 rcury 
Investment Services Lid, 33 King Wteam Street Larckxi EC4R 9fiS. http^fwwwjnamxxim regulated by the Personal Investment Authortv and representing only the 
Mercury Matedng Group and its packaged products, which hdude unit busts. PEPs and pensions. ■ For you- protection, telephone cals ate usuafry recorded. 
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The Schroder UK Balanced Growth PEP 
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HIGH GAIN 


It’s a balancing act 




LOW RISK 


If you're like most of our 


fhe PEP invests in three of our 


If > 

% 4 


investors, you want a good profit most popular funds, each of 

from your final PEP. but you don't which is a leading fund in its 

want to risk everything to achieve sector' 1 '. Had you invested EG,000 
it. So how can you achieve strong in this PEP combination five 


TO: SCHRDDERS. CUSTOMER SERVICES 
DEFT. 028 M FREEPOST. LON 7109. 
LONDON ET4B4PD 
Flow tend me nqr free opfiy of ibe Schroder 
UK Bah nc ed Growth PEP bwclnuc or 
oltemauviJy caua your isual Tina neat odvnet 


performance without sacrificing 
security? Invest in the Schroder 
UK Balanced Growth PEP. 

All eauity investments involve a 
degree of risk, but the UK 
stockrnarket is one of the most 
stable In the world and Schrodcrs 
3:e acknowledged experts at 
investing in it. The ns'.v Schroder 
UK Balanced Growth PEP aims to 
strike the perfect balance 
between risks -and rewards. 


years ago, your investment would 
now be worth over £14.000 . And 
what's more, you wouldn't have 
iost any sleep ever it. 

Call us now or complete and 
return the coupon opposite to 
receive your free brochure, and 
find cut how you can achieve the 
right balance with your last PEP. 


0800 002 000 
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*£6,000 PEP'ed Into the 
Singer & Fried lander 
Continental Trust on 
31/3/93 would have 
risen to £15,034 by 
31/3/9S - an 
average annual growth 
of 20.2%. 
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The economic 
arguments for 
European 
investment 
are compelling: 

• Continental economic 
growth rates are 
recovering strongly. 

• Increased efficiency 
and privatisations 
have created major 
opportunities for 
shareholders. 

• Investors will gain 
should Sterling fall 
from its current level. 

• We believe EMU will 
create exciting 
opportunities for 
European investment. 

Hie Budget 
announ cement makes 
PEP investment even 
more attractive. 
Contact us today for 


our free report: “Tlie 
Case for European 
Investment in 1998” 


Spring into action this Easter 


E aster — a festival of Christian 
renewal, but also the begin¬ 
ning of a new tax year. Tax 
returns have started landing on the 
doormats of 8.4 million taxpayers 
and big tax changes are under way 
for families, savers and investors. 

Although die returns do not have to 
be sent back for several months, the 
long holiday weekend is an ideal time 
to start sorting out your papers. 

If you want the inland Revenue to 
calculate your bfll, you need to get the 
return bade by September 30. But it is 
still best to start early because, as 
millions of people found last year, 
you may need extra forms and help to 
complete the task. 

Start by checking that you have 
received the correct form. Look at 
page two of the return and run 
through the first nine questions to see 
whether you need additional sections. 
The Inland Revenue's telephone 
order line, 0645-000 404, is open 
between 8am and JOpm every day. 

Even if you intend to work out your 
own tax bill, you have until January 
31 but you should still check to see if 
you have the right form. It is all too 
tempting to leave it until the last 
moment, and then you may find that 
time runs out. Some 670.000 taxpay¬ 


New tax forms are in the post, Sara Williams offers advice 


ers found out in January that late 
filing means an automatic £100 fine. 

■ BE PREPARED: Make sure you 
collect together the various docu¬ 
ments you will need. Your employer 
will shortly be giving you a P60, 
showing your total pay for last year, 
plus a copy of the PUD or P9D form 
giving details of any fringe benefits or 
expenses. 

Keep any interest statements sent 
by banks or building societies, divi¬ 
dend vouchers and tax deduction 
certificates. 

People running their own business¬ 
es, or letting out property, need to 
collect receipts, payments and any 
other details of income and expenses. 

■ CHECK YOUR SAVINGS: Are 
you saving the maximum in a tax- 
exempt special savings account 
(Tessa) which allows you to have up 
to £9,000 of savings and pay no tax 
on die interest? Tessas will be phased 
out next April 6, when the new 
individual savings account (Isa) is 
introduced. But any existing Tessas 


can continue to the end of their five- 
year term and this will not affect the 
amount you can put into Isas. 

So if you have not got a Tessa, 
think about starting one before April 
6 . but re m ember you need to be able 
to leave the capital in to the end of the 
five-year term, so it is not an option if 
you think you might need the money 


■ LAST CHANCE FOR A PEP: 
Personal equity plans (Peps) will also 
disappear next April 6. since you will 
be able to invest in shares and unit 
trusts tax-free though Isas. Any 
holdings in Peps will continue to be 
free of income tax and capital gains 
tax and wQI not reduce the amount 
you can put into Isas. So. if you want 
to invest more in shares and unit 
trusts, maximise the size of your tax- 
free portfolio by taking out one last 
ftp during this tax year. 

■ REVIEW YOUR PORTFOLIO. 
The Chancellor did away with bed 
and breakfasting in this yearns 
Budget — stopping you selling shares 
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one day and buying them back the 
next to make a capital gain which can 
use up the annual tax-free allowance 
for capital gains tax. But the tax-free 
allowance still remains — at £6.800 
this year — and it makes sense to 
realise gains that can use it up. 

So at some stage in the coming 
year, think abotn any shares or unit 
trusts which have had a good run and 
you are willing to sell. If you think the 
prices have further to go, you could 
buy the shares bade 30 days later 
without falling foul of the new rules 
— the risk is that you miss a gain in 
their value of more than the tax you 
save. For this year, at least, you can 
buy the shares back the next day 
provided it is into a Pep (this is known 
as “bed and pepping*}. 

A husband and wife each have 
their own tax-free allowance to use 
up. And provided the transactions 
are not linked, one partner could 
always buy some shares in the 
company sold by the other. 

■ SMALL BUSINESSES: People 
with small and medium-sized busi¬ 


nesses can get bigger-than-normal 
capital allowances on spending on 
plant and machinery for another 
year. From July 2 until July 1 next 
year, the first-year allowance is 40 
per cent (apart from expenditure on 
cars). And for now. you can get the 
even higher rate of 50 per cent 
introduced in last year's Budget for 
spending in the year from July 2, 
1997. 

Big changes to capital gains tax 
mean retirement relief is being 
phased out — most businesses will 
save more from the new taper relief 
which reduces the taxable gain the 
longer you own an asset. But some 
smaller business owners will do 
better if they can cash in on 
retirement relief before it disappears 
— check with your tax adviser. 

□ Sara Williams is the author of 
The Lloyds Bank Tax Guide, pub¬ 
lished by Profile. The 1998-99 edition 
is now on sale, price £7.99. but 
Weekend Money readers can obtain 
it for the special price of £4.99 plus £/ 
p&p. Send a cheque for £5.99 
payable to “Profile Books Ltdwith a 
return address to Times Offer. Pro¬ 
file Books Ltd, 62 Queen Anne Street , 
London WIM 9LA. 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 

than money. 
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More 


Beale Dobie 


0800 0685544 - 


1% Discount 
during the last year 
of PEP investments 


To: Singer & Friedlander Portfolio 

Management Ltd.. FREEPOST LON 
2280, London EC2B 2AA 
Fax: 0171 867 8780. 

E-mail: inTorm a tiorwgslnger 5 .c 0 .uk. 
Please send me full details of your 
Continental Trust PEP. 

I am also interested in consolidating 
my PEP Investments under one 
manager (please tick) □ 

Mr/Mrs/Mlss/Ms: 


Postcode: 



Singer & 
Friedlander 


•AH performa-ee source: Mbropaf. after to Met. 
gross income reinvested. The vat* of utis 
and the income from them may fan as weB as 
rise aid you may not get back the amount you 
Invest, past perfor ma nce is not necessarty a 
guide to the ftmre. The value of PEP tax reBefs 
**S depend on your oxSviduai circumstances. 
Changes in exchange rates may affect the 
value of wits. Telephone cads may be 
recorded. Issued by Singer & Friedlander 
Portfolio Management UtL. 21 New Street. 
London EC2M 4HR. Reflated by IMRO. 
if job do not wsft ar recebe fofonnarai about utter 
Sr^er & Fneiander products, please tick □ 


With Friends Provident, 
there’s a good reason to 
go into Europe. 

It’s well worth finding out about the Friends Provident European Growth Trust. 


Anyone going into Europe on 31 st March 
1993, with a £3,000 investment in the Friends 
Provident European Growth Trust, would have 
had an excellent return by 31st March1998. 

£9,123.67 no less. 

Not only has the Trust outperformed the 
average return for all unit 


To achieve its consistent capital growth 
over the last five years. Friends Provident Fund 
Managers invested the bulk of the fund in 
major European players such as Daimler-Benz 
and Adidas. 


average return for all unit 

trusts over the past five years. 

it’s achieved a top quartlle i 


Now you have the chance to invest in the 

111 r iiiii 11 ui ifriiir • S Tmst anc * S 3 ' 0 lhe potential for 
significant tax-free growth via 
the Friends Provident European 


performance over 1,3,5 and - Growth PEP. If you want to go into 

10 years. Europe with Friends Provident, get on The Blue 

Fittingly, the Trust has earned its fair share Line, call 0800 00 00 80 and discuss this PEP 

of plaudits: a five star rating by Micropal, a triple with courteous qualified people. 

Remember that past performance is not 
necessarily 3 guide to the future. 


A rating by Standard and Poor’s Fund 
Research Ltd and a 1998 What Pep award. 


_Get on T he Blue Line 


VWre open fi to 8 Weekdays. 10 to 4 We eken ds. Cal 0800 00 00 80. 


FRIENDS' 


IQVIDENT 
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fchaps you think chat all pension plans are the same. If yi 
do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are some of'd 
reasons why you should consider an Equitable Jtnsion Han. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Pays no commission to third parties for tli 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan-. 

• Lets you retire earlier or later than planned 
without penalty. 

• Lets you vary your contributions - withot 
penalty. 

- Provides full return of hind in the event of deat 
before retirement. 

& tf you would hke to find out more about how The Equitab 

0)990) 38 - 4B*sa° l ^ us direet c 

information by post Md ty^elephoL:* C ° UP ° n bcl ° W f ° r Q1 °' 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Fwyoursexnimyyo^ 

InfonnadorVadvice wffl only be given on Equitable eraup 

I »■ The ExtulobteLife. FREEPOST TST.v™. c- - - 
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Mariann e Curphey and Gavin Lumsden on the CGT changes in the Finance Bill 

You can put all your 
shares in one basket 

T he Inland Revenue hotly denied 
this week that it had performed a 
U-turn over a key pan of the 
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T he Inland Revenue hotly denied 
this week that it had performed a 
U-turn over a key pan of the 
Budget changes to capital gains tax. 

Last month’s Budget replaced the 
complex system of indexation, which 
reduced investors' CGT liabilitv i n 
accordance with inflation, with an 
equally complex taper system which 
cuts the tax bill the longer investors 
hold assets before selling them. 

In the process, financial advisers 
claimed the Inland Revenue had 
altered the way investors could exploit 
losses from previous years to reduce 
their liability in the current tax year 
which would mean they would have to 
pay more tax. With the publication this 
week of the Finance Bill, the Inland 
Revenue clarified the situation. 

Capital gains tax can arise when you 
sell assets or shares worth more than 
your annual exemption, which this 
financial year will be £6,800. 

In the past an investor who had 
made fosses of £25.000 in previous 
years but had made a net gain of 
£10.000 in the current financial year 
was able to use his annual allowance 
(£6.500 last year) to reduce his charge¬ 
able gain to £3300. He could then 
eliminate this gam entirely by using 
£3,500 of his losses. This left the 
investor with no tax to pay and £21300 
of losses to carry forward in future 
years. 

However, financial advisers reck¬ 
oned the wording of the Revenue’s 
original Budget press release meant 
that the investor would have to cany 
forward £10.000 of losses to neutralise 
all his gains. This left his annual 
exemption untouched and wasted and 
meant he could carry forward only 
£15.000 of losses to exploit in future. 

This week the Inland Revenue was 
adamant that no such change had 
occurred when it published the Finance 
Bill on Wednesday. 

However, Maurice Parry-Wingfield. 
tax consultant with Deloitte & Touche, 
said the details in the BUI demonstrat¬ 
ed that the Treasury had performed “a 
volte-face". He said: “This change of 
heart is extremely welcome. Investors 
with brought forward losses will not 
have to pay more tax on their gains 
after all. If they had kept to the original 
plans it would have been extremely 



Happy Easter, its good news on capital gains tax for shareholders 


difficult for investors with smaller 
gains, perhaps on demutualisation 
shares, to work out their tax affairs 
under the new self-assessment rules. 
Presumably the Treasury was per¬ 
suaded that to implement the original 
plan would have made self-assessment 
even more difficult to cope with.” 

Under the Budget changes, gains on 
shares bought after April 5 1998 will 
not be reduced by the old system of 
indexation, but the new tapering relief 
will apply instead. 

A spokeswoman for the Inland 
Revenue said: “We have not made a U- 
rum. If you have a gain of £10,000 and 
a loss of £1,000, we would apply 
indexation if appropriate on the gain of 


£9,000. Then we would apply losses 
from the same tax year followed by 
losses carried forward from earlier 
years to bring the gain down to the 
annual CGT exemption of £6300. We 
would then apply the annual allow¬ 
ance, which would mean you had no 
tax to pay. Any losses remaining could 
then be carried forward.” 

Investors were also cheered by an 
important clarification on the “pool¬ 
ing” of shares. In' the past investors 
who acquired shares in a company 
through a series of purchases over a 
number of years were able to treat the 
pool of shares as a single asset If they 
sold some of the shares they did not 
have to work out which of the shares 


they were selling. Instead, any poten¬ 
tial gain on the sale was calculated 
against the average purchase price of 
all the shares. 

The new taper — which effectively 
reduces CGT from 40 percent to 24 per 
cent for higher-rate taxpayers between 
three and 10 years — is incompatible 
with pooling. Instead the Revenue has 
introduced a last-in-first-out system 
(Lifo) which means thai you will 
always be selling your most recent 
acquisitions first. 

For example, if a higher-rate tax 
payer bought 1,000 shares m a com¬ 
pany every year for a decade and then 
sold 2.000 shares he would not see a 
reduction in CGT as he would have to 
sell the shares he bought in the last two 
years, gains from which would still be 
taxed at the high rare of 40 per cent. 
However if he sold 3.000 shares, the 
third lot of 1,000 shares would begin to 
benefit from the taper. This had led 
some accountants to speculate that the 
Lifo rule meant that a new purchase of 
shares reset the tax clock on the entire 
pool, as reported last week in these 
pages. The clarification demonstrates 
that is not in fact the case. 

However, the changes to the way 
assets are assessed for CGT places a 
great onus on individual shareholders 
to keep detailed records of their 
transactions. 

Mr Parry-Wingfield said, however, 
that investors should be pleased that 
the Treasury had “done nothing to stop 
bed & pepping", ie. selling shares and 
then buying them back within a 
personal equity plan to make the most 
of the CGT allowance. 


N or has the Chancellor made 
any move to stop "double bed 
and breakfasting" between 
spouses, where one half of the couple 
sells a shareholding via a stockbroker 
and the other half of the couple buys it 
back to make the most of the CGT 
exemptions. 

Mr Parry-Wingfield said: "Bed and 
breakfasting is a soft form of tax 
avoidance; it is difficult to believe that h 
was necessary to stop it The fact that 
the Finance Bill has not attempted to 
prevent either bed and pepping or 
double bed and breakfasting under¬ 
lines this.” 


N atWest is poised to 
break ranks with the 
high street banks 
and launch a new high- 
interest telephone savings 
account in opposition to new¬ 
comers like Scottish Widows 
Bank. Standard Lite and 
Direct line. 

NatWest is piloting the 
service among its staff and 
has recently sent out a 
mailshot to a selected num¬ 
ber of creditworthy custom¬ 
ers earning more than 
E20.000. 

The service, which is based 
in Surrey, will stand sepa¬ 
rately from its branch opera¬ 
tions. and is offering to pay 
savers rates of up to 7-25 per 
cent — which Is far higher 
than those currently offered 
by NatWesTs other savings 
options. 

If the pilot is successful, 
NatWestcoald be launching 
the full operation later this 
year. 

The move is the latest 
attempt by banks to reclaim 
the lucrative area of deposit¬ 
taking from insurance com¬ 
panies and supermarkets 
which have been making 
aggressive inroads into their 
territory. 

Halifax began the trend 
for offering a telephone-only 
deposit account when it 
launched Halifax Dtred in 
January. The operation of¬ 
fers considerably better rates 
than the former building 
society’s branch-based Liq- 


NatWest to test 
high interest 
phone accounts 


uid Gold account. Although 
savers are restricted to two 
withdrawals in a year, those 
with deposits in the direct 
account earn 735 per cent on 
balances of £40.000 or more 
and 73 per cent for the 
minimum deposit of £10.000. 
The Liquid Gold pays up to 
4.65 per cent on suras over 
£25.000. 

Britain’s banks and build¬ 
ing societies are coming 
under increasing pressure to 
offer higher interest rates to 
savers afar the influx of new 

banks. Over the last year. 
Sainsbury. Tesco, Safeway. 
Virgin and Standard life 
banks have all jumped on the 
savings bandwagon offering 
direct services. And. because 
branch-less banking is 
cheaper to operate, rates can 
be higher. 

If the launch goes ahead. 
NatWesfs new service could 
be in direct competition with 
the supermarkets which offer 


high rates to small saves. 
Sainsbury and Tesco pay a 
flat 63 per cent cm a mini¬ 
mum deposit of £L The 
NatWest direct account 
would offer the same initial 
rate with the same minimum 
requirement But rates are 
tiered and go up to 725 per 
cent for sums over £250.000. 

E dward Oeasey, an in¬ 
dependent financial 
adviser with Clark 
Conway in Wimbledon, said: 
"It is a good step fora bank 
If you look at the normal 
high street savings accounts, 
they are very uncompetitive. 
Nor are they very customer- 
friendly. This is a step in the 
right direction. People still 
like to stay with their high 
street banks.” 

Lloyds offers savers the 
paltry rate of 3.4 per cent a 
year for deposits between 
£500and £5,000 in its instant 
access account and only 03 


per cent for anything under 
£500. Barclays instant access 
offers little better with 0.75 
per cent for sums over £100 
but.under £4.999. The top 
rate of 4.7 per cent is only 
paid on accounts over 
£25,000. Midland offers 425 
per cent up to £5,000 and 6 
per cent for deposits over 
£50.000. 

Although NatWest said 
the new product was not 
designed to replace any of its 
other savings options avail¬ 
able. the bank’s existing sav¬ 
ings vehicles offer rates 
which are just as miserly as 
its counterparts. 

With NatWest Fust Re¬ 
serve. savers put up with 225 
per cent interest for sums 
under £100 and 335 per cent 
for deposits over £1.000. The 
Premium Reserve, which re¬ 
quires a minimum deposit of 
£2.000, offers better value 
with a rate of435 per cem on 
balances under £UL000. The 


top rale of 5.05 per cent is 
paid only to those saving 
over £50,000. The Reward 
Reserve offers higher returns 
as long as no withdrawals 
are made. Savers with depos¬ 
its over £2,000 but under 
£10.000 earn 6.1 per cent and 
those with savings over 
£10.000 earn 635 per cenL 
However, the rales include a 
2 per cent no withdrawals 
bonus. Rates go down to 4.1 
per cent and 435 per cent if 
the money is taken oiit 
The only advantage to 
putting up with such poor 
returns is having real instant 
access to your savings. Those 
with deposits in the First 
Resave have a cash and 
debit card while savers with 
the other two options can 
withdraw money from any 
branch or benefit from an 
instant transfer. 

None of this will be pos¬ 
sible with the Save Direct 
account. As with many tele¬ 
phone operations, savers 
must request a withdrawal 
by post or have tbe money 
transferred to a current ac¬ 
count This generally means 
a delay of three or four 
working days before the 
money is available 
As the new NatWest direct 
service is designed as a 
completely separate entity, 
the delays will affect existing 
NatWest customers in the 
same way. 

Susan Emmett 
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EXCEPTIONAL INTEREST RATES 

Paid ”to.n\s o7i im cslntents from £25,000 to £1,000,000 

PLUS MONTHLY INCOME 


The Offshore 60 Account offers exceptional 
rates of interest and the convenience of 
operating the account by post 
The interest rate for balances of 

£50.000 and above are the best 
available* and you only need \ ’ 
to give 60 days notice 

for penalty free access.^^^R^^^^K 
In addition, a choice 

monthly interest^^^^^H||^HI| 
can benefit ii VlVJ 


from capital growth or a regular income. 
The account pays interest gross and is 
open to expatriates, foreign nationals 
and UK residents. For UK 
investors this could have 
fillip valuable cash flow benefits 
by deferring the tax 
payable. For further 
rf-;: details please 

complete the 
coupon or call 
the number 

L*i ■ MI L*J kl wl> A 


WBBTIWTSfu. 
Investment Monthly 1 Annual 


Please post the coupon to: 

Cheshire Guernsey Limited. PO Box 229, 
Canada Court Upland Road. St Peter Port 
Guernsey GY1 3NZ 


CHESHIRE 

G U E RNJE E Y LIMITED 




Please tide appropriate box: To open an account EH 
For further information 0 

To open an account complete this coupon and enclose it with your 
cheque, payable to Cheshire Guernsey Limited. Account (your name). 
An application form will be sent by return for completion. 

I/We enclose E-Imin. £25,000, max. El million) 

for investment in the Offshore GO Account. 


.Telephone. 


Signature!*). 


Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 


’ "t 


Call, Sam-10pm t 7 days a week quoting ref: 288B924 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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Yes. If you save in a personal pension and, of course, are a higher rate tax payer. 
That way you can claim back every penny of income tax you've paid on the money 
you invest. Let's face it, you spend your whole life paying tax. Don't pass up the 
opportunity to get some back. Call Virgin Direct now. 


AM- 


direct 


|pjp5L900 900 

Open seven days a week from Sam to 10pm 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal investment Authority. The price 
of units and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount 
you invest. The basis of tax may change and the value of the tax benefit depends upon your own 
personal circumstances. For your security all calls to Virgin Direct are recorded and randomly monitored. 



Your Life Assurance 
can be cheaper 


Policy 

Choice 

Direct 


the financial people who let you choose 

Our Unique Service is FREE 

♦ Our FREE GUIDE gives you the facts 

♦ Our FREE listings let you compare the rates 
of the top companies 

♦ We arrange your policy 

♦ We refund your first two months premium 

0500 813913 

wwwkpoficychoice.co.uk 

Nfl* aQ nmranoe peUda twd mtstneott arc JriMir fr tvtrymte 
tg if faitneaiydrit riant auteiBfysa£aferta6mz 
We do nM gjwe financial adrice. 

Policy Choke Died HC it an apponled nqpicsentaittwe ot Ber HnnncU which 
kitgnharf by IteftawmJInwstiBgrt A u th o ri ty IprfcwnManmf tm fag*. 


Clare Stewart asks the experts if we are facing a cool spring 


Are markets heading 
for April showers? 


T he FTSE 100 has enjoyed a record-breaking 
run m the first three months of this year, 
prompting City analysts to recalculate their 
forecasts for 1998. The index of leading shares dosed 
up 503 points at 6.1053 cm Thursday night the last 
day of trading before the Easter break, just short of 
the ail-time high of 6,134, which was set on Tuesday. 
The rise was fuelled in part by the rush of private 
investors putting money into Peps before the end of 
the tax year, and stock shortages causing institution¬ 
al investors to pay higher prices. 

The length of die market’s bull run has inevitably 
raised the question of bow much longer prices wDl 
continue to rise, and the severity of a correction if 
and when it cornes.“We could see a cooling-off and a 
period of consolidation given that the market has 
travelled so far," says David McBam, UK equity 
strategist at NatWest Markets. Company valuations 
are high and. says Mr McBain, are beginning to 
look “strained* against the expectations of weaker 
earnings growth, arid factors that have yet to have an 
impact fully on company balance sheets such as the 
strength of sterling. 

Telecommunications groups were the best-per¬ 
forming sector in the first quarter and rose by almost 
40 per cent Groups such as BT, Cable & Wireless 
ami Orange have seen their share prices climb 
steadily ahead, indicating investors’ belief in the 
long-term growth prospects offered by the sector. 
Particularly attractive are the prospects offered by 
the ever expanding mobile phone market, both in the 
UK and in Europe. The exposure of groups such as 
BT to another burgeoning area — internet services 
— has also drawn investors, while the cable groups 
now look more interesting as the benefits of their 
investment in networks begin to pay oft 
Bank shares did phenomenally well last year with 


some stocks having doubled over the past year. Since 
the beginning of 1998 there has been some profit- 
taking in the sector. However, bid speculation, the 
prospect of the banks returning on billions of 
pounds of excess capital to shareholders and the 
ex pectati on that the high street banks will continue 
to make considerable cost savings art likely to 
ensure that these stocks remain at a premium. 

Of the more recent entrants. Energis. where 
National Grid has a majority stake, has seen a sharp 
price rise since news of its joint venture with two of 
Europe’s largest telecom groups. Deutsche Telecom 
and France Telecom. 

The wide-ranging group of companies classified 
under support services have also outperformed the 
market since January. The sector spans computer 
■groups to dry cleaners and includes large groups 
such as Rentokil Initial and Hays. It rose in value by 
37.26 per cent in the first quarter. 

General insurers have also enjoyed a good run 
helped by a number of good results from groups 
reporting in early 1998, with valuations moving up to 
the higher levels traditionally enjoyed by life 
assurance groups. There has also been a focus on 
consolidation in the industry, both in Europe and in 
the UK. where the highlight was the merger between 
Commercial Union and General Accident Overall 
the sector valuation rose by 2935 par cent, and 
although analysts gave warning that profits wDl 
start to come under pressure, once again bid 
speculation is likely to propel the sector forward. 

A good results season has also helped the 
construction sector, where valuations rose overall by 
25.6 per cent The falling price of crude oil hit the 
exploration and production companies, making it 
the only sector to drop in value during the first 
quarter. Calling by nearly 9 per cent Meanwhile. 



* 
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Healthcare, a sector dependent on a flow of 
encouraging news about new drugs under develop¬ 
ment to push shares ahead, managed a poor increase 
of236 per cent over the first quarter. j 

The telephone number for the Chase de Vere Pep 
Guide quoted on page 57 of last week’s Weekend 
Money was incorrect The number to ring is 0800 
526092 


Buying or selling endowments? 


There's a better price 
waiting for you at SEC 
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ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 


We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Results, and Quality Service 

^ THE INSURANCE POLICY 

TRADING COMPANY LTD 



22 CHURCH STREET: GODALMING : GU7 1EW 

8 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418866 
_****»■»» 


Reasons to think smaller 


W hile the FTSE 100 
continues to break 
records, investors 
who feel uneasy with the very 
high prices are being urged to 
look at the smaller company 
stocks. 

Great things have been 
predicted for the hitherto ne¬ 
glected smaller companies 
which trade on the UK stock 
market Until the past few 
months they have shown little 
growth. Now those City fore¬ 
casters who peddle the tine 
that the smaller companies 
are due to lake off this year 
point to profits and dividends 
in small companies rising 
more than in larger groups. 

Not everyone is so bullish. 
Frank Manduca. a fund man¬ 
ager for Gartmore’s UK 
Smaller Companies fund, 
said: “Smaller companies had 
an horrendous year in 1997 
relative to larger groups, but 
March and April in 1998 have 
been better so perhaps senti¬ 
ment has improved.’' He says 


that while there is value to be 
found among smaller groups, 
there is “a lot of dross” which 
tends to weigh the index 
down. 

“However, we can provide 
investors with good returns by 
selective investment."* He sug¬ 
gests support services, proper¬ 
ty groups, leisure firms and 
ones involved in construction 
and buOding materials. 

Andrew Brough, a fund 
manager of Schraders UK 
Smaller Companies, is more 
upbeat about small com¬ 
panies. helped by the signs of 
increasing bid interest from 
larger groups, and venture 
capitalists looking for invest¬ 
ment opportunities. “Things 
are on the turn with recent 
corporate activity focusing 
people’s attitudes on the value 
!basis there,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the David Aar¬ 
on Partnership, independent 
financial advisers in MQton 
Keynes, says smaller com¬ 
panies now present a buying 


opportunity. David Aaron, 
the senior partner who has 
produced a report on the 
sector, said: “We fed that most 
investors should have at least 
30 per cent of their equity 
portfolios invested in smaller 
companies at present spread 
internationally” 

G artmore smaller com¬ 
panies unit trust is 
given the highest rat¬ 
ing by the report showing a 
return over five years of 179 
per cenL Other UK unit trusts 
indude Britannia smaller 
companies; H2U Samuel UK 
emerging companies, 
Sduoder UK smaller com¬ 
panies and Smith & William¬ 
son smaller securities. 

In Europe he rates Barings 
Europe select and Invesco 
European smaller companies 
unit trusts. 

Among North American 
unit trusts, the smaller com¬ 
pany ones run by managers 
HID Samuel Foreign & Colo¬ 


nial and Henderson have 
been selected. Over five years 
a £1.000 investment in the Hfll 
Samuel US smaller com¬ 
panies fond would have 
grown to £2.647, against a 
sector average of £1,972. 

As with other sectors, inves¬ 
tors in smaller companies 
should look for the perfor¬ 
mance over the medium to 
longer term. While overall, 
smaller groups will have to 
work hard to catch up with the 
leading shares, selective 
stocks look much more prom¬ 
ising. Fund managers say that 
on a three to five-year basis, 
they offer prospects of good 
returns. 

A Guide to the Top 10 
Smaller Companies Unit 
Trusts is available from 
David Aaron Partnership, 
price £1. Write to Shelton 
House, High Street, Woburn 
Sands, Milton Keynes MK17 
8 SD. 

C.S. 
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Recognise a good investment? 
Thousands of investors have. 


Since we launched the SocGen UK Growth Unit 
Trust and PEP just four weeks ago, thousands of 
investors have already entrusted us with their 
hard-earned savings. 

Why? Because they have recognised the 
quality of SocGen's investment team. 

The team has been hand-picked by the 

% 

country's best known fund manager, Nicola 
Horiick. It includes some of the City's most 
successful investment experts, including Peter 
Sea brook, one of the most experienced UK equity 
managers and Jane Simmons, a leading UK small 
companies specialist. 

Using their vast experience and proven 
ability, the team will pursue an active stockpicking 
approach with the aim of delivering index- 
beating performance, 
whatever the market 
conditions. 

Investors have the 
security of knowing 
that SocGen Asset 
Management is backed 
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Nicola Horiick 



by Societe Generate, a leading international bank 
with worldwide assets exceeding £238bn. 

You can invest in the SocGen UK Growth PEP 
from just £50 per month or with a lump sum of 
£ 1,000 to £6,000. Applications for lump sums on 
PEP investments received by May 15 qualify for a 
2 % discount on the initial charge. 

For more information on the SocGen UK 
Growth Unit Trust and PEP, talk to your financial 
adviser, return the coupon or call us free now on 
the number below quoting reference T11/4. 

0800 88 77 75 
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ASSET MANAGEMENT 

The shape of things to come 
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YOU COULD 

-BE-- 

REAPING 



— FROM THE — 

STOCK MARKET. 


ulmmm You probably know already what a tax efficient 
investment PGPs can be. Tbis is because tbe returns 
on both your capital and income are completely tax-free. 

Bnt did yon realise that by holding Investment 
Trust shares in a PEP, your money could be working 
even harder for you? 

Over the years, Investment Trusts have proved to 
be one of the best ways of talcing advantage of the growth 
opportunities offered by the stock market 

The reason for this is that they spread tbe risk 

across a wide portfolio of pubffciy-quoted companies. 

\ 

In addition, charges are kept to a minimum. 

So, if you have a regular amount of S100 or more 
to invest each month, you should send off for our Fact 
Sheet “Investment Trust PEPS - a plain guide". 

It’s free and produced by the AITC, the body that 
speaks for Investment Trust Companies. Simply fill in 
the coupon or call us on 0171-431 5222. 
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THE ASSOCIATION OP INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


Tk Asncktkn trf lnveslneni Thai Companies. Honxoo W«t Canal 
KtwftMd. ftewb™,. Bert*hire RGH 5XF. h.t^WjiLeo.^Uc 

Please send me a free inromutioo pKt □ lamap™, eimBt()r 
□ lam an independent adviser Picas* m 


(Mr/Mrs/Miss), 

ncaamonoa 

Address _ 


Initials 


Surname 
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Few expec tToky 0 ; s economic news to improve just yet, says Caroline Merrell 


♦ Sickness 

of Japan 
is worry 

for UK 

* investors 


T he growing economic cri¬ 
sis in Japan took a tum 
for the worse this week, 
as the president of Sony Corpo¬ 
ration, one of the country’s 
biggest companies, admitted 
what everyone has known for a 
long time, that Japan is on the 
point of a deep recession, Norio 
Ohga. Sony’s president, said: 
“The Japanese economy is on 
the verge of col lapsing if the 
economic situation continues to 
decline- This will no doubt have 
a damaging effect on die rest of 
the world." 

Any British investors unfort¬ 
unate to hold unit or investment 
trusts that have shares in Jap¬ 
anese companies will have seen 
an almost continuous down¬ 
ward spiral in the value of their 
holdings for nearly a decade. 

Even those that invested 
three years ago in an average 
Japanese unit trust would have 
seen the value of their invest¬ 
ments nearly halve. According 
to Association of Unit Trusts 
and Investment Funds (Audi) 
figures.' £ 1.000 put into an 
average unit trust at the begin¬ 
ning of 1995 would now be 
worth a little over £550. In 
contrast £ 1.000 invested in a 
UK index-tracking fund would 
have doubled in value. 

The past few months have 
been especially painful for those 
with holdings in Japan, as 
share prices have been severely 
affected by die recession beset¬ 
ting the rest of Asia. Some of 
Japan’s biggest export markets 
are in Korea. Malaysia and 
Thailand. All these countries 
have been hit by huge currency 
devaluations that have left do¬ 
mestic consumers unable to 
afford Japanese goods. The 
comparative strength of Che yen 
has made goods even more exp¬ 
ensive for the cash-strapped 
consumers. 

fn the fortnight to April 3, 
Japan’s Nikkei 225 share index 
fell by 8 per cent. Its biggest fall 
came in the six months to 
January this year, when the 
market dropped 27 per cent. 
After a turbulent week, the 
Nikkei 225 closed on Friday at 
16.481. 

Those nursing losses on their 
Japanese investments will find 
it hard to remember that Japan 
was once one of the world fin¬ 
ancial superpowers — second 


only to the US in the size of its 
stock market. Although Japan 
is still the world's second- 
largest economy, the country's 
humiliation was completed this 
week when the International 
Monetary Fund, the world eco¬ 
nomic rescue service, gave 
warning about weakness in the 
country. Those holding on to 
their investments must now be 
wondering whether to cut their 
losses and put their hand- 
earned money somewhere else, 
or to wait for recovery. 

Figures from Autif revealed 
that £157 million was switched 
from Japanese funds in the first 
month of this year. This was 
more than twice the amount of 
money that was switched from 
these funds last year. People 
who do not hold any invest¬ 
ments in the country have been 
looking for the bottom of the 
market, waiting for a signal 
that the worst is now over. 

The opinion of UK fund 
managers can be broadly divid¬ 
ed into two categories — those 
who are bearish over the short 
terra and the long term and 
those who are bearish over die 
short term. 

The Japanese Government 
led by the Ryu taro Hashirnota 
the beleaguered Prime Minis¬ 
ter. has tried in vain to stimu¬ 
late the economy by spending 
billions of yea on public work 
programmes. Other economic 
conditions that prevail in Japan 
would normally be enough to 
spark some sort of recovery — 
interest rales and inflation rates 
are practically zero, and sav¬ 
ings rates are very high. 

T his week the Govern¬ 
ment unveiled yet 
another public spending 
package, which had been heavi¬ 
ly trailed in an effort to boost 
share prices. 

However, confidence re¬ 
mains low and is continuing to 
falL TheTankan business confi¬ 
dence index found that Japa¬ 
nese businesses are now more 
pessimistic than they were three 
months ago. 

Fund managers believe that 
with export markets in chaos, 
the key to economic recovery in 
Japan is domestic demand, and 
that the Government must try 
to persuade the public to part 
with their savings. However. 



Sea of red: share prices in Tokyo have continued to fall despite government measures 


Mark Fawcett of Gartmore 
says: The Japanese do not 
want to spend their money. 
Many would rather put it under 
the mattress." He said that 
Japanese workers had seen the 
value of their pensions fell, and 
were worried about job security 
— not conditions that will send 
them to die shops- Even the £18 
billion of tax cuts announced by 
the Government this week is 
unlikely to be enough to stimu¬ 
late demand. 

Mr Fawcett and others 
believe that there is more pain 
to come in Japan. The economy, 
he believes, has still to go 
through massive restructuring. 
He said: They are not address¬ 
ing the fundamental problems 
on the supply side. They do not 
want to accept the pain of a true 
recession.” 

The Japanese stock market is 
particularly susceptible to fin¬ 
ancial shades because a large 
part of it consists of banks and 
insurance companies. Another 
collapse of a bank or broker will 
have a big impact on the level of 
the market. 

Mr Fhwcett said that he did 
not foresee the economy recov¬ 
ering until next year. Those 
investors with holdings in Ja¬ 
pan may prefer to move their 
money elsewhere until they feel 
that the bottom has been 
reached. 
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Moneywise 

The only personal finance magazine you'll ever need! 


PLUS FREE 
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Now you can enjoy die LHC’s best-selling personal 
magazine FREE for 3 months. Take advantage 
of expert advice on how to spend, save, invest and 
plan for the future. Subscribe today by completing and 
returning the Direct Debit form below. We won't 
charge your account until you've received your 3 free 
issues. By then we believe you’ll find it indispensable. 
Save 25% on oar annual cover price 
What’s more, MONEYWISE will start saving you 
money straight away - nor only are yoor first 3 issues 
absolutely FREE but your subscription wiU be p*ct6 
a quarter, a saving off our foil published price of25%. 
Why hesitate? Subscribe at once for a richer future. 


YOOU BET OBffBBBri MD JMGOR-FttB 
ADVICE EVERT MOTH 

- Expert advice from experts In banking, 
investment and pensions • Best buys - that will 
truly enrich your spendng - Increased earning 
power- reSaWe tips from blue chip companies to 
ataman investments • Bank Wormation on 
your rights as a taxpayer; investor, mortgage and 
consuner • Increased returns on your Bwest- 
ments • Monthly features and In-depth 
inwrilpVDnB • information on share movements 
and house prices 



YES! Please 


send me the next 3 months issues of Moneywise - FREE! 



gross p.a. 

Mwt p.a.) 


60 days’ notice. 

‘Rate* applicable for deposits of £ 10.000 or numr and inclusive 
of 1 % p-a. bonus. 


• Monthly interest option 
available 

- Save any amount between 
£2,500£250.000 

- Minimum withdrawal £500 
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Trust us to deliver 
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+355% 1 +449% 

H +503% 

T/66 1 T/93 

lr /73 


Source: S&P Micropal. Offer to bid. net income 
reinvested. Since launch (3.8.87. 1.4.88 and 
* 3.8.87 respectively) to 1.4.98. 


Keep your sights on our star’PEP 


Find out about a Jupiter PEP for 98/99 today 


A 

/"m s you can see from the figures 
above, the long-term record of Jupiter’s 
three largest fully PEPable unit trusts 
puts the opposition in the shade. 

All three have beaten every other fund 
in their respective sectors since launch 
more than ten years ago. Investors in any 
of them now have an investment of at 


least 4/2 times their original stake. 

For further information call us free, 
complete the coupon or talk to your 
financial adviser. 

Set your sights on a star PEP. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 


Jupiter 

Leaders in long-term performance 

Ffceynr perfarnmebM-SB: Ji 4 itor hconw 1/7B + 107», Juptor LK Growth 3rt29 + 183*. Jupiter Euofwan VI12+233%. Source: S»P Mtoopai. Ottw 10 btt. wi Income rekwuttdL 


To: Investor Support, Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd.. Krtightsbridge House, 197 Knightsbridge, London SW71RB 
Please send me ftrtfw information on: Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unif Trusts Q PEP Transfer O 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms).. 


__Address — 


...-. Postcode 


-Till.w 


JuA»lWTh*ll8roQaretidfeieQui8iedby BiBO and #«& FBHonalfr*«Mert Authority MmOer o( AUTIF. A sdsidsy of Commazbeik AG. one ot Qsrmary^ Iffidng berte. Tba teiue o( ar im^s&nsni ri a urii ttust and tie 

Jr»^hinieai«*iw«^«c*J,firrayt»HifeaEdtyfij!*Mn^rs!ffWriafcw,SfXl}wnByfWflai^lte3Tx^ 

htalitediie&BudgatM&KCreefe^axtfnu; to be rulaiinabto in BP&afehouch no subscriptions an be rafe after 5 Apriisaa FmmBApfa 1998 rep8»aihai« the same taadvartages as ihe new Savings 

e^^ P^pndnnnflnr.iii/Wi y if ^iii i iiii i yani^tahiieapalatnanoB.UpBIIXWtfitwantaalmanaaeniertlBBBttbeiatenftOTacteiotenwai&hcomBFi^ 

M*Uet cseBal aowft. Fa ytw securty we may reconJ or randonfr moretor al Otophone calls. 8 you are unan ol the auiabSy of efe bwestmert ptoese conw y»x Snandal artier. capieBoitfwha^yBarty and annual rapon 
may be obl*«d fcwn JupterlM Trua Uaragas Ud. KntfnsbMge Horn 1B7 KngNabridga. Lxndon SW71RB. Scheme paflc^andheyleaixBdoainQnbiii^rabeteob^ 
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SAVE & PROSPER GROWTH FUND 

Initial PEP charge 

Average annual growth 

o%* 

25.6%' 


Your last chance to make the most of PEPs began on April 6th. So, if you want to take 
maximum advantage over the next twelve months, the time to start is now. Our Growth 
Fund PEP has delivered a massive average annual growth of 25.6%. ft carries an initial 
charge of precisely nothing (except 05% to the Government In Stamp Duty). You can invest - 
a lump sum at the outset, or save monthly (any amount between £50 and £500) through 
our regular savings plan at no extra charge. Give your ISA a head start: give us a call. 

LINES OPEN 8 am TO 9pm, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

0800829 400 

©S^E&PROSPER 

www.prosper.co.uk 

tBased on buyng to seany price wtti gross hcoma reinvested sinca ralamch cn 24.05-96 to Q2IXL96. Rve yeas; 20-2% p-a. Sounxc Mcropat Growth Fund (kxmarty Scotbte) 
dranged hvestment obiecfoe on 24556. Tha value ol iroeSments, and any Income from them, can U as wd as rise and you may not gat back the amort invested. Tax 
conoflssfans are not g u aran te ed; therwUe\Wd3peridmircMiudctaffBtericias.Borfigi ^ 

II has been announced that from 6th Apr! 1999 fr wfl not be possUe to innst in a PEP. In the n ea fl ic you wi not be Jeadwataged by inweetfrc in a PS 3 . Saw & Prosper is 
regdated by the Personal frivestment Auteority and M90. We only advise cn products and sereioes otteed by ihe Flemings end Saw & Reaper Marketing Soup. 1978AKJ9 


Barclays Stockbrokers 


Start the 1998/99 tax 
year with a PEP. 

• PEP now for the full year's tax-free benefit 

• Invest £9,000. not just £6,000. in our Select 
AND Single Company PEP 

• The Bed & Breakfast concept still works with 
a Bed & PEP! 


Call 03AS 776 776 

Our lines are open Monday to Friday 8.30am - 6.00pm. 
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm. 





With the Beatles the value of memorabilia is likely to hold up better than it is for items relating to one-hit wonders 

Will it be fab for you? 


F ortunes are made and 
lost in the world of pop 
and rock music and wily 
a handful of artists ever make 
it on an international scale. 

Forecasting who will be big 
is always risky, but spotting 
the new Jimi Hendrix can pay 
off for the private collector of 
pop and rock memorabilia. 

It is a growing market, and 
demand from private buyers, 
dealers and themed restau¬ 
rants are sending prices rock¬ 
eting. But it is also an 
unpredictable market. A T- 
shirt signed by Noel Gallag¬ 
her may be desirable today, 
but it is not necessarily a 
bankable asset to see you 
comfortably through retire¬ 
ment in 20 years' time. 

Experts constantly say buy 
what you like and interests 
you. not what you think will be 
a good investment 
Recent examples of top¬ 
selling items from auction 
bouses give an indication 
which names are good sellers. 
In February at Bonhams. 
Beatles-related pieces fetched 
some of the highest prices. A 
set of 59 black and white 
negatives of John Lennon and 
Yoke Ono taken during the 
1969 Bed-In for Peace in 
Montreal sold for £28,000. An 
unpublished lyric by Jimi 
Hendrix, scribbled on a few 
pieces of United Airlines note- 
paper, fetched £15,000. 

Ted Owen, the entertain¬ 
ment specialist at Bonhams, 
says: "If the item belonged to 
one of tiie legends such as the 
Beatles, Rolling Stones. Pink 
Floyd or Marc Bolan, it is 
going to see a good price." 

He says the Beatles still lead 
the Geld and prices arc rising. 
“Prices for Elvis items may 
have levelled, as there have 
been a lot of sales and we have 
seen some amazing prices, but 
the Beatles will go on — they 
have always been popular. 
The Japanese are particularly 
enthusiastic, and at a Beaties- 
only sale by Bonhams in 


Clare Stewart looks at how to start 
a collection of pop memorabilia 


Tokyo last year, a collector 
paid £48,000 for Sir Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney’s birth certificate. 

Carey Wallace, the pop spe¬ 
cialist at Christie'S, says that 
items that wUI have a lasting 
value will have belonged to 
artists who have influenced 
the music world. Thus tartan 
scarves from the Bay City 
Rollers are unlikely to gener¬ 
ate much interest while items 
from the Sex Pistols are more 
likely to sell well. 

At Christie’s on April 20. 
there will be more than 300 
lots, with estimated prices 
from £100 to £20,000. Elvis 
treasures likely to attract at¬ 
tention include a page of hand¬ 
written lyrics from 1959, 
estimated to go for between 
£4500 and £5.000, and a 
cream suit made for Elvis in 
the 1970s wifi probably fetch 
between £8.000 and E12.000. 


A mong the 100 lots of 
Beaties items will be 
the only known exam¬ 
ple of the signatures of the five 
original band members, in¬ 
cluding Stuart Sutcliffe and 
Pete Best 

For Oasis fans, there is a 
rare cassette recording of 
songs written and performed 
by Noel Gallagher before the 
formation of Oasis, which is 
expected to make between 
E4.000 and £6.000. 

Amazingly, a life-size card¬ 
board cut-out of the Spice 
Girls made for a Pepsi promo¬ 
tion is estimated to fetch 
between £500 and £1,100. 

Putting a value on con tern- j 
porary items is hard, says 
Miss Wallace. “You have to 
speculate on what interest I 
there may be, when there is no | 
precedent." 

Collectors have to be pre¬ 
pared to see prices relating to a 


Turn your 
pension fund 
into a very 
equitable income. 


In order to relax and enjoy a comfortable standard of 
living in retirement you need to find a way of making your 
pension fund weak as hard as possible. 

traditionally, the usual choice of pension has been one 
providing fixed payments. Now, at The Equitable Life, you 
can choose from a wide range of annuity options. 

Vfe offer with-profits and unit-linked annuities, as well 
as index-linked and guaranteed annuities. For those who 
want greater flexibility, managed pensions and staggered 
vesting facilities are also available. 

No one else offers a choice this wide. 

If you would like to find out more about how to 
enjoy an Equitable income in retirement then call us on 
(0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon below for more 
information by post and by telephone. 

www.equfeable.c 0 . uk 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


favourite artist or band fluctu¬ 
ate. Ted Owen. from 
Bonhams, says: “A few years 
ago items connected to Bros 
were fanatically collectible. 
Then, they were fanatically 
forgotten." 

Other stars who have seen 
their sale room popularity 
wane are Madonna and Mich¬ 
ael Jackson. One reason for 
this is the sheer amount of 
signed material that has come 
onto the market. Christie's 
sold one of Jackson's trade¬ 
mark jewelled gloves in 1990 
for £15.000 but says Carey 
Wallace, it would not reach 
that figure today. 

Bonhams has a sale of rock 
posters on May 5 at which 
prices are expected to start at 
£100. There are also numerous 
specialist fairs and events 
around the country. Made in 
Heaven is one organiser that 
runs memorabilia events, 
which include stands for 
people who have just cleared 
their attics. 

The next memorabilia show 
is at the Scottish Exhibition 
Centre in Glasgow on August 
29 and 30. Another will be at 
the NEC in Birmingham on 
November 7 and 8 l 

Henry Cook, the organiser, 
says contemporary items are 


selling well. Recent copies of 
magazines with a particular 
star on the cover, which may 
have been £2-50 in the shops a 
few months ago. can now fetch 
£40 to £50. 

Magazines such as Record 
Collector are useful for con¬ 
tacts with other enthusiasts, 
and notices of forthcoming 
events. Specialist fan club 
magazines are also a good 
source of information. 

Experts advise serious col¬ 
lectors to look for material that 
is handwritten, or has some 
personal element such as 
contracts, cheques or clothing. 
They will be much rarer than 
signed photographs for exam¬ 
ple. which are often produced 
in huge quantities. 

B ut always check authen¬ 
ticity, as there are a lot 
of forgeries around, 
says Mr Owen, of Bonhams. It 
is usually difficult to get your 
money back if you buy from a 
small dealer or private collec¬ 
tor. Ask for a description of the 
item from the dealer. 

This is important if you 
subsequently find it to be other 
than what was sold to you. 
Purchases from auction 
houses are checked for authen¬ 
ticity and a buyer can seek a 
refund if the purchase is found 
to be a fake. 

Made in Heaven: 01899-221 
622; Bonhams: 0171-393 3900; 
Christie’s: 0171-5817611 


TO SAVE YOUR 
HARD EARNED CASH 
TRY THIS SOFT OPTION 

Thanks to TaxCalc, the UK’s best seSng personal taxation software. It's 
never been easier to comply with Self Assessment Simply key in your 
Income details and TaxCalc wfll automatically compute your tax SabOty. 

TaxCaJc provides a wealth of money saving tax advice, inducing over 

40 tax saving tips, supported by extensive _ 

Hdp Fies spedsSy written by the jjgfT ; 
experts at Which?. WhenyouVe jm&m -" ..I'j-vjV 
satisfied that you have minimised 
yotr tax Qabity and darned any 

tax refund owing, simply print A 

o ut^your ^npisted. Revenue ^ 

Just £2939. inc. FREE P&P. JSmL 

phone now quoting ref. TT/11 and 

your credt card delate. >1 

WHICHQ software 

BORDER LM 0990 084 201 JEH&j ^ 

Mon-Frl 0900-2200 hr* 
and Sal-Sun 1000-1300 hr*. 


Direct Line Ratf.s 


P™ * tine Instant Access Account 

PP TO- 7.25% GROSS* ~ ; 


Dire ct Line Standard Variable M ortgage Rate 
JVARJ ABLE RATE p I ' . APR: ~ 

- 7 -»* l ~ 


k* 11 * Personal Lo am 

AMOUNT OF LO AN “| - .-~ APR 

- £3.ooo “ ,3.9* 

AD rates correct at 30th March 1998. 

0181 667 1121 I 


fVJf 

Mi* - 

F - 


'P l 


* \ 



ww ^tfixttcdjntca I nk 
Source: Direct Line Financial Senrim c„ /■ _, . , 

HHmba- quoting ref. TTBB50 ^ 
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VOOU HOME is AT RLSK IF YOU do NpT KEEPLipBeo. 

ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER WERAVMENTS 
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THE^ 
Free guide to help 

* win the tax battle 



TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 


r!, --nn w., n ,j 


ri\ 
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•• IV: 


CASH 

DPTlOf 



RATES 



iPfl 



P rice Waierhouse marks 
!he starr of the new tax 
year with Tax Planning 
Focus, a guide to efficient tax 
and financial planning. The 
guide examines a range of 
issues raised by the Chancel¬ 
lor's Budget last month and 
looks forward to possible 
future changes. 

Questions considered in¬ 
clude who are the winners 
and losers in capital gains tax 
changes?; how wilt profh- 
related pay be replaced?: is the 
company car sdJI an attractive 
benefit?; and how much 
should a self-assessment pen¬ 
alty notice worry you? Tree 
i from Price Waterhouse publi¬ 
cations department (0171439 
3000). 


mems. J-or a copy, telephone 
(1.45-SbS 2+1. 


^ A rapid response pledge. 
Plus a discount for a callout- 
free year, has been announced 
by the Environmental Trans¬ 
port Association (ETA). The 
ETA has an average response 
time of 35 minutes, and the 
motoring organisation is con¬ 
fident that it will be able to 
offer breakdown assistance in 
less than an hour. If not. ETA 
promises to pay £10 to a 
member left muting. Dis¬ 
counts of up to 20 per cent 
may be reclaimed if a member 
does not make any callouts 
during the year. To join ETA 
or for further details, tele¬ 
phone 0I932-82S S82L 


□ A plan-of-action guide for 
those who have been made 
redundant or asked to take 
early retirement has been 
produced by Towry Law. the 
independent financial advis¬ 
er. Changing Employment 
and Personal Finance has 
been designed to deal with all 
financial aspects of redundan¬ 
cy and begins with an action 
plan including whom to tell 
and how to handle the loss of 
earnings. It explains the state 
benefits available and how to 
deal with the longer-term 
problem of mortgage repay- 


□ A free guide to investing in 
traded endowment plans 
Hyps) has been issued by 
Rickman Tooze. the indepen¬ 
dent financial adviser. A Tep 
is a with-profits endowment 
policy which the original 
policyholder sells in mid¬ 
term. The guide says Teps are 
a relatively low-risk invest¬ 
ment and can. if required, be 
viewed as fairly short-term. 
They may also be bought 
quile cheaply. For a copy, 
telephone 0S00-783 9568. 


INSTANT access accounts 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

interest 

paid 

Standard Ufa Bank 0345 555657 
Scottish Widows Bank 0845 8450829 
Safeway 0800 995995 

Northern Rock 0845 600 6767 

Direct Access 
Instant Access 
Direct Savings 
Save Direct Inst 

InstantT 

Instanffl 

Instants 

instantB 

£1 

£100 

£1,000 

£5,000 

6.96 

7.00 

7.30 

7.80 

viy 

viy 

Yiy 

Yfy 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interns! 

paid 

Scarborough BS 01723 500616 

Stroud & Swindon BS 0345 252423 
Legal & General Bank 0500111200 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 2031650 

Scarborough 30 
Direct 30 

60 Direct 4 

Base Plus 

30 day 

30 day B 

60 day B 

1 year 

£1,000 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£2,001 

7.60 

8.00 

8.00 

8,00 

Yly 

Yly 

Yly 

Yiy 

FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 

Account 

Notice 
of term 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

paid 

Norwich & Peterborough 01733 372222 
Bradford & Bingley BS 0800 592588 
Darlington BS 01325 368386 

Britannia BS 0800132304 


5 year 

5 year 

5 year 

5 year 

£100 

£500 

£1,000 

£3,000 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

8.00 

Yfy 

Yfy 

Yly 

Yly 

f ■ ■ . • . ! . • : •. , J _. 

■ . - *' : V ■ . 
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-• UHEDCT CARDS BEST BUYS ~ 

: r 


CREDIT cards 

Card type 

Interest 

per month APR% 

Fee per 
annum 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 

BBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Co-operative Bank 0800109000 

Visa 0-57%N 6.90%N 

Visa 0.64%N 7J90%N 

Advantage Visa 0.69%NC 8.60%N 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

mM ; ; PERSONAL LOANS BEST BUYS 

PERSONAL LOANS 

APR 

Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 

Northern Rock 0345 421421 

Yorkshire Bank 0800 202122 

Direct Line 0181 680 9966 

9.90%H 

72-50% 

12.80%A 


£183.13 

£19033 

£183.75 

£166.11 

£165.77 

£166.38 


BASE JUTES ¥>■- 

MOfTTCAGES I ■' % 




NATIONAL SAVINGS 


Ordinary */ c < 2.00 

Investment A/c*o 4.75 
income Bond" t 7.00 
First Opt Bondi 6.50 
46BvtesuaCertt=a4^0 
Chicken's Bonett 6.00 

Gen Ext Rate 3.51 

Capita* Bonds, 6.00 
13th frtd Linkedfa 2J25 
Pensnrs Bond S5 D &i o 


At tax rates 
20% 40% 

Mm/nunmum 

ImestmitC 

Nodes 

Contact 

1.60 

1.20 

10-10,000— 


0645 645000 

3. BO 

2£5 

1-489**' 

Imyi 

0645 645000 

5.60 

4202,000-S.OOO** 

3mth 

0645 645000 

520 

350 

1.000-250K** 


0645645000 



100-10,000 

Sday 

0645 645000 



25-1.000 

8day 

0645 645000 





0645 64500Q 

4ao 

3.60 

100*250^00 

Bday 

0645 645000 



100-10.000 

Way 

0645 645000 

4.88 

3.66 

500-50.000) BOday 

0645645000 


' vsi £rp tC>4p |,7 jh t/ee:, *7Sf jcsf K»vp& £IOO ■ LMVraxu neUtera/ nuas >c* 
ffar«w ‘Rjrn: cross Md vote tGturarttevantvntieijLv S vcjrs 
v-?$ naoorus tir£3peo?r • 700.000i r, jolron aS>, S3. S3 andS4 Mings* Jxmbe 
turoeambt '£500- icvoxh&m rvgrtev rjtes. "T/enx! oa*s ap&y 


PENSION ANNUITIES 


91 92 93 94 95 9697 


All figures are the gross annual annuity (£100,000 

purchase), guaranteed 5 years, paid monthly in advance 


Mmhnum age jH^^aara 8 a Opiated ** post or telephone. C - no Interest free period. F_= Fixed Rate. H = If 


112.7 per cent, N « Itwoducaocy rate tar a Sorted period, P = Operated by Post, T = Operated by 


Lizanne Rose 


MB. A _ 

insurance not ananged 
Telephone. 

' RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 
Same: Mone^Fads. the Monthly fit**? to Investment <S /UtwgugeAjtes (01692 500 677) 



SINGLE UFE (level enn) 

Male: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Sun Life. 

..Level 


£8,640 

£9.772 

£11.298 

Canada Life. 

..Level 


£8515 

£9.692 

£11,388 

Commercial Un. 

..Level 


£ 8,322 

£9,632 

£11,362 

Standard Life.... 

..Level 


£8.516 

£9.620 

£11,046 

Legal & General 

..Level 


£8.520 

£ 9,563 

£10.879 

SINGLE UFE 


Female: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

Norwich Union... 

..Level 


£7.791 

£8,649 

£9,883 

Sun Life.. 

..Level 


£7.810 

£8:631 

£9.812 

Canada Life. 

..Level 


£7,790 

£6,630 

£9,843 

Equitable Life. 

..Level 


£7,810 

£ 8.552 

£9,622 

Generali . 

..Level 


£7,553 

£ 8,497 

£9.790 

JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS 

Male: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

(level annuity) 


Female: 

Age 55 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Sun Life. 

..Level 


£7.405 

£8.056 

£ 8,962 

Equitable Life._ 

-Level 


£7,435 

£8.021 

£8.842 

Norwich Union... 

..Level 


£7,360 

£7,923 

£8.663 

Prudential -. 

..Level 


£7,382 

£7.905 

£8,674 

Generali . 

..Level 


£7,163 

£7,837 

£8.753 


SouroK ArnXf Oroc? ,01 r 1 SM SCOP I 


Statistics compiled by Lizanne Rose 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS 


ANNUAL INCOME 
Rates as at April 9,1998 



Investment (£) 

Company 

Rate(%) 

1 Year 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

4.70 


5.000 

AIG Life 

6.22 


10,000 

GE Fin Assur 

6.50 

2 Years 


1.000 

Hambro Assured 

5.35 


3.000 

ITT Lon & Edin 

5.95 


5,000 

AIG Life 

6.00 


10,000 

GE Fin Assur 

632 

3 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.45 


3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.05 


20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.10 


50.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.15 

4 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.30 

5 Years 

3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

5.90 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.15 


3.000 

ITT London & Ed 

5.80 


; . 

x. P1BS 




FIXED RATE 

Gross 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
Issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmingham Midshiros 9.375% 

139 PR 

7.09 

100.17 

1.000 

Bradford & Bingley 

11.625% 

16050 

7.24 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

13.000% 

176.75 

736 

100.20 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

182.75 

7.11 

100.42 

1.000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

172.00 

7.05 

100.75 

1.000 

First National 

11.750% 

163.00 

7.21 

100.25 

10.000 

Leeds S Hofbeck 

13.375% 

192.00 

6.97 

10023 

1.000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

157.00 

6.85 

100.32 

1.000 

Newcastle 

12.625% 

183.00 

630 

100.45 

1.000 

Skipfon 

12*75% 

19025 

6.77 

100.48 

1,000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 

Cheft & Gloucester 11.750% 166£5 7.07 

100.98 

50,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

119.75 

7.31 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

156.50 

7,67 

100.28 

50.000 

Halifax 

13.630% 

192.75 

7.07 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol & West 

13.380% 

184.00 

727 

100.34 

1.000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

174.75 

722 

100.14 

1,000 



Lender 

Interest 
rate % 

Loan 

size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Bank of Ireland 

0.99 

£20-145* 

95 

Rxed 6 mths 

01189 684300 




Discte. £280 fee 

Northern Rock’ 

3.89 

to £250k 

95 

Fixed to 1.9.00 

0845 6050500 




£395 fee 

ABlance & Lelc 

4.90 

£20-300k 

75 

Faced to 1.5.00 

0345 108108 




0.5% fee, £300 mx 

Halifax 

4.95 

no max 

90 

Fixed to 31.8.00 

01422333333 




£295 fee 

Chelsea 

5.19 

£20-150k 

80 

Fixed to 1.5.00 

0800 291291 




£295 fee - 


Lender 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan 

size 


Max 

% 


Notes 


FB. 1 compulsory products, biddings and contents Insurance. 


Bank of Ireland 
01189684300 
Bristol & West 
0800 119955 
Newbury 
0163543676 
Wesleyan Hometoans5.35 
0121 2003003 
Alliance & Letc' 5.85 
0345108108 


0.99 

3.49 

5.10 


£20-145k 


no max 


95 

95 


£30-100k 
to £100k 
£20-300k 


95 


Fix 6 mths, more 
dscs, £280 fee 
Fix to 1.4.99 
£295 fee 

3% disc-12 ninths 


95 3.25% dts-12 mths 


95 


Fixed to 1.5.00 
£150 fee 



LARGER LOANS 


JTs ;-7- : 


MB.' Compcisory products, tuMngs end co nt en ta Insurance 

Larger lenders, bans arts Urst-tom buyers tablets tv Boy s Guides Lid (01753300432) 


RBS“ Permanent interest-bearing shores. Some Greenwich N atWesl 


Souce: Chombortein de BraA 0171-493 7900. Net rates, tncome and capital gueranleed. 
Early surrender. Terns va^. Mommy income may be avalabte. 


' SHARE M FOCUS; RISE 

! AFTER TAKEOVER TALKS REVEALED 

HHS3EE5SS8BSSBM; 


Lender 

Interest Loan 

rate % size 

Max 

% 

Notes 

Scarborough 

0990 133149 

0.10 to£150k 

95 

Fixed-1 yr, 

0.75% fee 

Hinckley & Rugby 
0800 774499 

0.10 £1-150k 

60 

8.54% dsc-1 yr 
£250 fee 

Mansfield 

01246 202055 

0.50 £25-175k 

95 

8% disc-6 mths. 
more dscs apply 

Bank of Ireland 
01189684300 

0.99 £20-145k 

95 

Fixed 6 mths. 
more dscs, £280 fee 

Leeds & Hofbeck’ 
0113 225 7777 

1.45 to £180k 

95 

7% dsc-6 mths, 
more discs apply 


Apr''May 1 Jun 1 Jul 1 Aug' Sep' Oct 1 Nw' Dec' Jan 1 Reb ‘ Mar‘Apr 


NB.' Compulsory products, buildings and contents fnewance. 


Up to 7.80% gross p.a. variable. 

First class postal account with 30 days notice. 

Call Free 2k Hrs 

0800 20 21 21 


We specialise ta mortgages, savings, investments and mrthing else. 


Post*! 30 Account nMmam Investment Es^oo. 730 % gross |l«. paid on Imestmemsol £ 10 . 0004 . 
Merest paid aoonaQy on ist May. fens ft GoadWaas avalafafe on rcqaesL Bristol ft West pk- 
Begtoerad to England MO. 11 x 4201 - Re g is tered Office: PO Boa 27 . Broad Quay; BristoL BS 99 7 AX. 




Bid Oiler 


WUV TIC 
«r- % 


AEGON LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edinbwjdi ParL Ldiatergh. EHUfSE 
I3J99I9I 

6» 10 IMN * I JO 

«MTO v57.» - 120 .. 

4S3I0 511 JO *030 

373W J97TO « (UO . 

JttalO 30290 • IIJ0 .. 

5II«0 541. 10 - li« ... 


013115*9141 
Balanced 
UK Equity 
Property 
FUcd inieresi 

Money 

iniemailoiul 


ABBEY UFE 

HnMmtmnl Road. Banmod 

BH88AL 

01202 292373 

awodun 53 au» 2+too 

FJhlail $4 J3JTO ar-tJ*' 

Ink'imiUansJ St 2*2® 2S5 TO 
rroiocicu Cih St 135 10 M2® 
Wl» |r.T 41 


1110 

I IV 


ftslan PaelHc 
tun’pexnSt 
rrop W Sit J 
f gulf? Ser ^ 
vun S tr-t 
Com Si 1 4 
Mono Ser t 
FLu-o ini Seft 
American ser 1 

Hiun Inc ser t 


_ ... 340 

314 no Cl JO - 3>>'| 

4l O V i 186.00 . .ito 

351. fei 375.10 - 21U 
<M* 10 i«3iW 
375 Ui ru*-m 
.375 JO 

teS-Vi W(0 
■CtJ» 9721) -In 71 
10 IlieeO - isn 


iiiM 

000 


ojri 

040 

1.50 


indeicd IneScrt asno Zf&M 
japan Sen mM mhoo 


I lX> 
u.S> 


Formerly HHI Somuel Ule Astunnn- He 


Se-curiiy Fund 
jtririFh Fund 

iniemalh'nil 

UoliarFund 
Capital Fund 
Income Fund 


■XJJAO **3170 - !<■£» 

«*.« i046i» - oa> 

aoiln MS**J • Oat 
754J.) MSI 
Trri.W *>*40 
I2ZI Hi IMiiO 


i »■ 
I il> 


propeny Sertes A S»J0 42* 
pnipenv linns 983*0 1033-10 
FinarH'UU Fund 1231.90 I3CCUU 
M3imp«ScrA (Gi-lti *&>90 
uarueni cmiu i50s*i> 15 * 7.411 


• 120 

isn 


Htph tlew Fund 1094 W lisftau - 0.w 


Money Seller A 
Miinm Unlls 
Fqult) Fund 
Filed liuerra 

indited Sea 

hJnopean Fund 
Namral acs 
Fir £isi Fund 
smaller CDS 
Special $)(• 
ManCurrcnci 
japans TrtJi 
US smaller Cos 


3324C 151 40 

445.70 stOJ.’ 

074 W 1031 JO 


OJO 

HA) 

4ri 


49tjj0 535.cn - IJU 


oin 

10 

n'M 
7 W 


2?l.*l 2454i!r 

1300'«> 1370.70 
364-SC ZTolu 
467JXl FMJO 
774* 419.'* - l-V 

Bb&OO Vl a JM - I 40 
206 70 314 00 - 0JO 
227 70 241OO -370 
561.90 594 TO -17 70 


nmry rannrr cue uwranceCa. ud 


tvroai 

Financial mt 
F lirt Iniensl 
13a HI 
Manacrt 
Mnpd Crvwih 

ITOJVTT7 


»» 297 70 
101 40 I06JU 
4I9J0 44IJ0 
69.10 72J»> 

dllUi nfftW 
Si'll 300-W 
.WUO 42UO 


. 2’m 

■ I 30 

, n«> 


uesidmilal Prop ’^r 71 ’ 

tsb American 
TSB Bril Celt 
ISBfcunjpcsn 

rsa I no 1 me 
i\Bimi 
TsB PaelHc 


42»90 JSii-l - Aid 
ISIBJi> I59H.50 • 3JO 
477 SI SUi'f * J 1 * 
705 id 742-93 - n_*j 
60690 63893 * I "3 

.33600 *4'JH - 530 


ALLIED DUNBAR .ASSURANCE 
Swindon 5NI IEL 


am.; susii 

Ful liUPcD-vx 


*51 *r. 

- 0.40 

Eauity acc 

JXHW 

luju*.' 

• ri.w 

Ffutwity Art 

7tC.HI 

423Jr’ 

• 2 u.j 

Kir U.« Art 

2AI M) 

265 10 

9 « 4f> 

MAJMfMd Cjplul 

747 JD 

7fti.® 

• ;o? 

-Av Art 

IM.13D 

it?ito 

» RM3 

iurftoe act 

lft*lJ<* 

171*90 

' S"' 

GIU Wised Art 

—X 4* 

ron/n 

♦ Ui 

Amfr Equity ACC 

ISM.1(7 

\9r0.;n 

-JfLrO 

AnwrMan Air 

62* ■*! 

6S7 W 

- 

AB1CT FWO .v* 

IJI® 

I.w® 

. (»JV» 

DIsribuuiHI Bonds 29rt< 

31® 

- HJ 1 


AXA FOUlTY A LAW 


ASSURANCE 
inenhu RaarL llrefc 
04494463461 

, KORVdSCTQ 19400 

e toltflJSrro IOWju 
O pf^iiunnySerb 258.10 
lifeiruwuon Sero liojo 
UK EnullliaScro 1723.56 
FUdhcr InrSerO IB47« 
NnnhAMerSero 763 €1 
Fir raq fern 15040 
turatv-'Srro 
mini fin fi 
rmperty Serb 
Fi«ed ItuSCTP 
Ind-Lnld secin 230JO 
r .icctl Dep Ser 6 341 “0 


ura 

Wyromfac. Bariv- 


701.50 
790.TO 
MIJSl 
F55 40 


2042*1 * 

1147JO - L3.' •• 
77170 

126JO • 0-5» 8*4 

ISI4JW ■ 

1044 TO -JJO ... 
793.10 -Hi 10 
4742P -I4J0 . 

741 60 - 0 Mr • 
080 .. 
r.tf . 
200 . 

0 lu 

OV 


B32.-UJ 
675.40 
SW7I.I 
21250 
359 90 


BARCLAYS UFE 

£2 Ruoford Redd. LMdoa ETUB 

OJBIS34B44 _ 

EqulP. ACC 1489 10 1567JO - 32W 

-do-lnlUaJ BIS 10 sit JO - I. 1 © 

clh Edrtd fttt .521.90 W9.40 - L40 . 

-do- Initial 309 0 325.70 • 

lnipn raiuuul act 5ZL4 551® 

-do- initial rajo 04*0 

794*0 wire 

172.10 1 WM 

333 JO KOBO 

357.10 37660 

21200 22320 
*41.00 »OJO - “-TO 
IWJiTD (78.TO * 3« ■ 
63670 722.90 - 2.00 
aSySQ o»40 - 2*0 . 

179.70 IWJO *11 * ■ 

1*390 WJ* ' 210 

461-50 48580 - I * 

22120 236 06 * 016 


MartofiedMC 
-do- Inina] 
Mnncy acc 
P topcRr Act 
d»- inbiei 
America vc 
ear Last c«m 

31 nuncio] ACC 
•DOACCum 
ler-an Arc 
inoirarw 
Sfieml Sill Art 

univ lerti ace 


1.40 . 
cun .. 
1120 .. 
ft 10 

tl_B . 
020 . 


MJy Kill 

♦F- % 


BLACK HORSE UFE 


Otou snore 
me Maneced Fd 
Income FBiid 
ton iDomnc 
»r Oil deride 131H 
Balanced Fond 
SmllrCmRecoA 
N AmerfiCenn 
rtdile Mn 
German GiQUTh 
Japan Growlh 
TBe l'K (31h Fd 
Cnnil EuroClh 
Propcny Fluid 
Fixed lilleix-d 
Caih I imd 
Maruped inv 
Nih Amer Bern 


IME4 4JF 


13*44 

I25Ja>« 

iinm 

W22I 
110278 
1212.99 
641*4 
MHOZ 
W264 
12433 
J«6» 
229 |4 
4*0 Th 
■11664 
323.49 
713 6* 
39568 


120*44 
IJI968 
IIN4 48 
7*65 
1 16083 
1276.42 
67542 
.VO It 
402.7B 
13109 
37b 46 
2412b 
4B5B2 
4.9963 
3*152 
151.14 
41681 


• Z14 

- 205 

- 4 42 
. BID 

- 225 

- 0*2 

• 263 

• ft7l- 

• I7J0 

• 0*5 
- 045 
. 422 


2*0 
1 nai 
IJJ 
n.00 


BRITANNIA 

50 Bntbmfl Si. Glasgow G2 6HR 
(Ml 2ft 3100 

Mcuui-J Pell 25210 20,60 - 

lArrmnnaJice rtus 293 30 3irL3T> • 
vvnn Plum Peri 20TvBi 215 V • 
1.5 Cipputiunliv 3 SOIO m-u 

tum irpiurrunity wi XI 403 40 
Nielh infer upp 323 03 3C.« 

For East upp 175JO 185 40 


uinh prop Ser i 
Clib Plop Set 2 
Find ini 
*6* 

Oienni 
Furrvrfr LAS 
NLinuped Fund 
1 (A Fjjo/rx 
F-rupcnx 
Mono' Martel 
Fixed inrenM 
Japan 

Nnrin Aincrtai 

Inicmaiiunal 

European 

far Fan. 


10.60 l%JO 
247 “I 26246 
2 r*CO a*n 
IW IP I4J *0 
iWOO VTr* 


0*0 ... 
050 ... 
020 ... 
I JO .. 

.'JO ... 
690 ... 
590 . 


aio ... 
1.10 . . 
OJO 649 
0.40 .. 


528.10 S?5>M 
inpi 10 J114 np 
34220 36033 
2H7 00 36120 
390 TO 411 JO 
253 ID *650 
2W160 3O3J0 
«C23D 549*1 
je7«i .41.7-30 
129 70 ISpaTO 


IJW3 

9,90 . . 
O It* . 
040 ... 


I TO 


830 .. 
610 .. 
0.9H ... 
7*0 
4J0 .. 


24 Peonre Bar. Herb. EN6 5BA 


4»>*i 

3«<T, 

3101© 
676*1 
244 TO 
riSJU 
409on 


0170751122 
xnrueed 
flnpd? 

Gill k Fxd Ini 

EATUIri 

ca>h 

illlr Euro Mrt 

CUhr Inll Fd - 

Manaprd Funn I054J0 
piopefri Fund 67TJW 
Equip Fund 
Gill IMceo Fd 
fX-c-wll Fund 
nnvanrM id 

iiiiciiuiiorul 
Furmirie Allan} IJI 

HI. Xqullv 2:5nV» 

Mere tuMRran 

Merc E <d Ini 

Gid XIOITcK 
Mercury Inll Mud 91626 
Me* IM F«d ini 38X1© 
Meioir, lapan 
Merc “116 Amer 
uk rropi-ni 


|57l*) 

7*.9n 

377.70 

TO?.*** 

651*0 


M"*i 
MM 
.726.40 
67040 
2S7aiO 
652><i 
4.7010 
1109 70 
6 ~iai 
165430 
842CO 

347 JO 

747.70 

66SJ7 


220 


> 210 

• 290 

. OJD 

• lOJir 

■ 130 

. 4 ou 

- a jo 

. ini 

• 720 

> 1140 

> 220 
> 240 


,.*240 
as: 50 
Thl.TO 


196.: 
<65 "0 
377.70 
xlei; MUlltp lln l*!" 1 


2S88.9U 
7 IK-30 
69210 
«1*> 
«saiu 

4<k>40 

209 10 
545 tO 
55540 
I VO IP 


SOI 
• 4.» 
2t» 

040 


1 no 


ijj 


ilIJO 
■ a no 
aso 

a 40 


cm OF 7VE-STMINSTER ASSURANCE 

Srttn Hrone. **_.*+ &_ B*_ 

Millon hevi*' , 

«im% maufl ■ 3W 

KS,5ii rfftill - 0.90 . . 


ppipcrry Furid 
MJnaped Fund 
EduirvFumi 


CLERICAL MEDICAL/RDELITV 

imTuSftttete BS20J.I. 0U7 9290566 


■ 100 
. 150 .. 
. a.tt .. 
.070 .. 

I UIO . 

• 1410 .. 
. 0.79 . 

. OJO .. 


Ai.-uranceFun*. 

Sapphire Mi ■«! 

Kil By 

emerald 

LrpiU> 

PrerMiv 
Gill & Hied im 
Indeied Sit* 

UJI 

Nlh Amerion 
fjrtud 
iniMnaiudiai 

special Sil* 
mil Income 

firrcirx-ao 

jjpanew* 

SE Ail* _ „ 

Will) twit 1 '- “o - 

Jl- i pex^_ __ 

\l-i%) 5«-7U 
7IU4U TSJJP 
25-37H ftij.** 

JJIO XI JO 
271*1 345 10 
J4ETO 714 JO 
0310 S7I.70 -1—80 
r fin. » HI-17 . JM1 .. 

MrE- fl^OArt «l ,lu 

Si'* 1 91101’ -o® 

SjveMi w - - - - — 

EiFPJpcan FtC* 


43215) 154 HO 

23(1141 24180 

1 tPITn I90.V 
4.W TO SUMO 
>,> IO 277*.* 

271.» 2B5.TO 
21.7 HO 225-TO 
213*1 225.10 — 

437.50 15ft 10 -920.. 
73150 24090 1 5J0 
ISijn 3JT.XI * ftW 
S1M.1.O UI5.19 - f**“ 

53 ftT" S4SJ0 * I -00 
„ij;o 141.11 

■12.10 97*1 

31 L3.ru? JUJU 

S2JO ?I2» 

3030 212'TO 


. 260 

■ 32» 

• 4.143 . 

-or.. 
. 0.10 .. 


flmlW B*UlLm.« PWJ 
Mi<rt 
Ljuiiy 

Pro peril 
lilll d Fixed IW 

iruloi Unted 
Cash 

Mh American 

Far Eu -i ^ 


. I.JD 
■ ].<».. 
• 020 .. 
- 1*3 . 

1 090 .. 
1 uJO .. 


912-93 9*4140 ‘ 3* 1 


8.19? , 

,u,47 741.95 

7h» «’5 

4nSJr, «U* 

612-15 044 47 

4r--'7 59fO« 
-d,,nt>rin> :.,.4« ’U-U 
ttw> ca'hwP 


(Willi* . 

j^PcceipaEe 

iln-Cash 
Eun'lx 
do- F>d in' 
-do- Mahapnl 
j,. iwnW 


- 5 34 

-11-34 

♦ 0.17 
-I4W 
. 4JH 

• 17.11 
. 05 

«on 


Bid ORer 


«** TM 

•3- * 


-do-cm In* 
-do-Equity CBp 
-do-equity In* 
•do- Ftxed cap 
Oo-rttsalm 
-do-index cap 
-do- index in* 
-do-Mntd cap 

-do-Mncd In* 


36465 J83*i *040 
227<LB7 230444. - 697 
374.968 JWM - 0JI 
50140 52601 • 165 
32959 8CA435 - 120 
240175 253.41 • 057 
39635 417.12 • 1.18 
8827B 92925 - 124 
145298 153946 - 1 16 


COMMERCIAL UNION 
94 Hdenx I UdaitolL Ea«l7>2B379 
Vu Ami ACC 15)1 1364.96 -34.73 

varMin(9t I44JF, ... - 3433 

Prime: Managed 604.70 63660 • I JO 
Prime UK equity 815.10 18960 • OJ43 
Prime Im Eqnby 380 10 40020 - 240 
Prime Properly 3530 300« » 050 
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Prime Index-ink 21290 2S4JO - 0*1 
Prime Cuta 234.TO 247JO • OJO 


CONFEDERATION UFE 

Lygto Wftg. StrwiM je Here SGI INN 

Mangel Fund 1613.10 169800 • 000 
Equtiyil 3A2JQ zmJD • 7JO 


EAGLE STAR UFE ASSURANCE 
MoMkr Drive 
004222011 
life Fund* 
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•fenae CD ■ 114.40 
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AdveimirouiCOI 13160 
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Brinrt S Wen B)r 118.70 


GUSTIO- 

Fouro&doa 

XU 
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» 0® . 
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J8.41 

*043 

» ans . 
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JL5I 

41® 

* (US . 

• 0.10 . . 
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®.IO 

Jxa 

« OXE . 

• aio ... 

nnrion Fiiinri 
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®95 
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* aio ... 
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2Sftl 

2ft9b 

• am . 


34L30 364*0 
27000 284JO 
Z3S.70 24820 
467.40 48440 


IJU 
140 
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• 083 
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FRIENDS- PROVIDENT 
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GUARDIAN ROYAL EXCHANGE 
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Sell-off risks justified by rewards 


M ore than a million 
small investors who 
bought into the final 
two privatisations of the Con¬ 
servative Government are sit¬ 
ting on gains of nearly 200 per 
cent as fears of a Labour purge 
on privatised stocks have 
evaporated. 

The phenomenal rise in 
Rail track and British Energy's 
share prices has caused con¬ 
cern that the assets were sold 
off too cheaply. A National 
Audit Office report due out 
next month is expected to 
criticise the sell-off price of 
British Energy, saying that 
more money could have been 
raised for taxpayers if the 
Government had retained a 
stake in the business. 

Shares in the companies 
privatised by the Conservar 


Patrick Collinson reckons the controversy over 
the last two privatisations has helped investors 


fives have soared since 
Labour’s landslide victory in 
the election on May I. helped 
by the continued buoyancy of 
the stock market and a softer 
than expected stance on regu¬ 
lation and windfall taxes by 
the new Government 

The last two privatisations, 
under the previous John Ma¬ 
jor government Rail track and 
British Energy, were among 
the most controversial of all 
the sell-offs since privatisa¬ 
tions began. 

The notation prospectus for 
Rail track, published in May 
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19%. spelt out a warning from 
Gare Short who was then 
Labour’s transport spokes¬ 
man. She said that a future 
Labour Government would 
“reconstitute British Rail as a 
fully publicly owned, publicly 
accountable company". Poten¬ 
tial investors in the flotation of 
British Energy in July 19% 
were warned also that a 
Labour Government would 
introduce tighter regulation 
which could affect future prof¬ 
its. 

The warnings failed to deter 
the 650,000 investors who 
applied for Rail track shares 
and 660,000 who applied for 
British Energy, making both 
issues oversubscribed. More 
than half have since sold their 
shares, but for those who have 
held on, the rewards have 
been spectacular. 

Raihrack came to the stock 
market at 380p. and this week 
was trading around the £10.95 
level, a gain of 188 per cent in 
only 23 months. The typical 
Railtrack small shareholder 
obtained a parcel of 510 
shares, costing £1,938 at issue 
but worth £5584 today before 
dealing costs. 

Small shareholders in Brit¬ 
ish Energy were invited to 
subscribe for part-paid shares 


at 100p, with a second instal¬ 
ment of 98p a year later. Last 
week the shares were trading 
at around 585p, making the 
nuclear power generator the 
top-performing FTSE 100 
stock over the past year. 
Shareholders in die retail offer 
typically received about 400 
shares on flotation at a fully 
paid-up price of 198p, costing 
£792. but worth about £2340 
just 21 months later. 

S o why were the shares 
sold off on the cheap? 
Alan Durrani, head of 
UK equities at Hargreaves 
Lamdown, the share stop that 
was heavily involved in’ the 
flotation of both stocks, said 
the shares had to be priced low 
to overcome fears of potential 
action by a future Labour 
Government He said: “The 
Labour Party’s rhetoric at the 
time was largely responsible 
for the companies being sold 
off so cheaply. They had to be 
priced at a hefty discount to 
reflect the worry and political 
risk inherent in die shares.” 

Neither Railtrack nor Brit¬ 
ish Energy offered much in the 
way of “stagging" gains for 
investors who benight into the 
offer and sold on the first day 
of dealing. Two weeks after the 


British Energy flotation the 
lOOp part-paid shares were 
trading at 97 f zp, hit tty news of 
two reactors that had to be 
dosed down for investigation. 

But Mr Durranr has been a 
fan of both since launch, for 
the same reasons that have 
driven most privatisation 
stocks upwards. He said: “The 
past experience of privatisa¬ 
tions is that you can double or 
treble future profits. Once die 
knife is taken to the company, 
costs simply fall away. We saw 
that happening with Railtrack 
in particular. Here you had a 
company which could grow 
earnings by 25 per cent per 
year for three years. 

“Understandably, there was 
some political risk, but in 
Railtrack you had a funda¬ 
mentally fantastic business, 
which has almost had to und¬ 
erstate just how well it is doing 
to avoid announcing almost 
embarrassingly good figures.” 

Before the election, some 
small shareholders piled into 
cash in fear of the impact that 
a Labour Government might 
have on the stock market, but 
they piled back in once their 
worst fears foiled to material¬ 
ise. Mark Howard, managing 
director of Maddison Mone¬ 
tary Management, the inde¬ 


pendent financial adviser, 
said: “We saw people who 
wanted to go into cash before 
the election, but they went 
back into the market once they 
saw the City’S reaction. Most 
of them were out of the marker 
for only a short time." 

Institutional investors* en¬ 
thusiasm for privatisation 
stocks has dimmed only once 
since Tony Blair came to 
power. One month after tak¬ 
ing up office John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, criti¬ 
cised Rail truck's first set of 
profit figures and threatened 
tougher regulation. The share 
price immediately plunged, 
but recovered rapidly. 

Institutional investors — 
largely UK pension funds — 
have played a large part in 
driving up the price of 
Railtrack and British Energy 
shares, hoovering up shares as 
small investors have sold their 
holdings. Flemings. Thread- 
needle, Standard Life and 
Barclays have been big buyers 
of Railtrack, which is now 70 
per cent owned by institutionr 
al investors compared with 40 
per cenr at launch. 

Mercury Asset Manage¬ 
ment Templeton and Schra¬ 
ders are now the biggest 
shareholders in British Ener¬ 
gy, which is now 80 per cent 1 
held by institutions. The let 
son for small investors is that 
holding on to privatisation 
stocks rather than selling for 
short-term gains has proved 
the most lucrative policy. 
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Helen Pridham reports on fears of a new mis-selling scandal 

A lthough more pensioners retiring 
today have some income from an 
occupational pension, the amount 
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A lthough more pensioners retiring 
today have some income from an 
occupational pension, the amount 
involved ran be quite smalL About a 
quarter of all occupational pensions 
currently in payment are under £20 a 
week. Few people are members of a 
pension scheme long enough to build ud 
maximum benefits. 

It usually makes sense for employees to 
consider topping up their pension with 
additional voluntary contributions 
(ACVCs). especially if they are contem¬ 
plating early retirement. All employers* 
pension schemes must offer AVC 
facilities. 

Alternatively employees can also 
choose to go outside their own company 
^»d take out a free-standing AVC 
(FCAVC). However, controversy has aris¬ 
en recently over sales of FSAVCs after 
Geoff Pearson, pensions manager for J 
Sainsbury. the supermarket giant, ac¬ 
cused some salesmen of deliberately mis- 
selling them to employees. 

He said: “Charges are generally much 
higher on FSAVCs than AVCs. which 
means they usually offer poorer value. 
Some salesmen are clearly not providing 
employees with enough information 
about AVCs to enable them to make an 
informed decision. They are more inter¬ 
ested in earning commission on the sale 
of an FSAVC." 

When Mr Pearson asked an audience 
of pension managers recently whether 
they shared his concerns, “a sea of hands 
went up". He has now written to the 
Personal Investment Authority, the in¬ 
dustry watchdog, asking it to look into 
the matter. He said: “It is not on the same 
scale as the personal pension mis-selling 
scandaL Nobody is losing out on their 
main pension scheme benefits. But if they 
are getting a poorer deal. I think the PI A 
should act now to nip it in the bud." 

Among others who have also expressed 
doubts are Jenny Rosser of the British 
Airways pension scheme, who has con¬ 
tacted Helen Liddell, Economic Secretary 
to the Treasury, about the matter. A 
survey of pension scheme managers by 
Bacon & Woodrow, the actuary, found 
that about a quarter believed mis-selling 
of FSAVCs was taking place. 

FSAVCs are big business for insurance 
companies. According to the Association 
of British Insurers, sales are increa sing 
and premiums last year totalled £775 
million. By comparison, Watson Wyatt, 
the actuary, estimates the amount paid 
into AVCs is about £1 billion. Insurers are 
also the main providers of AVCs. 

Employees can contribute up to 15 per 
cent of their pay to an AVC or FSAVC, 
less any contribution they are already 
making to their main scheme. The tax 
relief given on these extra savings makes 
them very attractive computed with other 
forms of investment for retirement 
Sarah Modiock. a spokeswoman for 
the PIA. argued that the suspicions of 
pension scheme managers are unjusti¬ 
fied. She said: “We already monitor sales 
of FSAVCs and we have found nothing to 
indicate systematic mis-selling. Sales 
guidelines for FSAVCs were issued in 
1996 and we have no reason to believe 
they are not adhered to.” 

However, there are considerable differ¬ 
ences in the PIA guidelines for indepen¬ 
dent financial advisers who sefl FSAVCs 
and for direct salesmen. IFAs must find 
out details of an employee’s AVC and 



Will PIA 
act over 
annuity 
sales 
charges? 



every time one of their members takes our 
an FSAVC- If they are so concerned, why 
don't they draw the attention of employ¬ 
ees to the in-house AVCT* 

Tukc-up of AVC schemes has always 
been notoriously low. According to the 
latest annual survey of the National 
Association of Pension Funds, only 15.9 
per cent or employees in private sector 
companies pay AVCS. In the public sector 
it is even lower, at 73 per cent. 

Neil Crighton. senior manager at 
Equitable life, the largest provider of 
AVCs. agrees that employers do not 
highlight the facility enough. He said 
“We offer posters and leaflets but we 
cannot force them to promote AVCs." 

in fact employers are limited in what 
they can do. Mr Pearson at Sainsbury’s 
said: “We are not allowed to give specific 
advice to employees. We cannot actually 
(ell them that our AVCs are better than a 
particular FSAVC plan." 

Jain Oliver, pensions development 
manager at Commercial Union, which 
provides both FSAVCs and AVCs. be¬ 
lieves this is where the most serious issue 
arises. He said: “I would challenge the 
view that AVCs are always better than 
FSAVCs. I believe pension scheme ad¬ 
ministrators should be obliged to provide 
employees with independent advice so 
they receive proper guidance." 

What makes AVCs the best option in 
most cases is that they arc cheaper. There 
is often no initial charge and annual 
charges arc lower, especially if you work 
for a large employer- if you stop contribu¬ 
tions you won't normally be penalised. 


H owever, Andy Parker of Watson 
Wyatt said: “Some employers do 
still have old. outdated AVC 
contracts in place with less favourable 
charging structures. There are in-house 
AVC plans that are considerably more 
expensive than many FSAVCs. However, 
the Pensions Act now requires trustees to 
review their AVC scheme so they are 
likely to improve soon." 

Arguments in favour of FSAVCs are 
less convincing. The majority of contracts 
deduct an initial charge of 5 per cent from 
every contribution. Higher charges are 
required to pay for the commission that is 
given to the salesman. The amount of 
commission depends on the likely term of 
the contract For an FSAVC taken out by 
a 40-year-old, commission can be up to 74 
per cent of the first year's premiums, fora 
55-year-old it could be up to 36 per cent 
Although FSAVCs are portable, if you 
change to self-employment converting 
your plan to a personal pension may not 
be so easy. More seriously if you have to 
stop your contributions is the early years, 
the deductions to cover the cost of 
commission can reduce the value of your 
savings significantly. 

Andy Cox of Baron & Woodrow said: 
“Another argument often used in favour 
of FSAVCs is privacy. Savers are told it 
wiD enable them to save for early 
retirement without their employer know¬ 
ing. It is absolute rubbish that any 
employer would hold this against an 
employee. 

“I believe the only legitimate reason for 
taking out an FSAVC is to access other 
investments. There are some employers 
who still only offer a building society 
AVC Younger members who want to 
invest in the stock market would be 
justified in taking out an FSAVC" 


Watchdog: will it leap into action? 

cany out a detailed comparison. Direct 
salesmen must only mention the generic 
differences between AVCs and FSAVCs. 

Allied Dunbar is one of the leading 
providers of FSAVCs through its direct 
salesforce. Tony Reardon, pensions di¬ 
rector. said: “We would take any mis- 
selling seriously but we don't believe it is 
a problem. We go to considerable lengths 
to explain the differences between AVCs 
and FSAVCs. We mention that AVCs 
may have reduced charges but we also 
spell out the positive aspects of FSAVCs 
such as the fact they can be continued 
when an employee changes jobs." 

He added; “Pension scheme managers 
are just not doing enough to promote 
their own AVCs. We have to tefl them • 
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Don’t miss the boat! 

Last year for new PEP investments. Make the 
most of this final opportunity to invest up to 
£9,000 before 5th April 1999. 
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5% charged when you buy direct or through 
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fee will be waived up to 5th April 1999. 
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Since its bunch over two years ago this 
Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it offers 
PEP investors superb performance 
and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stock market, so it reduces 
the risk of being over-exposed to 
shares which under-perform and lessen 
your return. In fact, a lump sum of 
io.uoo invested in this PEP at launch 
would now be worth £!0,-t62* compared 
to just in the average UK 

Income H Growth Trust. 

With no initial chatgcs deducted, more 
of your money is invested at the outset 
for maximum growth potential, there 
arc no withdrawal fees and with an 
annual management charge of 0.5% - 
the value for money is outstanding. So 
make the most of today's opportunities. 
For further details (including 
information on our monthly saving 
option) call now. 
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NO withdrawal fee 
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Since PEPs began on 1st January 
1987 the Guinness Flight l)K Equity 
Income Portfolio Trust has returned 
621 % to investors, or an annualised 
19.21 %. Over this long period it is the 
best performing Trust in the UK Equity 
Income Sector*. With the Budget 
having announced that PEPs will 
continue to offer tax free returns in 


the future, now is the time to make 
use of your PEP allowances. The UK 
Equity Income Portfolio Trust is 
available as a PEP within the 
Guinness Flight Selector PEP with its 
further 11 attractive options. Call now 
to receive details of a PEP with a 
great past and, we believe, a very 
promising future. 


Cumncs;. Flight UK Equity Income Pcrtlolto Trust Performance’ 


1 year 


1 5 years 


. Since PEPs began (1.1.87) 

Return 
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Return 
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Return j Rank 

34.32% 

1 st 

i 149.82% ! 

1 st 

621.59% 1 st 


Low 2% initial charge, no exit fee, no switch charge 


GUINNESS FLIGHT 


or eompteta the coupon and istun to “FREEPOST GUWESS FLIGHT (no standi or fifths* tdditta datate AMdttQ. 

Phase send am details of ttu <MHW FOgtrt Selector PB>. 


Address 


Postcode 



•Soiree standard ft Poor's Morapal, dates to offer to Wd, gnas incoma reinvested. Rankings ki UK Equity teams Sector. Post 

pafcnmnH is not nsoBnaarty a gddB to ttre future. Ths vahM of tMs bwestment and the Incoms from It may taD as tmU as rfas and k not 
guaranteed. Abo, deduction of chorgaa and expanses means you may not get back the amomt you invested. Tax benefits dstafiad 
are tho« currtyitty appBcabte and wS way from one Invastor to another and may change in the futfwPtaaaa note that the Gownmanf 
immte id rEplaaPB^wShTSAB’ In April 99B.AK PBHhBM at S Aprs 1999 wl cortteue to be held as PS»a outside at BA. For you- protection, 
telephone ease may be recoded, issued by Gtemaas Rght Fund Managers Lfanttad. regitfated 6y tkfitQ. 37BS9B 



























































THE TIMES SATURDAY APRIL 11 iggg 



GLOBAL VISIONS 50 

Graham Searjeant 
on the urge for 
mega-mergers 


WEEKEND 

MONEY 


FLOOD ALERT 51 

When April showers 
soak more than 
your garden 





RAGNAH SX3UBD8SON 












PlSlM 


•y • • . • • : •. - s .? - vrjttf?* y,t;=: *T- >• --vr*•rv/: 










8§S§HII 

|p 




§g 




•r-- ' 


If you want to keep your head above water, you may find It better to retire before annuity rates fall further than to tty to save for a bigger pension 

Stay afloat in old age 


P eople who have post¬ 
poned retirement to 
build up as big a 
pension fund as pos¬ 
sible may actually be worse off 
because annuity rates — 
which govern their annual 
pension income — are falling 
at an alarming pace. 

Instead of benefiting from 
financial prudence, people in 
their late 50s and early 60s 
who have continued in work 
for the past seven years may 
actually have impoverished 
themselves because annuity 
rates fell by 35 per cent over 
that period. 

For many people in personal 
pension and money purchase 
employers' schemes the in¬ 
come they can expect each year 
for the rest of their life has 
dropped significantly and 
there is no sign of a short-term 
improvement. 

Many people dose to retire¬ 
ment have continued in work 
for as long as possible to 
increase die pension fund 
from which an insurance com¬ 
pany will pay them an annual 
income for life. The level of 
income depends both on the 
value of die fund and the 
prevailing annuity rate. Rales 
have been dropping so fast, 
however, that ddaying the 
purchase of an annuity by just 
one year could have knocked 
10 per cent off your annual 
income, according to advisers. 
Unfortunately, both finan- 
' dal advisers and economists 
are unable to predict much 
good news. Many people who 
were thinking of retiring de¬ 
cided to delay buying an 
annuity in the early 1990s in 
the hope that rates would start 
to pick, up and they would 
have a bigger fund from which 
to draw an annual income. 
But the reverse has happened, 
according to William Bullock, 
chairman of Chan trey Finan¬ 
cial Services, who says that 
rates have fallen so far that a 
pension fund would have had 
to grow by 10 per cent over the 
past 12 months just to provide 


Marianne Curphey reports on 
a dilemma for annuity-buyers 


J Aimntty Rates 

(Laft hand scale] 
have fallen by 35% 
over the last 7 years 


FTSE10O [-aooo 
(right hand scale) 
has risen by over . *nnn 
140% In 7 years ‘ 2000 


90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 


the same annual income as an 
annuity purchased at the be¬ 
ginning of 1997. 

So what has caused the 
horrific fall? Annuity rates are 
linked to long-term gilt yields 
and gilts yields tend to fall as 
the stock market rises. The 
long-term gilt yield at January 
1997 was 7.7 per cent but has 
now dropped to 5.96 per cent 
The bank base rate, mean¬ 
while, has gone up from 6 per 
cent to 7.25 per cent and short¬ 
term interest rates have risen 
accordingly. The normal law 
of economics would mean that 
this in turn would mean that 
the long-term gflr yield would 
also rise but baa use of special 
circumstances this is not 
happening. 

Some specialist annuity bro¬ 
kers are putting a brave face 
on a gloomy situation. Billy 
Burrows, of William Burrows 
Annuities, argues that falling 
annuity rates are not necessar¬ 
ily bad news for people saving 
for their retirement, because 
strong stock market growth 
swells the value of shares held 
in their pension plan. 

He said: “You may be no 


worse off despite falling annu¬ 
ity rates because the value of 
your pension is rising faster 
than annuity rates are 
dropping." 

However, Mr Bullock is not 
convinced by this argument 
While the FTSE100 index rose 
23 per cent over the last year, 
this massive growth was not 
necessarily enjoyed by man¬ 
aged pension funds. 

He said: “On a hind of 
£10,000, at the average annu¬ 
ity rate last year you would 
have got an annual income of 
£1.100. Annuity rates have 
dropped so fast over the past 
year that you would now 
receive only £990 per year 
from the same E10.000 fund. 
Most people on the brink of 
retirement will not tow be 
holding the sort of investments 
that produce such large re¬ 
turns because their advisers 
will have urged them to switch 
into something less volatile 
than equities. 

“Most people, therefore, 
would have been advised to 
switch into with-profit funds 
or fixed-interest and cash 
funds. So while the stock 


market has risen strongly over 
the past year. Standard Life's 
with-profit fund has grown 
annually by just 4 per cent" 

The dilemma faring those 
who are currently contemplat¬ 
ing retirement is whether to 
buy an annuity now, while 
rates are historically low. or 
wait for tilings to improve. 

Financial advisers say if you 
can wait for five years you 
may see some rise in the 
annuity rates, but your fund 
may not have grown suffi¬ 
ciently in the interval. 

Mr Bullock said There are 
two problems facing people 
who are hying to deride 
whether to buy now. The 
advent of the single currency 
means that one of the criteria 
the UK needs to meet to join 
up is the convergence of inter¬ 
est rates with the rest of 
Europe, and particularly 
Germany. 

“Germany is 120 base points 
or 12 per cent below our ten- 
year long-term gilt yield of 5.9 
percent Ifwe are going to join 
the European currency then 
our UK tong-term gilt yield is 
going to have to come down to 
about 45 per cent So over the 
next five years if the UK is 
going to join EMU. annuity 
rates will continue to fall." 

However, there are those 
who believe that the chances of 
the UK joining up are lessen¬ 
ing by the day. U you believe 
them, Mr Bullock says, then 
you can be more bullish about 
annuity rates. 

“If we do not join EMU, 
then we could see gilt yields 
jump to around 7 per cent. 
That is the dilemma: in three 
years’ time you could be 
looking either at annuity rates 
of 45 per cent, or 7 per cent 
Unfortunately there is no real 


answer and investors have to 
weigh up the probabilities." 

Mike Wadsworth, a spe¬ 
cialist in insurance with the 
actuary Watson Wyatt, said 
it was difficult to say how 
quickly yields would fall but 
added: “One could expect the 
downward drift to continue. 
The long-term yields are 
currently below 6 per cent 
which is historically very 
low. A delay in buying an 
annuity could prove reason¬ 
ably expensive." 

Justin Modray. investment 
adviser with Chase de Vere. 
said investors could consider 
deferring an annuity until 
(hey reached 75 if the$rcould 
afford to do so: 

v 
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Call for 
‘bench 
mark’ 
checks 

A report publish¬ 
ed this week by 
the Adam Smith 
Institute, the right-wing 
think tank, recommends 
scrapping the current 
System of regulation of 
financial products entire¬ 
ly (Caroline Merrell 
writes). 

It suggests instead that 
the products themselves 
should be regulated 
through a system of 
benchmarkin g. T his 
would involve introduc¬ 
ing certain basic stan¬ 
dards for tiie companies 
to adhere to. Those that 
did not comply with the 
benchmark would be un¬ 
likely to sell many 
products. 

Benchmarking is cer¬ 
tain to form a central part 
of future Government 
policy on all financial 
products, including 
stakeholder pensions. 

According to the re¬ 
port “The sale and regu¬ 
lation of financial 
packages must be radi¬ 
cally reformed if truly 
oosfreffective personal 
savings, pensions and 
insurance plans are to 
come within the grasp of 
all individuals and 
families." 

The Government is 
committed to making 
more people save for 
(heir retirement It also 
wants to cut back on the 
annual £90 billion wel¬ 
fare b31 by encouraging 
people to make private 
provisions. 

The report Simply 
Secure, also recom¬ 
mends the Governments 
pensions and savings 
proposals should be 
merged, and added to a 
new baiffc insurance ac¬ 
count, which would pay 
out if misfortune struck. 
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David and Sarah-Jane Cook with Fiona, 6. They hope to save £100 a year on gas 


Cooks warm 
to thoughts 
of cheaper 
gas supply 

A s the gas industry opens up for 
competition, consumer watchdogs 
have expressed concern about some of 
the new gas suppliers' sales tactics. Bui 
despite worries about some of the 
agents' behaviour, the canny house¬ 
holder can still make big savings cm gas 
bills QJzanne Rose writes). 

The Cook family of Wheaistead. 
Suffolk, are switching because they 
have above-average gas consumption. 
They have a gas-fired Aga stove which 
burns about £2 worth of fuel per day. 

Mr Cook signed a contract with 
Eastern Natural Gas three weeks ago 
and expects to save about £100 a year. 
He responded to a mailshot from 
Eastern Natural Gas which was fol¬ 
lowed up by a visit from the gas 
company to discuss the contract He 
said: "Switching from British Gas was 
motivated purely by cost There seems 
no reason not to change provider if you 
can receive the same product for less". 


Gas supply controversy, page 49 






For a limited period until May 29 we’re reducing the minimum 
investment in our best-value MoneyBuildcr PEPs from 0,000 to 
just £1,000, so you can buy a PEP now . , 

This allows you to take fall advantage of any tax-free growth or 
income in the financial year ahead. And you can add to your PEP 
throughout the year from £100 a time. 

So by next March, when most people cake out their PEPs, you 
will not have to worry about the PEP deadline. 

MoneyBuildcr PEEs combine a terrific record of performance 
with a great reputation for value. There are no charges for buying, 
selling, or switching between funds in the range*. 

Ybu can even phase your investment over six months to help 

smooth out market volatility. And of course your money's available 


any time. Add this to the srockpickin' good performance that 
got us voted Best Unit Trust Group 1997 by Micro pal and you’B 
see why you should phone, send off the coupon or speak to your' 
IFA now. PEP/BA HOTUNE 9AM TO 6PM. 7 DW% 

And find out about die Zfl Af 

PERs that are going great guns. wVw^ el i t y!c o 


To; Fidelity Investments, PO Box 88. Tonbridge, Kent TNI1 9DZ. A 
0800 41 41 33. Please send me informntiori on Fidelity's MoneyBuilderRa 
We will not disclose any information outside the Fidelity Marketing Grt 
Name,_ ' 


Fidelity 


Investments' 


WHERE 12 MILLION INVESTORS PUT THEIR TRUST.** 
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Miracle 
or just a 
false 

impression? 

Scientists are sceptical but the Turin Shroud, 
which goes on show next week, still has a huge 
following. Richard Owen reports from Rome 


SYGMA 



BY 


-">0 


h-2 


begged the body of Jesus. 

53 And he took it down, and wrapped 
it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre 
that was hewn in stone* wherein never 
man before was laid. 

54 And that day was the preparation, 
.bbath drew on. 


i 


The shroud is referred to in the Gospel according to St Luke 


n a cavernous church in the 
centre of Rome 100 people are 
sitting on hard chairs, riveted 
by the image on a screen in 

_front of the altar and hanging 

on every word from an elderly white- 
haired surgeon. Dr Sebastiano 
Rodante, from Sidly. 

“Look at this dried blood, these 
lesions.” says Dr Rodante, pointing 
to the screen which shows the long, 
thin face of a bearded man imprinted 
on cloth. "My experiments show that 
they are genuine.” He holds up a 
piece of cloth with bloodstains on it, 
and shows how the shapes corres¬ 
pond to those on the screen- [There is 
only one possible conclusion,” the 
doctor says, his voice rising to a 
fervent crescendo. A gaunt-faced 
young man — looking not unlike the 
image before us — has been nodding 
vehemently beside me for some time. 
Now he leaps to his feet and cries: 
That is the face of Jesus, our Lord! 
That is his blood on the Holy 
Shroud!” Afterwards I ask the young 
man if he is a seminary student 
training to be a priest. “Priest not 
priest what does it matter?” he 
replies, staring at me. “What matters 
is to believe.” , .. 

The Turin Shroud, called the 
sindone in Italian, the most contro¬ 


versial relic in Christendom, goes on 
show next Saturday for die first time 
since 1978. Ten years after that 
showing, in 1988, it was pronounced 
a medieval fake. Yet hundreds of 
thousands of people from all over the 
world have already made telephone, 
bookings to see the shroud in Turin 
Cathedral, even though they are 
likely to spend at least an hour 
queueing and then will spend barely 
a minute filing past the doth- More 
than three million people are expect¬ 
ed to see the shroud before June 14 
when it is folded up and put away in 
the casket which has been its borne 
for more than 300 years. 

For both sceptics and believers, 
even a one-minute glimpse of the 
shroud wfll be worth the trouble — 
and will fuel further fierce debate. 
What they will see is a length of 
yellowing ancient linen measuring 
just over I4ft by 4ft and made of fine, 
tightly woven herringbone twill. It 
bears the scorch marks of several 
fires, notably one at Chambdry in 
southeastern France in 1532. 

A “Shroud of Jesus" is first 
recorded as the property of the 
famil y of Goffiredo de Chamy. a 
Crusader knigh t from whom it 

Continued on page 2 
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Magnus Linklater pads up north of the border to join one of Britain’s most eccentric teams 


Is googly a 


Scottish word? 


I thought my cricketing career 
had come to a gentle dose 
when I returned to live in 
Scotland. This, after all. is 
not a country which thrills to the 
whack of leather on willow. Foot¬ 
ball. yes; golf, certainly; rugby, 
curling, shinty, they are all part of 
the national character. Playing 
cricket on the other hand, is 
regarded by most Scots as an 
aberration, something akin to 
Jamaica entering a bobsleigh team 
for the Winter Olympics. 

Believing that my chances of a 
game north of the border were 
minimal, l packed away my trusty 
Duncan Feamley Magnum heavy- 
hitter (highest score 82 nx>. Ob¬ 
server v Sunday Times area 1984) 
and for-got about it 
That however, was before I 
heard about The Beige, an Edin¬ 
burgh side whose dedication to the 
sport is matched only by its 
determined eccentricity. I will 
come back to die name, because its 
blandness demands some expla¬ 
nation; but suffice it to say that the 
players manage to combine Wil¬ 
liam Temple's description of cric¬ 
ket as "organised loafing" with a 
will to win which makes Allan 


Border seem larVaHaidrai its 
standards are questionable 
enough to have recruited me to 
play in the occasional match — its 
oldest member by about 30 years. 
On the other hand, the side has 
made impressive progress in its 
short life of just ten years. 

Last season, after a thrilling 
game against one of its train 
rivals, the Old Contemptibles, it 
came top of the Davidson and 
Robertson East of Scotland Cricket 
League (Grade E) to win promo¬ 
tion to the coveted Grade D. This 
year, who knows? Asked about its 
'principal weakness, skipper Na¬ 
than Dicks identified “sloppiness 
and lack of discipline". There is 
agreement that rather more time is 
spent in the team pub. Black Bo's, 
than on fielding practice. 

P.G. Wodehouse might have 
had them in mind when he 
described a side called The Hearty 
Lunchers in Reginald's Record 
Knock: "They belong to the school 
of thought which holds that the 
beauty of cricket is that, above all 
other games, it offers such magnif¬ 
icent opportunities for a long drink 
and a smoke in the shade.” 

Not that shade, or indeed light. 


comes into it much. My first match 
for The Beige took place in average 
early season conditions for Edin¬ 
burgh — light flurries of snow 
danced across the strip, turning 
occasionally to sleet. The mud at 
the Arthurs Seat end was defin¬ 
itely taking spin and the umpires 
called the game off only when 
visibility deteriorated to the point 
where the two batsmen just 
glimpsed’ each other as they 
crossed for a run. It gave me an 
early appreciation of the principal 
requirements for the sport in 
Scotland — at least three sweaters 
and a pair of longjohns. 

Murray McKean. 31, founder 
and principal role model for The 
Beige, epitomises its unorthodox 
qualities. A nightclub promoter 
and publisher of a monthly maga¬ 
zine called Shaver's Weekly, which 
he describes as Edinburgh's only 
drinking fanzine, he came late to 
the game after joining in an 
impromptu cricket session at a 
wedding reception. Hooked from 
the start, he bought a bat at 
Wooiworths and started playing 
with a few friends using a tennis 
ball, with a tree-trunk as wicket. 

Later, when the side got going in 



Murray McKean, founder of The Beige cricket team, negotiates an obstacle on his way to the crease in The Meadows, Edinburgh 


earnest, the Wooiworths bat was 
ceremonially burnt and a three- 
match series held with the Old 
Contemptibles for the local equiv¬ 
alent of the Ashes, known as “The 
Embers”. 

Murray's friend and flatmate, 
Gregor Sloss. is the self-styled 
“quiz and karaoke king" of the 
Edinburgh nightclub scene. He is 
also a self-taught leg-spin bowler 
who is having some trouble with 
his run-up. “It’s a sort of part-skip, 
part-hop. part-dance.” he says. 
The batsmen don’t know when 


I'm going to deliver the ball, but 
then neither do I.” 

Aly Watt, on the other hand, a 
middle-distance runner from Ed¬ 
inburgh Academy who, when I 
met him. wore a red Mohican 
hairstyle and a nose ring, is a 
demon fast bowler whose best 
figures last season were S for 7 and 
4 for 0. He took up the game three 
years ago, but is so keen that he 
opted to turn up for net practice 
while his partner, who was expect¬ 
ing their first baby, was having 
contractions. 


The side has undoubtedly bene¬ 
fited from some foreign blood. 
Tam Heinitz. Nathan’s half-broth¬ 
er, comes from Barnsley and is of 
Polish-German descent. He scored 
669 runs last season. “Lord” 
George Morton, an actor, is half- 
Scots and half-Russian and has 
scored a record-breaking century 
for The Beige. Inzaman U1 
Spartak, who runs a video shop, 
picked up the basics of cricket by 
watching US baseball on satellite 
television in his native Armenia. 
Saul linklater (number two son). 


6 ft 7in tall, was taught cricket at 
public school in England. A pow¬ 
erful hitter, he would like to be 
remembered for his forward de¬ 
fensive stroke — one that no one 
else can recall him using. 

There is little agreement about 
why they called themselves The 
Beige. Some say it is because they 
can never keep their cricket flan¬ 
nels white. 

As for the season ahead, Nathan 
Dicks is quietly confident “We’ve 
got the skills," he confided “Now 
we’ve got to work on turning up." 


Continued from page 1 

passed to the Savoy family 
(subsequently the Italian royal 
dynasty) in 1578. The cloth we 
see today was kept in the 
Guarini Chapel of Turin Ca¬ 
thedral for 300 years in a 
silver casket dating from 1694. 
and was venerated by the 
faithful. 

It was only in 1898. in the 
age of Victorian science, that 
“proofs appeared: a lawyer 
from Asti. Secondo Pi a, who 
was an early amateur photog¬ 
rapher, was allowed to photo¬ 
graph the sacred cloth for that 
year's Universal Exhibition. 

Pia was staggered to find 
that when he developed the 
picture, the negatives revealed 
the image of a man — beard¬ 
ed. 5ft lOin tall, with the marks 
of crucifixion on his hands and 
feet a wound in his side, and 
bruises and cuts on his face 
and body. 

Ninety years on. late 20th- 
century science added a new 
twist. After much cautious 
negotiation, three reputable 
laboratories in Oxford. Zurich 
and Tucson were each 
given a fragment of 6T 

the fabric for carbon | 
dating, with a medi¬ 
eval fabric and an - 

ancient piece of cloth 
from the Tomb of 

Geopatra at Thebes _ 

for comparison. The 
Oxford tests were con- t I 

ducted by Professor LJ 

E. Hail and Professor _ 

R. Hedges and. like . 
their Swiss and Amer- T T] 

ican counterparts, l*VJ 

they concluded that it - 

dated from between 
AD 1260 and 1390. | 

A medieval forgery, A ■ 

then — an image — 

based on the familiar t 

representations of Je- 4 

sus in early Christian 
art, or perhaps not a 
conscious fake but the 
imprint of a Crusader cruci¬ 
fied by the Saracens in mock 
imitation of Christ For many 
that was the end of the story, 
vindicating earlier sceptics 
such as John Calvin, the great 
16th-century Protestant re¬ 
former, who remarked after 
the Cham Wry fire: "When (me 
shroud burns they find 
another one. They say it was 
saved from the Games, but the 
paint is still fresh.” 


have altered its carbon com¬ 
position, making it seem 
“younger" than it really is. The 
author lan'Wilson, who has 
spent a quarter of a century 
researching the shroud, 
claims in nis new book The 
Blood and the Shroud that 
there are “strands of DNA" on 
die cloth and that the carbon¬ 
dating tests were based on a 
“natural microbiological coat¬ 
ing" on the comers — in other 
words, the fingerprints of me¬ 
dieval churchmen who held it 
up to the faithful. 

It has certainly been 
patched and mended over the 
years. In any case, medieval 
fakers. Sindonologists such as 
Dr Rodante argue, would not 
have had the technique or the 
desire to fake such meticulous 
details—a crude image would 
have been enough to fool the 
peasantry. And how, he asks 
triumphantly, could the forg¬ 
ers possibly have known that 
the invention of photography 
would bring the image to light 
six centuries later? 

Thinking “good point", I 


There is no 
other object 
that seems 
to arouse so 
much love 
and hate’ 



Don Giuseppe Ghiberti, deputy head of the Turin Commission for the Display of the Shroud: “I have seen hardened scientists burst into tears at the sight of ir 


C ardinal Anasiasio 
Ballestrero. the then 
Archbishop of Turin, 
announced the result 
of the carbon-dating analysis 
with obvious relief, declaring 
that he had “never personally 
believed it to be a true relic of 
the Passion". 

But many still believe. An 
“International Centre of 
Sindonology” in Turin is de¬ 
voted to disproving the fake 
theory. The believers, or 
Sindonologists, are not all 
wild-eyed fanatics; many are 
sober scientists. They dog¬ 
gedly insist that the fake 
theory does not account for 
many mysteries which re¬ 
main. including the key ques¬ 
tion of how the image was 
formed. 

One of ihe Sindonologists. 
Professor Nkxrto Cinquemani. 
a neurosurgeon at San 
Giovanni Hospital in Rome, 
has concluded that the image 
is not unlike those caused by 
radiation. There were Japan¬ 
ese women at Hiroshima who 
were left with the flower 
patterns of their kimonos on 
their skin after the nuclear 
explosion." he says. “As in the 
shroud, the light images came 
out light and the darker im¬ 
ages came out dark." Radia¬ 
tion would have been “beyond 
a medieval forger”. 

Some scientists, such as 
Dmitry Kuznetsov, a Russian 
physicist say the fire damage 
at ChamWiy in 1532 could 


followed him through a crush 
of admirers and fellow believ¬ 
ers into the quiet of the vestry, 
where he described to me his 
experiments in the catacombs 
of Syracuse, in Sicily, the 
culmination of more than 50 
years of devotion to “shroud 
studies” (he is 74). 

Undeterred by local scep¬ 
tics, some of whom suspected 
him of macabre activities 
among the ancient dead. Dr 
Rodante has set about re¬ 
creating the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea. cutting it ait of the 
rock to match the Gospel 
descriptions, with a humidity 
of 90-100 per cent and a 
constant temperature of 12C 
(“Syracuse is on the same 
parallel as Jerusalem, the 
dimate is very similar”). 

He then took a linen cloth 
and sprayed ft with a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes (“Joseph 
was joined by Nicodemus, 
who brought with him a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
more than half a hundred¬ 
weight” — John 19. v39). 

He also oonduded from the 
Gospels and the shroud pat¬ 
terns that Jesus had sweated 
blood in his agony, "a rare 
phenomenon known as haem- 
atoidrosis" and so made up a 
solution of “eight to ten parts 
sweat to one part blood". 

Unable to use a corpse, 
whatever the locals might 
suspect. Dr Rodante wrapped 
die doth impregnated with the 
spice mixture and the “bloody 
swear round a plastercast of 
the face on the shroud, and left 
it for 36 hours f*On the third 
day he rose again"). 

At first the results were 
unsatisfactory, but after some 
adjustments to the quantities 
and the mixtures, the doth 
emerged with almost the same 
marks as the shroud. He 
shows me one of his experi¬ 
mental doths — it certainly 
looks like the real tiling. “And 
you notice there is a white gap 




Crowds gather after fire breaks out in Turin Cathedral ^ 


A member of the public helps Mario Trematore. a fireman, cany the shroud. “The force was in the doth,” said Trematore 


on the shroud face, between 
the nose and the cheek. You 
know why?” I shake my head. 
“Well. St John refers to a 
‘napkin around Jesus's head' 
(John w7-8. 20J. which the 
disdples who entered the tomb 
saw Tolled up in a place by 
itselP. I think this was the chin 
strap used to stop a corpse's 
mouth from falling open.” 


I s this science in the 
service of fahh — or more 
evidence that the shroud 
has the power to en¬ 
trance even the practical- 
minded and the level-headed? 

Proof thai the shroud still 
inflames passions came when 
fire once again nearly de¬ 
stroyed it exaedy a year ago. 
The fire broke out just before 
midnight on April U, 1997. as a 
two-year restoration of the 
Guarini Chapel was nearing 
completion. A state dinner was 
in Full swing next door at the 
Royal Palace in honour of Kofi 
Annan, the United Nations 
Secretary-General, and there 
were food warmers, genera¬ 


tors. spotlights and heaters 
amid the tangle of scaffolding 
and electricity cables. 

Whatever caused the fire, it 
spread rapidly from the Palace 
to the Cathedral, and the 
chapel was engulfed by 
flames. A fireman called 
Mario Trematore earned nat¬ 
ional fame by unhesitatingly 
ninning through the flames 
and smashing the bullet-proof 
glass protecting the silver cas¬ 
ket with a pickaxe. 

The force was in the doth." 
he said afterwards — a re¬ 
markable statement from a 
man who. according to 
friends, is very matter-of-fact. 
“God gave me the strength to 
saw the holy shroud." The 
casket and its precious con¬ 
tents emerged from the smoke 
and flames in from of 3.000 
weeping spectators, including 
Cardinal Giovanni Saldarmi. 
the present Archbishop and its 
official custodian. Although 
the preliminary inquiry' ruled 
out arson, conspiracy theories 
flashed around the world. 

Was it the work of the Mafia 


or a pro-millennial warning of 
doom after the Hale-Bopp 
comet? Vinorio Mcssori. a 
Turin writer on the shroud, 
told me it was "no aeddern” 
that the tire broke out on a 
Friday night, “the night 
Christ’s body was wrapped in 
linen and laid in the tomb. 

There is no other object 
which arouses so much love 
and hater Messori said. "It 
has everything - Jesus, the 
Templars who brought it to 
Europe, science.” 

The faithful may soon face a 
new test of their patience. The 
possibility that the shroud con¬ 
tains DNA has inspired 3 film 
project launched in London 
this week. Entitled Clone, it 
will portray an attempt to clone 
Jesus Christ from the shroud 
DNA and so precipitate the 
Second Coming. According to 
the film-maker David Rolfe, 
last year’s fire in the Guarini 
Giapd was an arson attack 
intended to conceal a bungled 
attempt to steal the shroud and 
obtain the DNA. 

For Sindonologists. the fad 


that the shroud survived was 
further proof of its miraculous 
powers — and its genuineness. 
They arc particularly scathing 
about the theory that the 
shroud is a fake by Leonardo 
da Vinci, who — as Vittoria 
Hazid. a journalist and author 
of The Passion According to 
Leonardo, points out — was 
an expert in mirror writing, 
and so "knew all about posi¬ 
tive and negative". 

Leonardo is known to have 
experimented in aromatic oils 
and human blood as painting 
materials. He became de¬ 
voutly religious late in life and 
was “tormented" by an un¬ 
named Terrible sin” — possi¬ 
bly the forgery of the shroud- 
Thc measurements on the 
shroud correspond with his 
"Renaissance Man”, and the 
nail marks suggest “a pro¬ 
found knowledge of anatomy". 
The believers retort that there 
is documentary proof that the 
shroud was frequently shown 
in public long before Leo¬ 
nardo. and in 1453 — the year 
after Leonardo was bom — 


was given by Margherita de 
Chamy to Ludovico the Sec¬ 
ond of Savoy. A House of 
Savoy legal document in the 
BibliothCque Nationaie in Par¬ 
is records the transaction. 

A further boost for the 
believers comes from Turin 
itself, where Her Luigi 
Bollone, a professor of forensic 
medicine, and Nelto Balos- 
sino. a professor of computer 
science, say they have detected 
the faint impression on the 
doth of a Roman coin dating 
from the reign of Tiberius just 
above the left eye of the face on 
the cloth. The coin, they say. 
bears the letters TIB and CAl, 
for Tiberius Caesar, and US: 
L for year, l for 10 and S for six 
— the 16th year of Tiberius’s 
reign, or AD 29 by modem 
reckoning, when Pontius Pi¬ 
late was governor of J udaea 

Professor Balossino has 
compared the coin with Pales¬ 
tinian coinage of the same 
period in the British Museum, 
and points out that it was a 
“common Hebrew practice to 
place coins on or near the eyes 
after death". According to 
Maria Grazia Siliato, an ar¬ 
chaeologist who published a 
book on the shroud last year, 
there is “barely detectable 
Greco-Utin writing” round 
the face reading “Jesus, die 
Nazarene”. 

Don Giuseppe Ghiberti, 
deputy head of the Turin 
Commission forthe Display or 
the Shroud, is heartened by 
such "proof” that the carbon 
dating might be wrong. “I 
have seen hardened scientists 
burst into tears at the sight of 
the shroud." he says. The 


shroud “not only shows the 
likeness of the man who was 
wrapped in it. it also shows 
marks of blood on the fore- 
arms and around the waist, 
with evidence of 50 blows". 

Don Giuseppe deduces dial 
“there were two fiageHaiors, 
one on the right and one on die 
left, with orders to hit the man 
on all pans of the body except 
near the heart. The cuts and 
scratches on the forehead and 
nape make one think of die 
crown of thorns on Jesus* 
head”. There is also evidence 
of “bruising on die shoulders 
from carrying the crossbar"." ' 


P rofessor Cinquemara. - 
the neurosurgeon whoV . 
has constructed a 
“working model” of 
the Crucifixion, believes JesiiS 
died not from asphyxiation.!, 
but from a wound in the right 
shoulder, which severed aiT 
artery. The body was leaning, 
to the right cm the cross . 
"because the right lung filled* 
with blood”. 

Amid this barrage from 
"scientific believers'', the Pope . ' 
has remained cautious. The - 
Pontiff is to visit the shroud on . 
May 24. “It is certainly a refic," 
he says carefully, "and if so , 
many believe in it, then their - 
conviction is not without foun- - 
dation." Not exactly a raging.-.' 
endorsement. But as bt-- 
Stampa. die Turin news- - 7 J 
paper, puts it “Perhaps it does 
not matter that scientists have 7 
yet to give a derisive verdict It' 
is a precious legacy, both for- - 
Christianity and for Turin." 


See the shroud, page 26 
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I don’t trust the National Trust 


Ruthless 


marketing is 
killing our 
gardens, says 1 

Stephen 
Anderton 


Sissinghurst 
Biddenden 5 


W hen garden enth¬ 
usiasts come to¬ 
gether. sooner or 
later the conver¬ 
sation turns to the National 
Trust, and words like “clini¬ 
cal" and “lifeless" are bandied 
abouL But is this criticism fair, 
or even true? 

To be sure, there is legit¬ 
imate cause for concern, sim¬ 
ply because the National Trust 
has such an awesomely pow¬ 
erful grasp of the nation's 
historic gardens. Never before 
in Britain and perhaps in the 
world has such a varied 
collection of living artwork 
been held in one set of hands. 

However, like it or hate it, 
the National Trust has made 
gardens and garden-visiting 
one of the great marketable 
tourist attractions of Great 
Britain Pic. And, in turn, 
gardens represent the most 
popular and lucrative face of 
the Trust. 

But there is a price to be 
paid for the corporate owner¬ 
ship of England's private 
Edens. Many people now say 
they all look the same, the}’ are 
run by committee and have no 
personal driving force. Of 
course it is not so — you could 
ndt hope to find a more varied 
set of gardens, from the great 
estates of the past 500 years 
down to cottages and terraced 
houses. But they are marketed 
and presented with a ruthless 
uniformity which would kill 
the soul of any garden. 

There was a time when the 
National Trust needed more 
members. Remember those “I 
am One in a Million" stickers 
in rear windscreens just a few 
years ago? Now there are Z75 
million members and grow-- 
ing. But how do you please 
2.75 million people all of the 
time? Ism it destructive 




Sissinghurst Is a spectacular garden but the many visitors are irritated by a uniformly high standard of maintenance, ubiquitous laminated plant labels and overall lade of inspiration in the planting 


madness for the Trust to try? 
The Trust's marketing wing 
obviously sees a need to 
present a brand image, to 
make people (and potential 
members) fed at home when¬ 
ever they step into a National 
Ttust property. From the ab¬ 
surdly tasteful olive-green traf¬ 
fic cones.and squeakydean 
lavatories to the reek of pot¬ 
pourri. it is the same from 
Bath to Berwick. Before you 
gtft into the garden, you have 
already been bombarded by 
familiar images. The brain's 
receptors freeze. 

Ladies of a certain age and 
class smile the same smile 
from ticket offices. Some, jo¬ 
vial and persistent, will try to 
pressgang yon into taking out 
membership. There are the 
same appeal notices, the same 
leaflets for other properties, 
the same gift shop full of the 
same gifts. 

How can any garden, expe¬ 
rienced through this heavy- 
duty filter, feel different? 

Gardens are there to be 
experienced through the mind 
and the senses, and as deeply 



or shallowly as you choose. 
They are not there to be 
chopped up and force-fed to 
people, as a marketabl e “ Expe¬ 
rience". If small private gar¬ 
dens seem remarkably differ¬ 
ent from corporately owned 
gardens, it is often because 
they simply do not have the 
money to compete in the Great 
Marketing Race. * 

The bigger an organisation, 
the faster it is obliged to jump 
the legislative hurdles. Health 
and safety legislation, for ex¬ 
ample, is an appalling mi¬ 
nuter. Gardens are supposed 
to be peaceful or exciting, and 
sometimes both; but not safe. 


Yet the law requires paths to 
be uniformly even, ponds to be 
ludicrously shallow, drops to 
be protected and hazard signs 
to be conspicuous. It is traffic 
law applied to gardens. 

So how should theTrust free 
its' gardens? One frequent 
suggestion is to put one person 
in charge of a garden: a head 
gardener, a manager or an 
owner who can stamp some 
personality on the place. 

The National, Trust has 
moved toward this, giving 
individual site managers a 
responsibility for finances, 
marketing and presentation, 
which would have been un¬ 
heard of ten years ago. 

Yet still it w31 not work, 
because in big, modem, caring 
organisations staff are on the 
Annual Appraisal system. 
Everyone must “meet identifi¬ 
able and quantifiable targets” 
to get a pay rise. Not enough, 
then, to keep the place looking 
good. Continuing quality 
alone is not sum deni: last 
year’s targets must be raised 
or there’s no rise, no Marks & 
Spencer vouchers. 


lg iro- 
Ftand. 


And so die marketmi 
pulse keeps die upper 
Marketing aside, what else 
prompts people to say that the 
gardens are looked after and 
developed in a “clinical" way? 
Are they really at a dreary, 
committee-bound standstill? 

Is it the uniformly high 
standard of maintenance — 
the Sissinghurst superlative— 
which secretly niggles; or the 
ubiquitous laminated plant 
labels? Is it the generosity with 
which conspicuous benches 
are provided for visitors? Glo¬ 
rious, romantic Scotney Castle 
Is beseiged by benches, as if it 
were an impertinCTice to expect 
people to sit an the grass. 



Is it the self-effacing way in 
which die Trust tries to 
garden, as if the very inspira¬ 
tion behind the current garden 
planting is invisible, and only 
3- tribute to dead men? Where 
is die celebration of its current 
gardeners, and die advisers 
who plan the planting? 

The Trust points out that 
almost all gardens are' the 
result of a cross-fertilisation of 
talents not found in just one 
' person. Hidcote, the archetyp¬ 
al Arts and Crafts CoitsyrokJ 
garden, came about through 
the offioes of owner Lawrence 
Johnston, his head gardener, 
and designer Norah Lindsay. 
The massive 18th-century 
landscape garden at Stowe. 
Buckinghamshire, was driven 
by a succession of owners and 
string of designers. 

The Trust is only doing the 
same when it runs gardens 
through the triumvirate of 
agent, head gardener and 
gardens adviser. It combines 
the historical and aesthetic 
with the practical, and an 
overview of gardens generally. 
It's not a bad recipe. 



But alongside the criticism 
of uniformity in the Trust’s 
gardens is the feeling that 
“they ought to be doing some¬ 
thing new”. Well, what? It 
would be like the National 
Gallery asking Hockney to 
give all the Old Masters a bit 
more zing. But unlike paint¬ 
ings. gardens are living 
things. Why shouldn’t the 
Trust give some of its lesser 
historic gardens a suitable, 
vigorous, large-scale contem¬ 
porary development to keep 


them alive? 

Whether it welcomes it or 
not the Trust is seen as the 
pinnacle of English garden¬ 
ing. And even though conser¬ 
vation may be its prime aim, 
for the sake of its public image 
— as the gallery of the nation's 
gardens — it should now look 
for. or make, some major 
modern gardens to add to its 
historic portfolio. It should let 
the new dazzle just like the old. 
It would be a breath of fresh 
air for staff and visitors alike. 
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4 • shopping 


SHOP WATCH 


■ Dcbenhams has sparked a 
trend for top-name designers 
at high street stores. Neisha 
Crosland's tactile scarves are 
the firm's latest launch. Paint¬ 
ed silk on georgette, silk 
satins, and devore evening 
wraps are in her signature 
cool, watery blues and lilacs, 
plus fuchsia and black. Call 
0171-408 4444 for your nearest 
store. 

■ The Pier has launched a 
mail-order catalogue. Snap up 
its sheer panels embroidered 
with coloured dots (£29.95). 
brilliant for curtain-shy deco¬ 
rators. or an abstract flower 
rug (£199), which passes mus¬ 
ter as something much more 
exclusive. Call 0171-814 5020 
for a catalogue. 

■ Boyers and Sellers is the 
big gun to rry if you're 
sourcing white goods, or 
coloured and stainless steel. It 
stocks goods from more than 
50 companies and ' has a 


Fridge by Buyers and Sellers 

constant array of bargains. 
There is a free advice line and 
nationwide delivery. Find 
Buyers and Sellers at 120-122 
Ladbroke Grove. London W10 
(0171-229 1947). 

■ Virgin Vie, Virgin’s new 
chain of cosmetics shops, is 
gaining pace, it has well- 
priced toiletries with a New 
Age slant, aimed at busy 
women. Who could resist 
products with names like 
Peace, Energy and Glee? The 
latest branch to open is in 
Castle Mee in Norwich. Call 
0870-909 9092 for a mail-order 
catalogue 

■ UPDATE: Jigsaw Juniors 
has opened its flagship shop at 
97 Fulham Road, London SW3 
{0171-823 8915) ■.. You've got 
the curtains, now get the walls 
to match, Designers Guild's 
new paints are in vivid lilacs, 
limes and blues. Call 0171-243 
7300 for stockists ... Nicole 
Farfii's eclectic home range 
has arrived at her store at 193 
Sloane Street, London SW3 
(0171-235 0877). ’ 

Judith Wilson 




TV chef Michael Barry pays a nostalgic 


visit to a store which answers all his 


shopping needs. Michael Cable reports 


W hen people talk about 
the best thing since 
sliced bread it conjures 
up a vivid childhood 
memory for Michael Barry. Tele¬ 
vision's "Crafty Cook” was five years 
old when one of the early automatic 
slicing machines was delivered to his 
uncled bakery In the South Wales 
village where his mother’s family 
lived. 

“The family gathered to watch as 
the first loaf was ceremoniously 
placed in the machine,” he recalls. "It 
was a very basic affair involving a 
series of rotating knives. My unde 
switched it on and after a lot of 
whirring and banging the loaf 
popped out, ready-cut and wrapped 
in waxed paper. It seemed like 
magic.” 

More than 50 years later, he has 
only to walk through the door of 
Burgess Stores in Goudhurst, Kent 
to be reminded of those days in 
Resolven. West Glamorgan, when he 
was occasionally allowed to help 
drive the horse and cart with which 
another uncle, a dairy farmer, used to 
deliver the milk. 

“Burgess Stores is one of the few 
places I know that is just like the sort 
of shops 1 went to as a kid.” he says, 
admiring wooden clothes pegs, rub¬ 
ber bath plugs, bottles of strong local 
ale with names such as Old Dick and 
Kentish Gold, as well as his favourite 
Thai sweet and sour sauce. 

Although Burgess Stores dates 
back to 1831 and remained in the 
Burgess family for 140 years, its 
appeal for Mr Barry is not simply 
nostalgic or sentimental. “I’m very 
old-fashioned and I like old-fash¬ 
ioned things — but only when they 
work,” says the broadcasting execu¬ 
tive-turned-celebrity cook whose lat¬ 
est recipe book. Crafty Fast Food, is 
aimed at supermarket shoppers. 

He says: “Village shops are often 
run by people who see them as a form 
of semi-retirement and they tend to 
be characterised by cheap brands 
and wrinkled vegetables, which is 
why they cant compete. But this 
place makes a real effort" 

Within months of taking over die 
shop three years ago, John Maxwell 
Jones, the 62-year-old proprietor, and 
his wife. Elaine, succeeded in reach¬ 
ing the final of Kent’s Best Village 




Shop competition. Customers come 
for their local produce, from jams, 
pickles and sloe wine to sausages 
called Corkers and the chocolate- 
coated, roasted Kentish cobnuts 
known as Plattinums. 

These rare delights are mostly 
supplied by members of Kentish 
Fare, the association of regional food 
and drink producers of which Mr 
Barry, who lives in Canterbury, 
happens to be the enthusiastic and 
crusading chairman. 

He says: “I used to drive around 
places that were producing all sorts 
of marvellous goodies, often on a very 
smaii scale, and it struck me that it 
was crazy that I was driving ail over 
Kent to find the stuff. We have put in 
place a network and a distribution 
system of restaurants, shops and 
cafes that enables them to get their 
produce out.” 


H is involvement with Kent¬ 
ish Fare is just one aspect 
of a life that has been so 
busy and varied over the 
years that he adopted a second 
identity to avoid confusing people. 

It was as Michael Bukht. son of a 
Pakistani diplomat, that he joined the 
BBC as a trainee, rising to become 
editor of the long-running current 
affairs programme 24 Hours. He was 
then the founding programme con¬ 
troller of Capital Radio before setting 
up Classic FM. 

Interested in food and cooking 
from an early age — his mother was a 
domestic science teacher — it was 
while at Capita] that he quite unex¬ 
pectedly made a new professional 
name for himself as a celebrity cook 
after standing in rattier too success¬ 
fully as holiday relief for the regular 
presenter of the recipe slot. “I’m 
afraid the poor lady never did get her 
job back,” he says. 

Forced to reduce his workload after 
being diagnosed last year with Me¬ 
niere's disease, an inairabJe inner- 
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GADGETS 


FEW experiences are more 
miserable than arriving ex¬ 
hausted at a campsite and 
then having to spend up to an 
hour erecting the tent before 
you can shelter from the rain. 
Chukka-Tents go a long way 
to reducing such problems 
since they are self-erecting. 

It takes less than three 
seconds for a Chukka-Tent to 
erect itself when tossed info 
the air. The tents are made 
from lightweight nylon hung 
on springy oil-tempered steel 
tensile hoops, which is why 
they open just as easily as 
automatic umbrellas. 

Chukka-Tents. designed in 
America, come in all sizes. 





The Chukka-Tent 

from a Kids' Play Tent to the 
top-of-fhe-range Casa Gran¬ 
de. which can sleep six. 

When camping out. you 
will invariably need a fittte 
torch, and Polaroid's sleek 
PolaPuise Light fits the bill. 
The fiat, disposable torch has 
a halogen bulb, so the light is 
exceptionally bright The 
drawback is that it only works 
when the button is held down. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Self-erecting tents cost from 
M2 ro £275 p/ws p&pfrom ■ 
Chukka-Tent (0)393434760). 
PoiaPutse Light. £4.95. from The 
Gadget Shop (01482 8710011. 
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ear complaint triggered by stress, he 
has stepped down as programme 
controller of Classic FM but will 
continue to appear on his BBC Food 
And Drink programme and to write. 

Neither the minor dietaiy restric¬ 
tions imposed by his doctors nor 
those he has followed since commit¬ 
ting to his father's Muslim faith, 
when he was 18. have cramped the 
culinary style of someone who makes 
a point of defining himself as a cook 
rather than a chef. 

“The difference is that chefs dress 
up in funny clothes and cook the 
same food every night for different 
people for money, while cooks don’t 


dress up and cook different food 
every night for the same people for no 
money," he says. 

Married to actress and dancer 
Jenny Jones, with four children aged 
18 to 32. he says he welcomes the 
chance of taking things easier. “I’ve 
been going at it hammer and tongs 
for 35 years and I'm quite glad to 
devote more time to gardening, 
sailing, seeing my grandchildren and 
simply cooking for .pleasure,” he 
says. 

• Burgess Stores, High Street, 

Goudhurst . Kent TNI7 lAL (01580 
211206). Open: Mon to Fri 9am4pm, 

Sat 8.45am-6pm. Sun lOJOam-Spm. 


Michael Barry 
(above): “It 
reminds me of 
shops when I 
was a child" 


Burgess Stores 
in Goudhurst 
specialises in 
produce Grom 
all over Kent 



■TV-v'*. 


BELOW: This 
S.0AP. dish (£9) 
from Purves and 
Purves (0171-580 
8223) is simply 
designed and easy 
to clean. Try a toy- 
filled soap from 
Irish mail order 
company Grimes & 
Co (00 353 166 
75627). 

As well as this frog 
soap, there are 
duck turtle, pig 
and ladybird 
versions (£8.95 
plus p&p) 
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RIGHT; Three seahorses, wo 
kissing and one looking on, adorn 
this chrome soap dish (£7.95). 
From Liberty (0171-734 1234) 
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ABOVE: Mickey Mouse hands grip on to 
the taps of this Fantasia4ype ceramic 
bathtub soap dish (£4.99). From The 
- *.■>?*£& Disney Store (0171-287 6558) 



RIGHT: This heart- 
shaped chrome soap 
dish (£6.95) is ridged, 
allowing excess water to 
drain away and keeping 
soap sludge-free. From 
Liberty, as left 



Don’t be a lather lout 


r.* 

^ - Jfjpl 


■•isr^as^* 

mm 


i^g p% . Ml LEFT: The 
iW rubber 

Jk d®h from The 
“ Source (0171-937 2626) 
will ensure that it doesn't 
scratch your bathtub, or slip 
into it. A bargain at 89p 



W HOEVER you are and whatever your 
bathing habits, you will (hopefully) 
have soap in the house. Where you 
store it will determine how long it lasts. Kept in 
a wet vessel that retains water it will soon 
become a soft white and impossible-to-hold 
sludgy mass; held in a dish that allows it to diy 
and ensures it is always in the same place 
when you come to use it. it will last for longer 
and be a pleasure to lather with. 

Wood and meta1 have lately joined ,, >* *?£ 
more traditional materials moving -v ? 

out of the kitchen and into the bath- 
roam. -U 

Ceramic dishes, always popular. ; 

are still available, but now more .1 

ran temporary materials such as 
aluminium, rubb er, p lastic and V.-V 
chrome have 

musded their :• 

way into the soap ^ ... >. 

dish market The Jr;. 

new. leggy Octopuss ' •’ - 


SOAP DISHES 


soap dish from Koziol. for example, is made 
from the latest in techno-plastic sort polypropy¬ 
lene. which, according to Sophie Hubble, bath 
house buyer for Liberty, was chosen for its pli¬ 
able and non-slip qualities. 

Should you fancy a bath time companion, the 
r ~., inflatable parrot from The Source doubles 
3®$^ as a soap dish and a floating toy. Or, for 
*: an earthier look, try Emily Readett- 

Baylor’s soap dishes, fashioned from 
pure bamboo that she grows herself. 

But as well as looking good, dishes 
jr' should be practical: easy to clean, small 
enough to fit on a small bath rim and 
-‘-;V well-perforated to allow water to drain 

from them. All that then has to be done is to 

' fill it with a generously scented 

^ 2 nd enjoy the lather. 

- :.y- •••' ~ "Mary Ann Percy 


ABOVE; Floatabie. fashionable and fun for kids is the 
green and red parrot soap dish from The Source, as above. 
Yes, it could be punctured, but for £1.50 who cares? 


e - 






RIGHT: ft-ffffy 

In vivid i 

green & £ 

rubber, 

the "Octopuss* soap dish 
(£5.95) from Koziol b fun 
and easy to dean. From Liberty, 
as above 
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mGHT: Simple, 
black wire flower- 
shaped soap dish, 
just £2.50 from 
South American 
specialists Mexique 
(OlSl-392 2345) 




LEFT: This retro 
melamine soap ■ 
dteh (£4.58 inc. 
p&p)smadeof . 
black metal and 
stands on its own 
legs. Mail order • 
from Bliss 
(01789 400077) 1 ■ 



RIGHT: Muji's chrome 
soap dish (£6.95) is 
simple and minimalist 
Mpli also has delicious 
smelling glycerine 
soaps for 95p each. 
Choose from mandarin, 
citrus fruit, lemon 
or avocado. 
Call 0171-437 7503 
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Photographs by 

DesJenson 
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shopping - 5 
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ABOVE: Delicate 
side-tie chiffon tunic, 
£210: stretch cotton 
shorts. £35, Ghost, 


ankle-tie sandals. 


£50, Ravel, stores 
nationwide. 

RIGHT: Fine sheer 
knit ribbed cardigan. 
£100. Fenn Wright & 
Marison, Fenwicks, 
Bond Street, Wl 


rib-knit hat, £65, 


Sonia Rykiel, 


Browns, Fortnum & 


Mason and Harrods 


Strapless cotton top, 
£171; matching 


trousers, £136, 


Strenesse 


BELOW: Fine 


embroidered tie- 


front cotton top 


£29.95, Monsoon, 


5 Barkers Arcade, 


Kensington High 
Street. W8 (0171-313 
3000). Cotton skirt, 
£40. Warehouse. 96 
King's Road, SW3 
(0171-278 3491) 
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Beyond 

the 

pale 


C alvin Klein describes 
his collection of white 
summerwear as 
“seemingly simple, 
intrinsically elegant and natu¬ 
rally unassuming". Rei Kawa- 
kubo. the Comme des Garmons 
designer whose summer col¬ 
lection was almost entirely 
made of white cotton, says 
white was the only way to “get 
bade to real basics". 

White clothing this summer 
is not just about looking cool— 
h is about appearing pure, 
simple and unconcerned with 
clutter. It is the fashion equiva¬ 
lent of a steel chair. 

Nicole Farhi has always 
been a fan of white. “There is 
nothing better than a crisp 
white shin or more fresh than 
white linen in die summer.” 
she says. 

Designer Ally Capellino 
says*. “It can be the best way to 
show up what you have had 
far dinner or it can look a 
million dollars." But most 
designers agree that it is die 
perm way to show up this 
season’s dean, simple lines. . 


“It is really the most modem 
colour," says the knitwear 
designer Julien Macdonald 
“It accentuates the face and is 
a fresh alternative to black." 

As well as staples such as 
suits, dresses and jeans, this 
season’s key styles are in every 
high-street store. Simple 
drawstring Calvin Klein 
lookalike pants are stocked by 
Marks & Spencer (£40). Ware¬ 
house (£40), Jigsaw (£64) and 
Dorothy Perkins (£30); capri 
pants by M&S (£2S), Ware¬ 
house (£40) and Top Shop 
(£28); and white linen shirts by 
everyone from Laura Ashley 
(£50) to Armani Jeans (£99). 

If you don't have the colour¬ 
ing to carry off pure white, mix 
it with this season’s brigjits 
(orange, pink and turquoise) 
or blade. “I was in Miami, 
where people were wearing 
white, but with slashes of 
blade and it looked very cool,” 
says Ben de Lisi. “Whatever 
you wear h with, it transports 
you to summer." 

Lisa Grainger 


b* 






BELOW: Single-breasted one-button jacket £79; matching 
trousers. £34.99, Kookal, 123d Kensington High Street, W8 (0171- 
937 4411). Crinkle muslin fitted shirt, £27.95, Monsoon, as left 


THREE 




Who says white stilettos are naff? With a wispy white 
dress, and bright pink toenails, they are the ultimate 
accessory to snow off a pair of bare tanned le^. LG 




LEFT: White 
leather fine strappy 
slingback 
mules, £160, 
Jimmy Choo, 

20 Molcomb 
Street, SW2 
(0171-2356008) 


RIGHT: White 
satin criss¬ 
cross fine-heel 
sandals, £45, 
Faith stores 
nationwide 
(0600289297) 



LEFT: While 
patent ankle-tie 
open-toe sandals, 
£275, Manoto 
Blahnlk, 49-51 Old 
Church 
Street, SW3 
(0171-3526622) 


Photographs by Nick Farrell at Artist Group Management 
LA California. Hair and make-up by Noriko Kerns for 
Estee Lauder, using Double Wear Stay in Place Makeup SPF10: 
Compact Disc eyeshadows and True Lipstick in Sugar Rose: Styling 

byAmandip UppsL Model: Joy 










































6 • food and drink 


THE TIMES WEEKEND • SATURDAY APRIL II1998 



Friendly and knowledgeable service, such as that offered at Bon Gout delicatessen in Bristol, has helped persuade supermarkets to introduce their own specialist staff 


Big stores 
start to 
think small 

Is the personal touch returning to Britain’s 
main food retailers, asks John Whitley 

F or more than 30 years the high philosophy, is aiming upmarket 
supermarket giants have with the launch in 200 stores of a new 
dominated British food shop- range of meals claimed to be of 
pine with their policy of “pile restaurant standard, and is investing 
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The delicatessen counter at Maries & Spencer’s new outlet in Bristol 


F or more than 30 years the 
supermarket giants have 
dominated British food shop¬ 
ping with their policy of “pile 
it high and sell it cheap", which 
steamrollered ordinary shops and 
individual producers almost out of 
existence. Now they have gone into 
reverse and are attempting to recon¬ 
stitute those very factors of personal 
service and specialist produce by 
opening mini-shops inside the mega¬ 
stores. 

Last month, the acknowledged 
brand leader of the chains, Marks & 
Spencer, opened its latest, 97,000 sq ft 
store at Cribbs Causeway, on the 
outskirts of Bristol it incorporated a 
shop within a store — a delicatessen 
where specially trained staff slice 
hams and whole cheeses to order, 
dole out samples for braver custom¬ 
ers ro taste and, for the first time at 
M&S, produce hot snacks and roast 
chicken from a rorisserie. 

By next month, there will be six of 
these enclaves in stores from Lisburn 
and Warrington to Camber ley and 
Gateshead, 'established at a cost 
estimated to be in excess of £10 
million, with 25 more planned by the 
end of the year. 

They are the opening shots in a 
new battle for market supremacy 
between the four most powerful 
retailers, and for the first time the 
weapons are quality and service 
instead of cheapness or convenience. 
Tesco. the inventor of the pile-it- 


high philosophy, is aiming upmarket 
with the launch in 200 stores of a new 
range of meals claimed to be of 
restaurant standard, and is investing 
heavily to persuade big fanners to 
grow organic produce. 

Sainsbuiys says it is equally eager 
to build the organic market and is 
experimenting with smaller, more 
intimate town centre stores. Even 

lordly Waitrose admits _ 

that it has been evolving 

new serving and buying ‘ClISl 

strategies. 

All are driven not by 
philanthropy, but by a 
conviction that customers i:u. 
in general have caught the ^ 
foodie disease—an ad die- _i_ _j: 

tion to the unfamiliar, the u 
exotic and healthier dish- 
es they have encountered See C 
on trips abroad, or seen ^ - 
on cookery seminars fea¬ 
tured on television and in 
newspapers. 

“You can see it happening almost 
by the week," says Steve Heywood, 
manager of Salisbury's flagship 
store in Clapham. sou* London. 
"Customers are behaving like the 
chefs they see on TV — they want to 
get bade to die original ingredients 
and make the dishes themselves, 
rather than get them ready-made. 
They come in with the recipes 
propped up on the trolleys and tell us 
what produce to buy instead of us 
telling them, as we used to." 


‘Customers 
behave 
like the 
chefs they 
see on TV’ 


Mike Raycroft, a Tesco director, 
can measure the shift since he joined 
the chain in 1964. The only cheese 
we had then was Irish Cheddar. 
Danish Cheddar, English Cheddar 
and Dutch Edam, so there’s no doubt 
that there is a demand for more 
sophisticated foods today. 

TV endorsement is very important 

— you know that if something has 

_ appeared on the Food 

and Drink programme it 
[Tiers W ^ 1 8 ° the shelves the 

next morning." 

«yp But Mr Raycroft sug¬ 

gests that travel and pub- 
hUp lidty are only partly 

11 iC responsible for changing 

i.i_ tastes. The customer de- 

uicy vdops a taste for what’s 

r«< 7 , on offer. Now we can get 

- IV lemon grass from Chile, 

for instance. People want 
it. but I’m not sure that 
they wanted it before it was there." 

This personal approach is central 
to the supermarket revolution and is 
exactly what Ian Bentley is seeking at 
M&S with his deli counters. It is. he 
admits cheerfully, a return to old- 
fashioned values. 

In search of the magic formula, he 
despatched a senior selector, Sandra 
Ziles, and a team of specialists to 
scour stores overseas in search of 
new designs and products. 

“We went to shops in Dublin. 
Berlin and Milan." says Ms Ziles. 
“and then 32 supermarkets in the US. 


We probably sampled a chicken 
from the rotisseriein each one — I got 
pretty tired of chicken." - 

Ms Ziles has drawn heavily on the 
delicatessens she visited in Manhat¬ 
tan, notably Balducri’s and the 
celebrated Dean & Deluca, though 
it’s hard to see how their odoriferous, 
prosriutto-swagged. Twenties’ Italian 
look — not unlike Camisa in London 
or Valvona & Crolla in Edinburgh — 
can be reproduced in a British 
supermarket. 

“I want to get colour, chunkiness 
and immediacy into the display." she 
explains. “We’U have salads freshly 
dressed by the server; fresh herbs, 
roasted vegetables and big bowls of 
olives and fruit salad. The staff must 
eat a bit of everything they display so 
that they can offer an opinion." 

This rejection of the help-yoursdf. 
minimal staff policy of the past 30 
years ’ with its chilly, impersonal 
cabinets and uninterested trolley- 
pushers means that staff for the new 
counters must acquire more leisurely 
skills. To achieve this loosening up. 
M&S sent 12 hopefuls for a week-long 
training session with a supermarket 
chain it owns in America. 

Liberated from the British super¬ 
market straitjacket, they learnt how 
to turn their work into a piece of 
theatre, cutting meat in front of the 
counter, doling out nibbles, wrap¬ 
ping goods with a flourish. Grad¬ 
ually, a long-suppressed eagerness to 
share enthusiasm surfaced. 


SUPERMARKETS still 
have some way to go before 
thay can claim to provide 
the expertise and service of die 
small shops they are 
attempting to imitate. 

At my local Safeway in 
London, I asked: “Could you 
recommend a nice piece of - 
cheese to go with some 
pudding wine?" and was 
introduced to Carol who 
ventured: “How about 
something with some fruit in 
itr There was Wensieydale 
with cranberries or apricots. 
“Are those pasteurised or 
impasteurisedT I asked. By 
now Carol was losing her 
patience. “It doesn't say on the 
ticket," she replied wearily. 
"I'm sorry I couldn't be more 
help but 1 don't really eat 
cheese." Carol apologised. Her 
honesty was admirable but 
begged the question of why she 
was serving cheese at alL 
Next I went to a small 
delicatessen, in Sphalfields. in 
the City of London. After I 
had run through my spiel the 
assistant (old me that most 
cheese would go with a dessert 
wine, and that I should 
serve several different pieces. I 
was then offered samples. 

The assistant was dearly 
enthusiastic and. more 
importantly, gave the 
impression that he knew 
what he was talking about 

Joe Warwick 


It is this mateyness that generates 
customer loyalty and, Mr Bentley 
hopes, enough extra sales to justify 
the floor space that his minj-shops 
pinch from the pre-packed cabinets. 
“Having an expert to talk to encour¬ 
ages people to buy and to experi¬ 
ment" he says. 

Only sales figures will determine 
whether these bold experiments even¬ 
tually turn into a full-blown revolu¬ 
tion. Healthy profits must be made, 
after all and the chill hand of 
accountancy still rules the fresh faces 
behind the counters. 


ROBERT OPE 


GINGER BIER TO WIT 


THE DRINKS THAT TIME FORGOT 



Fts>m Jamaica 


“WHAT do we want? 
WatneysT Not the now- 
cultish Red Barrel brew, but 
the old “Special". Sadly, there 
was nothing special about it 
save that it could be pur¬ 
chased en route to World Cup 
success in weighty six- or 
seven-pint formulae, complete 
with its own cunning little tin- 
opener device: the perfect 
accompaniment to instant 
mashed potato and the card¬ 
board-flavoured white sliced 
of old. It tasted like... victory’! 


I HAVE always believed that 
you should never use fresh 
ingredients when they are out 
of season. This is for several 
reasons. Firstly, and most 
importantly, because produce 
from South America often 
docs not bear up ro compari¬ 
son with its native cousin 
(asparagus is the obvious 
example). 

Scoondly there is the cost 
implication — high import 
tariffs that the retailer passes 
on; and thirdly, there is the 
thrill of anticipation as you 
await the return of a seasonal 
favourite, such as asparagus 
again. As you may have 
noticed. 1 find it difficult not to 
put asparagus with every¬ 
thing come the end of April. 

But there is an exception to 
every rule, and with me it is 
peas. 1 adore fresh peas with a 
passion; their lush sweetness 
is a real joy in the summer and 
yet. after cooking, they are 


Party Seven 


Beer-in-can experiments 
dale back to the 1930s, but the 
novelty tub of “keg" became 
the life and soul of the party in 
the 1960s and "70s. a rite of 
passage for a generation of 
students. The foil line-up in¬ 
cluded the immortal Wor¬ 
thington “E" and the wonder¬ 
working Double Diamond. 
Manchester brewers Bod- 
din gtons produced the “Bod- 


can", which although filtered, 
was not pasteurised. Ruddles, 
with its own rubber “bung", 
turned a generation of ale 
lovers on to the pregnant 
possibilities of “real" ale. thus 
ringing the death-knell of the 
Party Seven keg. The land¬ 
lord-supplied plastic contain¬ 
er or draught caught on 
briefly, before the prevailing 
reign of the American-style 
six-pack and widget began. 

Kate Stronach 


HENRY HARRIS’S CHEAT OF THE WEEK 


always a disap- j^HRI 
pointmenL There is 
rarely much sweet- W 
ness remaining. I 

After a little in- It 

vestigation I found | ^ 

out why it happens. * 

it is because from T* • 

the moment that ,-.W' : 
you pick your fresh l W 
peas the natural 
sugars contained wilhin begin 
to convert to starch. 

By the time they have been 
packed and shipped to a 
greengrocer and sat on the 
shelf for a day or two, the 
sugars have all but gone. 

Two solutions exist: for 
those lucky enough to grow 
their own, it really could not 
be any simpler. All you have to 
do is pick ’em. pod ’em and 
cook ’em. And then eat ’em. 

Those of us without a vtge- 


table garden must 
head for the freezer 
gi for a bag of tender 

E garden peas. Nor- 

maily fresh pro- 
IJ duce is always 

‘7 ' superior but peas 

^ are again an 

^ exception. 

I Because the pro¬ 
ducer takes all the 
previously mentioned steps in 
quick succession, we have a 
product to hand vastly superi¬ 
or to the fresh version avail¬ 
able in the shops. 

Here is my favourite way of 
using them, in a perfect 
“spring is here" dinner. 

Buttered lemon sole fillets 
with a pea and mint puree. 
You will need: 2 cups of frozen 
peas; 2tbsp unsalted butter: 3 
sprigs fresh mint; 2 tbsp creme 
fraiche: olive oil: 2 large lemon 


sole fillets; juice of half a 
lemon. 

Boil the peas in plenty of 
unsaltcd water until cooked, 
drain and transfer straight to 
a food processor and add the 
butter, mint and enhne 
fraiche. Season well with salt 
and pepper if the mixture is 
too thick, add some hot water. 
Meanwhile preheat the grill, 
brush the fish fillets with some 
of the olive oil and place under 
the grill for a couple of 
minutes until cooked. 

Divide the purfie on to two 
plates and top with fish. 
Finally, tip any cooking juices 
into a small bowl and add a 
little more olive oil together 
with the lemon juice, stir 
together and spoon this loose 
sauce over the fish. 

• The author is head chef 
at Harvey Nichols' fifth-floor 
restaurant in 
Knightsbridge. 








Jane MacQuitty 

Add sparkle to Easter celebrations 
and keep the clouds at bay with 
a few bottles of choice bubbly 



E aster, unlike Christ¬ 
mas. generally involves 
the arrangement of 
only one big meal — tomor¬ 
row's Sunday lunch. But. just 
like Christmas, most busy 
wine drinkers will still have a 
wide range of palates to ac¬ 
commodate this weekend: 
young and old. simple and 

sophisticated. 

Fizz is still the best spring 
bottle I know to raise the 
spirits, and plenty of places 
are offering champagne dis¬ 
counts now. Among them are 
Safeways 25 per cent discount 
on its own-label Albert 
Etienne Brut (£12.99 to £9.74), 
and Sainsbuiys reduction on 
its Extra Dry bubbly, from 
E 12.95 to £9.44. Better value 
still if you buy six for £8.97. 

But neither of these blends 
currently shine. Instead, try 
Sains billy’s gorgeous Char- 
donnay Brut from Moingeon 
in Burgundy — a real creamy, 
lemon and 
marzipan-stashed 
rrfethode cham- pi 

penoise snip at u 

£411 a bottle, or 
buy six for 0.90 HR 

each. _-ln( 

The only down- - 

side here is 
Sainsbmy’s drea- - MfV 

ry label, not what ■TfVzl 

you would expect 
from this Bank- 
side Gallery-sup- iTH 

porting super- T ' \ 
market JS design 
team take note. m/J m\ 

Alternatively, 
try a- more expen- 
sive transfer J ■ ’ 
method bubbly from Austra¬ 
lia; the rich, peachy, biscuit- 
scented 1996 Nottage Hill 
Sparkling Chardonnay from 
Hardy’s (Sainsbuiy’s. £5.76; 
Safeway. Fillers, Somerfield 
and Gateway. E6.99). 

As the weather has been so 
mixed of late, consider serving 
the youngest liveliest white 
wines from the newly arrived 
1997 vintage. Their fresh-as-a- 
daisy flavours will at least 
encourage sunny thoughts 
even when it’s pouring down. 

Lindemans’ new 1997 Bin 70 • 
is a fine, musky, grapey, 
invigorating spring blast with 
plenty of grassy, lime-scented 
fruit and a touch of oak on the 
finish (Oddbins and the Vic¬ 
toria Wine Company. £4.99). 

Chardonnay continues to be 
the safe white wine grape 
choice, so tuck into the dirt- 
cheap. appley. nutty 1997 
Louis Chatel Chardonnay. Vm 
de Pays dOc, E3.49 from 
FUllers. 

Rjr a classy white bur¬ 
gundy. check out Victoria 
Wine’s toothsome deal on the 
splendid, rich, hazelnut bis¬ 
cuit-scented 1995 Louis Jadot 
Chardonnay. £7.99 reduced to 
£6.49 a bottle if you buy two. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum, a bold, buttered- 
toasc bottle whose fat flavour 
could even handle Easter 
lamb is Fetzer’s 1995 Barrel 


Select Chardonnay (Tesco. 
£7.99; Safeway, £8.99). 

Easters main dish is Pas¬ 
chal lamb, and although you 
could serve a big white, its best 
partner is a tender, plummy 
beaujolais. The combination 
of the melt-in-the-mouth fla¬ 
vours of the new season’s rosy- 
pink lamb and a top, juicy 
beaujolais vintage year is a 
gastronomic treat 
The best value beaujolais 
I have lasted from the 1995 
vintage is Georges Duboeufs 
glorious, vibrant Beaujolais 
Villages, positively oozing 
with cherry and plum fruit 
(Thresher, Fullers, Tesco and 
Majestic Wine. £4.99). 

Britain’s drinkers have 
lapped up 10.000 cases of this 
wine, so stock up now before 
Duboeuf moves on to the 1996 
vintage, as it surely will soon. 
If you want to push die boat 
out try the richer, fruitier and 
more floral 1995 St Amour 
Domaine des 

g Pierres from 

Trichard (Majes¬ 
tic, £8.49). 

One 1996 that 2 
do approve of. 
and is also great 
value, is Somer- 
•" field and Gate- 

jfjf > way’s perfumed. 

P; . plummy 1996 

7 Brouilly. £6.49 a 

-jDp L J bottle and great 

with Easter lamb. 
■ H One step up in 
M H| intensity from' 

m «R Beaujolais. in the 

kP—■■ southernmost ex- 

***’ - - tremity of the Bur¬ 

gundy region, is a 
delicate pinot noir. Again, 
Victoria Wine has a good deal 
on its handsome, gamey. 1995 
Louis Jadot Pinot Noir (Vic¬ 
toria Wine. £7.99, or £6.49 if 
you buy two) with sufficient of 
this grape's ripe, plummy fruit 
not to overwhelm the first of 
the new season's lamb. 

I f, like me. you intend to 
spend the remainder of 
tomorrow gorging on 
Easter eggs, you will need 
something in your glass to 
refresh your palate between 
bites. Last week's dry. tangy 
Fenfolds Magill Tawny des¬ 
sert wine is still the best, 
cheapest, chocoholic bottle 1 
know, particularly if you buy 
it at £1 off at £4.99 from 
Victoria Wine Cellars. 

The upmarket, richer ver¬ 
sion of this is Seppelfs rich, 
toffee and walnut-licked DP 63 
Rutherglen Show Muscat 
(Oddbins, £7.49 a half-bottle). 

[f simnel cake, rather than 
chocolate, is your Easter in¬ 
dulgence. try a siuprisingfy 
good kirsch, Hoppe’s Kirsch 
de Cuisine (Sainsbuiys £735, 
Thresher, Wine Rack and 
Bottoms Up, £7.99), with its 
strong, liquid marzipan scent 
and bitter, cherry liquor. 
Happy Easter. 

NEXT WEEK; 

English wines 



1997 Ironstone 
Semlllon-Chardonnay, 
Western Australia, 

Unwins, £6.19; Majestic 
Wine, Tesco and Fullers, 
£649. 

David Hohnen's latest 
Western Australia pair makes 
a great Easter duo. The 
white is an 
fej invigorating 
lemon and 
grapefruit 

zest- 

slashed 

" -?• 3 wine With 
■ a ale ^ 0601 

§ sprmg-into- 
summer bottle. 
3S3EBH as great with 
wSsSB food as it is 
without. 


1997 Ironstone Shlraz- 
Grenache, Western 
Australia, stockists and 
prices as left, and at Janies 
Nicholson, 27a 
Kilty! eagh Street, Crossgar, 
Co Down, £6.49. 

This year's blend is a 
shiraz-grenache combo. 
Spicy. 

earthy tones 
from the 
shiraz. while 
grenache 
grapes from old 
vines give 
an intriguing 
sweet yet 
bitter cherry 
hole. 

Splendid to see 
Ironstone 
continue with Its 
14.5 per 
cent alcohol 
content. 



BEST OF THE REST 

atagsa --- - 

Vjnrtory S*ni.lon (£5%. bS+ESS SSS " 8 ‘“ 
Western Shiraz and Cabernet drop £1 j£,^ t ^ 49 
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The Times Cook 


A week is a long time in the creative 


laboratory that is the cook's kitchen 
- but just what is eaten, when and why? 


S ometimes I am asked whal 
food wrilers cat at home. A 
week’s menus will show the 
thinking behind my rook¬ 
ing. how 1 use mainly what is in 
Msisun. how I utilise leftovers, and 
how I plan menus. 

At some stage, almost all of my 
cooking finds its way into my 
writing. When I write cookery 
books. I write the recipes that I 
have cooked at home. 1 do not cook 
my way through the vegetable 
chapter, the pasta chapter, the fish 
chapter and so on. 

If what I hove cooked is not well 
received. I probably never cook it 
again — and 1 certainly never write 
about it. 1 was pleased to read that 
Marcella Hazan writes her cookery 
books in the same way. 

A recent week was as representa¬ 
tive as any. On Sunday, old friends 
came for a late Sunday lunch. The 
day before. I made a terrine of 
skate, smoked salmon and cour¬ 
gettes. and chocolate pots. 

These two dishes meant that I 
would need to spend only minimal 





time away from our guests at 
lunch. The main course was 
znmpone with lentils and mashed 
potatoes. Good-tempered vegeta¬ 
bles like these, once cooked, can be 
kept warm for half an hour or more 
on heat diffusers. 

The zampone simmered in its foil 
bag until cooked, whereupon I 
drained and sliced it. and served it 
on a bed of lentils, with the potatoes 
served separately. Green salad and 
two excellent farmhouse Cheddars. 
Montgomery and Keene's, 
followed. After the chocolate pots, 
made with dark chocolate and soya 
■cream" there was dessert of fruit, 
nuts and marrons glares. 

Monday’s dinner started with an 
avocado and waxy potato salad, 
with walnuts and an orange and 
walnut vinaigrette. The main 
course has been a Monday-night 
fixture for many years: a poi- 
roasted chicken with vegetables, 
and. separately, basmati rice 
cooked in the oven. 

Blueberries stirred into yoghurt 


followed. Of all the berry fruit, 
blueberries keep best: 1 bought four 
canons on their scl 1-by-date for 
half-price and they kepi for another 
week in the refrigerator. 

Fennel, tomato and chicory made 
a crisp salad to start Tuesday’s 
dinner. I followed it with a favour¬ 
ite pasta dish — spaghetti Geno¬ 
vese. with small waxy potatoes, 
green beans, and a pesto whizzed 
up from two packets of basil, a 
handful of pinenuts. a heel of Par¬ 
mesan and some and some olive oil 
from Mani in Greece: green, fruity 
and delicious. 

When I walked past Steele's, our 
local butcher in Hampstead, on 
Wednesday morning. 1 saw they 
had lamb shanks. Irresistible. I 
bought two and made a slow- 
cooked casserole with olives, white 
wine, carrots and onions. We 
started dinner with the last slice of 
the skate terrine. 

On Thursday. 1 made the second 
of our vegetable-based meals, of 
which 1 usually make three or four 
a week. 1 found fresh okra at Brian 
Lay’s, my local greengrocer. This I 
cut up, dipped in a thick commeal 
batter, and deep-fried in olive-oil. 

1 made a vegetable gumbo with 
more okra, beans, courgettes, car¬ 
rots, onions, fennel, small waxy 
potatoes and chilli, and served this 
with rice. The blueberries turned 
up again in a crumble, but before I 
put on the lopping. I poached the 
berries in home-made sloe gin. 

The piece de resistance on Friday 
was a fillet cut from a huge Gulf red 
snapper that 1 saw in the window of 
Hampstead Seafoods. It was a fine 
piece of fish: dense, sweet, and. it 
has to be said, quite chewy. I 
cooked it in the oven with olive oil 
and fino on a bed of fennel and red 
pepper. Monkfish, cod or halibut 
can be cooked the same way. With 
it we drank chilled, fresh fino. 

On Saturday. I made a vegetable 
lasagne, preceded by a green salad. 
Potatoes, spread with pesto, and 
leeks made up one layer, grilled 
aubergine, fennel and red pepper, 
the second. I used up the remaining 
raw vegetables to make a stunning 
vegetable Juice, whizzing it all 
through the Magiraix. The residue 
made an excellent vegetable stock 
used in Sunday’s braised pork. 

I used the leftover red snapper, 
blended to a cream in the food 
processor, to stuff some pimentos 
del Piquillo. a can of which I 



Frances Bissell 


bought in Spain. The main course 
was a knuckle of froerange pork, 
an inexpensive cut of meat, braised 
slowly with fino. aromatics and 
rice. 1 thinned down the commeal 
batter, added more flour, and made 
crepes to serve with the rest of the 
blueberries and sloe gin. 

Skate, smoked salmon and 
courgette terrine 

Serves 8 _ 

4 sheets or teaspoons gelatine 
600ml each good dry white 
wine and water _ 

1 celery stalk, chopped _ 

Slice of fresh ginger (optional) 

Piece of orange zest _ 

2 bay leaves_ 


1 sprig of tarragon and thyme 

Handful of parsley stalks _ 

Itsp peppercorns _ 

2tsp salt __ 

1 kg skate, carefully sliced 

from the bone _ 

2S0g smoked salmon trimmings 

200g light cream cheese 
or creme fralche _ 

4 courgettes, sliced lengthways 
and blanched untfl tender _ 

Soak the gelatine by just covering it 
with cold water, taken from the 
measured amount. Simmer the 
aromatics and skate bones in the 
remaining liquid in a saucepan for 
30 minutes. Strain them into a 


wide, shallow pan. Carefully lower 
the fish into the simmering 
court bouillon and poach for about 
five minutes. Remove the fish 
carefully and drain it on a clean 
towel or kitchen paper. 

Strain the cooking liquid and 
measure out just over 450ml into a 
jug. Stir in the softened gelatine 
until it has dissolved. Season the 
liquid to taste, bearing in mind that 
as it cools, the flavour will weaken. 
Remaining stock can be used for 
soup. Put to one side any large 
strips of smoked salmon, as these 
can form a layer in the tenine. 
Blend the rest with the cream 
cheese 150ml gelatine liquid. 

Layer the fish, smoked salmon 

ALAN ADLER 
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cream and enurgenes in a one-kilo 
tenine lined with cling film. Fbur 
on as much of the remaining 
gelatine liquid as the terrine will 
hold. Cover and refrigerate until 
set. Turn out. slice and accompany 
with satad leaves and a vinaigrette, 
dill mayonnaise or spicy tomato 
and horseradish sauce. 

Baked Gulf rad snapper 

Serves2to3 _ 

1 red pepper __ 

1 onion, peeled and thinly sliced 

1 fennel bub, trimmed and sliced 

into thin wedges _ 

2 to 3tbsp extra virgin 

olive oil _ 

2 to 3 tbsp fino _ 

Thick piece of Gulf red snapper 
Met, 400 to SOOg 


2tsp black olives 


Fresh mint or coriander 


Salt 


Pepper 


V> lemon or orange 


A few thin sl ices of chorizo or cured 
ham, shredded if desired _ 

Bed the pepper, quarter it. discard 
the seeds and cut into strips. Put in 
a shallow ovenproof dish with the 
onion and fennel, add half the oil 
and wine, cover with foil and cook 
in the oven or on top of the stove 
until the vegetables are soft. 

Season the fish with salt, pepper 
and the grated citrus zest and juice. 
Place it on top of the vegetables, 
first cutting it into serving pieces, if 
you wish. Add the rest of the olive 
oil and fino. the dives, and a 
tablespoon or two of chopped fresh 



herbs. Cover with foil, and cook in 
file oven at 180C, gas mark 4, for 
about 30 minutes. Halfway 
through, add chorizo or ham. 

Blueberry, sloe gin and almond 
crumble 

Serves 4 _ 

350g blueberries _ 

100ml sloe gin 


lOOg flour 


75g butter 


SOg ground almonds 


75g fight muscovado sugar _ 

40g flaked or chopped almonds 

Simmer the blueberries in the sloe 
gin for a few minutes. Sweeten if 


THE PERFECT 

PRAWN COCKTAIL 


SOME like their prawn codi¬ 
tails made with jumbo 
shrimp from tropical waters 
— bat for sweet, fresh juici¬ 
ness. Greenland prawns are 
hard to beat: shell them or 
buy them shell-off. And, as 
you will see bdow in Con¬ 
suming Interests, nothing 
compares to the homemade 
variety. 


■ YOU NEED, for each per¬ 
son, 2-3 heaped tablespoons 
(50-75g) shelled North Sea 
prawns, some iceberg lettuce 
or some small, peppery salad 
leaves, a little vodka (option¬ 
al). mayonnaise (optional), 
tomato juice, grated horse¬ 
radish. freshly ground pep¬ 
per. Tabasco, squeeze of lime, 
lime zest and a Martini glass. 

■ METHOD: Shred the ice¬ 
berg and put it or the salad 
leaves in (he bottom of the 
Martini glass. Heap the 
prawns on top. draining the 
juice into a small jug. Add the 
rest of the ingredients except 
the lime zest, whisk and pour 
over the prawns. 

■ TO SERVE. Garnish with 
a twist of lime and serve your 
prawn cocktail or seafood 
Martini with a dash of pride 
and a hint of irony. 


NEXT WEEK: 

The perfect roast chicken 


necessary, but the gin should be 
sweet enough. Spoon the fruit into 
individual ram duns. Rub the but¬ 
ter and flour together, stir in file 
ground almonds and sugar, keep¬ 
ing the mixture loose. 

Spoon the crumble over the fruit, 
and scatter the almonds on top. 
Bake at 200 C. gas mark 6, for IS 
minutes. 

Serve hot or warm, with a 
custard or crime angtaise and a 
little more sloe gin. If you do not 
make your own, the Plymouth Gin 
company has started making a 
good sloe gin. as well as a 
companion damson gin. 

e Frame*® Bfmfl 1998 

NEXT WEEK: 

Delicacies 


CONSUMING INTERESTS: PRAWN COCKTAILS 




■ A neighbouring column brings you the 
drinks dial time forgot Here you have 
the equivalent in food. Most retailers’ idea of 
ready-made prawn cocktail is all too reminis¬ 
cent of British catering before the invention of 


The Good Food Guide. The sauces are simply 
frightful and the "serving suggestions" usually 
amount to no more than adding a salad leaf or 
two. Anyone want to jean me in a Prawn 
Protection Society? ROBIN YOUNG 



Safeway Prawn Cocktail, 
f 1.99 for200g. 

Claims: "Succulent North 
Atlantic prawns in a 
mayonnaise dressing." 
Verdict The prawns were 
sepulchred beneath, not 
mixed in. the sauce. Wry 
ihe packing was not done in 
reverse order, so the 1950s- 
redolent sauce could have 
been more of a dip and 
less of a barrier cream. 

SI Michael Ready to Eat 
prawn Cocktail, £1.99for 
JOOg. 

Claims: "Large, succulent 
prawns in a traditional 
cocktail dressing." The 
French ingredients list reveals 
that prawns form just 37 
q per cent of the recipe. 

Verdict Ingredients 
include glucose syrup, spirit 
vinegar, modified starch 
and onion powder. The tender 
, prawns retained some 

flavour, but were inundated 
B in tasteless pale pink 
sloop-* 1 * 


Tesco Prawn Cocktail 

£1.99for200g. 

Claims: “Succulent 
prawns in a delicious cocktail 
sauce. Ready to eat" 

Verdict: There was much 
more mayonnaise, smelling 
like booled salad cream 
and tasting of vinegar, than 
there were prawns in the 
tub. Far content at 40.4 per 
cent was high, though only 
33 per cent was saturates.* 

Asda Prawn Cocktail. 

£1.49 for200g. 

Claims “Ready to eat. 
Although every care has been 
taken to remove shell, 
some small pieces may 
remain." 

Verdict The prawns 
seemed shell-free, but they. 
were obliterated in vast 
amounts of a distasteful sauce 
(making the product 36.6 
per cent fat). No star 

Harrods Marie Rose 
prawns. £3.99 for lOOg. 
Claims: “Mediterranean 


prawns in a sauce of 
cream, brandy, tomato 
ketchup, seasoning and 
dill." 

Verdict: in a class of their 
own. Four times the price of 
the nearest competilprs, 
but more than four times as 
good. The delicious dill- 
flavoured sauce was good 
enough to be licked up to 
the last drop. 

Exceptional.★★★★★ 

Salisbury's Prawn 
Cocktail, ElD9for200g. 
C laims : “Now with 10 per 
cent extra prawns." 

Verdict: The overpowering 
effect of the brutally clumsy 
beige coloured sauce that 
obliterates all flavour from 
the tough-textured prawn 
corpses is easily explained 
when one sees that it is 
compounded with tomato 
ketchup, British fortified 
wine, English mustard paste, 
lemon juice concentrate, 
anchovy paste, acetic arid and 
Tabasco sauce. No star 


CHAMPAGNE 
SUPER VALUE 

Perarjlel Wine Market 

Calais 

Prices start at 63 francs a bottle. 
M^More than 70 Champagnes in stodc 
r^aBourgogne, Bordeaux. RhGne, Loire, Alsace. 


MORE 

FOOD & DRINK 



Jonathan 
Meades on 
L’Escargot, 
London, plus 
Blair’s Cool 
Britannia 


Sweet passions among rations 


" *¥" suppose it's hard to 
I imagine a Prime Minis- 

A ter as a baby," says 
Terry Major-Ball as he recalls 
the food he ate during his 
Second World War childhood. 
“When John was a baby 1 used 
to pinch a little bit of his milk 
powder. The sweet ration was 
very small and often you 
couldn’t get any. I discovered if 
you put three parts dry milk 
powder, one part oocoa and a 
little bit of fresh milk to wet it 
down you could make a thick 
paste. You could roll it out, cut 
it up and then air-dry it to 
make these little sweets. John 
never teemed to notice that a 
little bit of milk was gone,’ 1 he 
laughs. 

This ruse excepted. Terry 
Major-Ball is not nostalgic 
about his chiidhood diet He 
sniffs at the notion that the 
spartan rationing was healthi¬ 
er than its modem equivalent 
“That was what the Ministry 
of Food told us at the time. It 
was true in that you tended to 
eat more vegetables — but that 
was simply because there 
wasn’t much meat about.” he 
says. 

Food at home didn’t start 
auspiciously. His father joked 



Terry Major-Bait “We 
were soft on animals” 


If Terry Major-Ball needed a treat, he had to improvise 
- and that meant filching milk from little brother John 


that when he married, his 
mother “was the wily lady he 
knew that could bum water". 
Things did change for the 
better and his mother devel¬ 
oped into what he calls “a 
great cook, who made good 
solid English meals. She was 
also a marvellous pastiy chef 
and she used to make delicious 
cakes. 

"She would make what we 
called maids of honour, which 
were little jam-filled caJces, 
usually topped with ground 
almonds which during the 
war were topped with ground 
rice.” His mother’s shepherd's 
pies were "a good way of 
making the meat go further" 
and her soused herrings “a bit 
like roll mop herrings, but 
spiced more". 

Another bygone snack he 
remembers was sheep's brains 
on toast. 

"I don’t suppose many 
people eat it now with the 
scares." he says. 

As both Mr Major-Ball’S 
parents came from north of 
Watford, blade pudding was a 
regular breakfast item. His 
father “always had a cooked 
breakfast eggs and bacon or 
eggs and gammon. He had 
that virtually every morning’'. 

But how was this produced 
with a war on? “The gentle¬ 
man who lived next door kept 
pigs. We didnt object to hav¬ 
ing them in our back garden, 
as in return we would get 
some bacon when it was 
killed." 

A nother must for Major 
Senior was roast din¬ 
ner on a Sunday. “1 
remember mother was always 
able to make a roast because 
we kept chickens and rabbits. 
As I recall, to keep chickens 
you had to give up part of your 
egg ration and that you were 
allowed a certain amount of 
chicken meaL" 

Although this provided a 
supply of fresh meat for roast¬ 
ing every Sunday there was 
still the problem of having to 
slaughter the animals. “We 
were all a bit soft with animals 
in our family, so no one would 
kill them or eat them. The man 
next door kept chickens as 
wed, so we would eat his 
chickens and he would eat 
ours. That way nobody had to 
eat their own animals. He did 
all the slaughtering.” 

It was his father's habit of 
eating late at night that left the 


HOME COOKING 


greatest impression on Mr 
Major-Ball's later eating hab¬ 
its. "My father always had a 
cooked supper at about 10pm 
and I’d have something with 


him. As a result, when 1 was 
first married I always used to 
do the same — until after 38 
years of marriage my wife has 
got me down to a cup of tea 
and a sandwich." 


JOE WARWICK Young Terry and father 



Eat our 
words. 


If you love 
food, you’ll 

relish Food Illustrated, 
the brand-new monthly 
magazine devoted to 
all things culinary. Among 
its pages you’ll find fresh 
and innovative features, 
irresistible recipes and tips 
on entertaining, as well 
as articles on restaurants, 



chefs, bakers and 
brewers. You’ll 
also find pages with 
an international 
flavour - the latest food 
trends from Stockholm to 
the streets of Miami. 

To savour the whole 
eating experience, feast 
your eyes each month on 
Food Illustrated. 


New issue out now 


i 


Food tilustrated s published monthly by John Brown Publishing 
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8 • home life 



I f today’s copy of The Times is still 
called The Times, the Editor's life 
will not be worth living. I sent him a 
fax last Monday to suggest it might be a 
better idea to rename today's edition of 
the paper David Bowker on Saturday, 
and that rather than waste time talking 
about themselves every week, the other 
columnists should each write 800 words 
about David Bowker and how he has 
enriched their lives. 

My fax was originally intended to be a 
joke. But when f thought about it my 
demands did not seem unreasonable. 
After all, who makes you buy The Times 
every Saturday? C"est moi, natureUe- 
ment . But does the Editor show his 
appreciation with flowers, chocolates 
and “thank you" notes? Sadly not 
I experienced the same baffling lack of 
recognition on Tuesday. My local ama¬ 
teur dramatics society is rehearsing a 
production of the Scottish play. Because I 
only joined recently, i have not been 
given much to do. Ail the juiciest roles 
have gone to the society's longest serving 
members, which is why Lady Macbeth is 
100 years old and Macbeth has to use an 
inhaler during the fight scenes, 
i play various spear-carriers, voices off 


Nothing to admit b ut my genius 

The man was virtually admitting that I 
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and men in kilts. My only line of 
dialogue is: “The Queen, my Lord, i$ 
dead", which is Macbeth's cue to drone 
on about all our yesterdays lighting fools 
the way to dusty death. 

Normally, I just say my line and exiL 
But tonight I tried to spice things up a bit 
.1 stayed on stage until Macbeth said: 
“Out, out, brier candle", then walked 
over and gave him a pat on the back. 
Philip.' the director, asked me what I 
thought I was doing. 

I said: “I was improvising.’' 

Philip went red in the face: "One does 
not improvise Shakespeare." 

“I thought it needed livening up." 
"Don't dunk. Just say your line and get 
off.” I stood my ground: "I cant do that 
Philip. I don't believe the -messenger 
would be that callous. I've just told the 
King that his wife's dead. I think my 
character needs to show a bit more 
sympathy here." 

Through denched teeth, Philip said: 
"You haven't got a character. You’ve got 


SEVEN LONG DAYS 


David Bowker accepts a challenge. 
this time, a week being a prima donm 


one line. Either play the 
scene as written, or I'll find 
someone else who can.” 

“Right," I retorted. “Find 
someone else. Because I 
refuse to be directed by an 
amateur any longer.” With 
this. I stormed on. Admit¬ 
tedly, my walk-out would 
have been more effective if I 
had had somewhere to 
storm off to. Instead, I had 



to hang around for another two hours 
until the rehearsal ended because 
Macduff was giving me a lift home. 

On Friday I had lunch with ray literary 
agent He was excited by a book that V 


have written about myself 
called On Being Truly Gift¬ 
ed. After lunch. 1 went back 
to my agent's office and 
was puzzled to see that his 
bookshelves were cram¬ 
med with books by other 
people. “What’s all this 
rubbish?” I demanded. 

My agent looked con¬ 
fused. “Books."he said. “By 

my other clients." 

“I*m David Bowker," F reminded him. 
“You don't need other clients." 

"im afraid I do." he said. “What if 
nobody buys your work? How will l feed 
my wtfe and children?" I was disgusted 


The man was virtually admitting that his 
own family took priority over my career. 
I fired him and stormed off. 

On Saturday l went w see a Lord 
Lloyd-Webber musical. I satin the front 
row because, for a person of my talent, 
only the best is good enough. My fellow 
theatre-goers recognised me from my 
photograph in The Tunes but coyly 
pretended not to know me. 

However, as the final curtain fell, the 
audience gave me a standing ovation. I 
knew they”were applauding me, because 
no one in their right mind would have 
applauded the fiasco on the stage. 

I turned to face my public and bowed 
Then I looked over my shoulder and saw' 
the entire cast were bowing to me. I 
glanced up at die Royal Box and saw 
Lord Lloyd-Webber himself. He. too, was 
applauding — bur not bowing. Probably 
thought he was too important to bow to a 
mere writer. Feeling betrayed I made a 
scene and stormed off. 
mJane Shilling is oMiy 
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Scientists hope to diagnose illnesses by using an electronic nose to analyse a patient’s odour, Nigel Hawkes reports 


CAMERA PRESS 




The doctor says you 



Electronic nose machine developed at Warwick University 



il 




|he breath of those 
with typhoid fever is 
said to smdl like 
freshly baked brown 
bread, while diabetics have the 
scent of old apples. These 
curious facts are unlikely to be 
of much practical use to most 
ofus, but they are beginning to 
interest doctors. 

Tf kidney failure gives the 
breath an odour of stale urine, 
while a slightly sweet aroma 
around a child can suggest 
viral disease, why not make 
use of such clues to aid diagno¬ 
sis? Doctors have probably 
done so. half-unconsciously, 
since medicine began. In the 
past few years, groups in 
Britain and the United States 
have started trying to put the 
method on a sounder footing. 
To achieve that something 
more sophisticated than die 
human nose is needed. 


I’ve got it on the nose 


M any people think it is pretentious to 
sniff wine. It is not It is essential. 
The mistaken assumption that aro¬ 
ma and bouquet are for wine bores is all part of 
an underestimation of the power of the nose. 
Wine experts gather more information with 
their nostrils than they do with their taste-buds. 

Indeed, so highly tuned is my own sense of 
smell that, after correctly identifying a wine 
from a glass, f can identify which of my 
assembled guests has drunk out of it. My sister 
Miranda and 1 used to enliven the dreary 
business of washing up after a dinner party by 
me sniffing out which glass was whose. 

It is hard to say quite when I realised that my 
sense of smell was my four deforce. Certainty 
as a child my earliest 
memories are linked to 
smell. The scent of my 
mother’s superb cooking, 
the heady scent of the 
Iceberg climbing rose that 
I sat opposite while I read 
my first book aged four, 
the peculiarly green tom¬ 
ato fug of the hothouse, 
where I could filch ripened 
tomatoes straight from the 
vine. 

Looking back. I can see it 
was no coincidence that 
my mother always asked 
me to season her soups and 
to make the salad 
dressings and not my less 
organoleptically skilled 
brother or sister. 

Most of us make little 
use of our noses. With 
survival no longer depen¬ 
dent on our ability to 
forage for food, smdl has 
been demoted to the lowest 
division of our senses. 

However, the olfactory 



Wine experts need their noses 


bulb, a peanut-sized part of die brain directly 
above the nose in the centre of the forehead, is 
capable of remarkable things. It is by receiving 
information, interpreting it and then passing it 
on to the cerebral cortex for further examina¬ 
tion. that we are capable of assessing the 
individual and collective orchestra of smells in. 
say, a greatly aged vintage red wine; and that 
we are capable of detecting as little as one part 
in a hundred million billion. Life can be so 
much more fun if we revel in our ability to 
smell. 

Like other mothers 1 can tell you correctly, 
blindfolded, which child was wearing what 


clothes by smell Babies and most children 
tend to smell sweet and often milky until they 
reach puberty. And mothers with a heightened 
sense of smell soon learn that any change in 
this odour needs watching. 

I remember my eldest daughter at the age of 
two and a half developing a weird, almost 
oniony smell that lingered for weeks with no 
obvious reason — until she came down with 
chicken pox. a childhood illness that can take 
three weeks to incubate- By the time our 
younger daughter was hatching it some years 
later, I had the smell mentally tagged and 
knew what we were in for. Any slight sour note 
emanating from our three children is always 
an accurate harbinger of illness ahead. 

If you fed you have lost 
the art of smelL don’t 
worry: the more you use it 
the more accurate it gets. 
Start on something like a 
ripe French cheese and 
compare it blind, with a 
mild Cheddar. To begin 
with you may not be able to 
smell the Cheddar at alL 
But after a week or so its 
delicate flavour will be 
etched on your brain. 

Along with many other 
mental skills, it is possible 
to have a genetic natural 
ability to smell welL l 
suspect that the DNA of 
tea-tasters, perfume 
“noses" and wine special¬ 
ists may well Show a simi¬ 
lar genetic propensity to 
sniff with skill. 

The perfume industry 
plays up tile evocative as¬ 
pect of scent l can in¬ 
stantly recall the odour of 
my boarding-school cloak¬ 
room, a combination of 


Breath contains more than 
400 organic chemicals pro¬ 
duced by the body. They find 
their way into the breath in 
just the same way as alcohol, 
through a fine tissue called the 
pulmonary alveolar mem¬ 
brane which separates the air 
in the lungs from the blood 
circulating through the blood 
vessels. The ability of chemi¬ 
cals to cross this barrier makes 
possible the accuracy of the 
dreaded Breathalyser. 

Not even the most dedicated 
human sniffer could detect 
more than a fraction of these 
chemicals, though a dog might 
do better. The answer lies in 
an electronic nose, trained to 
detect the chemicals character¬ 
istic of a particular disease, or 
to provide far more rapid 
identification of an infectious 
agent such as a bacterium. 

At Warwick Uni¬ 
versity, an elec¬ 
tronic nose origin¬ 
ally developed to 
detect off-odours in 
beer is proving a 
handy diagnosti¬ 
cian. It has already 
shown it can ident¬ 
ity ketosis, a cattle 
disease, from the 
raised levels of ke¬ 
tones in the cows' 
breath. In tests re¬ 
ported in Measure¬ 
ment Science and 
Technology, Dr Ju¬ 
lian Gardner of 
Warwick and col¬ 
leagues showed 
that it can identity 
the bacterium Sta¬ 
phylococcus aureus 
100 per cent of the 
time, and E. c oil 92 
per cent of the time. 

He envisages it 
as a quicker, easier 
method far identi¬ 
fying common 
pathogens in 
swabs taken from 
the ear, nose, 
throat or other 
parts of the body. 

“At present these have to be 
sent to a laboratory, grown in 
culture, then stained and clas¬ 
sified." he said. “It can take 
one to two weeks. We should 
be able to do the same job in 
one to two hours." 



Diabetics 
are said to 
have the 
scent of 
old apples, 
a fact 
that has 
aroused 
the interest 
of doctors 
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linseed oil and Vaseline-laced lacrosse sticks, 
muddy boots and dirty coconut mats. 

A much happier smell memory is that of my 
mother leaning over my bed when 1 was a Little 
girl to kiss me goodnight, all dressed up to go 
out with my father and wearing a perfume 
called R&ve d"Or, discontinued in the 1950s. 

Years later 1 was helping my parents move 
house and my mother had discovered a 
forgotten bottle. 1 had not smelt it for years — 
but I recognised ft immediately. 

Jane MacQuitty 

The Times wine correspondent 




nd the technology is 
dose at hand. Al¬ 
ready there are three 
.British companies 
selling electronic noses, devel¬ 
oped either at Warwick or at 
the University of Manchester 
Institute of Science and Tech¬ 
nology. Between 200 and 300 
machines are sold eveiy year. 
Dr Gardner said, with the 
food and drink industry being 
the biggest customer. 

Electronic noses use an ar¬ 
ray of polymer-based sensors, 
whose electrical resistance 
changes when they detea a 
particular chemical. They are 
“trained" using a neural net. a 
computer based loosely on the 
architecture of the human 
brain. Within a few yeans. Dr 
Gardner expects the noses to 


be able to^ctetea from half a 
dozen to a dozen common 
pathogens, and to distinguish 
between bacterial and fungal 
infections. He also experts 
them to be on sale at a price 
that a GP* surgery codW 
afford — say £ 1 . 000 . / 

Diagnosing disease from a 
patient's breath might be trick¬ 
ier, he admitted. “We succeed¬ 
ed with die cows because they 
have a very predictable diet," 
he said. “But with a patient 
who had been drinking, or 
eating curries, it would obvi¬ 
ously be harder. It might work 
better in a hospital, where diet 
can be controlled.” 

In Inverness. Dr George 
Dodd, a former head of the 
Warwick unit, hopes to use an 
electronic nose to ^Siagnese 
schizophrenia, building^'-on 
work by Dr Ian Glen and'eof- 
leagues. ' in'"'the 
Highland Psychi¬ 
atric Research; 
Group who have 
shown success with 
a skin test for the 
disease.' The as¬ 
sumption is that 
schizophrenia is 
caused by abnor¬ 
mal fatty adds in 
the membranes 
surrounding the 
brain cells. The 
group, backed by 
Scotia Pharma¬ 
ceuticals, has 
shown that schizo¬ 
phrenics are defi¬ 
cient in two fatty 
adds — arachid- 
onic and dooosa- 
hexaenoic. If they 
are missing, said 
Dr Glen, they must 
have gone some¬ 
where, and it is a 
reasonable bet that 
they were being 
oxidised and going 
into the breath. If 
so. they ought in 
theory to be detect- 
able as breakdown 
products. 

Some years ago. Professor 
Michael Phillips of New York 
Medical College used chemi¬ 
cal analysts to show that the 
breath of schizophrenics con¬ 
tains significantly higher lev¬ 
els of pentane and carbon 
disulphide than controls. He 
examined breath samples 
from 25 schizophrenics,- 26 
people with other mental ill¬ 
nesses and 38 normal people. 
He found he could success¬ 
fully distinguish 20 out of the 
25 schizophrenics by this test 
alone. To my great surprise, 
there is a reasonable separa¬ 
tion between people with 
schizophrenia and those with¬ 
out." he said. 

Professor Phillips believes 
that one day people will go for 
"breathograms" to screen 
them for illnesses ranging 
from cancer to gastric ulcers. 
Dr Gardner says that diagnos¬ 
ing a cancer through the 
breath may be over-ambitious, 
but monitoring its progress 
during treatment might be 
possible quite soon. 


■ The creature with the 
most acute sense of smell is 
the emperor moth. It can 
detect a virgin female at 6.8 
miles (11km). There is also 
evidence to suggest that the 
polar bear can detect seals 
from 40 miles (64km) away 
and has the most highly 
developed sense of smell of 
the bear family. Dogs have 
290 mQIion more smelling 
cells than humans. 

■ Top turn-on smells for 
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women: liquorice, 
cucumber, baby powder. A 
survey in Chicago last year 
concluded that the smell of 
liquorice increased blood 
flow to sexual areas by 14 
per cent (10 percent is 
considered “significant 
arousal"). 

■ Top turn-on smells for 
men: lavender, vanilla, 
strawberry, oriental spice. 

■ A woman’s sense of smell 
is better than a man's. 


TURNONS FDR MEN 


■ Smells can help you 
remember events from 
more than 50 years ago. 
This is because smdl is 
controlled by a primitive 
section of the brain and 
produces a much stronger 
recall than photographs. 

■ Nerve cells inside the 
nose are capable of 
detecting more than 10.000 
chemical smells. 

Deborah King 


ONS FOR WOMEN 
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Go native 
and bring 

back life to 
your garden 

British plants will attract 
creatures and ensure your g ai clert 
thrives, says Stephen Anderton 


DES JENSON 


I t is too easy to think that 
committed eoo-gardeners 
belong to the old-tyres- 
and-carpet school of gar¬ 
dening. How refreshing it 
was. then, to go recently to a 
lecture by Flora for Fauna, the 
charity run by the Duchess of 
Hamilton, which seeks to 
push us gardeners into grow¬ 
ing more native plants. 

Tyres were never men¬ 
tioned. Carpets didnt figure at 
all. Instead, we were treated to 
9 a preview of a grand, sophisti¬ 
cated, classical pavilion 20ft 
tall, which is to be the focus of 
Christie's Chelsea Show 
garden this year. The tower 
has been designed by George 
Carter to be an Empire State of 
wildlife, and a potential home 
to dozens of species. 

Every ledge, aperture, over¬ 
hang and underhang is de¬ 
signed to welcome something. 
Lattice walls and internal radi¬ 
al strutwork offer maximum 
opportunities for nesting. 

In the octagonal gazebo 
which forms the base of die 
tower, there are nest boxes 
everywhere, in and out. to 
attract the likes of pied wag- 
. tails, spotted fly-catchers and 
> swallows. 

On the middle deck, tree 
sparrows are expected — a 
species whose numbers have 
fallen by 94 per cent in the past 
25 years. 

Up in the top deck, there win 
be suitable nesting places for 
martins and swifts, and a 
roost for pipistrelle bats. 
Houses are generally too well 
made nowadays for bats to get 
in and make a home, but this 
tower will be tailor-made for 
both kinds of pipistrelles. 

It is a clever building. The 
principle it proposes, that a 
sophisticated garden feature 
can also be an efficient haven 
for wildlife, is m>e which 
deserves to be applied more 
widely to all garden buildings. 

But why bother? Aren’t bird 
freaks just as single-minded, 
and even short-sighted, about 
their own agenda as garden¬ 
ers are about gardening? Do 
we really want to grow native 
plants in gardens just for the 
sake of the wildlife? 

' Flora for Fauna’s answer is 
straightforward. It does not 
wish to ban non-native or 
highly-bred plants. But it 
wants us to use as many 
natives as we can. Every 
native flower or tree helps in 
the larger conservation 
picture. . 

Gardens have a major role 
to play in conservation. They 
cover more than a million 
acres in Britain today. Accord¬ 
ing ro Chris Mead, director of 
the British Trust for Ornithol¬ 
ogy, gardens are now a vital 
sanctuary for wildlife, in con¬ 
trast to the green desert of 
monocultures that is the mod¬ 
em agricultural landscape. 

The practical value of grow¬ 
ing natives in gardens is 
twofold. From a gardener's 
1 mint of view, having some 
native trees or shrubs makes a 
warden look as if rt belongs to 
its local area, and stops it 
locking like an off-the-peg 
carden centre display. More 


NATIVE PLANTS 


■ Native plants especially 
useful to wildlife 

Trees: oak. hornbeam. 
smaB-leaved lirae, birch, 
goat willow, grey willow, 
hazel, hawthorn, 
blackthorn, box, yew. 
Shrubs: gadder rose; 
wayfaring tree: spindle 

dogwood, dog rose, ivy, old 

man's beard. 

Herbaceous plants leasJe. 
yellow flag iris, oxeye daisy, 
cow parsley, nettle, 
foxglove, purple loosestrife, 
red campion, soapwoit 
columbine, musk mallow, 
cornflower, scabious, 
marjoram, common violet, 
primrose, cowslip, wild 
strawberry, male and lady 
ferns: 

■ Numbers of insect 
species associated with 
native trees: oak 284, wiBow 
266. birth 229, hawthorn 
149. blackthorn 109. Scots 
pine 9L aider 90. elm 82. 
hard 73. beech 64. ash 41. 
lime 31. 

■ Native plants suitable to 
your area: there is nows 
database of plants native to 
your area according to post 
code on the Internet 
(http://ffijihnLac.uk/flf/). 
The Postcode Plants 
Database is a joint venture 
between Flora for Fanna. 
the Natural History 
Museum and the Rinal 
MaiL 

■ Boxes for birds, bats, 
insects, hedgehogs etc a 
wide range of high-quality 
“woodcrcte™ nest boxes is 
available from Jacobi Jayne 
& Co, Canterbury, Kent CT3 
4LW. Freefone 0800 072 
0130 for details. 

■ Flora for Fauna. The 
I jnnaean Society of 
London. Burlington House. , 
PfccadflJy W1V 0LQ 
(0171-3514266) 


importantly, native species 
support native flora in a more 
efficient way than exotic intro¬ 
ductions. They have grown up 
together for thousands of 
years. No holly, no holly blue 
butterfly; no honeysuckle, no 
white admiral; no hops or 
nettles, no comma butterfly. 


W hen this kind 
of interaction 
works, there is 
sufficient of die 
right food, at the right time, to 
keep every species going. The 
right flower feeds the right 
insects which feed the right 
birds and bats. If birds, which 
are near the top of the food 
chain, are doing wefl. then the 
chances are that so is every¬ 
thing else lower down. 

Of course nature is cruel. 
There has ro be excess of one 
species for another to eat But 
in the long nm a balance is 
strode. How difficult it is to get 
a conservationist to call any 
creature bad. Chris Mead, for 
instance, admits that magpies 
have increased by three times 
in the past 20 years, and that 
they are serial killers of small 
birds and fledgelings: "But 
only in May. when they are 
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The Duchess of H amihon with a model of the Chelsea Flower Show exhibit 


feeding their own young." He 
recommends locking "a shed 
window open, so birds can 
nest inside where magpies will 
not feel safe. At worst, nests 
can be given a large-gauge 
wire netting cage. 

Mr Mead regards the plant¬ 
ing of natives as vital to the 
health of gardens generally. 


since even beneficial insects, 
useful to gardeners, are part of 
the food chain. 

If a non-native “London" 
plane supports almost no na¬ 
tive insect life in Britain, but a 
common oak can support 284 
insect species, doesn't it make 
seise to plant a high percent¬ 
age of oak? Evoi the hawthorn 


supports more than 149 insect 
species. And insects are what 
birds need. 

Almost all birds rdy on the 
protein provided 1jy insects to 
rear viable offspring. Haven't 
we all said to some child, “Oh, 
all right, leave your cabbage, 
leave your rice, but you've got 
to eat the meat. Or there’s no 


Common cornflower 
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Red campion 

pudding." In a fledgling’s case 
it’s life, not pudding, that is at 
stake when protein fails. 

Next time you wage the 
battle of the bolognese, think 
about squeezing a few natives 
into the garden. Help to tip the 
balance. It is heartening to see 
how many natives are really 
good garden plants already. 


Where to enjoy a blaze of glory 


GARDENS TO VISIT 


orhead. Stourton, 
unster 

8409041 Three miles 
vest of Mere. Open daily 
pm. £4.40. 

rhododendrons which now 
n spring were not parr of the 
jnrury plan by Heniy Hoare 
me would say that they get in 
iy of die purity of the original 
i. but they are popular with 

S- 

40 acres centre on a lake 
i by damming the rhter 
and so making what must be 
if the most photographed 
apes in Britain. There is a 
rroito with a bubbling spring 
’hirsute river god beside one 
pools; a Temple of Apollo; a 
e of Flora; a Pantheon with 
jres inside and a stone 

lutumn there is the fire of 
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STEPHEN ANDERTON’S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 


RICHARD ALLEN 



I have a weeping silver 
birch whose trunk is 
bent at a right angle at head 
bright. From this point all 
the branches lean over my 
neighbour's fence, and 
show none of their beauty 
on my side. Only one small 
branch grows from the 
trunk in my direction. If the 
bent main trunk were cut 
out would it sprout out 
from that point? — G. 
Hampshire, Oxford. 

® Unfortunately not. 

This birch. Betula 
pendula ‘Youngii’, is grafted 
at the top of an ordinary 
birch trunk. Neither pan of 
the tree is inclined to sprout 
out from heavy pruning. It 
should have been planted 
with ns best (ace towards 
you in the first place, or the 
errant branches nipped back 
when young to encourage 
the energy of the plant into 
the branch on your side. 

There is not much you can 
do about it now. Birch roots 
are greedy and shallow too; 
it would not be easy to 
compromise by putting a 
clematis or rose into it So 
the best advice is to live with 
it or scrap it. 

Our 18-year-old weep- 
. ing birch has grown 
out over a path and needs 
dipping back from time to 
time. This year for the first 
time every twig which has 
been cut continues to 
“weep". Apart from inviting 
children in to see transpira¬ 
tion at work, is there any¬ 
thing I should do to prevent 
this? Will the tree suffer? Is 
this why it is called a 
“weeping” birch? 
R.A.Palmer. Pickering. 
North Yorkshire. 

H The sap always rises 
early in birches, and in 
mild spells in mild springs it 
can rise even earlier. Size¬ 
able late cuts will then bleed 
sap. not water, which weak¬ 
ens the tree and can result in 
the branch dying back. 
Transpiration, by the way, is 
breathing through the 
leaves: this is just Weeding. 
The moral is to cut earlier in 
the spring, or in late winter. 
The birch is said to weep, of 
course, because it hangs its 
branches down. 

The best forms of the silver 
birch Betula pendula weep 
naturally and gracefully. 
More formal in its weeping 
habit is the form Tristis’ 
which still makes a very 
large tree. The form 
‘Youngii’ is the one usually 
found in domestic gardens, 
and it makes a small, flat- 
topped tree, weeping conges- 
tediy rather than gracefully. 

Henry Mason of South¬ 
ampton has written to teU 
me of hornbeams pruned 
this year in January, whose 
sap. bleeding from wounds 
less than two inches across, 
produced icicles 3in long. I 
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saw icicles 18in king on 
bleeding sycamores in 

Oapham a few years ago. 
Bleeding of this kind is not 
stopped by painting the 
wound. It is like trying to 
mend a hole in a hue pipe 
with emulsion paint. 

Last aut umn I put 20 
Iris reticulata 'Can- 
tab' in containers and they 
have flowered successfully. 
I did the same thing a few 
years ago and they never 
flowered again after the 
first year. Should I lift the 
bulbs and store them, and 
then replant next autumn? 
— H. Cobb. Worcester. 

H The little spring-flow¬ 
ering bulbous irises 
like purple Iris reticulata, its 
blue form 'Cantab', and the 
yellow Iris danfordiae, all 
tend to break up into lots of 
little bulblets after flowering. 
Assuming they survive, it 
can take years for them to 
build up to flowering again. 
In pots and containers the 
long, floppy, narrow leaves 
tend to fall over and snap 
long before they have prop¬ 
erly fed the bulbs. 

The answer is to plant the 
bulbs deeply, as much as 6in 
down. This seems to stop 
them breaking up: but on 
heavier soils it can also make 
them not When planting 
containers, it is • best to 
regard them as a one-crop 
flower, and simply plant 
new bulbs each year. They 
are cheap enough. 

• Write to Garden Answers, 
Weekend, The Times. 

I Pennington St, London El 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 

Enclosures cannot be returned. 
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jnias, thujas, tulip trees, a 
4yef tree and Himalayan 
im - some of which were 
in by Richard Chit Hoare 
grandfather began the 
d landscape after his 


Looking across the lake at Stouzhead towards the Pantheon. The 40-acre garden is one of the most photographed landscapes in Britain 

■ Hi®h Beeches, Handcross, made Brodick and Tregothnan Beeches before die Boscawens and EXEBURY is a byword for azalea 

w«t Sussex gardens) have replanted one area was responsible for the renowned and rhododendrons, and May 1 

rnu 44400539 ) One mile east of with beeches and the rest of the rhododendron garden in the area, one of the most popular times t 

a nr Handcross Open until garden has a collection of unusual Leonardslee. There is a tree trail visit The garden was begun b 

tnJtri -SornO^d trees and shrubs. with a huge variety of oaks and Lionel de Rothschild in 1919 and hi 

Open Monday. April These are shown off to their best rare trees, including Quercus expert work is continued today b; 
la m Tfinm-Som fora daffodil in High Beeches’ spectacular set- oxyodon and a Stewartia rostrata. Edmund de Rothschild who regu 

wTv in aid of Marie Curie cancer ting; a great sweeping slope of The garden holds the national larly exhibits ai the RHS. The 201 

For further opening times small valleys and streams and a 1 collection of stewartia trees. acres are irrigated by a couple o 

Tumuohout the year please ring series of ponds. It is ten years since natural springs and 20 miles c 

above. Price £3JO, the garden was opened to the ■Exrinny Gardens, specialist piping which keep th 

Children undcr-M free. public, but it is making a name for Southampton 10.227 trees and shrubs jn goo< 

thF first thing to say about High itself .partly, because of the fine ( 01703899422 ) Open everyday condition despite our increasingl; 

Beedies is that there aren’t any — collection of rhododendrons and until October 10-5JO. For prices, unpredictable dimate, 

thev blew down in the 1987 storm, azaleas, many of them planted by which vaty, and further 

But the Boscawens (whose family the Loder family who owned High information please telephone. JANE UWE^ 


Beeches before the Boscawens and 
was responsible for the renowned 
rhododendron garden in the area, 
LeonardsJee- There is a tree trail 
with a huge variety of oaks and 
rare trees, including Querats 
oxyodon and a Stewartia rostmta. 
The garden holds the national 
collection of stewartia trees. 

■ Exrinny Gardens, 
Southampton 

(01703899422) Open every day 
until October 10-5JO. For prices, 
which vary, and further 
information please telephone. 


EXEBURY is a byword for azaleas 
and rhododendrons, and May is 
cme of the most popular times to 
visit The garden was begun by 
Lionel de Rothschild in 1919 and his 
expert work is continued today by 
Edmund de Rothschild who regu¬ 
larly exhibits at the RHS. The 200 
acres are irrigated by a couple of 
natural springs and 20 miles of 
specialist piping which keep the 
10227 trees and shrubs .in good 
condition despite our increasingly 
unpredictable dimate. 

Jane Owen 


■ Plant runner beans in 3in 
pots of general-purpose compost 
under glass, for planting out 
next month. Tbe stringless variety 
Galaxy, from Unwins, is said 

to be an especially reliable 
cropper, even in dry or cold 
years. 

■ Watch for mice in 
greenhouses. They will quickly 
take beans and sweet peas. 

■ Sow outdoors, in rows 
where they are to grow, peas, 
broad beans, cauliflowers, 
brussels sprouts, onions, turnips, 
beetroot and parsnips. Leeks 
can be sown in a short nursery 
row (or pot), for planting out 
deeply in rows later on. 

■ Cut down to within a few 
inches of the ground the old stems 
of hardy fuchsias such as 
Fuchsia magellanica, and its 
varieties var. molinae f Albs’). 
Tricolor’ and 'Riccartonif. Feed 
well, and in dry areas give a 
generous mulch of old compost or 


■ Sow hardy annuals such as 
calendula, nasturtium, 
lavateras and cornflowers in 
shallow drills or patches where 
they are intended to flower. 

They are reliable and fast to 
germinate, and a good choice 
with which to interest children in 
growing flowers. Studies at 
Cambridge University Botanic 
Garden have shown that single 
varieties usually offer more 
nectar to insects, and that 
doubles are not surprisingly 
often totally inaccessible to 
insects. 

■ Cut back last year's stems of 
Hydrangea paniculata to two 
pairs of strong buds. The 

upper pair will produce (his year's 
shoots, ending in creamy 
panicles of flowers. The 
lower pair may also shoot but 
later, they are an 
insurance against late 

frosts. 

■ Plant onion sets, 6in apart 
each way, and pushed into the soil 

until just the tip shows. 


_t _ 
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To call his radio programme ‘Bruno at the Mill House’, Bruno Brookes had to find a home to ma tc& writes JancQwen 


asst 



One of the terracotta figures “which may be worth a lot of money" stands sentinel on the river (left). Bruno Brookes, former Radio t DJ, poses on the fbrsythia walk in his mill house garden which he potters around at weekends 


Just milling about on the airwaves 


B runo Brookes is the for¬ 
mer Radio 1 DJ who was a 
boyfriend of Anthea 
Turner. Now he runs a 
media company and broadcasts, 
live; from his mill house set in 20 
acres of Berkshire garden. 

Brookes is wearing a perfectly 
ironed, silky red shirt and yellow 
trousers. The suggestion that we go 
into the garden seems to alarm 
him. “You want to do the interview 
in the garden? HI have to put my 
boots on," he says. “It isn't too 
muddy." 1 say, having spent a 
while wandering around his 
garden while he chatted to his 
media school students. "Yes if is," 
he says, looking at my boots. 

We agree to do the interview in 
the kitchen where there is no carpet 
to ruin and where part of the 
garden is visible through large 
picture windows. 

The garden runs on either side of 
the Kennel, a few rods from the fish 
farm which was recently almost 
wiped out by an unknown pollut¬ 
ant. Brookes’s part of the Rennet, 
which criss-crosses his property, is 
unaffected. Weeping willows tickle 
the river’s surface and there are 
eucalyptus, beech and an orchard 
of plums, pears, damsons and 
apples. 

Two narrow streams branch off 
from the Rennet at the back of the 


house, creating a 
small island which 
has been made into 
a brick terrace be¬ 
tween the house and 
the informal, mead¬ 
ow-like garden. 

On the island 
there are white con¬ 
crete tables and a 
barbeque on 
wheels. Pinks dot 
the narrow bed 
along the mill- 
stream, with ivy. 
periwinkle and 
daffs and, bn the 
opposite bank. • 
knobs of pink 
bergenia give a little 
colour. Concrete 
window boxes A keen 
planted with dwarf 
conifers guard one of the terraces 
between the house and river. 

Modest humpback bridges Jink 
the house to the island terrace. At 
the end of one of the bridges stands 
a wrought iron gate with stylised 
leaves curling up front a pot 

Beyond the wrought iron gate is 
a fbrsythia walk which ends in a 
grassed area. This was covered 
with brambles and reeds until a 
year ago when Brookes started to 
mow much more regularly. A 
wooden stage has been built in the 



A keen fly fisherman. Brookes runs a fishing programme from home (left) and his grandfather. Schooner, helps in the garden 


ME AND MY GARDEN: BRUNO BROOKES 


grassy area. It is there to elevate 
visiting rock bands. No garden 
should be without one. 

Blood-red fingers of dogwood 
surround a large pond where 
moorhens, ducks and geese potter, 
while a pur of swans graze on the 
meadow. Beyond is a paddock with 
two mares (Mrs Brookes is into 
dressage) and then the land goes 
into a bosky area of mossy logs. 


ferns and a sleeper bridge over the 
fast-running river. 

Near the house two full-size 
terracotta female figures that look 
as if they have danced straight out 
of the Ramayana have fcfeen placed 
on either side of the river. These 
were left by the last owner, a dealer 
in such things, and Brookes says he 
knows little about them except that 
they may be worth a lot of money. A 


third exotic-looking statue was 
taken by a previous owner to one of 
the big auction houses which took 
one look at it and said it must be 
stolen from India. Brookes intends 
to contact the Indian High Com¬ 
mission about it when he has the 
time. 

Since his departure from Radio 1 
three years ago — no one knows if 
he was pushed or if he walked — 


Brookes has been 
busy. He owns an 
independent radio 
and television com¬ 
pany which sup¬ 
plies shows to 
stations around the 
country, and he has 
a broadcasting 
school which runs 
two-day courses. 

"It is amazing 
dial we have grown 
as we have what we 
are out here in 
Hungerford and no¬ 
where near London. 
I’m the sort of per¬ 
son who gets bored 
just presenting 
radio shows. I am 
; garden . an opportunist My 
long-term objective 
is to build a brand. We also do 
corporate events, team building, 
info-tainment and edu-tainment" 
says Brookes, who employs 13 full¬ 
time staff. 

"At Radio l, I was involved in five 
or six radio shows a week and 
displaying myself on stage after a 
few Bacardis. I took six months off 
because 1 was so knackered. Id 
always wanted to move to the 
•country for the quality of life." 

Not any old bucolic spot, though. 
Brookes had already decided on the 


name of the show he wanted to.; 
broadcast and that limited his. 
house hunt "Because I wanted to ; 
call the show ‘Bruno at the M2L 
House' I wanted to find a mill- 
house. I tried to buy a null house 
five miles upstream but the sale toll; 
through a month before I was due - 
on air. The mill house gives me lots 
of different things to talk about.” 


H owever, the prospect of 
having to maintain the 
‘ garden almost put 
Brookes off buying the 
mill house. He has since come 
round. "It is a hobby for me at 
weekends. It is my way of keeping 
fit In the summer there’s a hell of a 
lot to da" he says. He reckons he is 
a changed man — from an over¬ 
worked insomniac, over-travelled 
performer to one who stars, per¬ 
forms and earns from picturesque 
water meadows in Berkshire. 

He has become a keen By 
fisherman and even runs a fishing 
programme from his back door. 
The taming qualities of his country 
surroundings affect all visitors, he 
says. 

“Rock stars come down here and 
you culturally change them in the 
space of an hour by putting a 
fishing rod in their hands, even 
though they were on stage at 
Wembley the night before." 


Fabulous fuchsias: 

36 plants for only £14.98 


A s many parents know 
to their cost. William 
Brown and Violet Eliza¬ 
beth Bon are alive and well 
and causing havoc in a garden 
near you — which is some¬ 
thing for the childless to bear 
in mind if they invite young 
nephews and nieces to visit for 
the Easter weekend. 

The scale of the problem is 
evident when you talk to die 
head gardener or a lush and 
exotically stocked public 
garden in the West Country. 
Ask him about his child visi¬ 
tors and he says he hopes he 
and his garden can remain 
anonymous because “the last 
thing we want is to be seen as a 
child-friendly garden". He 
happily lakes school parties 
round the garden, and he’s 
only too pleased if parents go 
round with their children. 

But the children he fears are 
the ones who. the minute the 
family cones in. start picking 
the flowers near the entrance 
and follow this up by sprinting 
off in the opposite direction 
from their parents. 

Problem children dearly do 
not trouble the National 
Trust’s gardeners over-much. 
Maybe irs because families 
who join the Trust together 
stay together (on the way 
round the gardens at least). Dr 
it could be that the Trust's 
entrance fees ensure that par¬ 
ents looking for a place for 
children to let off steam simply 
go to the park. 

Perhaps the adventure play¬ 
grounds in 14 of the Trust's 
properties, from Lanhydrock 
in- Cornwall, to Bening- 
borough Hall in North York¬ 
shire, have something to do 
with it. too. 

The Trust is stepping up its 
nurturing of the young visitor 
by introducing a new “child’’ 
category of membership (£14 a 
yearj for children under 12. 
Easter egg trails are a 


We really like it here, mum 


R eaders of The Times are offered a specially 
selected collection of three styles of 
fuchsias, one of the most superb garden 
plants. The double varieties may be grown os 
bushes or standards: the trailing spedes are 
ideal as ground cover, or in hanging baskets 
and patio tubs: and the hardy fuchsias, which 
manage to survive our winters, grow bigger 
and better year after year. 

All plants are module grown and packed in 
protective cartons. Each pack contains 12 
plants and costs £7.99 per pack including 
postage. Alternatively, choose any three 
packs for the price of two (that is 36 plants 
for only £14.9$). 

THE PACKS CONTAIN: 

• Double 3 Dark Eyes (red/purple). 

3 Swingtime (red/white). 3 Pink Galore (soft 
pink), 3 Lena (pale pink/purple). 

• Trailing: 4 Bright Eyes (red/purpld- 
4 Annabel (red/white). 4 Southgate (soft pink). 

• Hardy: 3 Brutus (deep purpfe/cerisel. 

3 Lena (pale pink/purpld. 3 Lady Thumb 
(cerise/white), 3 Tom Thumb (red/purple centre). 








The Times Fuchsias Offer 


Name {Mr/Niis/Ms) .— 


Address_____ 


Post Coda-—, ---- 
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B UHanftFuchsa _ C7« 

c tomb t 2 Dtti«ef«eteaa era? 
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Price f>ciMtcpaiagesnipack^g. TOTAL COST 


I cnctee a ctequtfpaaal onfeite) made payable to: 

TIM nmoc Fuchsia Oflor H744. 

Value--—.No- 

Pfe&M Mite noma and addm* on bach of al cheques. 
adflMnvAeoesv'Visaerf ranter. 


Signature_- 

SexfeouponauiHrtaanoelo: Iflo lirwfiastataOlfar, 

FT744,POB«O.SpakSnB. Lines. PEl26ra. 
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FOR ORDERS PLEASE TELEPHONE 01775 710 000 (24 HOURS) 


Sue Corbett picks the best child-friendly gardens 
from Easter egg hunts to giant chessboards 





1 lam, and throughout the year 
Blue Peter hadgeholders have 
free entry to the Abbey and 
museum. 

"Garden Reflection" is an 
evenr for children at Fountains 
Abbey, Ripon, North York¬ 
shire. on Sunday, May 3,1 lam U 
to 6pm. At the Trust’s Gare- w 
mom Landscape Garden, 
Portsmouth Road, Esher. 
Surrey, there will be children's 
activities every Thursday in 
August, 11am to lpm. 


G ardens of interest to 
children include 
Mary Wondrauschs 
at The Fortety, Brickfields, 
Compton, Surrey (01483 
414097 open under the NGS 
on Sunday, June 28). Friars 
Court and Clartfield Court. 
Oxfordshire (01367 810206 . 
open under the NGS on 
Sunday afternoons, June 7 and 
August 23) have working dis¬ 
plays on alternative energy 
and Stanley House Farm 
Milwich, Staffordshire (0188° 
502306. open under the NGS 
on Sunday afternoons, May 24 . 
and June 21) has a Laburnum '& 
Tunnel, ponds and teas 
organised by the local brand! 
of the NSPCC. 

See also the RHS Garden¬ 
ers’ Yearbook 1998. which lists 
gardens of interest to children 
purling Kindersley. £9.991 
Child-friendly gardens at* 
listed m the Trust’s free Child - 
Welcome Information 
Pack (0181-3151111). 

• Worms, Wellies and 
Windowbcwes: Instant Garden^- 
an RHS Children's pack by 
Sue Phillips, published by 
Henderson at £3.99. 

• Take advice on poisonous 
plants and other dangers saeft® (I; 
ponds from the Child 
Accident Prevention Trusts ' 

Garden Safety leaflet. Send \ 

ansae to the Trust at Clerks i 

Qiurr. IS-20 Farruigdon Lane, J 

London ECIR jau - j 

(QI7I4083828). . \ 


mr '> 


A child plays with a giant chess set at Burton Agnes Halt North Yorkshire 


popular way for children to 
familiarise themselves with 
National Trust gardens. At 
Erdig, near Wrexham, the 
Easter egg trail winds its way 
around the garden from Good 
Friday until Easter Monday, 
noon until 4pm. 

Af Treebah Garden, Maw- 
nan Smith. Falmouth. Corn¬ 
wall (01326 25Q44S). there will 
be Easter egg trails with 
prizes, daily, from Maundy 
Thursday until April 26. This 
is in addition to the regular 
Treebah trail, with its Tanan’s 
Camp and arid slide, which 
sends children scurrying 
around the garden looking for 
camellias, bamboo, gunnera 
and tree ferns in pursuit of a 
small reward. 

Extra children's events take 


Easter egg trails 
are a good way 
of introducing 
children to 
the garden 


place af Treebah in half-term 
week, October 26-30. A jungle 
garden features among the 
eight acres at Burton Agnes 
Hall, Driffield, North York¬ 
shire (01262 490324). There are 
also snakes in the unusual 
form of a giant game of Snakes 
and Ladders, which, together 
with a giant chessboard and a 


maze, keeps young visitors 
occupied for long periods. 

Other Trust events this year 
indude children’s garden 
tours at Anglesey Abbey in 
Cambridgeshire on Thursday, 
May 28. and Saturday, Octo¬ 
ber 17. 

At Momacute House, in 
Somerset, there .will be a 
BU'ded tour of the garden for 
children on June 25. “A Walk 
Around the Borders" follows 
on Sunday, September 20. and 

Autumn Colours Park and 
Garden" on Sunday, Novem¬ 
ber 8, both led by the head 
gardener. 

A garden tour for children 
fakes place at the Trust’s 
Laoock Abbey near Chippen¬ 
ham. Wiltshire, on Wednes¬ 
days, April S and May 13 at 
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TO ADVERTISE 
CALL- 01714811920 
FAX: 01714819313 
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HOMES & GARDENS 





o Safe, quick and easy to warn 
- requires no instaOettoa. 

® Rack It In Its bandy travel 
bag and taka it wttb 



For FREE Information or advice can on 


HE 


u 




AT THE CU' 


NG EDGEngfs 
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Countax is Britain’s best selling garden tractor - preferred by British 

gardeners because it is both a fine iawnmower AND a tough roughcutter! it will immaculately trim a fine 

lawn and then go straight on to tame the roughest paddock. There are models from 13HP to 20HP. 

The quiet and smooth Interactive Blade System cutter is designed to wort with the 
unbeatable Conntax powered grass collector, which picks up completely in . -- 
any weather and NEVER ever clogs! Choose this system if you want 
all weather performance and a desirable, traditional striped finish! 

Alternatively choose a Countax mulching cutler system which finely 
chops and recycles cuttings, returning them to the turf. The Countax ; < 

mulcher outperforms all rivals and beats their prices. Choose it for Ssfu£fa m & :r & 

collection-free mowing and a greener lawn In times of drought ^^iS^bnchtut - tuwmod&s 


With Countax you can have either, or BOTH! 


z&L'&xssaries, nmiapiwedifK^eatiag 


j Send m Cmsnax. FREEPOST. Graa Hssa** than OXM 7Bfi 


POWERHJB 
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7x FREE 
0500 

279927 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION 
TELEPHONE ZOE HOSKINS ON 0171680 6116 
OR FAX ON 0171782 7930 


JUST 





YOUR GARAGE 
DOORS OPEN ^ 


Lf. 



Imagine the convenience 
and security of being abb 
to open your garage doore 
without having to get out 
of your col 

Guardfan's rofler shutter 
garage doors are fuUy 
auTomatic and are operated 
by a remote, handheld 
controller 


POWERED BY 


SOMFY 


Im O T O R Si 

• Made from tough, 
maintenance- nee duninim 

• Durable sto v e ena mel led 
finish. 

• In a range af colour*. 

• A u to ma t ic Loddng. 

<0 Tailor mode (ora perfect fit 

• Fitly totaled by 
Guar di an ^ own craftsmen. 

• High Security 


FERNS & 
FOUNTAINS 




lO^Pcra giving ■ wide nradon ot 


PRIVATE ROADS 

TWi euantfol booii an 
ttwiwfarrMidento. 
Second kOHoh now 


—^QUALITY TIMBER BUILDINGS 

Pounds i 




A-GT ' 


!-vT\! 



“•-.^1 • I -'-’-I 

^11* " U 
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SHEDS, WORKSHOPS, SUMMERHOUSES, GAZEBOS, 
PLAYHOUSES, GARAGES, GREENHOUSES, ETC, ETC. 

■ Buy direct from the factory ■ No payment 
before delivery ■ Quality built on 40 years 
experience ■ First because they last 


marOff FREE CATALOGUE 


-aV— ' *■'• : *r r' *-hw, •***. nc •*- ‘itv*. 

r cqpp&e gate, iftnmx ■■mm*** 
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John Deere Refines It. 

New John Deere Mulching Mowers 

The new John Deere mulching mowers cut up to one third 
off your mowing time, thus youU find hard work disappears 
as quickly as your grass. 

See your John Deere dealer today. 


Nothinc Runs Like A Deere 


FDr a brochure and your cotton 
for a FRB John Deere Sofl 
TtesterKlt post tan 
FREEPOST John Deere Ud. 
Largar, Nottingham, 

NG13 9HT 



FOR A FREE BROCHURE RING 

01484 461010 

OR RETURN THE COUPON BH0W WITHOUT OBUGAJION 


FREEPOST • SEND TODAY • NO STAMP REQUIRED 


; Post to: GUARDIAN GARAGE DOORS, TI 
> FRHPOST, HF3 118, HUDDSRSFEID, HD3 3LL 

! mr/mrs/ms_ 

i - 

rTHgHONE-..-_:_ 

! ADDRESS- 


« POSTCODE. 


YOUR PROPERTY PROTECTOR 


ALUMINIUM FRUIT CAGES : §VL%S'fjt : 

" ;*■ : ./ !l - 
knowue nets >' b:rx :?:::IHT 


GROW 98 

7(i.micninu Lx^cri c-rici' 


Quality Plants & Garden Products for sale - 
Specialist Nurseries * Show Gardens 
Floral Displays • Indoor Event 

Gardeners 

welcome ! 

Sandown Exhibition Centre 

High Street, Esher, Surrey 

r v 4 j .Saturday 18 April 9am-6pm 
taMiv-jSonday 19 April 9am-5pm 
£3.50 • Over 60/Under 16 £2 
Free Parking a Restaurant 

ProUKh ProouiaaBi Ud 01708 455907 


CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE 01428 661222 (24 HRS) 
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HOMES 
& GARDENS 
ALSO APPEARS 
ON PAGE 12 


AN ENGLISH QARDEN CLASSIC 



NEW 

VICTORIAN 
FLORAL ARCH 


ONLY 

£29.95 

+ £2.95 i’M- 


We promise you won’t find a more 
attractive or better value Arch this season. 

A harmonious blend of Victorian design 
inspiration and modern technology - the 
classic shape, surmounted with a central 
finiaJ will transform your garden with a host 


Use it to create a fragrant floral feature 
spanning a pathway, framing a gateway, or 
creating entrances from one part of the 
garden to another. 

jik Unlike inferior Far Eastern 
1|1^^ imports, the new Victorian 
Arch is a foil 4ft wide and 
is constructed from strong 
'' s * ec ^ tubing, finished 

with a maintenance free 
yack nylon coating. 
.Mwatow* T®* n requires no painting 


A 




MAINTENANCE FREE 
NO PAINTING EVER! 


moulded joints and strong polypropylene __ 

mesh for training your favourite Normal daspatahwHHn 5 day* but alow 28 daysitodoBvwy 

climbers such as roses or demafis. ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 
Don't forget to order now, in Grinstead, Sussex RH15 2HP. *^ ****** 1 * jq- 

go^timefT Easter. .Your card 

JS dCSt^lCD^' ■ _i__ n- mimMrrn* W r«4nrhirkuri QrntinrH4ig9HP 




quotadare | 


We give an 


h-MW H nMr * 


/ VISA/SWITCH g 01342 31005QJ£4hrs)^FAX^01342^310Q99^ 


JACQUES AMAND BULB SPECIAUSTS 






v -" "Cg 


HBXfCHKJM GARDNERHNUM 


BANT HIMALAYAN ULY 


HEDYO0UM GARDENER1ANUM 

This rnty rrofnificent member of the Ginger Family can grow u cafl as 6ft and in toe 
Summer produces boki Bower spaces packed with sweetly seamed bfooira of temoft- 
ydlow and rad. Holder dt an -Award ot Garden Meric from die Royal Hontaifanl 
Society it b perfect tor providing an exotic e lem e n t to summer bedding or patio tubs 
and gwen a rich w d klrai m sd sofi with a winter mukh is quite hardy in most parts of 
the country. An added bonus is its especially handsome lewes. Wi* abo pow in a 
c o n se rvatory. 

3 PLANTS FOR £8.95 
S PLANTS FOR £13.95 

GIANT HIMALAYAN ULY 

Canfiocrinum Giganceum. this majestic plant cm grow up ft taH with up to 20 
enjusfoely seemed, trumpet shaped blooms. It grow* it a semi shaded postion and 
has large heart shaped leaves, kit truly magnificent addition to any garden-Our 
special price which includes postage Is . 

Pock A > one G3ont Hknatayon Ufy £8.95. 

Ploek fl-3 Bufts for onfy £21.75 a saving of awr £5.00 

Money Bade Guarantee If goods returned wftftri 14 days. CompJen growing Snstwalons 
mduded in cmy a/der. DeBvery 28 days 

24 hoir FREEPHONE 0600 3160500. Fax 0800 3160700 
OnfentK 

Jacques Amend, Bub Spedo&a lot P.O. Box 807, Harrow. Mkkiaac HA73JS 
Phase send me ^^padi(s) A 1 Cadkxrinum 9 £8.95 

_ pock(s} B 3 CenBocrinam IB) £21-75 

_podefc) C 3 Hedydmms @ £8.95 

_ pock(s) D 5 HedycHum 0 £13.95 


E 


T e l ep ho n e Numbe r .. .——— - 

I endose crossed cheque payMc a Jacques Antand fir i 
Visa by £ - 


or debt my Masarard/ 


• STABUNQ 

•frtaeydfrsMc a bra to d 

SHOW SHE-SODIHUI ROAD, 
UWCmsWCTON,m*DOT 
WAKWRXSfflRECVZJIQL 
TEL: 01926 815757 
FAX: 01926 815162 


SS. 


} lost Systems Lht, FRfflKJST (RG206) ( Perirt 
He nl ey-on T tian w , Onn R69 1ZZ N. :v3rt 

□ PleoM und colour brochure and price* 

□ Pteace contact nt to orange a free omdto demoralnsion 
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Fishy business 
in the garden 


THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY APRIL II 19 ^ 


SMART MOVES 


Christine Webb 


reports on the 


growing waiting 


list of buyers for 


properties with 


fishing rights 


T he pop star Gary Barlow 
hit the headlines last 
month when he secured 
his privacy by barring an 
angling club from fishing a lake on 
his 60-acre estate at Delamere 
Manor. Namwich, Cheshire. 

At least it was the former Take 
That singer’s prerogative to tan the 
fishermen from his El milljon 
property, as he owned the fishing 
rights. Other homeowners with an 
apparently peaceful river at the end 
of die garden have Jeamr the hard 
way that “Fishing rights not in¬ 
cluded" usually means someone 
else owns them and the someone 
else has a perfect right to pace up 
and down the river bank brandish¬ 
ing a fishing rod. 

Such a fate is said to have 
befallen Sting, another pop idol, 
whose Lake House, near Ames- 
bury, Wiltshire, came with 54 acres 
and 315 yards of single-bank fish- 



Kingsmere. above, belonging to Dr Hugo Hammersley. 
right, is on the banks of the River Itchen near Winchester 



Gary Barlow banned anglers 
from the lake on his estate 


ing on the River Avon. As agent 
Lane Fox's brochure dearly siatoJi 
the remaining fishing, about 1.000 
yards of river bank, was let on a 15- 
year lease to the Piscatorial Society. 
Sting is said to have been miffed 
that members had free access to 
fish in the property he coveted as a 
private retreat 

Owners of less grand abodes 
may feel even more aggrieved 
when a Barbour-dad fisherman 
crops up beyond the dahlias in the 
garden only yards from their patio, 
yet they cannot rightfully shoo him 
off. Such a scenario happened 
recently south of Stockbridge, 
Hampshire, and involved the 
Houghton Club — one of the most 
exclusive fishing dubs in the world. 

The Houghton, which has 22 
members, owns the fishing rights 
to miles of the most famous trout 
stream in England, the River Test 
— including about 200 yards at 
Houghton which clip the end of 
seven gardens belonging to private 
houses and bordering land belong¬ 
ing to The Boot pub. 

This stretch is included in a 500- 
yard parcel of fishing rights that 
was put on the market at about 
£250.000. The dub is rumoured to 
have accepted a much lower offer 
from a buyer who is giving the 
homeowners the chance to buy the 
fishing rights at the bottom of their 
gardens. Robin Lalonde. of the 
James Harris estate agency in 
Winchester, is handling the sale 
but dedined to talk to us about a 


deal which the dub wanted to keep 
quiet. 

Not all the householders are 
buying the rights. But those who do 
can expect to gain from the pur¬ 
chase if they sell their property. 
Doing away with the anglers’ right 
of access would add about 10 per 
cent to their homes' value — and 
owning a reasonable stretch of 
fishing adds even more. 


G raham Waterton, of 
Strutt & Parker’s .Salis¬ 
bury office, says: “Last 
summer 1 had a client 
who owned two miles of fishing 
rights on one of the chalk streams 
but not the land. He bought the 
land and by putting the fishing 
rights with it he enhanced the value 
of the land and rights together by 
20 to 30 per cent,” 

He says friction could arise over 
fishermen's access when fishing 
rights are sold separately by a 
landowner who then sells the land 
to someone else. “Riparian rights is 
the ownership of the river and 
everything that goes on it and the 
river bed — often to halfway across 
it because rivers were frequently 
boundaries. Fishing is in such 
demand that you can let the fishing 
rights without giving up the ripari¬ 
an rights.” 

The rights are a good investment 
during prosperous times, especially 
on the best chalk streams such as 
the rivers Test, lichen and Avon. 
Jonathan Durrant. chairman of the 


Hampshire River Keepers' Associ¬ 
ation, launched Timsbury Fisheries 
in 1995, a company which owns 
more than three miles of fishing on 
the Test river system. There are 112 
shares owned by 76 fishermen — 
each share entitles its owner to fish 
one rod once a fortnight in season. 
The company's shares have dou¬ 
bled in two years from £7,000 to 
£14.000 each. 

“It enables people to fish, having 
all the benefits of being on water 
and none of the disadvantages 
because the responsibility and costs 
are shared between them all,” Mr 
Durrant says. 

The best fly-fishing in Hamp¬ 
shire is valued by the yard, accord¬ 
ing to William Sleeman. of Guttons 


Daniel Smith's branch in Romsey, 
Hampshire. “We have a few buyers 
waiting for fishing rights to come 
up. Good fishing costs £300 to E400 
a yard, the less good £100," he says. 

A job move is forcing Hugo and 
Maggie Hammersley, both doc¬ 
tors, to sell their Edwardian home 
on the banks of the River Itchen 
which skirts a willow-fringed is¬ 
land that also belongs to them. 

“We and our neighbours spent a 
lot making sure there's a good flow 
of water here, and the trout have 
returned in force.” says Hugo 
Hammersley. “I even saw a salmon 
last year. 

“I don't do much fishing, but 
we've had a kingfisher nesting in 
the river bank and a pair of grebes. 


We and our three children will miss 
picnicking on the island, the boat¬ 
ing. and sitting by the river on a 
summer's evening watching the 
trout rise.” Kingsmere, their seven- 
bedroom house in ShawfordL near 
Winchester, is being marketed by 
Hamptons (01962 842030) at 
£550,000. 

Prime trout fishing can cost £300 
a day. But the thrills of flyfishing 
in spring are available on less 
exclusive rivers. A new house 
backing on to the River Ouse, near 
York, has been built in traditional 
style by Crosby Homes at Fox 
Garth. Nether Poppleton. The 
£430,000 house has large riverside 
gardens with fishing and mooring 
rights (01904 787714). 


ACTRESS, scriptwriter and 
romantic novelist Jean Marsh 
(above) is selling her Thames 
Reach Tower flat and moving 
lo a cottage in the counny. The 
63-year-old author of Upstairs 
Downstairs and House of 
Elliot has put her first-floor 
flat, in Fulham, west London, 
on the market for £405,000 
and has moved to a converted 
labourer's cottage near 
Hungerford in Berkshire, Her 
new home is in complete 
contrast to the modernist 
Richard Rogers-designed Bat 
overlooking the Thames, 
which she is leaving. 

THE six-bedroom former 
home of the 19th-century 
pianist Edward Danureutfaer 
in Orme Square, London W2, 
is on sale for £13 million 
through agents Chestertons. 
The pianist entertained 
Richard Wagner at the five- 
storey house on his visit to 
London in 1877. 



FORMER Radio 4 presenter 
Chris Searfe (above) is selling 
his Georgian home in the 
Frenchay area of Bristol for 
£435,000 in order to move 
doser to his children's school. 
His new home, a Victorian 
semi, cost more than 
£600.000 and is next to Clifton 
College which his sons Harry, 
14, and Jack. II. attend. 

•Rachel Kelly 
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From giant hands to grizzly bears — 


__ property • 13 

Philip Delves Broughton explores George Melly’s bohemian rhapsody 
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The ground-floor fireplace in the sunny sitting room 

At home 
in the 
lair of a 
jazzman 

N ot so long ago. 

Netting Hill Gate 
and the streets 
around Ladbroke activity, a place where post 


N ot so long ago. 

Netting Hill Gate 
and the streets 
around Ladbroke 
Grove in west London were 
down at heel and violent, a 
tenement land where 
Rachman held sway and 
squatters, drug dealers and 
the poorest of London's immi¬ 
grants ran riot For those 
prepared to look beyond the 
squalor, however, it was also 
an area of vibrant cultural 



SWAP 


BUYERS priced out of Kensington, London W8, are moving to the 
Hyde Park Estate, W2, between Paddington and the West End. 
where prices are a third lower. The 19th-century estate, with its 
stuccoed terraces and garden squares, is built on land owned fay 
the Church Commissioners- First-floor flats start at £250.000; 
about £350,000 buys a small mews house. Towards Westboume 
Grove, a Victorian stuccoed terraced house can be bought from 
£650.000. according to estate agent Knight Frank. 

The Surrey stockbroker bett has tong been fashionable with 
wealthy buyers looking far family homes. It offers unspoilt 
countryside, good communications (35 minutes from Waterloo to 
Guildford by train) and a clutch of good schools. Desirable villages 
Include Shafford, Wonersh and Bramley. where period houses with 
five bedrooms and pony paddocks costing from £750.000 are in 
constant demand, according to Savi I is. A larger country house with 
up to 20 acres will set you back from £1 million to £5 million, 
following price rises of 10-20 per cent last year. 

The country house market In Ireland remains bucyant, despite 
the increase in Stamp Duty to 9 per cent last year. A shortage of 
Georgian houses in the range £400,000 to £700,000, with 20 to 
50 acres within a 50m!fe radius of Dublin, has driven prices up 15 
per cent in the past year. 
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An 85-vear lease on this four-bedroom, three-bathroom flat on the 
second floor of a white stucco-fronted building in Hyde Park Square, 
London VV2. will set you back £850,000 (Knight Frank. 

0171-938 4311). 
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK 


activity, a place where post¬ 
war Britain found its multi¬ 
cultural identity. Colin 
Maclnnes, with novels like 
Ace of Spades and Absolute 
Beginners, was its chronicler, 
and he and some local West 
Indian musicians persuaded 
George Melly. jazz singer, art 
Historian, dealer and dandy, to 
move here in 1977. Since then. 






When George Melly moved to Notting Hill the area was still considered “pretty rough and funky”. Now bankers are moving in and the area has gone upmarket 

the area has zoomed 
upmarket- From one end of 
the Portobello Road to the 
other, money-has moved in. 

Writers, artists and media 
types led die way. attracted by 
the still pungent smell of 
bohemia, and now the bank¬ 
ers have taken note and are - 
migrating north from Chelsea. 

Fulham and Kensington. 

Where once men' in vests 
leaned from balconies and jazz 
men ate breakfast in the late 
afternoon, now there are 
stripped pine floors and 
bonus-bought sports cars. For 
the likes of Melly. it is time to 
pack up his paintings and 
purple felt hats and move on. 

“We moved from fairiy re¬ 
spectable Kentish Town down 
here, which was considered 
pretty rough and funky." says 
Melly. stiff a tittle bleary from 
his performance the night 
before at Pizza on the Park. “It 
was also a very West Indian 
area, which didn’t worry me, 

being a jazz man.” The ait deco bed in the main bedroom surrounded by arresting Images 
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W earing a bright 
yellow and red 
djellabah. he sits 
on a chair mod¬ 
elled in the shape of a large 
hand and turned around so 
his hands sit on the bade rest 
Around the room are several 
other chairs and ashtrays also 
in the shape of hands. The 
walls of his study in the 
basement are covered with 
paintings accumulated from 
his time as an art dealer and 
subsequently from friends. As 
a young man, Melly was given 
£900 by his father, a Liverpool 
wool broker, to invest in 
paintings. He bought Ma¬ 
grittes, Miros and Picassos 
when they were still cheap, but 
a life dotted with financial 
crises saw them gradually sold 
off to private buyers as well as 
museums. 

Even now, however, he is 
still constantly on the look out 
for new works, and scours 
galleries and the studios of 
new artists. It is the surreal 
which still excites him. Above 
an extraordinary art deco bed 
in his bedroom is a cartoonish 
painting, bought by Melly in 
Germany, of a group in a 
Tolkein fantasy landscape kill¬ 
ing a polar bear. “It is so odd, 
it makes me laugh." he says. 

In 1977, Melly’s four-storey 
house cost just £37,000- He 
and his wife Diana spent the 
same amount fixing it up. 
Melly has a bedroom and 
bathroom as well as a study in 
his basement. It is a lair into 
which he can creep unnoticed 
when he returns home -after a 
night out performing. 

On the ground floor are a 
large, light sitting room and 
office, separated by folding 
doors which have been folded 
back. Upstairs, on the first 
floor, is tiie main family room 
and kitchen, painted in light 
pastel colours. The kitchen 
looks out on to a garden 
square divided up into private 
patches like allotments. The 
Mellys* own patch has been 
redesigned info a small ter¬ 
raced patio which they call the 
“yard”. 

Up on the top floor are two 
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Body sculpture in 
the shower 

further bedrooms and access 
to a small roof terrace. 

From the windows at the 
top, the surrounding streets 
glide off at strange, geometric 
angles. A jumble of tall ter¬ 
raced houses and council 
blocks stretch out to the north 
and east. Round the comer is a 
brasserie, where there is al¬ 
ways a free calvados for Melly, 
and in the other direction the 
second-hand stalls and Porto 1 
guese bakeries of the 
Golbome Road; the area re¬ 
tains something of the charac¬ 
ter which brought the Mellys 
here in the first place. 

“We're moving to a lovely 
house in Shepherd's Bush," 
says Melly. “It is smaller and 
far more manageable.” 






Time to pack up the purple felt hats and move on 
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The first-floor dining room (left) and the pastel-painted kitchen (right) which looks out on to a garden square 


A fter buying their new 
place, some of the 
spare cash will go on 
funding Mellys lat¬ 
est obsession: deep-sea fish¬ 
ing. He produces a picture of 
himself in Florida, in a base¬ 
ball cap and polo shirt groan¬ 
ing under the weight of a 
colossal fish. He is living proof 
of the adage: old Surrealists 
don’t die, they just move to 
Shepherd's Bush. 

• The Mellys' house in St 
Lawrence Terrace. Netting Hill 
Gate. London WlO. is on the 
market for £560fflQ, Agents 
Chestertons Residential ( 0171 - 
9377244 ) and Marsh and Parsons 
{ 0171 - 7279811 ). 


JUST as Netting Hfll in west London 
blossomed on the back of Kensington's 
high house prices, so North Kensington 
— a further ten minutes north up 
Ladbroke Grove — has soaked up 
Notting Hill’s overflow of buyers looking 
for relative value for their money. 

This is transport-link land, huddling in 
the shadow of the Westway A40(M) 
flyover and bounded to the north by the 
mainline west from Paddington station: 
much of the property stock was built to 
cater for last century’s commuters, who 
would pick up the then-smart new 
Metropolitan Tube line at Ladbroke 
Grove or West bourne Park. 

Ten years ago. admits Julian Ash of 
estate agent Chestertons, North Kensing¬ 
ton definitely wasnt a place to make a 
point of visiting, and even now it lacks 
the funky bar and restaurant ambience of 
Notting Hill itself. But he believes that it 
is only a matter of time before the area is 
more fully developed: already the proper¬ 
ty market is dominated by media types 
and designers who don’t care to pay 




Westboume 

Park 



LacKwote 

Crow 


Notting Hill prices. “Ifs a nice, slightly 
offbeat pocket — a cosmopolitan neigh¬ 
bourhood with a lot of value to be had.” 
he says. “Those who have moved here 
should look at it as a mid lo long-term 
investment because they’ll have bought a 
lot of space in an up-and-coming area. 
There are still a lot of tatty, run-down 
properties because the landlords don't 


take care of them, but that is all 
changing." 

Three particularly sought-after roads 
are Bassett Road, Oxford Gardens and 
Cambridge Gardens, because of their 
large, mid-19th century, stucco-fronted 
houses. According to Mr Ash. they are 
comparable in style, though not in size 
with those of Holland Park, where the 
larger equivalent costs nearer £5 million: 
here, a six/seven bedroom 42 D 0 sq ft 
house in Bassett Road fetched less than 
£1 million a year ago, and thar would be 
par for the course. 

EVEN IN comparison with Notting HilL 
house prices are substantially lower: Mr 
Ash estimates that George MeUy*$ house 
in St Lawrence Terrace, on the market at 
£560.000, would be valued at around El 
million further sooth. But even in North 
Kensingtoa you are unlikely to find 
much choice in houses below £350,000- 
£400,000. 

Faith Glasgow 
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monetary union 


is on its way. 


Rachel Kelly 


assesses the 
impact on the 
housing market 

E conomic and Monetary 
Union might seem as 
irrelevant to the average 
housebuyer as the price of 
cat-food. But the savvy homeowner 
knows that the prospect of EMU is 
already affecting Britain's housing 
market and stands to influence ir 
even more in the future. 

Britain is not signed up to EMU 
yet. But at the beginning of next 
month. European leaders convene 
in Brussels to take the final derision 
on which countries will join the 
single currency in the first wave on 
January 1.1999. 

Paul Sanderson, head of research 
at the Nationwide building society, 
says: “Britain's position is uncer¬ 
tain. Although it is one of the few 
countries able to meet the agreed 
criteria for membership, it will 
certainly exercise its 'opt-out* from 
membership in the first wave. 
Nevertheless, speculation that the 
Government is setting the stage for 
entry at some later date has 
intensified." 

The Government has ruled out 
joining the single currency for the 
lifetime of this Parliament but 
appears to be planning member¬ 
ship after that Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, laid out the Govern¬ 
ment's position last October: “Brit¬ 
ish membership of a single 
currency in 1W is not in the 
country’s economic interests. It is 
essential that Government and 


business prepare intensively dur¬ 
ing this Parliament so that Britain 
will be in a position to join a single 
currency, should we wish to. early 
in the next Parliament" Like it or 
not EMU is happening. 

And it matters. For while we are 
famously a nation of homeowners, 
we are also a nation of debtors. 
Around 66 per cent of homes are 
owner-occupied in Britain, a third 
of which are owned outright But 
the rest of us have mortgages, in 
future, interest rates may be set by 
the European Central Bank rather 
than the Bank of England. 

Mr Brown is well aware of the 
sensitivity of lenders and banks to 
EMU. “It will affect the finance 
industry more profoundly than any 
other sector of the economy." he 
says. 

Lenders say the housing market 
is already being affected by EMU. 
Mr Sanderson says: "The fact that 
the markets expect us to join EMU 
eventually has reinforced a fall in 
long-term interest rates, down to 
the level ofthose which are already 
prevailing in Europe. This has 
allowed British mortgage lenders 
to offer attractive fixed-rate deals 
which take advantage of lower 
long-term rates. About 60 per cent 
of new lending is now fixed-rate." 
Couples are already taking advan¬ 
tage of fixed-rate deals as lenders 
look ahead to lower interest rates. 

EMU could have a long-term 


stabilising effect on the market 
because of low inflation. Fionnuala 
Earley, chief economist of the 
Council of Mortgage Lenders, says: 
“Low house-price inflation will 
come to be regarded as the norm 
within EMU.” There are many 
victims of the market’s former 
instability. But the days when 
homeowners could earn more 
money watching their wallpaper 


than going out to work are 
numbered. 


This would certainly be of benefit 
to victims of a rocky market, like 
Paula and Jack Simpson (see box) 
who lost their house in June 1996. 
But Mr Sanderson says that the 
market is already becoming less 
volatile. “If Britain were to enter 
monetary union this would lock us 
into lower inflation and thus create 
a more stable housing market. This 
process is already under way, and 
is likely to continue even if Britain 
were to stay out of monetary 
union." 

There are some risks associated 
with the six months or so around 
our entry into monetary union, Mr 


Sanderson says. “The problem is 
that if Britain adjusts its interest 
rates to be the same as those in the 
rest of Europe, we might find 
ourselves with rates which would 
be either too high or low for 
domestic conditions. We are partic¬ 
ularly vulnerable because we have 
so much variable-rate <febL“ 
Variable-rate mortgages account 
for 80 per cent of all mortgages in 


HOW A VOLATILE MARKET MADE US HOMELESS 


PAULA and Jade Simpson are just one family 
thrown into turmoil by a volatile housing market 
The couple lost their house in Hitch in, north 
Hertfordshire, in June 1996 after interest rate rises 
made it impossible for them to maintain 
payments on their variable-rate mortgage. Their 
home was repossessed. 

Mrs Simpson says “When interest rates were 
high in the early Nineties we got behind with the 
mortgage. We started having difficulties when we 
had children. My husband is a taxi driver. He has 
never stopped working but his job went downhill 
in the recession. We had been behind on the 
mortgage for two years, when out of the blue we 


got a repossession order. Ten minutes in court 
and we were no longer home-owners." 

For people like the Simpsons, the more stable 
bousing market that some believe could come with 
monetary union could only be a good thing. As it 
was, they were forced to spend a year in run-down 
council accommodation. “It was a grotty house 
with mould and damp in all the rooms, "says Mrs 
Simpson. They now have a better council house 
but the memories remain. “I never thought it could 
happen to us." she says. 


Adam Barnard 


• Names have been changed. 


the UK- However, in the rest of 
Europe the opposite is true. In 
Spain and Italy, around half of all 
homeowners have variable-rate 
mortgages, while - in France. 
Germany and The Netherlands, 
fewer 10 per cent of borrowers have 
variable rate mortgages. 

History suggests that those who 
warn of a period of instability could 
be right. The same principle hap¬ 
pened in the late 1980s when 
interest peaked at 15 per cent As 
Mr Sanderson says: “We saw how 
this could work during the experi¬ 
ence with the ERM. We wound up 
with a recession. The cycles were 
out of sync within Europe. We had 
inappropriately high interest rates 
and this had a big effect on the UK 
housing market, helping to gener¬ 
ate a recession." 

Lower interest rates to converge 
with our European partners could 
mean a temporary property boom 
as low rates may encourage more 
people to buy houses. Some, 
though, feel the risks of entry are 
being exaggerated. Mr Sanderson 
says: “The market is far more 
stable than it was ten years ago." 
Ms Earley agrees: “Fears are 
overstated. In reality, an expecta¬ 
tion of eventual entry is emerging, 
an announcement would be made 
after a referendum, and this would 
happen well in advance to allow 
physical preparation. 11115 would 
allow a smoother transition to a 
new rate." 


percentage change 
IN HOUSE PRICES, 
START 1996 TO END 
1997.. 
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CITY DOCKLANDS & 
EAST 


ST BHHTOW DOCK (Bor 
I Cioaa) 0.14996. 2 bad apUt 


■ ‘ . ‘ m * v 1 " I 


HIGHBURY/ 
ISLINGTON _ 

HI (B amll aq) Gnraad Haro 1 
baton. ahttng no. Ill 80 yia. 

, EL36flOO. Tut 0171 369 0088 
<daW)3S9399SC—aa/artrodaj. 

I N4MANORHOUSEl 


BERKSHIRE 


CHESHIRE 


HAMPSHIRE 


OXFORDSHIRE 


SUSSEX 


WALES 


WARWICKSHIRE 


MAYFAIR 

APARTMENT 

WI 

A quiet fifth floor ananmeae in 
du scurfy icfartUbcd poind 
baiUatg. Rcc no. khfafcfa (ID. 
three bdnns, two Maim (one 
cnsuie). day porter, lift. 
Leasehold (9JS jial SMSjOM 


BLACKHEATH 


No chain. FVtcMi 
Tdi«lMttl32M<ha 
arM611X727 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


LARGE COUNTRY 
HOUSE 

Strofegiacp recona y ddc 
sncTOOxd on apaan 6 aoca 
Good rimdnr 4 Gddag aad 
Safe nto* lor dAhen *hb anaage. 
strides *' 4^00 sqrft of aabuOdaga 
wtt ^aga arena, idart nglnr 
offi c es/ mc, 

imrmJlOMA, 

fTMMa. 

Td: 01189 760341 
or 0956 956544 


RUN YOUR BUSINESS 
FROM HOME. 

Land Eteritthre faoaae aad 
recently reaomred IM Camay 

Bn is 3 acres. 4 bnd htnre. 2 
baAtZfivfog roam*46rod«nAarf 
B fclwa . The Bm ponidci approa 
2000 sqfcet wt* care Soane for 
ore hy Media Croqney Heaty of 
pottag. Ni Aicot la a naal anaaoa 
ba cmy «0 Bed. Chrmrinj Oraary. 

£5953300 

819853*4441/0M2 27*511. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


BLACKHEATH I mwoow H O Mw n wcu ywfpw 

_ aoaal aa rio a (Or p nmhna fe ia 

D luced I 0171 384 7222. 


rWBIlim i ottarad fas ebarwrioa 
bona (S bad) with cottaga la 
a m enta l nrln da d reroreda No 
rasa. Panada 0171 221 1404 | 


COUNTY UH—THBI II CO A 
i iruipif hwTtrfnT ho mm ro^ 

arrtes Tal 01*1 P29 7900 

RETIRE 

TO 

VILLAGE 

LIFE 

NEAR 

CHESTER 

At Tattenhall. lar^c 2 bed 
hnuM-s «vllh hathmun. 
threw rraim.juraxt' & 
pabu • BeaulihiUt land¬ 
scaped. elusive retirement 
dodopTHTj! In - En^irdr 
Coiulyacd From (l!Hjni. 
freephone 0300 419 044 
tptoiingrtfNn 


LWIal OM Pae nk a iacr a r caeLc ' 
17Sa 2/3 bade + amrax. G fa. 
DWbl plea gds. Urol i ne n et . 
ellOgoOLTafc 01703 84*808. 

{1MU0H oOaad tor aaroQ 
a a cl adad ko na a «t eeadUon, 
with Jmmr flsbtoa No faaa. 
fends 0171 221 I-K>4 


■katebad coatsga 3 bada, ad] to 
600 acn Onset, wtkmio oalroa 
£250joa Tali 01109 830003 
VB1A88 boons (rid a ffank ad 
o o tta aa rrw a w a n ui . ont- 
ha Wbf . grodaa. p ad d o e*. 2 
■ens &re It of Winch I at n. 
C4COOOO Q1PA2 760727. 


NEW FOREST 

Period boose. 6 dobs. 
Secluded pociuob Direct . 

forest access. StaMes, 
outboildnics. 4 reception. 4 
bed. Stnnmog gsidens. 
Separate 3 room 
Gearie price £55*400. 
8J425 656727(Day/Ete) 


■W FOR . Oafoad. Aret dan 
dat 3 bad koa. 1 aav^tritn-Gpa 

EMc dual Low mailrt- 

gl79J60r018d6 764607. 

raWI 1 Km ugai ad foe aharodng 
boon (5 bad) with umta pa la 


WlriI 1S arena A etaar 


MR KWOIMV lowatr 6 bad 


■ aaidaire l 
01645 58 


ba»aria 0171 221 1404 


A Co 01798 343111 
■BOOO uiiim y boaaa fro refer- 


Iren tcoio, W. Sa. 4 bod 4 2 
■ttin*. 2 bachma, 2 broread 
loeapa with bolnoob. amn- 


* Co 01798 343111 


SCOTLAND 


«■! COAST. St Davids. Baaudr 
Ail aeons bam coord eocmoas 
fare EBVySO. 01348 84071A 


PROPERTY WANTED 

I aboald van reach Hka to na 
Qn raiialnjtna or pn aa tb ly 
Cbateaa} a flat wtriefe baa a 


B-W^COTIAND. Sreal bnOt cot 



. TaL: 0171 226 4569. 


SUFFOLK 


CHICHESTER 

3 ream. Sapertj Oot^grio property 
c i peri cktim hi imwic e a v ln a m at 
FoDy reaured «ri<h lovely 
saaaaTqaed views 4 hedaware. 4 


[mu*. 2 period del 


US 


gKiffas ad ondnrib 

a»254>00 



Td; 01243 544472 
Fax: 01243 544473. 

STOUGHTON 

Nr Chicbester, 6 mis main j 
station. Elevated position. | 
tine views, ftiily restored 
period property. S/6 beds, 3J4 
receps, 4 baths etc. D/Oge. 
gdn, paddock. 
£595.000. 
81243544472. 


t j roroDro bodioore, 1 or 
laMy 2 bathrooms, a MM- 


Ibis Oat alamld not be* Nad; 
It ahookl Mt la In a mml aiii 
block bat ua afa aa My far » pra 

1900b t nriMlaq which has 

boso wall convartad. 

Pro a liana of 16 yore mini' 
nram, I win gladly pay a good ; 

■taCBpnnuv.nalS.3940 
Sreatet CanVuu , 

Kafflktabridga, Eonriore. SW3. 
Tot 0171 8237619 _ | 


WARWICKSHIRE 




The Duke of Bucdeudi's 
former hunting lodge is 
the centrepiece of 
English Courtyard's 
splendid development 
of 23 houses and flats set 
in Add of beautiful 
gardens with wonderful 
open views across the 
rolling countryside. 
Prices from £169,000 

Freephone 0800 454 627 
quoting ref NP5 


SCOTLAND 


ARGYLLSHIRE GLENDARUEL 


S o h aa aul arederefaad^K5goTiBiM5ni3?a»iijgpaimld^evd l 
d “? s 5 beriwws: Ukfc* wiifa breahy; 

Vnlro Laepal daaUe precr. Mria» ekanetty, seprtc lok dtolnnr. 
pdvue refer tappiy. Od Urcd ccuuil l—". ta p a dam m ay. 

Oflfcn over C1B&M0 
Coaacraan. 

Svaat & Bcnata.Soildiim. I 

_ “rir|yns«rt*t,|kreoro.5Ar|jB7A23 7NE 

Tel: (01369) 702885: Fan (01369) 706695 -- ? 



VILLAGE 
LIFE NEAR 
CAMBRIDGE 

The p retry Cunbndge 
nccUdce viHacf ui t.inon 
is the setting of this latest 
EngEsh Court) ard. Then? 
dtv 23 ■=p«iou-. huwvs 
and Oats built an<und 
beautiful courtyards - 
Show house is now i<poi 
for\-iewing 
Prices hwn £190 jOOO 
Freephone 0800 454 626 
quoting ref NP7 


ESSEX - HARLOW COMMON 

Large Modern House 

Itaral wane J5 mins cwy. 5 nnns J7 Mil. 3 Reception 

ffSSsSSaSSSsa-* 

■cm. Safann mg poo l. Pool bouse with mm 
■" dtowetAwc,Tamucourt 
Offers IRO £550,000. 

noBK 01273 442990 or 01279 425714 ffaxJ-' 


LateVkBxBndeaEbEdboac. 
men uhidk bedrooms ((ore 
double rod dme bb^cX Three 
lip im-prio c tPiins. tup 
b t e he n. tt^plegnpe. Hafanc 
M25XOQ 
Tri: HOB <66961 
(Moadsy onwards I. 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































^ CHANG, 
QuSt prices 
M 1996 TOENd' 


1 

0 

4 

24 

D 

4. 

8-8 

Ti 

12 

>w 

1Z4 

UK 

lr6 

NL 

16-1 

DK 

ITS 

i?i 

2c4 

N 

35-4 



* 3 it 4 bed detached hones in High 
Wycombe. Price range: £172.500 - 
£225.000. Call 01494 530S75 

♦ New build and conversions in Winkfield. 

Nr Windsor with 4 and 5 beds. 

Price range: £400,000-81,000.000. 

Caii 01344 S91753 

♦ 4 anc 5 bed hemes at Woodley Near 
Reading. Price range: £257.500-£2S3.503 

• New, Listed Barn and Barn Conversions 
in Iver. Bucks. Price range: £115.000- 
El 75,000. Call 0118 942 S4SS 

» Parnell Mews. Weybridge, Surrey. 2 Duolex 
Apartments, 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms 
plus study. Priced at £139.950. 

Cali 01932 830300 

• Swan Court, Hartley Winfney. Hampshire. 
Price Range: £145.000-£135.000. 

Call 01252 342759 


Available Soo n 

* 2 bedroom a o ad men is 3 town houses 
:n Barnes. SVV15. Cali 0181 74$ 26-1 

* 3 bed town rouses in Sydenham. London 
SE2S. Ca.l 01 SI 773 3599 

* Mansion house set in 3.5 acres, with 
indoor pool ,n Wentworth. 

Cali 01256 340074 

* i •' henr": " .H r:' 






Sales Offices_Op en Daily 
from lO.OOam to 5.0 0pm 

www.bewley.co.uk 


English Courtyard have a limited number of luxury 
retirement houses & Dais available at> 

Puddetmn, Dorset - Towcester, Worth a n te 
Taunton, Somerset - Torquay, Devon 
Prices from aSftQO to £120.000 
Freephone 0800 220858 quoting ref RP2 


I HollmdSmet 
|cwite|iDa WS 4LT 


f Hatlud Sued 
W» 4U 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 
Lnxmy ba y fr ou t apa rt men t, 
2 bedroom, 2 Irtb, sauted 
on 22 met of prince 
y wL. teanis coui t s, 
pool*, gyms, marina, best 
scctmiy. 

Knowfin# wftiMf 

Bazjpda prior $129,500. 
Td: 001 305 892 0406 
Fkx: 001305 892 S4Z1 


NEW HOMES 


There are just 9 homes in 
total, weS placed fear the 
town and handy (or the 
main road to Exeter - 
ad built to Westbur/s 
.high s tand a r ds with a 
sumptuous specification 
and generous sized plots. 

For details oaB (01626} 351101. 

5 bed detached homes from £205,000. 


Aifdl*! impression of a typicol 


yto 

tJttl 


r -n no 
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Quality Homes of Character... 



HERTFORDSHIRE 


NORTHAW - Norrhaw Valley 

Just released, five bedroom country homes at this prestigious 
development, secluded amongst acres of woodland, with panoramic 
views across the valley and approached via a long sweeping private 
driveway. Prices from £599,950. 

Telephone 01707 642667. 

Sales office open*. 

ARKLEY -The Grange 

Just three remaining, five bedroom country homes set in rural 
seclusion in retractive greenbelt countryside. Easy access to the Ml 
and M25. Prices from £435,000. 

Telephone 0181 441 2492. 

Showboose open*. 

BUSHEY — Phoenix Court 

Just released, 4 four and five bedroom detached homes with views 
over the golf course. 

Prices from £319,950. 

Telephone 0181 950 6885. 

Sales office open*. 

CHESHUNT — Burleigh View 

An inspiring development of IS traditionally built five bedroom 
homes in 9 elevatkmal styles featuring excellent specification. 

Easy access to die M25 and Cuffley and Cheshunt BR stations. 
Price guide from £289,950. 

-Telephone 01707 872500. 

Sales office open*. 

WATFORD - Langfey Place 

An exclusive development of 22 four bedroom townhouses situated 
within a sheet distance erf Watford town centre. Easy access to the 

M25 and Ml. 

.. Prices from £199,950. 

Telephone 01923 222212. 


HAMPSHIRE 


STUBBINGTON - Spring Walk 

Spring Walk boasts three, four and five bedroom homes in 
. traditional elevatkmal styles. Prices from £116,000 - £1894100. 
Telephone 01329 662565. 

Shonbonu note open Thursday - Monday 10am - 6pm. 


BERKSHIRE 


EARLEY - Woodland Grove - 

An exclusive development of 4 five bedroom homes in 3 elevational 
styles. Prices from £310,000. Only two remaining. 

Telephone 0118 9352555. 


SURREY 


SURBITON - South borough Gardens 

Set in private grounds featuring two and three bedroom apartments 
and three and four bedroom townhouses. 

Two bedroom apartments from £165,950. 

Four bedroom townhouses from £279,950. 

Telephone 0181 390 4004. 

Shawhnuse open*. 

LONG DITTON - Kingfishers 

Imposing four bedroom townhouses and two and three bedroom 
apartments and penthouses. 

Apartments from £240,000. 

Townhouses from £350,000. 

Telephone 0181 398 3662. 

Showhoose now open*. 

B1SLEY - Byron Place 

A development of 11 two and three bedroom homes in 2 popular 
housestyles. Price guide from £111.000 - £149,950. 

Telephone 01483 481578. 

Sales office open Saturday - Sunday 10am - 6pm. 
CARSHALTON - Woodcote Park 

Set in acres of rolling countryside, just 36 substantial four and five 
bedroom homes in a variety of traditional elevations and designs. 
Five bedroom homes from £375,000. 

Telephone 0181 770 0916. Sales office open*. 

SOUTH NUTFXELD - Chestnut Grove 

Set in a beautiful Surrey village, 4 magnificent five bedroom 

detached homes with superb specification. 

Price guide from £399,950. 

Telephone 01737 768164. 

•All sales offices and showhouses are open daily 
from 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Prices and availability correct at rime of going to press. 


,.. from the strongest of foundations 


For further details of current and forthcoming developments, 
please call anv of our site sales offices listed for a copy of our latest dales Directory. 




3B3S'?-g , FE5-?£ B'B'dS 3 rfsco 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































16 • pets _ • 

Once they were kept to be eaten, now they live in the house. 


From the cooking 


THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY APRIL 111998 


Carol Price charts the rise of the pet rabbit. 


B eaton is 141b of New lop buck who has always had 
Zealand White bun- problems with a sticky bottom 
ny with a passion for ..." U gives you the idea, 
watching television. But worse still seems to be 
listening to CDs of Gregorian the discovery that when a 


pot to the couch 

nPAl 


about the sofa with his own¬ 
ers, the actress Toyah Wilcox 
and her musician husband. 
Robert Fripp. at their Wilt¬ 
shire home. 

Not for him the customary 
outdoor mini-stalag complex 
with only a carrot for com¬ 
pany. Beaton is one of those 
progressive modem indoor 
bunnies that the _ British 
Houserabbit Association has 
recently been urging us to 
have — fully integrated into 
the domestic environment, 
with his own litter tray. 

Miss Wilcox says: “It's crim¬ 
inal to stick rabbits in hutches 

at the bottom of the _ 

garden. The more 

freedom and affec- I 

tion you give them. 

the more person- crill 

aiity they develop 

and the more socia- +q c 

ble and intelligent “ 

they become." 

The status and 1 auL 

popularity of rab- ~ u--. 

bits is rising steadi- «. x 1U 

ly. Animals that. a , 

only 30 or 40 years U 1C g< 

ago. were kept for 
the cooking pot are 
now the nation's third most 
popular pets, after cats and 
dogs. Three million rabbits 
are kept as pets in Britain. 

Such popularity has led to a 
choice of more than 50 rabbit 
breeds. The smallest — the 
Netheriand Dwarf and Polish 
varieties — can weigh only 
two-and-a-ha If pounds and the 
biggest, like the Finnish Giant 
or Vienna Blue, can be the size 
of a corgi. 

Anne Mitchell, of the British 
Houserabbit Association, 
says: “Miniature and lop- 
eared varieties seem to be 
most in demand." This in¬ 
cludes the classic English lop; 
a rabbit which, to the rtort- 
speciaiist observer, appears to 
have ears like windsocks. 

You have to be a mie bunny 
expert like John Self, president 
of the British Rabbit Council, 
to appreciate their finer 
attributes. Mr Self, who is a 
veteran show rabbit judge and 
rabbit breeder — which surely 
has to be one of the easier 
achievements on earth — de¬ 
fines a top-class bunny as 
having "a good head and body 
shape, coat quality and pat¬ 
tern, dear bright eyes, hard¬ 
ness of Qesh, dear feet and 
general good health". Sadly, 
many of us are not quite so 
dued up when we spot that 
little bunny in the pet shop. We 
do not realise the range of 
health problems that rabbits 
face. Here is a taster. “Dear 
Fur 0 Feather magazine. I 
have an 18-month castrated 


‘It’S 

criminal 
to stick 
rabbits in 
a hutch in 
the garden* 


ir.Tii:i j,« t1.u-1i:,T; , 


— at around five months — it 
undergoes violent hormonal 
mood swings, known in the 
trade as "Bunny PMT". Fight¬ 
ing or mating seems to be the 
only thing on their minds, and 
they become rather trying. 
“The does are the worst," says 
Ms Mitchell. They get 
grumpy and aggressive. 
Bucks just rush around the 
place spraying everything." 

Many people might give up 
on rabbits at this point, un¬ 
aware of how neutering and 
spaing can turn bunnies back 
to their sweeter selves. Miss 
Wilcox has only ever kept one 

_ rabbit at a time — 

always male — 
§ since the age of 

seven, “because my 
rjal sister had two 

once, and after 
jiVL- three months she 

LV -' ,V had 17. all charging 

i-Q around this garden 

La 111 in Wimbledon mat- 

‘"h in > n 8 w <th each oth- 

•11 HI er. There seemed 

, no end to it" 

.Gen She believes that 
_____ bucks are better- 

natured then does, 
though Beaton — who has not 
been castrated — views the 
Wilcox/Fripp home as a me¬ 
nage d trois. “He sleeps in the 
bedroom with us.” says Miss 
Wilcox, "and he knows the 
difference between the human 
sexes, and a bit of male 
territorial-type spraying goes 
on. 

"Often he’ll spray the chair 
Robert has just been sitting on. 
Once Robert came home to 
discover he'd unwittingly 
spent a whole morning at the 
bank, round the shops and on 
other errands with Beaton's 
pee streaked down his trou¬ 
sers and he got rather an¬ 
noyed. Yet when I'm away 
Beaton and Robert are insepa¬ 
rable. Rabbits are great, affec¬ 
tionate company even if they 




Toyah Wilcox with Beaton: 

don’t do much. You can get 
very attached to them. 

Ms Mitchell who provides a 
helpline for the British 
Houserabbit Association and 
runs a rabbit rescue centre in 


Sussex, thinks that the steady 
tide of unwanted and aban¬ 
doned rabbits in this country 
could be much reduced if 
owners had better welfare 
knowledge before buying 
them. She says: "The BHA is 
against the sale of rabbits in 
pet shops because they cannot 
always sex them correctly or 
provide full enough after-sale 
advice. It is better to get one 
from a reputable breeder." 

• For information on rabbit care, 
contact the British Houserabbit 
Association helpline {01403 
267658) or the Rabbit Charity 

10181-8880001), which publishes a 
newsletter on rabbit care. For 
derails of reputable rabbit breeds, 
contact the British Rabbit 
Council: 01636 676043. 

• Fur & Feather magazine: 
01473652789. 

• Fora five copy o/Top loTail. a 
guide to rabbit care, send anA4 
sac to: Pet Plan. West Cross 
House. 2 West Cross Way, 
Brentford. Middlesex TW8 9DX. 


Rabbits are now Britain’s third most popular pets: easy to keep and to walk 


A VET WRITES 


— 1 hear it is "Worming^ 
__J Week". Is this a gim-r 
mick to sell wormers or 
should I take it seriously and 
worm Sheba, my four-year- 
old spayed Labrador. IYe 
never seen any sign of worms 
from her. Blackie. my cat, 
gets tapeworms occasionally 
but one tapeworm tablet 
seems to get rid of them and 
he’s never M- 

— You should worm She- 

_ ba. Not for her sake but 

because there is a remote risk 

• of children picking up round- 
worm larvae from soQ or 
grass contaminated by dog 
faeces. Adult Toxocara 
(roundworms) live in the dog’s 
intestines. They are 3-Sin long, 
pale beige in colour, round in 
cross section and look like a 
piece of plastic-covered wire. 
The worm eggs pass out with * 
the dog’s motion. 

After a few weeks or 
months, depending on the 
temperature, the eggs hatch 
into larvae. When a dog 
swallows these they pass into 
his bowel where the adult 
worms live. But they don't stay 
there. They set off on a circular 
tour. Through the bowel wall, 
into the blood stream, wander 
through the muscles, liver and 
lungs, up the windpipe to be 
swallowed again to return, as 
young adults, to the intestine. 
Some larvae stop on the way 
and encyst in the muscles to m 
resume their journey when a - 
bitch becomes pregnant. They 
can cross the placenta to infect 
puppies before they are bom. 

That’s the normal life cycle 
of Toxocara. But children can 
pick up the worm. By drop¬ 
ping a lollipop on infected 
grass and ticking it clean, or 
eating a sandwich with un¬ 
washed hands after a game of 
football. Then the larvae are in 
an unsuitable host. Most don't 
develop further and do no 
harm. A few start to migrate, 
and get lost. In’ rare instances 
they reach the bade of the eye. 
damage the retina and sight in 
that eye. Usually temporarily, 
but other times there is perma¬ 
nent damage, ft is rare. Less 0 
than 50 children per year, but 
a most unhappy happening 
for those few. That’s why you 
should worm Sheba at feast 
twice a year: to be a responsi¬ 
ble dog owner and do your 
part in making Toxocara an 
endangered species. 

Blackie’s tapeworms are no 
risk to human health and not 
likely to upset the cal either. 

[pTI Where can 1 gel a Haiti? 
)VJ My dog won’t stop prill¬ 
ing when be's on a lead and 
I’m told this halter type head 
collar trill stop him. But my 
pel shop doesn't know what 
I’m talking about 

H Haiti's are stocked by 
many pet shops, so try 
some others. If you're unsuc¬ 
cessful write to The Company 
of Animals. PO Box 23, 
Chertsey, Surrey KTI6 OPU. 
Make sure you get one that is 
the right size for your dog. 

James Allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet, 
WeekeiuTThe Times. / 

Pennington Street. London El 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. He regrets 
that he cannot reply to letters 
personally. 


Not enough room to swing a cat 


Keeping a house 
full of animals is 
not good for them 
or healthy for you, 
says Jo Carlowe 


W hen Nigel Shelton, an 
RSPCA inspector, received 
keys and a letter stating: “1 
have left my cats. Can you sort them 
out?" he expected a nm-of-the mill 
inspection. 

He visited the abandoned coundl 
flat in Bow. East London, and. noting 
the over-powering cany stench that 
hit him on approach, he anticipated a 
find of about 20 cats. However, he 
was not prepared for the sight that 
greeted him — cats everywhere. He 
counted 97. 

Just down the road in Poplar. Mr 
Shelton's colleague, inspector Mark 
Martin, was dealing with a similar 
case. A Tower Hamlets animal 
warden had contacted him about a 
woman causing an environmental 
nuisance. 

The woman, a pensioner, had 
accumulated 75 cats. "It was a bit 
whiffy in there. The woman was 
devastated when we said they’d have 
to go. but she realised she had a 
problem. I took 3-1 cats in one go. We 
let her keep the ones that were too old 
to reproduce." Mr Martin says. 

In both these cases rhe owners were 
not prosecuted, unlike Tina 
Blunsden. 3S, of East London. Last 
week, magistrates ordered Miss 
Blunsden to pay £1.200 costs and 
banned her from owning any ani¬ 
mals for 12 months after she had been 
found with 2S Yorkshire Terriers 
crammed into her 10ft by 12ft bedsit. 

The authorities could have im¬ 
posed a life ban, a £5,000 fine and six 
months’ imprisonment. 

However. Miss Blunsden feels that 
her world has been shattered as all 28 
members of her Family have been 
taken to be rehoused. “I kept dogs 
because l couldn’t have children. 



Tina Blunsden kept 28 dogs in her bedsit (left). The RSPCA found 97 cats in this London home (right) 


They were so nice to me — the most 
important thing in my life. I think a 
lot of my parents, although they may 
not think a lot of me at the moment, 
but the animals come first. My hobby 
was the animals, my work was the 
animals. 1 doted on them all." she 
says. 

Before her encounter with the 
RSPCA Miss Blunsden. who is 
registered disabled, was often seen 
wheeling a supermarket trolley full of 
Yorkshire Terriers along the Finchley 
Road in northwest London — ah 
incongruous figure among the well- 
heeled Hampstead shoppers. 

“1 used to exercise the dogs in the 
trolley. We always had an outing." 
she says. 

Lee Hopgood. the RSPCA inspec¬ 
tor who dealt with her case, views 
Miss Blunsden’s activities as an 
obsession- “She needed to be sur¬ 
rounded by dogs all the rime," he 
says. When he first visited Miss 
Blunsden at iter flat he found 27 dogs, 
some squashed into storage crates. 

The remaining pets roamed free 
but even then the flat was tiny, with 
much of the fioor space taken up by 
two beds. Some of the dogs were 
allowed on Miss Blunsden’s bed — 
“my natural hot water bottles." she 
calls them. 


Mr Hopgood advised Miss 
Blunsden to cut the numbers down to 
six. but he returned eight weeks later 
and found dog number 28. “I’d 
already paid for'it." she says. 

Some of the dogs had skin com¬ 
plaints and others were prone to 
fighting — the air was stifling, and, us 
a result. Inspector Hopgood felt 
compelled to act. 

According to the RSPCA multiple 
ownership is on the increase. Keep¬ 


ing a menagerie of animals in a 
residential dwelling is not in itself an 
offence. It becomes one. however, 
when an animal is mistreated or 
when the property becomes on envi¬ 
ronmental health hazard. 

Sadly. Miss Blunsden. and other 
multiple pet owners, are motivated 
by the belief that they arc being kind 
to their animals. Their failing'is not 
deliberately cruelty bul the huge gulf 
between their perception of helping 
ASHLEY COOMBES 



Sian Hoi: has 13 well-kept cats in her London maisonette 


these pets and their ability to actually 
do so. 

Anne Conybeare, animal welfare 
officer for Welwyn and Hatfield 
Council, herself a multiple pet owner, 
would like the Home Office to 
introduce compulsory pet neutering, 
tagging, inoculations and annual 
inspections for multiple owners. 

Some multiple owners, however, 
are already on top of this and run 
their menageries successfully. Sion 
Holt, a professional cellist keeps 13 
cals and assorted rodents in her 
north London maisonette. Her cats, 
mostly elderly or disabled rescued 
pels, are neutered, vaccinated and 
well-looked after. Her home is dean 
and does not smell and the neigh¬ 
bours do not complain. 

“1 think it is quite possible to live 
with lots of animals and maintain a 
good standard of hygiene." she says. 
“TTiis is not just for the cats' sake but 
also for mine. We have a cat run (in 
the garden) so they can go out safely 
without going to the toilet in other 
people’s gardens or being a menace.” 

B ut whether a person treats 
their animals badly or well, 
with knowledge or in igno¬ 
rance. the common strand that links 
many menagerie owners is their 
disappointment in humanity. 

Miss Blunsden. for example, was 
bom disabled and says she has had 
to endure a lifetime of being taunted. 
Her dogs, however, show her total 
acceptance. 

Ms Holt. too. says her animals 
contribute to her sense of self-worth 
which she did not receive from her 
parents. “My father left when I was 
very yuung and he found it incredibly 
difficult lu show any emotion. If you 
give warmth to an animal you get it 
back one-ihousand-fold." 

As if echoing a theme.* Ms 
Conybeare comes to the same conclu¬ 
sion. “1 trust animals more than 
humans. I have been let down by 
humans," she says. 

Sometimes humans let down their 
animals as well. While multiple 
ownership remains unregulated, 
some pets are being killed by mis¬ 
placed kindness. 


Forget the chocs - 
give the dog a bone 


WHILE THIS time of year 
may be a chocolate-fest for us 
humans, sharing Easter eggs 
with our per dogs could end in 
disaster. Harsh as it may 
sound, just 2Q0g of ordinary 
chocolate could prove fatal to 
our four-legged friends. 

Chocolate intended for hu¬ 
man consumption contains 
theobromine, which reacts 
with the dog’s body systems 
and can lead to serious heart 
and respiratory problems. 
Chocolate poisoning, if not 
treated, could kill a dog. 

Alison Ifudd. a veterinary 
nurse and member of the 
British Veterinary Nursing 
Association, explains: "Many 
dog owners are unaware of 


the potential dangers of a 
small amount of chocolate, 
and this time of year is 
worrying because there is so 
much of it around. This calls 
for extra vigilance around the 
home, especially if there are 
children in the household." - 
But it doesn't have to be all » 
bad news. There are choco¬ 
late-style doggy treats avail¬ 
able from most stores and 
supermarkets, which means 
that Rover can still share in 
the Easter fun. For treats, call 
Hartz (0115-978 4271) or buy 
Armitage, stocked at your 
local pet shop. Or give a dog 
what he likes best a bone. 

Neil Fullbrook 
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ADOPT ME 


BRAM BLE is a six-month- 
old brown Agouti guinea 
pig who was brought in to 
Wood Green Animal Shel¬ 
ter when his owners moved 
house. He is very tame, and 
would make an ideal first 
pel for a young child, or as a 
companion to another guin¬ 
ea Pig or rabbit. If you 
would like to adopt Bram¬ 
ble please contact Wood 

SlTf n Shelter 

(01480 830014). 






Bramble: ideal chad's pet 
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WEEKEND COURSES AND ACTIVITIES 


Chip away at 




CORKS 


the old block 


APRIL 17-19 


Working with willow. Mak¬ 
ing bird houses and homes at 
ihe Somerset Levels Centre. 
Burrowbridge (01963 3704131. 
From £135. 

Multi-activity breaks. Ed ale. 
Derbyshire, at the YHA (01433 
670302). Two nights, including 
full-board, tuition and equip¬ 
ment. from £95.' 

The soprano in pinlc 17th and 
18th century song, spinet 
music and talks. Al AudJey 
End, Essex with English Heri¬ 
tage (0171-973 3396). Price 
£5.75. 

Wildlife watch for families; 
Gardening for wildlife; 
Otters and other riverside 
mammals. At the Harford 
Mill Centre, East Bergholt, 
Essex (01206 298283). From 
£85-£105, inclusive. 

Birds of Ley and coast A 
birdwatdiing weekend at the 
Slapton Ley Field Centre. 
Kingsbridge, Devon (01548- 
580446). From E79-E1Q5. 

Wine appreciation; The in¬ 
dustrial heritage of South 
Wales; Yoga; Music making 
for beginners. Ar various 
locations this -weekend with 
H.F. Holidays (0181-905 9558). 
From EL24 to £194. 

Learn to swine Entertaining 
single-handed, how to give a 


dinner party on one's own, 
with recipes. Both at the 
Eamley Concourse, Chiches¬ 
ter. West Sussex (01243 
670392). Price £149 residential, 
E103 non-residential. 

Belly dancing. At the Moun¬ 
tain Hall. Queensbury, West 
Yorkshire (01274 816258). Price 
per course £85 residential. E60 
non-residenrial. 

Stone carving workshop. At 
West Dean College. Chiches¬ 
ter. West Sussex (01243 811301). 
Price from £150 residential 


APRIL 24-26 


Scottish yoga weekend in the 
Trossachs. At Lendrick Lodge. 
Callender. Perthshire, with 
the Ruth White Yoga Centre 
(0181-644 0309). From £108. 
Motor racing in single-seat 
racing cars. An introductory 
course with personal instruc¬ 
tion and solo laps. With Angli¬ 
an Activity Breaks, Norwich 
(01602 700770). Price EI20. 
accommodation available. 
Reading Latin; A jazz week¬ 
end; D.H. Lawrence and 
E.M. Forster: An introduc¬ 
tion to world religions. Sub¬ 
jects under discussion at the 
University of Cambridge. 
Madingley Hall (01954 
210636). Price per course £120, 
inclusive. 



Memoir writing; Garden 
sculpture; A George Gersh¬ 
win celebration. Ar the Wen- 
sum Lodge, King Street, 
Norwich (01603 66602). Price 
per course £84, inclusive. 
Upstairs downstairs: life in 
an English country house; 
Buddhism and philosophy; 
Ancient Egyptian religion. At 
Dillington House. Ilminster, 
Somerset (01460 55866). From 
£105 residential. E79 /ion- 
residential. 

Baskets, bunches and boxes. 
A flower-arranging weekend 
at Horn castle College. Horn- 
castle. Lines (01507 522449). 
Price E86 full board. 

Walking iu spring. A week¬ 
end of guided spring walks, 
each eight miles long, at 
Chichester Harbour and the 
South Downs. Also Calligra¬ 
phy for fun and Painting and 
sketching. All from the 
Eamley Concourse. Chiches¬ 
ter, West Sussex (01243 
670392). Prices from E149 resi¬ 
dential. £103 non-residential. 
Conservation weekends. Brit¬ 
ish Trust for Conservation 
Volunteers (01491 839766). On 
the Jurassic Coast of Dorset, 
repairing the southwest coast¬ 
al path or fossil-hunting. Price 
£100 inclusive. 

Medieval women; Decorative 
stained glass; Alexander tech¬ 
nique. At Urchfont Manor. 
Devizes. Wilts (01380 840495). 
From £99-£104, inclusive. 


IAY 1-3 


Damon HH1 learnt young from father Graham: take the 
wheel of a single-seater racing car in Norwich, April 24-26 


Spring into summer. A four- 
day health and fitness week¬ 
end, with yoga, exercises, 
workouts, pool sessions and 
line dancing at the Eamley 
Concourse, Chichester, Sussex 
(01243 670392). Price £218 resi¬ 
dential. £144 non-residential. 
Surfing, windsurfing, ski 
surfing, kayaking, Canadian 
canoeing, sailing, climbing. 
At Outdoor Adventure, Bude, 
Cornwall (01288 361312). 

Weekend rates from £123. 
inclusive of full board, tuition 
and equipment 
A Ante weekend; The inter¬ 
mediate cellist Two courses 



Perhaps expecting Mount Rushmore results after lesson one is optimistic but you can master the basics of stone carving in Sussex next weekend 


at the Benslow Music Trust. 
Hitchin, Herts (01462459446). 
From E87-E1U, inclusive. 

Bird son^ A badger wed- 
end- Two short courses for 
nature lovers at the Field 
Studies Council Centre. Pres¬ 
ton Montford, Shrewsbury 
(01743850674). From E75-E105. 


Advanced bridge; Don Gio¬ 
vanni ; Patchwork and quot¬ 
ing; Architectural dues. At 
the Hill Residential Centre. 
Abergavenny, Gwent (01495 
333777). Price per course £88. 
life and landscape painting; 
China painting Bridge Con¬ 
tinental Tan-matting At the 


Homcastle College. Hom- 
castie. Linos (01507 522449). 
Price per course from £86. 
inclusive. 

Inventing, inventors and in¬ 
ventions; German; An intro¬ 
duction to aromatherapy. All 
this weekend at the Lanca¬ 
shire College, Charley,. Lancs 


(01257 260909). Price per Pottery throwing and turn- 
course £96. in& Wood engraving; Water- 

Leant to play the mandolin in colours for beginners; Jew 
a weekend: Music for man- ellery making. Courses at the 
dolin ensembles; Anglo-Sax- West Dean College. Chiches- 
on literature. At the Wansfell ter. West Sussex (01243 811301). 
College. Theydon Bois, Essex Price per course £150. 

(01992 813027). Price per 

course £85. ROBIN NEILLANDS 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE 






TIMES 


FREE RHS MEMBERSHIP 
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PLUS FREE ENTRY TO 11 
BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 


T oday The limes offers readers the opportunity to become 
a member of the RHS for four months FREE. 

The trial membership covers May, June, July and August 
Simply collect four of the six tokens published in The Times this 
week and attach them to the direct debit form, right 
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AS AN RHS MEMBER YOUR BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

• a saving of up to £10 on tickets for the Chelsea Flower Show 

(May 19-22) . 

• a free monthly copy of The Garden magazine (worth EZ.75) 

• unlimited free entry to 26 beautiful gardens throughout 
Britain including Wisley in Surrey, Rosemoor in Devon and 
Hyde Hall in Essex. 

• plus free gardening advice from RHS experts, the opportunity 
to apply for free seeds from Wisley Garden and access to the 
famous Lindley library for reference and borrowing. 
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VISIT A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN — FREE 

If you do not want to become a member, you can still save up 
to £5 on the cost of entry at one of the 11 gardens listed below. 
Simply attach three Free Garden tokens to a voucher published 
on Tuesday and yesterday, and present them at the garden of 
your choice or at the RHS Westminster Flower Show. 


CHOOSE FROM THESE ELEVEN GARDENS^ 


vtai ™ ot »ie Marina befcw May 31.1998; 


imsteT.wownas»fw, 

Tat 01483224234 (normally £5) Mon-Sat 

RHS G»nfcB Bcsrawmr. Gn»l Twrtngtwi. Nortti 

DBwnJet 01805624*7 (nonnaBy E4) ttaly 
BBC gflftPFP wpte im Rpflandan. Chgfensfcnl* 
Esso, Tet 01245 400256 (nomaftr £3) Wy 
Um MtstfctontoK, Ness. Nesskm. 

South WfrraL Tet01513530123 
(nomaBy £4j (cheek ftrasl 

&werttyja012ffl3fl3517(wm^£^) 1 ^ 
BngflK teTtartnmJ Trust Fawreftam. Kant. 

Tet 017W 53S388(normaly EZ501 dK* tines 


wmiaiwieg ggw. Bocfcland Monatfwnw. 
W Yetarton, Devon. Tet 0tK2854763 
(nofmaflyE3JO) Italy 
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Timnea Eanton. Grarapuwd Read, Truro. 

Tee 01726 883S47 (nurmaiy £3) Italy 
FaiAAbtay, Chanl, SomeisBl, Tet 01«0 
221290 (nomialy £3.75)daHy 
(» Visa Ha BBS fle rt n fa tfnr n—IU flW , 

Aprt 2& 1998, IfcnvSjm New Hat 

Wss&nfn&r. London. SW1. 
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APPLICATION FOR RHS MEMBERSHIP 


| I would like lour months free mat membership. If I decide to Join the 
i RHS lor a further 12 months, £31 wfB be deducted (flrecay from my 
i bank account A the end of August. I can cancel the mandate al any 
j time by writing to my bank. 


Surname. 


■ Tide_Initiate . 


Address ...... 


. Postcode 


Daytime tel. no. 


I aumodse you urns further notice In writing to pay the Royal Horticultural 
| Society dteset debtts from the account detailed on this form. | understand 
that tire Royal Horticultural Society may change the amounts and dates 
only after gWng me prior notice. 

i For offteM use only-RHS membership number —- 

□ □□□□□□□ ^JSSg'rT 

Originator's coda* 998978 

Name and address ot your bank____ 


■ Postcode 


Bar* account irt the name of. 


Bank account nutnlKr □□□□□□□□ 

[ -Bankso"«08 □□□□□□ 


Signed 


■ Date. 


Return fax The Royal Horticultural Society, 
PO Bo* 313, London SWlP 2PE. 


1164 i 


Terns and CraiWius Appfcatmsfor mflmbensNp musl be rec8*wdbyAprH3a 1898. 
Four nxwhs' free membaretiqi expires on August31 , 1908, If you decide tojoh the 
RHS to & further 12 mtrthB.E31 vril be debited tram your account al the eeflot August 


CHANGING TIMES 
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‘One house, whose owners’ eyesight was failing, had swarms of mice running across floors, dancing on tables and_eati ng the fo od 

- -- —---- * poison because traps are too labour 

mmm Too much good will for hunting ||g||| 


A lmost every time I turn the 
television on, a tiny, super-mcelli- 
gent mouse is performing feats of 
gymnastics as it outwits two bumbling 
humans—part of the Easter publicity for 
the Hollywood film Mousehunt. 

The scenario rings horribly true, at 
least in this house. I’m incapable of being 
brutal enough to repel mouse invasions, 
i always end up filling humane traps 
with Belgian chocolate, or sprinkling 
cayenne pepper around in the hope that 
it’ll irritate the intruders so much they’ll 
decide to leave of their own accord. (It 
doesn't, of course.) 

Given my limitations. I thought it 
would be useful to meet a professional 
mouse assassin, so I tracked down John 
Symonds, who has worked as a pest 
controller in Dorset for around 18 years. 

Lively, bewhiskered and foil of charm, 
he sat by his fireside with a glass of 
Benedictine and tried to explain the 
rudiments of pest control. He doesn’t do 
it any more: he’s reverted to his old trade 
of village gravedigger, and 1 couldn’t 
help thinking that the sense of humour 
required for the two jobs must be similar. 


His favourite task wasn’t mouse 
control — it was fumigating fleas: 
“Fumigating fleas was fun because you’d 
go to someone’s house, and they'd feel 
awful — embarrassed — and you’d say. 
'Oh, everyone has fleas', and they’d be so 
pleased. See. if they had rats they could 
blame the people next door, but you can't 
do that with fleas.” 

His particular area of expertise was 
hornets, and he had a special, ultra-risky 
method of dealing with them which 
involved using no goggles or special 
clothes. “You were supposed to wear 
protective clothing, but I never did," he 
explains — instead, an old fertiliser bag, 
a can of fly spray and a rat spoon were all 
the tools he needed. A rat spoon is a very 
long metal spoon for setting bait in 
inaccessible places: John Symonds’s was 
a three-foot, ex-army serving spoon. 

“You had to be brave. Those nests 
would hang down like a lampshade, and 


I'd get under and 
spray up through the 
hole they were com¬ 
ing out of and then, 
as quickly as 1 could, 

I knocked the nest 
dawn with my rat 
spoon so the whole 
lot fell into the bag. 

Fly spray knocks 
hornets out but one 
time I was driving a 
nest to Beaminster 
tip in my van and 
they ate their way 
out of the fertiliser LUCY 

bag. Made a ripping 
noise as they ate the plastic — and then 
they were all over the car." 

Although he made a living horn 
destroying them. John is still fascinated 
by hornet behaviour. He likes the way 
they work all night on their nests, instead 


DOWN TO EARTH 


LUCY PINNEY 


of sleeping, like 
wasps. And he's no¬ 
ticed that they prefer 
I to build their nests 

near broken oak 
branches, so they 
can eat the sap. He's 
full of these observa¬ 
tions. such as the feet 
that a mouse can be 
pregnant with new 
young while she’s 
still feeding the first 
litter. But when I 
asked him if he’d 
INNCY ever come across an 

iranc-i especially intelligent 

and determined mouse, like the one in 
Mousehunt. he snorted: “Intelligence! I 
was out to poison the buggers, not to 
think about what they could do!" 

He does have a story about a bouse 
completely take n over by mice, but it 


doesn't have the sort of plot Hollywood 
would warm to. The house was at 
Sandford Orcas. and the owners were a 
retired Colonel and his wife, whose 
eyesight was failing with old age. John 
was called out bv their home-carer, 
veto’d found swarms of mice running 
across the floors, dancing on die tables 
and eating the food. 

“I put down a poison called 
Alphachloralose. It has a queer effect 
Once the mice eat it they fall about as u 
they’re drunk, then they sit down and 
laugh at you — and ihen they swell and 
blow up. Causes a bit of a riot Next 
morning the home-carer made the poor 
old people toast for breakfast and there 
was a ninny smell. She hadn’t noticed 
there were mice in the toaster. I can never 
eat toast now." 

Unlike me with my half-hearted 
attempts to get rid of mice. John 
Symonds never used traps. He used 


noison because iraps are too labour- 
intensive and need to be mspeciedevery 
h™ He has regrets about this because 
however carefofly be placed bait with his 
raVspoon. the odd drowsy mouse woufo 
inevitably wander into the open and be 
eaten bv a sparrow hawk. 

Ii’s a rare poison that doesn i kill a 
whole chain of animals in the wild 
according to John. ‘They always reck¬ 
oned strychnine killed nine times and 
zinc seven. And as for moles they used 
to sav one poisoned worm wouM kill an 
acre'of moles because moles'll eat one 
another. It isn’t an everyday practice, but 
it does happen." 


J ohn’s most grisly stoiy would proba¬ 
bly amuse a mouse. It concerns a 
farm sale he went to a few years ago 


where one of the lots was an 18th-century 
mantrap with wicked-looking ts-ui. After 
this had sold for a huge sum. John got 
drinking with the farmer who told him it 
had been used quite recently. Being 
troubled by poachers, he'd been unable 
to resist putting it out in his fields and 
caught the village postman. 


A friend in tweed 


is a friend indeed 


W hen John Gal¬ 
liano launched 
his own Autumn 
98 collection and 
the couture collection of Chris¬ 
tian Dior with dramatic outfits 
made of Harris tweed, glasses 
were raised in celebration in 
the Outer Hebrides. 

Those few short strolls down 
the catwalk in Paris were 
proof positive of the renais¬ 
sance of a doth that provides a 
way of life for hundreds of 
remote crofters. Finally. Har¬ 
ris tweed has taken on a 
sophisticated image that ap¬ 
peals to a young generation. 

Derick Murray, chairman 
of the KM Harris Tweed 
Group, is naturally delighted. 
“This has been a major break¬ 
through for us." he says. “In 
the past the person who 
bought Harris tweed was a 
man in his fifties who proba¬ 
bly passed on his jacket to his 
son. We had to move on from 
that to survive. 

“Having John Galliano use 
Harris tweed is the best thing 
that could have happened to 
us. L am absolutely delighted. 
The big manufacturers of 
women's fashion watch what 
these Paris guys are doing; 
they work off them." 

Galliano himself says that 
he is greatly pleased with the 
new Harris tweed. “Creativity 
knows no nationality," he says 
of the novel cross fertilisation 
between Scotland and Paris. 

In the 1960s there were 
2,000 freelance weavers scat¬ 
tered throughout the islands of 
Harris. Lewis. Benbecula. 
North and South Uist and 
Barra. Twenty years ago they 
were down to 1.200, and ten 
years ago there were just 400. 

The problem for the island¬ 
ers was twofold; the market 
for men’s jackets in the 
scratchy, indestructible tweed 
worn for hunting, shooting 
and fishing was shrinking; 
and the manufacturers who 
supply women’s ready-to-wear 
fashions work on cutting ta¬ 
bles that are twice as wide as 
traditional looms. 

Two marketing experts. 
Susie McHugh and Heather 
Tilbury, were hired by the KM 
Harris Tweed Group, an 


Harris tweed has shaken off its 
fuddy-duddy image. And the crofters 
have fashion maverick John Galliano to 
thank, says Heather Kirby 



The narrow width was still a 
barrier to Harris tweed’s ac¬ 
ceptance in the mass market 
where they make clothes for 
the high street Again the 
mills, which account for 95 per 
cent of sales, joined forces, this 
time to tackle the problem of 
finding someone who could 
produce a double loom. 

“We contacted a number of 
companies about developing a 
new loom but they looked at 
the requirements, saw the 
problems and said it was hot 
possible." Mr Murray says. 

Eventually they stumbled 
upon John Griffiths, an indus¬ 
trial designer with a small 
company in Washington, Tyne 
and Wear. After a series of 
trials with the crofters, he 
invented a new hand loom 
made of steel instead of cast 
iron, twice as wide as the old 
looms, lighter and quieter to 
use and. at £14,000, not exorbi¬ 
tantly expensive. 


From remote field to high fashion: a crofter at work 


amalgam of three mills: 
Kenneth Mackenzie Ltd. 
Kenneth Mad cod Ltd and the 
Harris Tweed Trading Com¬ 
pany formed to promote Har¬ 
ris tweed. 

A survey conducted by the 
group among designers, man¬ 
ufacturers and women cus¬ 
tomers resulted in a demand 
for softer, lighter, more versa¬ 
tile tweed that drapes and 
handles well in beautiful col¬ 
ours — and in twice the width. 

Large manufacturers who 
use laser cutting equipment 
are not geared up to working 
with a heavy, narrow doth just 
75cm wide instead of the 
150cm width they need. 

“We visited the islands to 



So far 135 crofters have bought the new double-width looms 


explain to the weavers they 
would have to adapt or die." 
Mrs Tilbury says. “There was 
an educational job to be done. 
No one could sell their fabric if 
they didn't make it the way 
designers wanted it In the 
fashion world there is a good 
feeling for Harris tweed — 
everyone knows it means qual¬ 
ity, that it is the only material 
in die world that is still hand¬ 
made. But if it does _ 

not conform to to¬ 
day's thinking in ‘Wt 

terms of weight, 
and cannot be thg 

worked with be¬ 
cause of the practi- « f, 

cal difficulty such a 11 

as the width, then - 
the weavers would U1 w ' 

be on a downward <- .. 

spiral. And time IOT U 

was running out 
for them." 

Making tweed from a super¬ 
fine of 260-290g per square 
metre to the medium of 333- 
353g (compared to the old 
470g). was the relatively easy 
part. Designers such as 
Vivienne Westwood, Bella 
Freud. Ralph Lauren, Jil 
Sander, Romeo Gigli. Luisa 
Beocaria and Versace were 
tempted to make it up into 
wonderful suits and dresses. 
But it is the ready-to-wear 
industry that offers the poten¬ 
tial for growth. 


*We feel 
there is 
a future 


in weaving 
for us now* 


S o far there are 135 
crofters who have de¬ 
rided the investment is 
worth the risk. More 
are being trained at Lewis 
Castle College, Stornoway. 
Some have derided they are 
either too old to leant new 
tricks or are waiting to see if 
the revolution has really 
arrived. 

Ken Bartolomy. 55, formerly 
an industrial banker in 
London and secretary of the 
Harris Tweed Weavers Asso¬ 
ciation, says: “When I started 
weaving ten years ago the 
industry was declining fast 
We were impressed by the 
presentation made to us by 
Susie McHugh and Heather 
Tilbury and what they have 
done in marketing Harris 
tweed is very much appreciat¬ 
ed up here. 

“We knew we had to do 
something drastic and now it 
looks like it is paying off. My 

_ son, Ian. is 30 and 

he is weaving with 
feel roe- We feel that 
there is a future in 
a is weaving for us 
now. The new 
[ir p. looms are much 
c easier to handle. 

vino nor *> 

.vuig heavy, dirty or 

, noisy and they can 
IlOW produce a very 
vide range of col- 
”ours. It all adds up 
to providing much more inter¬ 
esting work for us." 

Another weaver on the is¬ 
land of Lewis, SB-year-old John 
Macmillan, borrowed £3,900 
to finance his new loom. Mr 
Macmillan is married with 
four children, he has been 
weaving for 30 years. 

“I knew that something 
along these tines would come 
to us as a result of the demand 
for singlewidth doth going 
down year after year. The new 
loom is far easier for us to 
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In the VS collections of Christian Dior (left) and John Galliano (right), Harris tweed is at the cutting edge 


work on — it's like pedalling a 
bicycle downhill. 

“It cost a lot of money, but 1 
do not regret that. It has been 
quiet, but 1 am sure the work 
w ill come. We can make 
tweeds with many colour com¬ 
binations. as many as you like. 


We could never do that with 
the old looms." 

Prom time immemorial the 
inhabitants of the west of 
Scotland have made cloth 
entirely by hand. As the Indus¬ 
trial Revolution reached Scot¬ 
land, the mainland turned to 


mechanisation but the Outer 
Hebrides retained their tradi¬ 
tional processes. 

In 1884 the Earl of Dun- 
more, a proprietor of Harris, 
had the Murray tartan copied 
by Harris weavers in tweed. It 
was so successful that Lady 


Dunmore sold the tweed to her 
aristocratic friends. 

That was the beginning of 
the Harris tweed industry. 
Now, with new technology 
and an endorsement front 
Paris’s golden boy. the renais¬ 
sance has arrived. 


Country schools are 
victims of own success 


HULTON DEUTSCH 


T hey were the bumpkin 
schools. For genera¬ 
tions, secondary mod¬ 
em schools in the countryside 
provided children with HnJe 
more than a grounding in the 
“three Rs" and an introduction 
to rustic arts and crafts. A look 
through the 1950 inspector’s 
report on Piggott School. 
Wargrave, Berkshire, for ex¬ 
ample, paints a dear picture of 
its aims and objectives. 

“The focus of the life of the 
school," it states, “is the handi¬ 
craft and needlework rooms.” 
The report follows up with two 
observations. The writer wor¬ 
ries that “... the incidence of 
retarded pupils has given 
cause for concern". But praise 
is given for their “good coun¬ 
try manners". Tugged fore- 


Rural schools are 
too crowded, says 

Fred Redwood 


locks, presumably, were a 
speciality. 

How times have changed. 
Comprehensive education 
brought the rural schools into 
line with their urban counter¬ 
parts. No longer could the 
town grammar schools cream 
off the more talented pupils. 
Now. with increased parental 
choice. the country compre¬ 
hensive; are an extremely 
popular option for parents of 
secondary-age children — 
even those living some dis¬ 
tance away in the towns. 


The class of 1950 at the still- 
rural Piggott School would 
find it changed completely 
from thrir schoolday memo¬ 
ries. The present-day school is 
one of the most sucoessfol in 
Berkshire. Its A-level points 
score of 17.9 is the best in the 
area and 25 per cent of 
entrants last year gained ten 
grades A-C at GCSE. 

Classroom disdpline app¬ 
ears not to be an issue: visitors 
are free to sample lessons in 
any room they please. After¬ 
school activities are various, 
with music a speciality. And 
with its light, airy atmosphere 
and spacious grounds, ft is just 
the kind of school most caring 
parents seek for their children. 

And seek it they do. The 
Piggott attracts a large per- 



to other schools. Four years' 
ago it had 870 on roll: next 
year there will be just 715. One 
reason for this decline in 
popularity is the competition 
offered by rural schools. 

Andover is a London over¬ 
spill town, with a concrete 
centre and huge housing es¬ 
tates. But close by are the 
chocolate-box villages of the 
Test Valley. 


Country comprehensives are being stretched by the urban children attending them 


cernage of its intake from 
Reading — a town with a 
growing reputation for street 
crime and violence. The pupil 
roll of 250 in 1950 has expand¬ 
ed to nearly 900 today; 40 per 
cent of the pupils come from 
outside the locality. 

Dr Keith Anon, the head¬ 
master. understands why his 
school is so popular: “Parents 


like a safe rural location. 
There are fewer malign influ¬ 
ences here than in the town." 

There is a flip side to the 
success of rural comprehen¬ 
sives, such as The Piggott. 
Harrow Way School in Ando¬ 
ver, Hampshire, can. in many 
ways, match the standards of 

any comprehensive in the 

country. Chris Woodhead, the 


Chief Inspector of Schools, has 
selected it for his Good School 
Award — one of only 52 so 
named in Britain. Twenty-five 
per cent of pupils gain right or 
more A-C grades at GCSE. 
The school nas a particularly 
strong reputation for drama, 
music and sport 
Yet Harrow Way has seen a 
steady seepage of pupils going 


B uses now run children 
the 18 miles from Har¬ 
row Way toThe Clere- 

a country school situated near 
the horse-racing village of 
Kingsclere. Others choose 
Whitchurch: a town associated 
with the former Master of the 
Rolls, Lord Denning. 

. Many prefer the eight-mile 
journey to pretty Stockbridge. 
Chris Overton, the head teach¬ 
er. describes the effect this is 
having on his school. 

"It's demoralising for my 
staff when, despite all thrir 
achievements, more parents 
opt for other schools." he says, 
ine shrinking roll affects our 


budget, which could mean we 
wont be able to maintain our 
present high standards." 

The increased popularity of 
rural comprehensives threat¬ 
ens to destroy the small-school 
ambience which is their most 
attractive feature. 

Peter Harman was a teacher 
at The Piggon in the early 
Sixties. There was a farm and 
an ® rc * 1an *’ with immaculate 
gardens tended by every boy 
m the school in those days. Mr 
Harman has mixed views 
about recent changes. 

* ’ s a ver y good school 

today but it was more of a 
family in the Sixties. The 
teachers were closer to the 
children. Ir$ not like that 
anymore - The Piggott has 
lost its country identity, with 
in-comcrs from the towns." 

For many schools then it is a 
no-win situation; the more 
pupils attend a school, the less 
attention each child receives. 
And the more brighter child- 
ren w ^° travel from urban 
areas- the harder it is forJocal 
schools to improve standards. 
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Horror on the highway 

■ 'lhe evening nf Tuna % t* . 




T he evening of June 28 
1995. was clear and 
bright It was also the 
evening that Terrapin, a be¬ 
loved bay gelding belonging to 
EJlie HOI. international secre¬ 
tary of the British Horse Trials 
Association, lost its life on the 
B4086 between Banbury and 
Warwick. 

Miss Hill, an experienced 
rider who prides herself on 
safety awareness, is haunted 
by the memory, “a car sud¬ 
denly came up behind me and 
Terrapin, on a straight bit of 
road, at such speed that it 
shunted us 20ft on the bonnet 
before stopping." After black¬ 
ing out she came round to find 
her horse had two broken 
back legs and horrific injuries 
to his hindquarters. 

She says: “Words cannot 
describe the horror of seeing a 
horse you love in that state. It 
was an hour before a slaugh¬ 
terhouse man came to shoot 
him and told me to kiss him 
goodbye." The driver later had 
seven points added to his 
licence and was fined £200. 
Miss Hill has since seen three 
post-trauma psychotherapists 
and says she will never ride 
again. 

Are modern roads becom¬ 
ing increasingly dangerous for 
riders then?The British Horse 
Society and the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents 
think so. Roger Vincent of 
Rospa says that more than 
half the accidents involving 
horses happen on quiet 


Roads are becoming more perilous 

for riders, says Carol Price 


mirror roads, not main ones. 

The British Horse Society 
says official estimates for the 
number of accidents on roads 
involving horses and riders — 
3.000 a year, in which 16 riders 
and more than 100 horses are 
killed — are nowhere near the 
real picture. 

This is because, until only 
week ago - and after BHS 
pressure - police forces 
around the country were not 
obliged to categorise horse- 
related accidents as a separate 
statistic. With real figures now 
replacing "guesstimates", next 
year's figures could soar un¬ 
less greater safety awareness 
can be instilled ’into drivers 
and riders. 

A combination of factors 
seem to be making the roads 
more perilous for riders. There 
are far more cars on the road: 


drivers 


■ Approach horses slowly 
and carefully. 

■ Remember hand signals. 
* Do not toot your horn or 
rev your engine. 

■ Never cut in too quickly 
after overtaking. 

■ Give a wide berth. 

■ Be patient 


22 million now. as opposed to 
17 million ten years ago. 

Lesley Billingham. the 
BBS's director of safety, 
thinks that cultural changes in 
the countryside have also con¬ 
tributed^ She says: "Many 
people living in the country 
come from the town and do 
not have a country person's 
understanding of horses. They 
drive too fast or too dose to 
them and get frustrated at the 
slightest delay.” 

Michael Johnson of the AA 
says: "It is unfair to assume 
that urban drivers are worse 
than rural ones, or have any 
less perception of possible 
hazards. But some drivers 
donl realise that a horse is not 
just another vehicle, but a 
sensitive, unpredictable ani¬ 
mal than can take fright. And 
riders could do more to make 


RIDERS 


■ Make sure you can 
be easily seen. 

■ Wear a good hat. 

■ Make dear signals. 

■ Avoid busy reads in 
rush hour. 

■ Keep traffic-shy or 
young horses on back 
roads. 


themselves seen and ensure 
their signals are understood." 

Letters are coming in to the 
BHS daily from distressed 
riders who say that caution 
and road sense have offered 
them little protection against 
drivers lacking the same as¬ 
sets. Rjople like Jo Stone, of 
Okehampton, Devon, who 
says: “No amount of road 
safety training helped when a 
car came straight round a 
comer and into me and my 
horse. Tinder, breaking his 
leg. A vet had to put him down 
cm the roadside." 

Although riding is a rela¬ 
tively classless pastime, there 
are riders now beginning to 
wonder whether their sport, 
like so many other traditional 
country pursuits, will be 
squeezed out by the modem 
age. 

Safety education campaigns 
may help. But Mr Vincent of 
Rospa says there is still no 
substitute for common sense. 
He says: "Anyone who goes 
out on the road should be 
ready for the worst to happen, 
and leave themselves enough 
leeway to stop or react.” 

Miss Hill remains hopeful. 
"If just one horse or rider is 
saved by people reading what 
happened to me, then my 
horse won’t have died in vain." 

• For details of the BHS 
Riding and Road Safety Test 
write to: The British Horse 
Society. Stoneleigh Deer Park. 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire 
CVS 2XZ (01926707700). 
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COLLECTIONS 



A hundred horses and 16 riders are killed every year 


A BOLT FROM THE BOYS IN BLUE 


RECEIVING a speeding tick¬ 
et in Richmond Park is not 
unusual. The deer sanctury is 
well policed and has strict 
speed limits. But receiving a 
ticket for going too fast on a 
horse was a shock. 

The horse in question 
(which shall remain name- 
jess) had a nice nature, which 
it never once revealed to me. 
but which saved it from the 
knacker’s yard when a broken 
leg ended his promising rac¬ 
ing career. 

One morning, as we trotted 
skittishly round the track, his 
roving eye focused on a crisp 
packeL He found the sight so 
horrific that he shot off like 
an equine cannonball. 

Naturally, i made strenu¬ 
ous efforts to apply the 
brakes, but inadvertently 
adopted a more aerodynamic 
posture. At first I was terri¬ 
fied, but after a while, with a 
dear field ahead, the primal 
combination of speed, fear 
and eerie silence was pleas¬ 
antly refreshing. 1 began to 
enjoy myself. 

The two officers from the 
Royal Parks Constabulary 
mounted patrol were dearly 
surprised to see a race horse 
and ill-dressed jockey fly past 

Inevitably, they gave chase, 
but the horse just doubled its 
efforts. Each time the horse 
slowed, the police would draw 
level and then the horse 
would speed up again. 

Eventually, exhaustion 
took its toll and we came to a 
standstill. The officers took 
down my details and wrote a 
formal warning. 


Sorrel Downer reined in 

Penalties for galloping in 
the Royal Parks range from a 
warning — which goes on file 
and serves as a previous 
conviction should you be 
caught again—to a summons 
and court appearance. The 
penalty depends on whether 
your horse bolted, or you were 
just having a good old gallop. 

As the YVPC assured me 
"Someone on a bolting horse 
looks in a state of panic." I'm 
safe. I thought "But you 
looked like you were enjojHng 
it." she stated. “Well l was," I 
answered, perhaps rashly. "1 
mean, I wasnt It can be quite 
exciting really, going so fast" 

I came away with the 
impression that all horses 
have a hidden agenda. 
Equestrians who think they 
are in control are being taken 
for a ride. 

Sorrel Downer 
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SEE PETS PETS PETS AT STATELY HOMES 


May 2-4: 

Tatton Park, Cheshire 

May 16-17: 

Woliaton Park, Nottingham 

May 30-31: 

Highclere Castle, Berkshire 

June 6-7: 

Harewood House, Leeds 

June 20-31: 

Knebworth, Stevenage 


TICKET HOTJ 

Open Sat-Sun lOarrf^rt 



^5, 


117674353 

'Tues-Fri 9am-8pm 



T oday The Times invites pet-loving 
readers to visit Pets Pets Pets, a 
series of five weekend shows in 
May and June, to be filmed by Channel 4 
Times readers can purchase a family 
ticket for five for £1250 when they book 
in advance by calling the hotline. You wifi 
receive an exclusive goody bag which 
includes, among other things, a free show 
guide worth £1 and a coupon which 


etUuh 


entitles you to a ten per discount on items 
at the Pet Rescue Stand. In addition, 
when readers book quoting The Times 
they will be entered into a free prize draw 
to win five years’ supply of pet food from 
Burgess Supafeeds. The company, 
founded by the Burgess family in the 17th 
century, manufactures food for pets from 
hamsters to horses. 

TTie Pets Pets Pets shows, in association 


with Salisbury's Pet Club, will feature an 
exciting range of events. In the outdoor 
animal arena the programme ranges 
from terrier racing, to hawk and eagle 
flying and sheep dog demonstrations. 

An indoor theatre will feature sessions on 
cats’ behaviour, dog grooming and how 
to have healthy rabbits as well as advice 
about keeping parrots or snakes. 

There will also be an animal clinic 


where an animal hospital will be 
recreated, but readers cannot take their 
own sick pets to be treated. 

The television series, to be called 
The Pet Rescue Roadshow will be 
screened later in the year over 30 weekday 
evenings on Channel 4. The shows will be 
hosted by Wendy Turner, presenter of the 
popular Pets Rescue programmes which 
attract some two million viewers. 


CHANGING TIMES 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL 0171680 6860 

FAX: 01714819313 


NOTJKM. tacfcftpai jo* « <m «i jam bam »*» 

DiMCWbUVMiEsMrU. 


Our many testimonials p fowe 
excellent results within 4WEEKS 
ACT NOW »iwa>* jew WE report 

Send 2 x I sedass starry a*»- 
Dasfi PubHshkig (DcptTM) i 
Freepost, PO Bo* 22 Plyhwtodt, 

. Plymouth, PL8 2BR_ 



TRADmONAL SMOCK 

Med far 5rt»9. S*l Part* Pot*y e*. 

• Round neck style [ 7 

• lOMcotfofldrS —* / . 

• Weidproof (/ 

• Machine washabis n H 

• Hardwearing c-s.-HJ 

WntB, pinna or f» tor cotou-leaflet to; 

COUNTRY UFESTYIE (TMBJ 
2. Breton Orchard. St Mefton, 
ConrwsB PU2 6RQ 
Tot 07071 223550 HEH 
fax. 01679 351433 


G-D-S Shirts 

Sa&ri Won'- Any Size 
Individually Made . / 

««► sX 

FIEETOSr* . 

TUURSO KWH TUB 
Ffc*»ffhx«M47V3197 • 
• EhmB 

«du* fa n»»fc «tn >n 

ACCESS/VBA 




INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

LOWEST EVER PR/CCS ^ 


Adjustable Beds & Chain 

FOR COLOUR 
BROCHURE 
FREEPHONE: 

0800 7837438 


jJtmb larged arinve* itred froa* 
^ AepasuFlBSedbctwea 3 
1642-199S- Snaday Newspapos 
from 1915. Ready For 
pnaeaiiifla. Same da y tfispatt fa. 
REMEMBER WHEN 
5»Pm1ey*tey; ® 

Croydon. SoncyCRO ARE- B 


Andem ond aretk: wiwBl an from 

the Mng period 
(208 B.C.-AJJ. 1B44) 
iMwfuSy nprt*wd tram Bride 
Book*. Origin*!/ pamwd to 
demonstrate «a»l wchraqi« tor 
the youig bride and groom 

Printodo* fin*/ archival paper. 
RIU COLOUR 
CATALOGUE £5.00 
ALLOW 14>28 DAYS 

Fvfl cost rohmdedwttli first puntne 
Send cheque or P-O. toe • 
A mn w M a ri ta rtiac 
Pound Lm TnaSag Est 
Emaoth, EX8 4NH. 


For the finest Quality 
and Service to maten 
Call Caremor on: 
FREEPHONE 

0500104510 

For a Free Brochure 


Free survey. Fast installation. 24-hour call out. Full warranty. 

Call or write 0800 715422 0Xt> 4462 1 


^-Staimah> 

S^Tscdrfe. Dcpr«4Z 

FREEPOST SA344,Andu*ttHjnoSPI0 3BIL 

- The worLTi matt ehmta tUoAift / —___—— 

ANTIQUE 

REPLICAS 


At William T illman our craftsmen lovingly create 
modern masterpieces that reproduce the finest 
examples of 18th and 19th century furniture 
to perfection. Call now and let us introduce you to 
quality that cannot be surpassed anywhere 




COLLECTION 
Traditional style and 
natural war m th 

Clasjl Lodes Coats a/t Shooting 
jackets raoss £19S. Also Brbeches. 
Jackets, Sams, Hats anti Baos in 
H uvnNC Gusi AND Nave But. 

Tel 017683 53118 

Fax 017683 53811 on w*m kjrydur 

FUFF LOLOUM BXOCHUIU: 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 


ANTIQUE 

REPLICAS 
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Desks, Comparer Desks, 

Filing Cabiaws, Chairs for Offices, 

Boardrooms & Home. 

Made by master craftsmen to a standard unsurpassed this oentuty in 
three ranges to suit all life styles and income groups. 

Visit die Factory and Superstore Showrooms to view the worlds Largest 
. display oTEnglish Antique Replica Furniture or phone ftn-brochure. 

OnO/ flH +INTEREST FREE CREDIT^Il 
lu 70 Uri + FREE UK DEUVERY III 
All. OFFERS MUST END 30 APRIL 98 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

Afon^Saz 9am-5.30pm 

32 SCHOOL CLOSE. QUEEN ELIZABETH AVE., BURGESS HILL 
CarnnzN catwkk It mwkton) WEST SUSSEX RH15 9RX 

>_Tel: 01444 245577- / 


'■Cw 

WILLIAM TILLMAN 


When only per fee lion is good enough. 


30, St James’s Street, London- SW1A 1HB 
Telephone:0171 839 2500. Fax: 0171 930 8106 
14-24, Crouch Lane, Borough Green, Kent TN15 8LT 
" • Telephone: 01732 883278. Fax: 01732 S84439 ^ 

ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large Stocks of old desks. Oak, Mahogany, - 
Walnut; Victoria, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 

- Partner’s, Dickens aod Pedestal Desks. 

Free delivery within *nainl&nd UK. 

DONSPENOOl ANTIQUES 

C0192U 4W8S7 - (019»)4B71W 
Mebfc 0836 S2575S 

wwwjBflqnt dBtaxa jk 

OLD DESKS PURCHASED j 

34A, Market Place, Warwick. (Beneath Vintage AztfbpK Centre) 1 

i www^mttqoe-d^sjojk .J 


USJ Bora ibr Loden @SJ 

The Wtor tLme - Afffeb* in W ruuw r iin J 
Caatbnj CAJ66XF 


Luxury Silk 
Shirts 


16.95 

Z ks lor arm 

£11.95 

T >6 \V \ toraaefi 

\ - l 8 .\ _ «*■ 

^r3 4 r^i \S^e 

^ • _Si/> J B ?S 


FREE 

Brochure 


poM.abackplM. 
andcbubtesacMig 
GemnuW ai Cakm 
Rat Sbek.Mwis Own. 

BeiQa, Au*. 

_ cafeann.Clmna 
I SapfrtaOfl^ife 
J CantowCotbr 
a iff, IB: 10T.17V. 
tHtm)«nkMb 
! » tmr. Hand agtde 


rr . mmioa 
UU mem mm won 
Olkr nr 0171 274 2387 

StS 

m mm apmsa new 

PDBc» V32,L«3coSa9Bfi 
BBtaUMHaimiiMMaeiE 


When you’re tired of 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZEM2Z 
and take ^ 

it6aSy f^^^ 


The nor ZEtt tate all the effort 
set of tyefing. Kakes headwinds a 
breeze - takes hilb with ease. 

Ro (keoce, renramz or tax aeeded. 
Let ZETA do aH the kanl work hr pc. 

# FITTED IN MBsRJTB 
#UPTOHmph 

% SIMPLE TO USE • 

# MAINT04ANCE FRffi 

# 12 MONTHS GUARANTY 

# UP TO 30 MILES RANGE 
IP BATTERY RECHARGED 

FOR LESS THAN Ip 

Hills disappear, 
headwinds vanish 
no more pushing 

WRITE Oft PHONE NOW 
FOR YOUR RtS BROOIURC 

01933 

279300 

SlSCLAIl IStAlCH UD, {DEfl TT12 ), 

b doonqim id. wauwBoiooai mm 
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V BAITtSil ANTIQUE 


O>«x 50 (Bums ttiHes on dbptay in our dwwteoms made by Master Ccattsmea to 1 
« n.i.Un l m»nirp.«d rM* n - n t ur y mpfher witil 100 styles of rhflifX . also 
Sidrtosds. Desks. Mm* cabinets, CocktaJ CaUsets. TV ft Video caUnets, LcaHicr 
Qiait*. ChmtEifidds ft Loakms Gbnes. All available 0» three separate ranges 
to stdr an hfe styles ft Income groups. 

-; , “ ,T : ;' v.. . 
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Specialist E^wrt Paddog & Shipping Dept. 
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OAQ/ ACC + INTEREST FREE CREDIT^% 
4U A) UiI + FREE UK DEUVERY 

ALL OFFERS MUST END 30 APRIL 98 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

Afon-&zr 9a7R-5.30pm 

32 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVE, BURGESS HILL 
(ai row qows ft mauwTowj wfcST SUSSEX. RH15 9RX 

>_Tel: 01444 245577- f 



Space Saving Propagating 
& Growing Systems 


INTRODUCING SEWILLS HELIOS OPTICAL COLLECTION^ 

Real craftsmanship 
and expertise from 
the world’s oldest 
nautical optician 

The "Helios Optical Collection’ has been carefully selected and designed in 
keeping with the exacting standards of Scwills and the very 
latest optical technology. 

You’ll quickly notice die cxrra care and attention to detail , 
which go into every pair of Scwills Helios binoculars. j 

The best British developed f BaK*4’ prisms with 
multi-coated lens... expertly designed to achieve? 
pinpoint accuracy and real viewing clarity, you’re 
assured of a clearer, sharper image. 

Then rhenr’s the nitrogen-filled range of waterproof sports binoculars, 
which guarantee ‘fog-free’ viewing whatever the elements throw at you. 
A range of 20 binoculars from lightweight, compact binoculars which you 
can carry effortlessly over long distances, to our gigantic ‘PNB 2’ 
Observation Glasses, complete with sturdy wooden tripod. By contrast, 
our elegant opera-glasses arc an essential accessory for all theatre-goers. 
With prices from £20 to £-2,000 the collection is certain to satisfy your 
individual requirements at the right price! v 

Why not take a closer look at this definitive range ~ 

of binoculars today by ordering your FREE brochure. 

.Simply complete and return the coupon below or, 
if you prefer, call us on 


PURTO5E PROPAGATING TOWER 

* MINI GREENHOUSE * 

HOLDS 8 FULL SIZE 
^.GROWING TRAYS 
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Don't let Iftdc of space restrict 
your plant propagation 
plans. Now grow favourite 
plants on your patio, 
balcony, in your 
conservatory or garden. 

p- DRIP TRAYS 

A FIT BOO ALL 
RfflAME SKTOKS 
■ AMD HOLD SO) & 

| GfiowisG uwra 

Strong _ flat 

conKrvc-OOn, coated 
throogbovt in high 
d«wiy polythw for a 
. long attractive Sfe with a 
sable oU bate. Wr supply * 
yo u wd toedoing. 
r antxvt wd itedd 

to grow and cultivate 
S 144 or more phws with no 
or drying out 
Y bottom 
~ /tm when germinate^ 

tmupbnt to cm nnits In 
jP upper trays, tepbnt iced trays 
and roeooonence gmvwgcyde 
r - The Hon Stop 

Propagation System! 
/Optional spedaity 

ft f TOfutructed poiythcne 

r S com converts unit into a 
y mW green-house. EisSy 
/moved. A quaHty Brithft product 
f oc fy available by mai ordet 
Height 40-appn*. 
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TAKES UP ONLY 2sqft OF FLOOR SPACE 


0151 708 0099 


m 


Quote ref: | TTU041 Or fig us on 0151 708 6777. 

Business hours are Mon-Fri 8.30 am-5.30 pm Sat & Sun 10.00 am-4.00 pm 

Answerphonc service our of office hours. 

ShowTOom open 7 da^ a week at Comhill Email; Scwilk@northwcst.eo.uk. 




POST TO: SEWILLS, CORNHILL HOUSE, 
24 CORNHILL, LIVERPOOL LI 8DZ 
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Potong^m xruR pUnts brings pleasure 
to many gardeners tut nt al taow 
bow irwdi room h taken up in the 
greenhouse by alt those pots. The 
Greenhouse Space Saver M Tidy salmi 
thb problem imtantfe Each of the 5 1 
tins holds ID x 3* or4* pots, so that's ] 
50 ai aO. Ideal for cuttings and raising 
seedlngs throughout the seasons, then , 
potting on and plant cSspby through j 
Spring and Summer. 

Tdte outside to tab advantage of rah 
water or to amid making a mess in 
tonsesvatory when watering. Height 45*. 

Creates a ready attractive display n 
nruemtoij; part? or garden. Pads 
away neady when not In use. 

IDEAL GIFT I 
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1 hate the happy clappies’ 


faith • 21 


Damian 

Thompson 

meets a rector 
with some 
strong views 




T he most interesting 
clergyman in the 
Church of England is 
preparing to leave his 
parish. Donald Reeves, the 
Rector of St James's, Picca¬ 
dilly. sits lack in a barrered 
armchair in his study, drums 
his fingers on its arms and 
says, authoritatively: “The 
Church of England has never 
trusted me. Never." 

He's right. In nearly iwo 
decades at St James’s. Reeves 
has amused, horrified and 
sometimes deeply impressed 
his superiors. But because 
they never knew what he was 
going to do or say next, they 
kept their distance. It is hard 
to know what they feel about 
his departure this summer. 

The press, in contrast, knew 
exactly what to make of Don¬ 
ald Reeves. He was good copy: 
the “Red Parson", a publicity- 
hungry lefty who, when he 
wasn't campaigning against 
Trident, was hugging trees or 
inviting feminists to perform 
"circle dances" inside Sr 
James’s, one of Wren's most 
graceful masterpieces. 

It was true, some of it 
during the 1080 the suspic¬ 
iously urbane and handsome 
Reeves was second only to the 
Bishop of Durham in the 
virulence of his anti-Tory pro¬ 
nouncements and the bold¬ 
ness of his experiments. But it 
wasn’t the whole picture then, 
and it is even less so now. 

The 1090s have been a 
difficult decade for Reeves, 
overshadowed by cancer (from 
which he is fully recovered) 
and a growing disappoint¬ 
ment with an institution he 
loves, the Church of England. 
That is what he wants to talk 
about today. The concen¬ 
tration of power into the hands 
of bishops, the obsession with 



attaching a Eucharist in it," he 
says. “We’re losing sight of it 
as a public celebration. The 
sacrifice of Christ is operative 
for the whole universe. That’s 
why at St James's we pray for 
other religions, far the broken 
pans of ourselves: the whole 
world reunited in Christ." 

When he talks about God, 
Reeves's anger evaporates. 
When he was ill, he plunged 
into an intense study of the 
Bible which, if it provided no 
easy answers, alleviated the 
loneliness of his spiritual pil¬ 
grimage. He is not attracted 
by the tortuous near-aiheism 
of Don Cupirt. the radical 
Cambridge theologian. 

“I’m bored by it." he says. 
"And the same goes for this 
skimpy New Age concept of 
’the God Within’. 1 want my 
God to be within, above, 
beyond, and all the other 
prepositions." 


R eeves's impatience 
with Cupitt and the 
New Age may sur¬ 
prise his critics, who 
imagine services at St James's 
to be a self-indulgent mixture 
of liberal Christianity and neo¬ 
paganism. To an impartial 
visitor, however, this seems 
ludicrously wide of the mark. 
The improvised poetrv which 
decorates the communion ser¬ 
vice at St James’s only under¬ 
lines an intrinsic tradition¬ 
alism. The 1960s sing-songs 
which disfigure many Angli¬ 
can services are mercifully 
banned: Reeves’s teal passion 
is for the dance rhythms which 
flow through the cantatas and 
trio sonatas of J.S.Bach. More, 
and better, 18th-century music 
is heard at Piccadilly today 
than in the ISth century. 

Could this extraordinary 
church represent the future of 
Anglican tradition? The para¬ 
dox appeals to Reeves, but 
there is a wistfulness about 
him which suggests that he is 
not sure his legacy will sur¬ 
vive. “I stand in front of the 
mirror naked and wonder 
what I have become." he sighs. 
“And as for the Church.. 
His voioe trails off, then he 
brightens. “Come on," he says. 
“Let’s go and hug a tree." 


Donald Reeves objects to the concentration of power in the hands of bishops and the obsession with money 


money and growth, the explo¬ 
sion of “happy-dappy" chur¬ 
ches such as Holy Trinity. 
Brampton: all these Careyite 
phenomena upset him so 
much that rather to his sur¬ 
prise. he is beginning to think 
of himself as orthodox. 

“Only numbers and effec¬ 
tiveness matter to our bish¬ 
ops," he says wearily. “There’s 
this dreadful urge to tidy up 
the Church of England, to 
move away from the radical 
welcome of God and a nat¬ 
ional Church to Mickey 
Mouse religion — cheap, 
graceless and addictive." 

The villains of the piece are 
not die bishops, says Reeves: 
he blames wealthy evangelical 
parishes which, he claims, are 
effectively holding Carey and 
Co to ransom. “That’s where 
all this episcopal anxiety about 


the gay issue comes from," he 
says. "It's about money. A 
diocese like Southwark could 
become insolvent if the evan¬ 
gelicals pull out their money— 
and that's why Bishop Rowan 
Williams (tipped for South¬ 
wark. but liberal on homosex¬ 
uality] didn’t get the job." 


Sandy Millar, vicar of HTB. 
says he can sign the 39 Articles 
with a clear conscience, believ¬ 
ing in eveiy one — unlike 
Donald Reeves. Maybe so. 
says Reeves: but as far as he is 
concerned nothing that HTB 
does is really Anglican. 

“They are moralistic, sex- 


They want to make the Church into 
a Mickey Mouse religion’ 


It is hard to overestimate the 
depth of the antipathy between 
St James'S, Piccadilly, and 
Holy Trinity, Bnompton 
(HTB). Both can be fearless 
innovators; both, with Angli¬ 
can ingenuity, damn the other 
by appealing to tradition. 


obsessed and unkind — more 
like a cult than a church." he 
says. “I’ve no objection to 
people holding those beliefs. 
But they are hijacking the 
Church of England, our build¬ 
ings and our vicarages. If 
people want to listen to Sandy 


Millar, they can do so in a lent 
for all I care — bur not in an 
Anglican church." He rubs the 
back of his head crossly. It 
makes his hair stand up in a 
sort of grey haystack, giving 
him the wild look of a prophet 

A prophet in the wilderness? 
That remains to be seen. 
Reeves’s plans involve writing 
more books, advising multi¬ 
national companies on ethical 
investment and setting up an 
ecumenical network of liberal 
churches. They do not include 
a full-time job in the Church of 
England. At 63. he has been 
passed over for preferment 
not one suspects, because of 
his politics, but because he is 
so complex and unpredictable. 

Take his undiplomatic 
views on the Eucharist. “We’re 
domesticating it so that we 
can't do anything without 


R ecently I saw a set of sculp¬ 
tures by the Indian-born artist 
Anish Kapoor. Next month 
residents and visitors to London will 
have the opportunity, at the Hay¬ 
ward Gallery, to view a major 
exhibition of his work of the past 20 
years. I recommend they take it 
Kapoor came to notice for installa¬ 
tions that seemed to evoke Hindu 
rituals — strange forms arranged on 
the floor and covered in bright 
pigment, like heaps of dyed rice or 
powdered spices assembled for a 
religious festivaL 

Since then his art has developed, 
but the element of spiritual reso¬ 
nance remains. The recent sculp¬ 
tures are hollowed-out blocks of 
alabaster. 

To some they will suggest a duality 
of matter and spirit Reflecting on 
them from a Christian perspective, 
however. I was reminded of Jesus's 
totnb. For some Christians the focal 
point of Easter lies on Good Friday 
— Christ's passion and death aton¬ 
ing for the sins of mankind. For 


Out of the darkness comes 


others it is Easter Sunday: 

Chrisfs resurrection from thfc 
dead in which “all men are 
raised up" (St Paul. ) 
Corinthians). 

Some months ago. follow¬ 
ing one of my contributions 
to this column in which 1 had 
mentioned the crucifix, a 
reformed minister wrote to __ 
straighten out my Roman 
ways, pointing out that for Chris¬ 
tians the relevant symbol should be 
reminded by the image of Christ 
upon the cross that in the person of 
Jesus of Nazareth the Son of God 
entered in to the human condition, 
even to the point of suffering pain 
and death. 



JOHN 

HALDANE 


The fact, of course, is that one 
needs to hold both aspects in view. In 
order to see the true meaning of 
Easter one needs to see it “stereo- 
scopically”, keeping both Good Fri¬ 
day and Easter Sunday in sight The 
cave-sepulchre is thus a useful point 
of focus for reflectioa The gospels 


say that the tomb was hewn 
from rock and that once Jesus- 
had been laid there a stone 
was rolled against the door. 
Then, two days later, at 
dawn, a group of women 
came to anoint the body but 
found the tomb empty. A 
figure said by some to be an 

_ _ angel addressed them: “Why 

seek ye the living among the 
dead?" (Luke 2A5). From then on the 
Gospel writers recount the post¬ 
resurrection appearances of Jesus. 

That hollowed tomb in the stone of 
Jerusalem was a site of cosmic 
transformation. Into it was placed a 
pierced and broken corpse; out of it 
emerged a living figure. The God 


who made the cosmos became 
incarnate in the flesh of a Palestinian 
Jew, and in die resurrection the 
mortality of that human nature was 
overcome. 

St Paul is right to emphasise that 
this is the basis our hope: “For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But each in- his 
own orden Christ the first fruits, then 
at his coming those who belong to 
Christ" (1 Corinthians 22-23). 

Artists have long tried to depict the 
resurrection but it hardly lends itself 
to a naturalistic rendering. Thus my 
interest in Kapoor's hollowed sculp¬ 
tures. Out of the space of the cold 
rock emerges light; the same light 
that originates in the heat of the sun. 
So, too, Christ through whom all 
things were made emerges in radiant 
glory. The darkness sealed in the 
tomb has given way to the light of 
Easter Sunday. 

Christ is risen. 

9 John Haldane is Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of St 
Andrews. 


He who would 
valiant be 



Ruth GledhiU joins 


a group on a pilgrimage 


for Holy Week 


WE SAT cross-legged 
around the 6Ft by lOfi wood¬ 
en cross for the early morn¬ 
ing Mass. This was a short 
stopover at St Joseph’s, 
Guildford, on a 90-miJe 
pilgrimage from Winches¬ 
ter to Worth Abbey in 
Sussex. During Holy Week, 
the country has been criss¬ 
crossed by 17 groups of 
Christian pilgrims aged 
from seven to 70. carrying 
similar wooden crosses to 
WaJsingham in Norfolk. 
Holy Island in Northum¬ 
berland and Iona in Scot¬ 
land, as well as Worth 
Abbey, a Roman Catholic 
community of 27 monks 
and 300 lay supporters. 

Apart from his stole, 
there was little to mark out 
our ceiebrant, Fr Aidan 
Murray, a chaplain at 
Worth Monastery School 
and a member of the Bene¬ 
dictine community for 20 
years, as a priest. The 
walkers included members 
of Worth's lay community 
and friends. They had done 
27 miles the day before and 
looked exhausted but at 
peace. Two guitarists, three 
flautists and a clarinettist 
accompanied the modem 
worship songs. 

“I imagine we have all 
come on this pilgrimage for 
different reasons," said Fr 
Aidan. “Perhaps it is to 
prepare for Easter, or to 
meet friends. Some of us 
have come as an act of 
repentance or purification, 
as the conclusion of our 
Lenten undertakings." 

The Holy Week pilgrim¬ 
ages are a spin-off from 
Student Cross, which is 
celebrating its fiftieth anni¬ 
versary this year and which 
has nine “legs", all ending 
at Walsingham. Student 
Cross was begun by a group 
of youngsters inspired by 
something similar they wit¬ 
nessed in Fiance. The aims 
are to celebrate Easter in a 
different way, to witness to 
Christ in the modem age, to 
team about the country’s 



SERVICE 


it A five-star guide ★ 

CHAPLAIN: Ft Aidan Murray 
ARCHITECTURE: Spacious 
church halt. ★★★ 

SERMON: On how often we all 
are mistaken ★★★★ 

MUSIC: &mple songs ★★ 

LITURGY: Bnef Catholic 
Mass ★★ 

SPIRITUAL HIGH: Down-to- 
earth. ★★★* 

AFTER-SERVICE CARE: 
Walken cook themselves 
supper ★★★ 


Christian heritage by walk¬ 
ing through Ely cathedral, 
Melrose and Hexham Ab¬ 
beys and to obey Christ’s 
command to “pick up your 
cross and follow me”. 

Asked what would induce 
them to endure hours of 
mud. rain and wind, with 
not even a hot shower at the 
end of each day. walkers 
rite Chaucer's prologue to 
the Canterbury Tales: 
“When that in April the 
showers sweet the drought 
of March has pierced to the 
root, then people long to go 
on pilgrimage." 

WE PRAYED’for mercy 
"for the times we have 
refused to listen to God’s 
spirit" and for the times we 
had been so obsessed with 
our own worries that we 
had failed to be sensitive to 
the needs of others. 

Liz Emniott, 29. who 
works for Lambeth. South¬ 
wark and Lewisham health 
authority, explained why 
she was regular Holy Cross 
pilgrim: “I hope it will leave 
me refreshed and uplifted. 1 
have a very busy job and 
this reminds me of the 
important things in life." 

• Worth Cross, c/o Worth 
Abbey, Craw/ev, Sussex RHIO 
4SB (01342 710310). E-mail: 
amurrayeworth.org.uk 

RUTH GLEDH1LL 




Weary Worth Cross pilgrims carry the crucifix 


Church services tomorrow 


the mm TIMES 



Easier Day _ 

ARMAGH CATHEDRAL: 8 HC: 11 Ch 
Euch. Missa sanaa Albino (WHlan); 3.15 Ch 
E. Harwood in A flaL 

BANGOR CATHEDRAL: 8 HC 9.45 
Cvmun Bendipaid; !1 Euch. Jackson in G; 

3.15 Ch E. Brewer in D: 5 Gosber. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HC: tl S 
Euch. Dum cransisset (Tavener): 3JO Festal 
E. Let their celestial concerts (Handel). 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP. 

9.15 HC 11 Ch Euch. Mozart in C The 
Bishop of Birmingham: 4 Festal E. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 8 HC: 9.15 
Ch M; 10JO Euch. Coronation mass 
(Mozart). Bishop of Black bum: 4 Ch E. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL: 8 Euch. Mas 
for three voices (Bynf): 11 Euch, Mozart in G 
3J0 E. Harwood tn A flat. 

BRISTOL CATH EDRAL: 7.40 M: 8 HC: 10 
Festal Euch. Mozart in B flat: 3J0 Festal E. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HC: 10 
Ch M: II S Euch. The Archbishop: 3.15 E; 
6JO Compline. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL- 7.45 M; 8 HC 

10.30 S Euch. Stanford in C & F: 3 E s 
Procession. Responses (Leighton]. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 6 Euch: 8 
HC; 9 JO Euch. Bishop or Chelmsford: u.l» 
S Euch, Schubett in G: 6 Ch E. 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 Ot 
Euch: 11 JO M. Canon COnway. 3JO Ch & 
ft JO Easier celebration. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL S. 9 HU 
10 M. Vaughan Williams in G; 11 S Luch, 
Schubert in C 3 JO E. Harwood in A nat 
CHR1STCHURCH CATHEDRAL Dub¬ 
lin: IIS Euch, Schubert in G: 3 JO Ch fc- 
CHRJST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: 8 HC. 10 M. "JP* 

(Howells). The Bishop of Oxford; H.I5 

Euch. Missa brevis (Kixlaly): 6 E. 

DERBY CATHEDRAL S HU 10A5 S 
Euch. God liveth still iBach): b Ch E. Dyson 
in D. Canon G Marshall. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL7.15. S HC 10 
M: 11.15 HC.The Bishop of Durham: jJO t- 
ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HC 1030 S.Euch. 
Nelson mass (Haydn); 3-45 E. py*™ 1 

EXETER CATHEDRAL 7 8 HC;t) 45 

Euch; 11.30 M. Ireland m F; 3 E. Magdalen 
servioe (Hewitt-Jones): 6J0 ES. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 81HL. 

10.15 M: 10.45 Euch, The Bishop of 

Gloucester.3Ffestal E. nlJ . ... 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9.4. 

S Euch. This Joyful Easlerudc !1JU 

M. Vaughan Williams in G: bJOt. 

HEREFORD.CATHEDRAL 8 HC M 

Eudt. Coronation mass (Mozartl. 

3.30 E. Ye choirs of Jerusalem lSianto«l- 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HL “M, 
JO JO Euch. Stanfcnd inG 4 Ch E. A. Blessed 
he the God and Father (Wesley). 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC-»>J0 
Festal Eudt. Mozan in J>. 3J0 Festal t- 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL- 7.45 L 8 HC: 

9 JO S Euch. The Bishop of Lincoln; 11.15 M: 
1230 HC: 3.45 E & Procession. 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL' 1 9 C: II S 
Euch. Mcsse solennelie (Vjl—- el: *5 HC: 
3.30 E, Dyson in D. 6JO E. 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL9 
Euch: 10 JO S Euch. Haec dies (Byrd): 6.30 E. 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 7 Easier 
Vigil; 9 JO S Eudt, Mozan in C. Bishop of 
Newcastle: 6 Ch E. Stanford in C. 
NORWICH CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10JO 
Family Eudt, Dum rransisset (Taverner); 

3JO Festal E & Procession. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 7JO. 
8.15 HC: 9JO Sol Eudt. Darke in F: II JO M. 
Vaughan Williams in G; 3.30 E. Si Paulas 
service (Howells). 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HG 
9JO C, Mass of Si Thomas (Thome): 11.15 
Sol Euch. Messe solennelie (Vkme): 6 Ffestal 
£ Dyson in D. Canon D Isaac. 

RI PON CATH EDRAL 3. 9 JO Euch. This 
Joyful Eastertide (Wood): 11J0 M. Stanford 
in B Jlati 1230 Euch: 5J0 E. Day in B flat. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 5 Vigil and 
Euch: 8 HC; 10J0 S Euch. Missa brevis 
(Kodaly): 3.15 Eand Blessing. Bairs tow in D. 
M: 10J0 S Euch: 3.15 E. 

SALISBURY CATH EDRAL 5 JO Liturgy; 

8 HG 10 Euch; 11.45 MP, Easier anthem 
(Bullock]. Very Rev D Watson: 3 Ch E. 
Gloucester service (Howells). 

SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euchill 
Ch Euch. Messe solennelie (Langlats): 3 Ch 
E. Britten in C. • , „„ 

SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 6 Linmgy: 7J0 
M & L 8 HC: 10.45 Euch. Darke in FS3.15 E, 
Dyson in D; 5.45 Compline. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL S HC: 9M; 10 Sd 
S Euch: 6 Sol E. Stanford in A. This joyful 
Easiertide (Wood). 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.15 
C II Sol Euch. Easier Alleluia franc); 630 
So! E. Stanford in A. Canon R Gage. 

WELLS CATH EDRAL 8 HG 9.45 S EudL 
Messe solennelie (Viem^; n3QM.Stanford 
in B flat: 3 E. St Paul'S serv«« (Howells). 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY- S HC 11 S 
Euch. Coronation mass (Mozart): 3 t, . 
Westminster service (Howejls): 5.45 Organ 
Recital: Manin BakenbJOES. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7. R, 9 
Mass: 10 MP. IOJOSol Mi^Coronatton 
moss (Mozart): 12.15 Mass: 2.45 Organ 
recital;3 JO Sol V & B, Magnificat pnrnt lorn 
(Bu-van): 5 JO. 7 Mass. 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
M- 1115 S Eudt, Missa sancti Joanms de 
Deo (Haydn): 3 JO E & Procesnon. 

YORK MINSTER: 8. 8-45 HG 10 b Elicit. 
Coronation mass |Mucin): 1 -45 M. Camm J 
Tov. 4 E. Rise heart (Vaughan Williams). 

ST ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertford¬ 
shire-. 8 HC; 9JO Euch, Missa brevis 
(Walton): 11.15 M. Stanford in C; 12.30 Ht: 
o JO E. Bishop of St Alban* 


ST ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 
Aberdeen: 8 HC; 10.15 S Euch. Schubert in 
G; bJO Ch E, Responses (Clucas). 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbighshire: 
8 HC; 1) S Euch. A: The Easter anthems 
(Middleton). The Archbishop of Wales; 3 JO 
Ch E. A-The strife is otr (Ley). 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembroke¬ 
shire: 7JO MP 8 HG 9JO Cymun 
Bendieaid: 11.15 Ch Euch. Schubert In G: 6 
Ch E. Dyson in D. 

ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL 6 
Vigil service of Easier: 8 HC; 10 Festal S 
Eudt; 11.45 HG Rev R Davey: 330 Ch E, 
This joyful Eastertide (Wood). 

ST FIN BARRELS CATHEDRAL Cork: 8 
Euch; 11.15 Ch Euch: 7 Ch E. Brewer in D. 
ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wark: 8 LM; 10 Family Mass; 11.30 ScH 
Mass. Coronation mass (Mozart): 6 LM. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8, 
10 HG Missa brevis (Walton); II JO MS: 6.8 
ES. Rev D K Robertson. 

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 6 
Easier Vigil; 8 Eudt; 1030 S Eudt. Messe 
solennelie (Vieme); 3 JO Ch £. 

ST MACHAR'S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 HG A: This is the day 
(P&kstrina). Rev R Frazer; 6 ES. 

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
8 JO Eudt; 11.15 S Euch, A: Christ the Laid is 
risen again (Rimer): 3.15 Ch E. 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL 8.9 HG 11 JO S 
Euch. Messe sotcnnetle (Lnnglais); 3.15 E. 
Stanford in B flat. Rev J Halliburton: 6 ES. 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
SW7: IOJO Divine Liturgy. Kievan and 
traditional polyphony. Met Anthony. 

ALL SAINTS. Wl: 8 LM; 1020 MP IIHM, 
Coronation mass [Mozart): 5.15 LM: 6 E & B, 
Stanford in G Rev I Davies. 

ALL SOULS, Wl: 8. 9 JO, 11 JO G Rev Preb 
R Bewes 6J0 EP. Rev Dr J Stott 
THE ASSUMPTION. Wl: II Missa O 
magnum mysterium (Victoria). 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WQ 11.15 HG 630. Rev S Hood. 
FARM STREET. WI:8, 930 LM: Jl HM; 
1230 LM; 4.15 Mass; 6.15 LM, 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7: 9 
HG U Family Service. Rev S Milter; 5,7 JO 
Informal Service, Rev S Downham. 

HOLY TRINITY, Sloonc Street: 8.45 Euch: 
IIS Euch, Collegium regale (Darke). 

THE ORATORY, SW7:7.8.9.10. II Mass. 
Mozart in F; 1230 Mass; 3J0 V & B, Haec 
dies (Sheppard); 430,7 Mass. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

Invents Gardens, W& Zndig. Easter Day. 
WESLEY’S CHAPEL EC2: IIC. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran). 
Gresham Su EC2H1 Ch Eudl, Rev P D 
Sdtmkge: 7 Bach Vespers. Rev D Pbion. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT, 
ECI; 9 HG 11 Ch Euch. Mozart in B flat 630 
E. Stanford in A. 


ST BRIDE'S. EC4; II Ch Euch, Sumsion in 
G; 6JO Ch E. Stanford m A Canon J Oates. 
ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2: II Ch Euch, 
Collegium regale (Howells). 

ST COLUMBA'S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SW1: II HG Very Rev J Mclndoe; 
6J0 Carols for Easter. 

ST ETHELDREDA’S. ECI: II S Mass. 
Credo mass (Mozart). 

ST GEORGE'S. Wl: 830 HG H S Euch, 
Coronation mass (Mozart). 

ST JAMES'S, Garlickhythe, EC4: IOJO S 
Eudt. John Paul. 

ST JAMES'S, Sussex Gardens: 1030 S 
Eudt. Missa brevis (Ives). Rev B Wilson; 6 
Ch E. Stanford in B flat. 

ST JAM ES*S, Wl: 9.15 HG 11 S Eudt. Rev 
D Reeves: 5.45 EP. 

ST JOHN'S. E15: II Family G Toccata 
(Lanquemit). Rev D Richards; 630 EP. 

ST LUKE’S. SW3: S HG 10 S Euch. Haec 
dies (Byrd): 6J0 E, A- Canute Domino 
(Dering. Rev ; Stneetjng. 

ST MARK’S. NWI: 8 HG 9.45 Family G 11 
S Eudt. Coronation mass [Mozart), Rev T 
Devonshire Jones. 

ST MARGARETS. SW1: 9JO MP: II S 
Euch. Easter anthems (Elgar). Canon D 
Gray. 

ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS. WC2b5JO 
Easter Vigil: 8 HG 9.45 Euch. Rev D 
Monad ch; II JO Visitors Service: 12 HG 2.45 
Chinese Service. Rev G Lees 5 Ch E: 630 ES. 
ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W8:8 HG 
930 Euch: 11.15 Ch M: 1230 HG 630 E. 

ST MARY-THE-VIRGIN. NW3: 530 Fes¬ 
tal Euch, Darke in E; 10.30 Ffestal Euch. 
Stanford in B flat. 

ST MARYLEBONE, NWI: 8 HG II Ch 
Euch. Mozart in F. 

ST PAUL'S. SW1: 8. 9 HG 11 Sol Eudt. 
Mozart in D. Rev C Courtauld. 

ST PETER’S. SWI: B.15 HC; 10 Family 

Eudt; 11 S Eudt, Bruckner in E._ 

CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of Uptdon: 9.15 HC: 
11 S G Darke in E. Rev P R C Abram: 3 E. 
Third servide (Byrd). 

CHAPEL ROYAL St James's Palace 830 
HG 11.15 S Eudl. Darke in A minor. 
CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Rilacc: 
830 HC; II Ch Eudt. Missa sancti Joannis 
de Deo (Haydn); 3 JOE. 

GROSVENOR CHAPEL South Audky 
Su Wl; IIS Euch. Schubert in G 
QUEEN'S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY, 
WC2.11S Euch. Darke in F. The Chaplain. 
THE TEMPLE CHURCH. EC4:830 HG 
11,15 MP, Collegium regale (Howells). 
GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks. 
SWI; Jl Ch HG Mozan in D. Bond of the 
Blues and Rpyals. Vcn J J Holliman. 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SE10:11S Eudt. Collegium regale (Howells). 
Rev RNunon. 

• Compiled by Debumh King. 


Save £4 on Times 
books for Easter 

Edited and introduced by Ruth Gledhill 

T oday we offer readers two excellent books, 
both at E2 less than the normal retail price. 

The Times Best Sermons for 1998 are the 30 
sermons shortlisted for this year's competition. 

They are the thoughts of preachers from all 
denominations, encompassing a variety of styles 
of worship. Together they provide a source of 
enjoyment and spiritual enrichment for anyone 
trying to make sense of our complex world. 

The Times Book of Prayers contains prayers 
that speak of the pain of insomnia, the difficulty 
of forgiveness, or the emptiness of forgetting how 
to pray. Others celebrate birth and new love. 

They include tributes to wives and husbands, 
church cats, and spontaneous thanksgivings for 
delicious fudge or a victory at football. 

You can buy The Tones Best Sermons for 1998 and 
The Times Book of Prayers for the special price of 
£7.99 each, £2 less than the cover price. They are 
splendid books to buy for yourself or to give as gifts. 



Mr/Mrs/Ms/MiS£. 


THE TIMES EASTER BOOKS ORDER FORM 


Or debit my MasuaCanl/Wsa card no, 


-Postcode 

Ptease send iiw_copes of 77» Times S«* oi frayws 

and/or _coptasaf The Timas Besi Sermons far 1B98 at 

£7.99 sash (met pSp), a swing of E2 each. 1 andene a 
ctaque/PO(E) made payaBta to. T?» Times FT883 

Value_.Cart No—__ 

Htease write name and address on bock ot an cheques 


Prim Name _ rwm» „ 

Signature- iw . _ 

Send coupon and remUBoeetK The Tnm&Btar book* 

Frees. POEkw345, MmouttlRii ami 

28 dqre tor deOwtay hwn receipt of order. 

Ho cWrne for leu Intrant cm be made attar 60 dagm. 
BtfoMUoltad, ptBOM retirei me boob/» nBMnaeMmdvi 

far ■ ful refund. The effor to to nratofetty. 

tK* bc« a you do not wteb to receive nrttw I- 

dttaita from The Tbvea or companie* approved by us. 1_ 


FOR ORDERS PLEASE TELEPHONE 0990 134459 (24 HOURS) 


CHANGING TIMES 


/ 
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TRAVEL 


TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171782 7824 


CHECK-IN 


Because we think the world of you ... 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


pn-ptftttH 

MELBOURNE 

PERTH 

BRISBANE 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

TOKVO 

INDIA 


new? BtPi 
fan 

£325 £505 
£356 £461 
£338 £505 
£262 £619 
£224 £372 
£260 £357 
£256 £379 
£259 £405 
£323 £469 
£209 £350 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

WASHINGTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

LAS VEGAS 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


OTtoy Kjun 
tom 

£122 £205 
£161 £217 
£172 £231 
£175 £244 
£196 £261 
£156 £272 
£211 £272 
£184 £272 
£199 £274 
£251 £354 


CARIBBEAN 

MEXICO CITY 

40’BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 

ROME 


UR) ®nm 
linn 

£138 £277 
£267 £388 
£231 £335 
£231 £381 
£340 £496 
£253 £279 
£182 £266 
£138 £222 
£89 £98 


AROUND THE WORLD £744 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £32 • USA £29 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £17 
USA CAR m. FROM £20 PB DAY - CALL NOW FOR OUR TA1LQRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMSCA BROCHURES 

OPEN EASTS? SUNDAY & MONDAY 


A:! fur travel centres are open [I Ion-Sat !rom 9-5pm * Thurs 9-7pm • Sen IC-Epcn 


trail|J§|£ers >-)- 


THE T 8 A V E L EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA FROM £461 RETURN 

PLUS AUS $50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 

NEW ZEALAND FROM £619 RETURN 

ON AIR NEW ZEALAND 




Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


Unequivocal protectio n against airline insolvency - CAft approved 
worldwide'attention to detail 


For be real towdown on worldwide 
travel, Itaiffinders is your one stop 
travel sfcop. 

Ttaflfindcrs offers more low cost 
(fights to more destinations ban 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 
own package with np Id 75% discount 
on betels anf car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFliVDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-933 3365 ANYTIME 


XT0L145B WTA ABTR 69701 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel; 

First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Saucfuehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


0171-938 3366 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 . 
0171-338 3444 

LONDON W86B0 
9171-9375406 

BIRMINGHAM B46BS 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 

0161-839 3434 


... people think the world of us! 


m A :;; D enver ' 

■» d " iP °' -^ York 
BOU 


w 


BOSTON £184 AUSTRALIA £45S 
LOS ANGELES £245 N. ZEALAND £599 
S-FRANCISCO £245 BANGWDK £382 
RDROA £270 HONGKONG £335 
LAS VEGAS £245 SINGAPORE £374 
CHICAGO £237 JO*BURG £330 
TORONTO £289 NAIROBI £285 


Car Hire 

Discounted prices, many 
special offers ca8 ibr detafe- 







■ £ 159 '■ : ,.••• 1 




Open Easter 
Sunday & Monday 

Hotels 

We can offer Hotels In b 
San Diego 2 star go 5 sta 


Trek America 

Smal grtx^3 adventure Hofctays K 
far afl ages In North America. Mb 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 


Look 

•n* 

book 


Subject to availability C.C surcharges applicable and Includes taxes 


m 

dS; mta 


Austral ia/New Zealand 

0171 757 2468 

Wbrtdwfde 

0171 757 2444 

Gatwtdc Branch 

01293 568 300 


PLATINUM 


T TRAVEL 


I Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices I 


£326 rtn 

Hong Kong 
£369 rtn 


— CURRENT BEST BUYS — special offers 

o/w kin om rtn or* rtn South Africa 

SYDNEY._£293...f 5*8 SINGAPORE_f260.-£l80 HARARE.._.£299.. £440 £326 rtn 

MHBOUBNE £>i9._£490 HONG BONG.. HK-tHI IffBURG.-£240...£l« 

CAIRNS_£I63...£587 UXARU.. £269 ...£40? CAPI IOM4.....£24S...£Hf B 

«m_j»w...£470 bau -naa_x4)) iKKCoarr. cuo..tm 

AIJCKUtfW... -£212..£60S SAIGON-f290-.£4|0 BO DC JAM HO £109. £18$ 

MOM-_ CM 0_ £171-J2n OUIO_ {W.jm rhr •mmmrmJTrom 

MADRAS_£7M._£4I0 BBIMG.-£790.../I01 IORONIOl ._.£1I7. _£359 "V"- 1 ** r P* rt ’ 

UIHMANDU. £U0...£4It DUBAL-£209._£2?9 NEWYOBL.._...illf ..£149 Australia 

COLOMBO-£265—097 lOtfTO.-£2 70.-/940 105 ANGtllS—f199. £299 £460 rtn 

BANGKOK- £240..7J4J fOBK»L_...._£2J9._«99 CASABLANCA___£22 0 l»i*AUbpi*.4i,&w) 

- AROUND THE WORLD - 

LONDON* HONG KONG-CABNS-MSMNE «mfaai to MELBOUENE-AUCKLAND - USA-LONDON 
Wtmhor you we hoWning a (risking home wmuld Bice tn go (llieci m «mh t ttopc*tt. si Plawuim Travel 
we (Vfe mm IRgha vu mm derimslions, al aB Ihe priert lo wM your raquitemmn. 


iOV(> hall; 0171 957 5122 lawsm-wiu .mlropi-0171 957 2654 


52 EARLS COURT ROAD, KENSINGTON, LONDON WB 6EJ 
OPEN.* MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SATURDAY 10AM-2PM 


* ]i rqiml airpt 

Australia 
£460 rtn 



SnprAtMhflWaisM 

■pa lwHdd—Hi 

Cocntrf eoaoftt, WBaswbk 
pool*, qvaQtj kpamon md 
famOj-nm Hotels ia mpoSt 
locations. Pius flexible 
TaMv'Ufe 

0181 995 9323 

cm r 1U7 nut. rat aito 


Sweden 




RYANAIR 

THE LOW FARES AIRLINE 


c ■■ -i. ; V; v.rxiz :x ;'ere csr-sissm 
; r : r V4V ;:i ,v: r.v-a t S3*C:r;rs 'ir.-;c;.T r - O/ec: 


Travel as many times 

Iran nan <%■ a as yOU fike 


With our ofuuifl] tnvd insuram, 
you can take multiple trips jjgg^SSjSjl 

thrcnjghout the^eflx. Insurance 

TbcuoL aJJ^ptcting •■HH Services 

lines axe open 7 days. 0800700737 

Awflableto 


no need to compromise 


SfiSKS 


Uiton Airport fa/Tran Victoria wUi GmnBne DaBy scheduled 
coach sarrice E3 one ny. London Luton ts flights from 
only 35 mins by tnla than central London. London Luton. 

Mura prices 
now Include 
UK no 
awdferrtg w 
departure tax. 




tipK-rt ' 


rdipfe|u|fi 



★ USA and 
CANADA * 



<10990 329 326 


Open: Mon-Fri Bam-8pm. Sit 9zm-5pm. Son lOam-Spm. 
Arfanth»« iw N Afc "VW"»Ma>aUt«Mt'Mp K» e VA tog . 
BmttdttWMnaBiWLM. abwvisw wolob iba 



AUwecut Is tfie price. 


.fares from: London Heathrow. 



^y- ?r h^,speci 3 if£urof>can-f 3 '-es, contact your- 
c\li;y 5 Cfq^ratc) on 



i§ 5 EPom,.other a>cports 3 .a,thij- 0 K ana- Ireland. 


Midland 

V ■:-Wfi Airline for. Europe . 




wwwwrrwiw Mir. utuA, *tu «*. 


L 


FOR HIGH SEASON 

£449 


FLy WINTER '98/99 


AUSTRAVEL '5 AU 5 TRA 11 A & NEW ZEALAND 
FLIGHTS NOVEMBER '^10 MARCH '99 

unman Regular departures from 
(H 7 Vni 77 EE London and A4anchester 
U kvJSJdu to: Adelaide, Brisbane, 
0171 838 ion Melbourne, Perth, Sydney 
oi7i 588 1516 an ^ Auckland. 


SAVE £50 NOW 



BnwiUUM 
0121 2001116 


BOUWEMOUIK 

01202311488 


Basra. 

0117 927 7425 


mas 

01132448880 


I WHEN you BOOK AND PAV 
94 FUU. FOR YOUR BRITANNIA 
OR AIRTOURS RIGHTS 



Direct Travel Insurance 

for TOP QUALITY COVER AMD VALUE 




"■"^COTO £95 f«HO 


RATES froa 
SW. £6.00 
USA £1425 
SD £1030 


Ol 094C for inilanl lOttr or quofation 
" I VUiJ O I £043 9am • 8pm S«*»n dayt a week 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

HIGHEST QUALITY LOWEST PRICES 
"Award winning Annual Cover" 

COLOSSUS ■UltHtiB] 



FAMILY ANNUAL - with sknng ■ £87 JO 


Europe -17 Days - £13.00 


775 885 7 days a week 


Franco says 
“In twenty years of 
running airlines 
I never had a 
sardine buy a 
ticket from me.” 

"My airfare scats have plenty of legroom. 
(Micve in comfort. Sardines Jon't.’ 

debonair 3D 

We're opening up the skies. 


from 

£110 

ttfrffl 

Barcelona 

frOM 

£115 

ratm 

Nice 

trom 

£118 

ratum 





BMHngstatoBidt b» 3 « Ifetlrtwi mIIMms W A(rtM Bn Jam 
ww. «n Bn cafe am t m — «a im m iota 5 m. 
UH on Mnar ptottool mdd fan nVn iMtan * i*M 07 nodnd. 
*tan an correct at uw at (okig to cm w n to 

Wifflai t y . nv mr to wuu Votid ana ore a rei CM mat Baeoofi. 


/// 

CE2I3 

FIRST FOR VALUE 

TAX-INCLUSIVE 
RETURN FLIGHTS 

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL ACrNT 

or an >3 abuses FREE o\> 

0800 45 88 111 

\v\v-iv.;ib.iirl:tv.s.ct.':t: 





0500 787838 
TEiiiii 



AIRLINK WORLDWIDE 

Save £££'s book with us' 

t; 



0-71 .136 C44:! 

0771 773 7770 & 



TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 


CcRpnhanriva PoBctea 
Freni £1par day 
NomaSmAanydartnaaon 

SUN SELECTION 
Open Mon-Stffcm■ 8|pm 
Open Sunday 2pm - Bpm 


C315S2 -75025 



.-fit '7‘ztuci T'U 

YOUR CN5 STOP fiOL:D«Y SHC? 



0171 460 3000 


SAYE . JRAVEL. IXSIRAXCE 

rerrm rr 


£69 



wQrxdwide 


0 1832? ©33 336 

^ r * 


If yotr tlnoocfilf 
the ffie 

fe*fe of ho/^oi/Y 

war dry, 
check out the 
Henley-o*-T ooi <4 



As anyone in ^ 

Alice Springs t I 

w« cefi you. you don’t need water In 
the Northern Territory to have a 
regatta. But if you'd prefer things a bit 
wetter, how about white water rafting 
In the rainforests of Queensland? You 
on now get Down Under for under 
£530 with Qamas. Call Travel 2 for 
more information. 

0541 5500&6 
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The castle 
William 
Hearst 
built 

California ■ 27 


Travel 


Behind 
the scenes 
in a big 
hotel 

Cotswolds • 29 



Titanic mania is helping Florida’s St Petersburg to attract a younger crowd, Tom Chesshyre says 




The twin towers of the Don Cesar, a gaudy pink wedding cake of an hotel that dominates St Pete Beach, with a bar that is a great place to watch the sun seL The resort long popular with older tourists, is keen to attract a mix of ages 


Q ueueing to visit the 
current Titanic ex¬ 
hibition in St Pe¬ 
tersburg. Florida, a 
jovial American in 
an orange baseball cap turns 
to me. ~ Hey man. did you hear 
the one about two Irishmen 
who were stranded on an 
iceberg?” he asks with a broad 
grin. Before 1 have a chance to 
reply, he continues: "One says 
to the other: ‘We*re all right 
Paddy, we’re saved- Here 
comes the Titanic 1 .' Ha, ha!” 

Titanic-mama has struck. 
The phenomenal success of 
James Cameron’s epic produc¬ 
tion — which won a record- 
equalling 11 Oscars last month 
— has unleashed an almost 
insatiable interest in what 
happened on that fateful day, 
April 15.1912. 

And St Petersburg — which 
was named after Russia’s St 
Petersburg by a homesick 
imigrant in 1888 — is cashing 
in. The Titanic exhibition, 
which runs until May 15 at the 
downtown Florida Interna¬ 
tional Museum, is attracting 
more than 5.000 visitors a day. 
ft claims to contain the largest 
collection of artefacts {300 
objects altogether) recovered 
from the Titanic, including 
gold rings, pocket watches, 
chandeliers, toothbrushes, 
cufflinks and portholes. 

A 90-minute audio tour 
takes you through the vessel's 
final moments and examines 
some of the more controversial 
aspects of the rescue: why 
were there not enough life¬ 
boats and why did so few 
third-class passengers survive, 
for example. “It wasn’t fair 
that all the poor people died,” 
opined Chris Dunlop. 11. from 
Clapham, south London, as 
we passed the lists of passen¬ 
gers who were killed. 

St Petersburg — pan of the 
Pinellas peninsula, a blob of 
land with a 60-mile circumfer¬ 
ence on the west coast of the 
Sunshine Stale — is not known 
to be a follower of latest fads. 
In the past, it has been 
principally regarded as one of 


Relax in a state of sunshine 



Feeding pelicans on the 

white sands of St Pete 

America’s favourite retirement 
cities — a bit stuck-in-the-mud, 
a kind of American equivalent 
of Eastbourne or Worthing. 

The attractions for the re¬ 
tired are obvious: comfortable 
condos set among palms and 
magnolias, year-round sun¬ 
shine (it holds the world 
record for .the longest run of 
consecutive sunny days — 768) 
and dean beaches. However. 
Costa Geriatric — as it has 
been unkindly dubbed — is 
undergoing a deliberate image 
change. Hopes are that attrac¬ 
tions such as the Titanic 
exhibition will draw in tourist 
cash to rejuvenate the region. 

Progress has already been 
made. Over the past few years, 
scores of hotels have sprung 
up and the area has become a 
popular stop-off for fly-drive 
visitors to Florida. Several 
British tour operators now 
offer packages — 442.000 Brit¬ 
ish iourisis visited last year, 
many of whom derided to try 
St Petersburg rather than risk 
higher crime rates in east 
coast resorts such as Miami. 

When we vis i led this winter. 


■ Tom Chesshyre travelled 
with St Pctereborg/Ciearwaier 
Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau (001813 464 7200). 

■ Packages: Thomson (0990 
502567) has two weeks' room- 
only at a three-star hotel in 
April at St Pete Beach, from £575 
per person, for four sharing. 
Flights from Gatwick. 

BA Holidays (01293 723111) 
has a week’s room-only in April 
at a four-star hotel on St Poe 
Beach from £749 per adult, for 
two sharing. Flights from 
Gatwick and some regional 
airports. 

Funway Holidays (0181- 
466 0222) has a week's room- 
only at a three-star hotel on 
St Pete Beach for a family of 
four (with two children 
under II) in May from £1.735. 
Flights from Gatwick. All 
indude basic ear hire. 

■ Flights: BA (0345222111) 
has return Highs to Tampa 
International Airport, from 
£482 until June 14; must be 
booked 21 days in advance, 
minimum stay one week. 

■ Car Hire: Premier Car 
Hire (01279 641040) has a week’s 
alt-indusive hire in May 

from £170. Holiday Autos (0990 
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300400) has a week’s all- 
inclusive in May from E194. 

Prices based on a 
‘compact* four-door car. suitable 
fora family of four, with free 
additional driver and tank of 
petrol picked up from 
Tampa International. 

■ Hotels Sheraton Sand 
Key Resort (001813 5951611) on 
Clearwater Beach has 


double rooms from EII250 a 
night until April 25. Best 
Western Strata Beach Resort 
(813 367 2771) on St Pete Beach 
has double rooms from £85 a 
night in May. Saddkbrook 
Resort (8(3 9731111) in 
Tampa has double rooms from 
£151 a night in ApriL All 
prices room-only. 

■ Best time to ga Ills warm 


or hot all year round, but 
July and August tend to be 
humid and prone to 
thunderstorms and mosquitos. 

■ Worth Visiting: Salvador 
Dali Museum (8138233767): 
1000 Third Street South. St 
Petersburg. Admission: adults 
£5: over 65*5 £430; children 
under ten free. 

Titanic The Exhibition 
(813 8223693): 100 Second Street 
St Petersburg. Admission: 
adults £8.70; students/schoo! 
children £3.70; children 
under six free. 

Bosch Gardens (813 987 
5212) in Tampa (theme park). 
Admission: adults £25JO: 
children aged three to nine. 
£21-80; children under three, 
free. 

■ Books: The Rough Guide 
to Florida by MRk Sinclair 
(Rough Guide. £10.99); For 
Love 8 Money by Jonathan 
Raban (Picador. £6.99); any 
Travis McGee novel by John D. 
MacDonald, (published by 
Robert Hale). 

■ Farther information: The 
Florida Tourist Board 
information line 0891 
600555 (calls charged at 
50p a minute). 



it was clear to see why the 
tourists like it. St Pete Beach 
(as it is affectionately known 
locally) is made of fine white 
sand and stretches several 
miles. The view out to sea 
across the Gulf of Mexico is 
spectacular: a wide horizon of 
calm, glistening, metallic-blue 
water. 

Young lovers kissing in the 
shallow water, kids making 
sandcastles. teenagers chuck¬ 
ing Frisbees (“Yo! Nice throw, 
man!”) and middle-aged cou¬ 
ples collecting shells share the 
sand. The only signs of the 
large retirement community 
were elderly speed walkers 
wiggling along the water’s 
edge in white T-shirts. 


There were plenty of British 
tourists. "It’s a fantastic place 
to relax.” said Janette Harvey- 
Adams, 46, from Stroud, who 
was looking extremely laid 
back wearing Ray-Bans and 
holding a Danielle Steel novel. 
“We spent the first week of our 
holiday visiting the theme 
parks in Orlando and this 
makes a great contrast” 
Nearby, at Banana Mama’s 
Beach Bar, 1 bumped into 
John and Peter Hill, brothers 
from Peterborough, aged 22 
and 24. Munching on onion 
rings and a burger. John said, 
a little ruefully: “I’ve got 
to admit it’s a bit quiet around 
here — there’s not a huge 
amount of nightlife. It’s main¬ 


ly families with kids and older 
travellers, so it doesn't really 
suit people in their 20s.” 

B ut neither really 
seemed to mind. “I 
like the peaceful¬ 
ness.” said Peter. “I 
don’t want all the hassle of 
somewhere like Miami. On a 
typical day here, we just laze 
about on the beach, maybe go 
for a swim and then go to one 
of the great seafood restau¬ 
rants nearby.” 

Most of the beachfront of the 
Pmellas peninsula has already 
been well-developed: holds, 
motels and condos abound. 
There are a few monstrosities: 
St Efete Beach has a huge. 


gaudy-pink wedding cake of a 
hotel called the Don Cesar. 
But it makes up for its appear¬ 
ance with its excellent Beach¬ 
comber Bar. which plays 
gentle reggae music and 
serves Buffalo-style chicken 
wings, tiger prawns and 
daiquiries and pin a coladas — 
making it a perfect place to 
watch pelicans soar by as the 
sun sets after a beach walk. 
Concrete towers are the 
most striking feature of the 
most over-developed parr of 
the peninsula. Clearwater 
Beach (ten miles north of St 
Pete on the Gulf coast) — 
which has pirate boat rides, 
crazy-golf courses and video 
arcades. Meanwhile. Caladesi 


Titanic exhibition is going 
down a storm, until May 15 

Island, a couple of miles north 
of Clearwater and reached by 
a cheap ferry, is untouched 
with beautiful sands and a 
rich interior packed with 
mangroves. 

Downtown St Petersburg, 
which overlooks Tampa Bay 
on the east coast of the 
peninsula, has a lot to offer in 
its own right. As well as the 
Titanic exhibition, there’s a 
huge Salvador Dali museum 
packed with hundreds of origi¬ 
nal works—well worth a visit 
The museum was opened in 
1982 to house a private collec¬ 
tion owned by a Cleveland 
industrialist who had written 
to The Wall Street Journal in 
desperation, after being un¬ 
able to find a local museum to 
care for his beloved paintings. 
St Petersburg was the first to 
respond to this plea. 

Tbe highlight of downtown 
St Petersburg is its pier. At the 
pier’s end there’s a building in 
the shape of an inverted 
pyramid packed with ice¬ 
cream parlours, pizzerias, 
sandwich shops and burger 
joints — a fast food heaven. 


Tucking into a huge slice of 
pizza, Victor Farminer. 70. 
from Portsmouth, was loving 
it “What a great way to escape 
the English winter.” he said. 

The Baithouse hires out 
fishing rods ($10 a day) for 
casting off the pier. All sorts of 
colourful local characters were 
chancing their arm when we 
visited — many, according to 
Joe. who urns the hire stall, 
rely on catching fish (mainly 
grouper and flounder) to feed 
their families. 

I t rained heavily on the 
final day of our visit, an 
extremely rare event: the 
locals looked shell¬ 
shocked. After swimming in 
the heated, outdoor hotel pool 
we did what everybody else 
was doing and went to a mall. 

On the 30-minuie drive out 
of town we passed typically 
wacky American roadside bill¬ 
boards that hinted at the 
elderly local population — 
“Fountain of Youth Plastic 
Surgery". “Rad’s Mobile X- 
Rays” and “Chest Pain Centre: 
Because Your Heart Attack 
Won’t Wait" — before reach¬ 
ing the Ellenton Outlet, which 
had shops selling all sorts of 
designer labels, which were as 
much as a third cheaper than 
in Britain. 

“It’s wonderful — we 
thought it would be boring 
when it rained, but this is 
great." said Janet Eddleston. 
from Clayton-le-Moors in Lan¬ 
cashire. She was on a two- 
week holiday with her three 
■Children Amy (eight), 
Michaela (ten) and Leannc 
(12). “1 can go swimming 
tomorrow, today I’m going 
shopping.’’ said Leanne 
firmly. 

Colin and Eunice Turner 
from Blackburn, 67 and 65. 
were also having ftzn. “We’ve 
had a fantastic holiday." said 
Colin, clasping a shopping 
bag. "It’s no wonder so many 
Americans retire here. Despile 
all the new developments. I 
wouldn’t mind settling down 
here." 
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SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVALS: NORWAY 


Iceman 
cometh to 
the frozen 




’ *-/i:' Y. '»TanAV^; ; 1s %% V : Av- ; -^:-;Y ; 


tundra of 
Norway 




N orthern Norway. 

or Finnmark, has 
lots of snow, but no 
skiing. There is 
plenty to drink, but it costs 
three times what it would in 
London. The locals are bright¬ 
ly costumed and friendly, but 
their idea of a sophisticated 
night out is reindeer racing 
and suicidal drinking rounded 
off by a yodelling competition 
out on the tundra. If you are 
looking for a winter holiday in 
spring, it is hard to make the 
case for Karasjok over 
Klosters. Apres-reindeer’s 
charms, however earthy, are 
no direct match for the thigh¬ 
slapping and schnapps-swig¬ 
ging of an Alpine Easter. 

But snow has another side. 
It is not all chalet girls and 
whoopee. Though without the 
drama of mountains, tundra is 
satisfyingly bleak. In the miles 
of whiteness north of the Arctic 
circle, where the only tilings 
breaking the monotony are tiie 
tree tops poking up through 
the snow as though they were 
the antlers of buried reindeers, 
there is romance. 

It can either be a Tolstoyan 
sort of romance — rich folk 
wrapped up in furs being 
sledded along to their expec¬ 
tant writer houses where fires 
blaze and hogs sizzle—or. for 
the more melancholy, a secre¬ 
tive romance, where noble folk 
brood, toil and procreate 
under thick rugs disturbed 
only by the sound of icicles 
crashing from the eaves. 

Flying up from Oslo, you see 
the fiords, so massive the 
Germans could hide their fleet 
there during both world wars. 
Alta, the starting point for our 
tundra jaunt, however, is a 
sort of Arctic Corby: industri¬ 
al, cold and best left in a hurry. 

A three-hour drive through 
the frozen wastes, and we 
arrived in Karasjok, capital of 
the Sami people, northern 
Norway’s indigenous reindeer 
herders. The North Cape Ho¬ 
tel was typical of every hotel 
we were to see. Clean, comfort- 


Philip Delves 
Broughton 

catches a lift 
from husky 
dogs and 
Rudolf’s cousin 
to get across 
the snow to the 
reindeer races 


able and efficiently heated, it 
also had an extremely well- 
appointed sauna, with bracing 
showers and a room beside the 
sauna kitted out with sofas 
and candles for recovering 
after a good sweaL 
Sauna etiquette is a tricky 
subject of which one of my 
companions on the trip fool¬ 
ishly claimed to be the master. 
As I approached the sauna 
with my towel wrapped firmly 
round my waist he stood there 
naked and told me to remove 
it “I’d prefer to keep it on." 1 
said. “You’ll look really stupid 
in there.” he insisted. “They 
might even make you take it 
off. Norwegians sauna naked 
and youll make them feel self- 
conscious. It’s only polite." I 
held my ground and we en¬ 
tered the sauna to be met by 
two Norwegian couples and 
their four children all sitting 
there in towels, smirking at 
my naked friend who covered 
himself up and scuttled out 
Evenings in Karasjok mean 
yoiking in the gamme , a low 
wooden building filled with 
smoky fires and benches, the 
traditional focus of arty Sami 
village. A yolk is a wordless 
song, a sort of yodel with more 
notes. It can last as long as you 
like and is supposed to 
describe a mood, person, thing 
or event, or even a favourite 
reindeer. Courting Samis 
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A cold Philip Delves Broughton relaxes on a sled while his four-legged companion works his way across the sOent and memorably strange Norwegian tundra 
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Traditional Sami costume at the Kautokdno race course 


compose them to each other 
and wail them across the 
wastes. The great ydker is as 
feted among' the Sami as 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa is 
among the Maoris. 

Mari Borne, the greatest 
yoiker of the moment, per¬ 
forms jazz-yoik. a fusion genre 
which is better than it might 
sound. A pretty, dark-haired 
woman with heavy mascara, 
she flirts devastating^ with 
the Sami men who are. on the 
whole, trollish and howling 
from alcohol 

The next morning featured 
the highlight of the holiday: 
dog-sledding. We travelled out 
along a frown river into the 
woods to find a collection of 
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small log cabins and SO or 60 
yapping huskies. There we 
were greeted by Teria, a tall, 
blond, husky sledder, dressed 
from head to toe in workman’s 
leather and with knives dan¬ 
gling from his belt. 


mm 
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K itted out in thermal 
romper suits, we 
took to our sleds, 
standing precari¬ 
ously on thin runners and 
holding on to a sort of wooden 
Zimmer frame. In front of us 
were 12 dogs harnessed in 
pairs, who left an acrid yellow 
trail behind them in the snow. 
According to Teria, this had 
saved many a s tedder’s life. If 
they fell off and Lost their dogs, 
they could find their way 
home by sniffing the snow. 

Off we went bumping down 
hillsides, down along the river 
where the locals whizzed 
around on their sltidoos. After 
about an hour, as our legs 
began to stiffen from balanc¬ 
ing so long on the runners, we 
pulled over. Teria dug a hole 
in the snow and lit a fire. He 
then produced a kettle, which 
he filled with snow and boiled. 
Coffee soon followed and a 
tinful of chocolate biscuits. It is 
possible to go on week-long 
dog-sledding trips, staying in 
cabins dotted around the 
woods. On the evidence of one 
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your local 
travel agent 


morning, it would make a 
terrific holiday. 

Kautokeino is the home of 


the World Reindeer Racing 
Championship, held every 
Easter. “World" in this case 
has about as much meaning 
as in American baseball's 
“World Series” championship. 

Reindeer racing does not. as 


Reindeer skin shoes for sale at the Easter reindeer races 


I imagined, involve actually 
saddling up a reindeer, grip¬ 
ping the antlers and letting rip 
with a “giddy-up, Rudolph". 
Instead, you lie face down on a 
sled which the reindeer then 
pulls around an oval trade 
The animals move surprising¬ 
ly fast, and at the end. the rider 
must jump off the sled going ax 
full speed. 

The then Norwegian Prime 
Minister, Thorbjoem Jagland. 
was there, with his family, 
mingling un-bodyguarded 
among the crowd before going 
off for an afternoon of 
langlaufing. The ubiquitous 
hot reindeer stew was served 
from vans in the skidoo park 
beside the race track. 



E aster morning saw 
the bleary-eyed 
Samis turning out 
for church in full 
costume: bright blue, red and 
gold jackets, skirts and trou¬ 
sers. Afterwards, they cele¬ 
brated with reindeer marrow 
lunches, with cocktail swiz- 
zlers provided to poke the 
marrow exit of the bones. 

After the claustrophobia of 
the tundra, it was a refief to 
head for the sea and 
Honningsv&g, an island off 
tiie coast whose northern cape 
is the northernmost point in 
Europe. An hour on the back 
of a skidoo takes you to the 
North Cape Club, a cavernous 
complex incorporating restau¬ 
rants. shops and viewing sta¬ 
tions looking out across the 
sea towards the Arctic- 
Standing on the supposed 
most northern point of 
Europe, however, it is impossi¬ 
ble not to miss a spit of land 
which pokes ait a few hun¬ 
dred yards further into the sea. 



A child of the indigenous 
reindeer herders, the Sami 

“We do not count that in 
calculating the most northern 
point,'' said our irritated guide 
without further explanation. 

It took several flights in 
hopper planes to take us back 
to Oslo, which had seemed 
slow on our arrival but now 
looked like New York com¬ 
pared to where we had been. 

This had been a very pecu¬ 
liar holiday. The Sami nation¬ 
alists hope that if they can 
whip up enough of a tourist 
industry, they stand a better 
chance of seceding from die 
rest of Noway. Unlike the rest 
of their country, the Samis are 
mostly in favour of joining tiie 
European Union, as member¬ 
ship would cushion their se¬ 
cession with all kinds of 
subsidies. 

Even without the Samis 
flaunting their ethnicity for 
political motives, however, 
their country is physically 
stunning enough to be worth 
visiting. It is not twee. Heidi- 
country. or dramatic and 
Griegworthy, tart rather cold, 
envelopingly silent and memo¬ 
rably strange. 


Samis in Kautokeino, northern Norway 


NORWAY FACT FILE 


■ Philip Delves Broughton travelled with the Norwegian 
Tourist Board and SAS Scandinavian Airlines 0)345 010789). 

■ Getting there: No tour operator offers readymade • 
packages to tiie region, although Inntravd 0)1653 628811) and 
Scandinavian Travel Service {0171-559 6666 ) both offer 
tailored packages allied to the Easter Festival 

STS also features a ten-day tour of Norway this summer 
which indudes two nights in Troms 0 . starting at £938. 

■ Going alone SAS is quoting return fares to Alta, via 
Oslo, starting at £313 until May 30. Flights from Oslo to Alta 
get very busy during public holidays as exiles return home 

■ Accommodation: The Rica Cape North Hotel in 
Karasjok (00 47 7846 7400) costs KJ.095 (£ 88 ) for a double room 
inducting breakfast at Easter, the half-board price iumDS to 
£105. 

The Norland ia Hotel in Kautokeino (7848 6205) costs 
KM45 (£92): KJ.510 (£122) at Easter. 

■ Extras: Three hours’ dog-sledding in Karasjok. K636 
(£51). (78467166). 

Snow-scooter to North Cape, K845 (£69) per person 
(minimum two people) (7847 2488). 

Reindeer safari in Kautokeino, K500 (£41) (7848 5600). 

■ What to take Temperatures in spring hover around 
freezing. Snowboots and waterproofs are useful for dog 
sledding and reindeer trips. Thermal underwear is also a 
good idea. 

■ Further information: Norwegian Tourist Board 
(0171-839 6255). 
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SCANDINAVIAN FESTIVALS: FINLAND 
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My musical 
magic on 
a midsummer 



A concert in the church at Korsholm; its annual festival began in the 1980s under strong Russian influence, but has an international cast now 


W ood is good for 
music. As Frans 
Helmet-son's bow 
gives life to a 
Bach cello suite, the whole of 
die upper room at the 
Srundars open-air museum 
seems to vibrate softiy In 
sympathy. Of timber construe-' 
tion, as is usual in Qstroboth- 
nia. the Stundarf building 
resonates and enriches the 
arching melody as if it were 
itself a huge cello. 

Helmerson has been direc¬ 
tor of the Korsholm Festival 
since 1994. It makes sense to 
have a Swede in charge, even 
though Korsholm is a district 
of Ostrobothnia in Finland 
The area is called (confus¬ 
ingly) the Swedish Coast, and 
the joint presence of Swedish 
and Finnish speakers adds to 
local colour. Each town tailors 
its road and shop signs to the 
prevalent language of its 
community. 

Visitors invariably ask 
whether this causes Tension, 
and the answer is yes. but very 
litile. It is a moot point who 
was here first (there are con¬ 
flicting theories as to what 
constitutes a true Finn). When 
the lingua franca is music, as 
it is for a week each June, there 
is little point in looking for 
controversy. It makes much 
more sense to concentrate on 
great music that is being 
beautifully played in fascinat¬ 
ing surroundings. 

Surprisingly, not everyone 
approves of the Ostrobothnian 
landscape. Some guidebooks 
dismiss it as a wasteland and 
you wonder whether the au¬ 
thors have actually seen it for 
themselves. Certainly it is flat 
and dominated by huge, 
slabby skies but the sense of 
monotony is averted by mir¬ 
ror-smooth rivers, punctuat¬ 
ing birch and fir woodland, 
amusingly angular hay bams 
and granite boulders casually 
strewn as the Ice Age glaciers 
departed northwards. 

In Britain each sizeable 
lump of glacial debris would 
have its own name and a 
brown sign pointing to it 
Dragon Rock, the Witch Stone 
and suchlike. In this part of 
Finland, rocks are plentiful 
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The wooden diurches of Ostrobothnia, in Finland, 
provide the perfect surroundings to listen to some 
outstanding chamber orchestras, says Brian Hunt 
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Fishing village on the Ostrobothnian gulf: the coast is littered with Ice Age rocks 


0'i- ARCTIC 


EX PERIENCE 

iniiM arm »TOt W*J 



enough to be just rocks. Wood 
is even more abundantly avail¬ 
able and has been for centu¬ 
ries. It is the standard material 
for all rural structures, from 
bams to town halls. To the un¬ 
practised eye it is hard to fell 
which buildings are old. 
which are new. since a spot of 
remedial carpentry and a lick 
of traditional rust-red paint 
renders everything spick and 
span. Nevertheless, each vil¬ 
lage seems to have its own 

open-air museum, a site where 
old shops and windmills 
come, plank by plank, to be re¬ 
assembled in retirement. 

. The country churches are 
wooden, and it is in them that 
most of the Korsholm Festival 
concerts take place. Chamber 
music is the focus; Helmer- 
son’s repertory company of 
string players, wind soloists 
and pianists mix and match in 
various combinations to set 

the timbers ringing. 

M usicianship is or 
a high order, 
and the pro¬ 
grammes com¬ 
bine a large proportion of the 
familiar and widely loved 
(Mozart, Beethoven. Schubert 
and Mendelssohn last year) 
with a dash of ^ vrarlh- 
eerting-to-know. A highlight of 
the last festival was a perfor¬ 
mance of Schoenberg's string 
sextet Verklarte Nacht (Trans- 

^ln^Junef every Qstroboth- 
nian night is transfigured. The 
sun sets, painring the calm sea 
of the archipelago in pastel 
tints, but darkness never falls. 

Ghostly misls blanket the 


fields and skin clumps of 
woodland, while the sky re¬ 
mains light for the few hours 
before sunrise. Every Finn 
wants to make the most of 
these white nights, having 
experienced the narrow days 
and half-light of midwinter, 
and the Korsholm Festival 
takes advantage of that enthu¬ 
siasm. Of die three concerts 
each day. the last (and often 


the best] begins at 10pm. One 
or two concerts on a larger 
scale take place in the splendid 
hall in Vaasa, the area's 
largest town. 

Vaasa (Vasa to its 27 per cent 
Swedish-speaking population) 
grew up around the medieval 
castle of Korsholm. The mod¬ 
em town was constructed after 
Old Vaasa was destroyed by 
fire. The pipe-smoker who fell 



Poor man" wooden sculpture outside a village church 


asleep in a hay-barn in 1852 
did the area something of a 
favour, as the harbour build¬ 
ings. were by then embarras¬ 
singly far from the sea. Fin¬ 
land rises out of the water at 
the rate of about lem per year. 

Built uniypically but under¬ 
standably of brick and stone, 
the new Vaasa is rich in mus¬ 
eums, markets and _ 

art galleries and 
has the cultural at¬ 
traction of a uni¬ 
versity town. You 
could spend days 
sampling what it 
has to offer, but not 
at the expense of 
exploring the rest 
of the Swedish 
Coast For exam¬ 
ple. there is 
Narpes. a farming 

district to the _ 

south. Distin¬ 
guished by a dialect that per¬ 
plexes even its near-neigh¬ 
bours, the village boasts the 
only “church stables” pre¬ 
served in Finland. These 19th- 
century sheds are littered 
around the 15th-century 
church and used to shelter the 
horses and sledges of 
worshippers. 

Further south you come to 
Kaskinen (Kasko in Swedish), 
a pretty island town smaller 
than the wood pulp factory 
which provides work for the 
population of Jess than 2,000. 
Us-Marie Ennnh-Niemi, the 
town’s officer of education and 
culture, invited me into 
Bladh'S House, a pleasant, 
imaginatively restored 1788 
mansion. As we sat chatting I 
noticed how her head turned 
to watch each infrequent pass¬ 
ing car. It summed up the self- 
contained nature of the quiet 
community. 

V enturing out into the 
archipelago is essen¬ 
tial. whether you take 
an extensive cruise or 
merely the ferry across to 
Replot, the largest island. 
Here you will find an extraor¬ 
dinary leaning church: the 
north wind blew, the timbers 
bent, and the only economical 
solution was to stabilise the 
structure before its wonkiness 
advanced even further. Stand 
among the confused and con¬ 
tradictory angles of its interior 
and you will understand why 
some parishioners feel dis¬ 
tinctly queasy over their Sun¬ 
day lunch. 

If your own internal equi¬ 
librium survives, don't leave 
Replot without feasting on 
locally caught fish {and visit¬ 
ing the picturesque fishing 
museum). On the other hand, 
be sure to be back on the 
mainland for at least one of the 
evening's concerts. 

When the Korsholm Festi¬ 
val started in the early 1980s. 


_X 


Soloists 

and 

pianists 
set the 
timbers 
ringing 


Finland was still dominated 
by communist Russia. Many 
Russian superstars — Yuri 
Bashmet, Evgeny Kissin. Al¬ 
fred Schnittke — appeared 
during the popular director¬ 
ship of Dimitry Sitkovetsky, 
the violinist, with the quota of 
Western artists increasing as 
the Soviet bear began to loosen 

_ its grip. Now. with 

Helmerson in 
charge, the cast is 
international but 
with an emphasis 
on young Nordic 
artists. The week 
Wore Korsholm. 
the same musi¬ 
cians give a festival 
across the Baltic in 
Umea, Sweden. 

Finland's polit¬ 
ical past, often 
painful, sometimes 
inglorious, is a di¬ 
minishing presence. For the 
moment, the highly developed 
welfare state is keeping heads 
above water during a difficult 
time of transition. The Finns I 
met in and around Vaasa were 
a great deal more genial and 
optimistic than some com- 


FINLAND FACT FILE 


■ Brian Hunt travelled 
with Finn air and the Furnish 
Tourist Board. 

■ The 1998 Korsholm 
Festival runs from June 21 to 
27 and features Mozart 
and Spanish music. Tickets 
cost between E6.70 and 
EI6.70 for each conceit 

■ Getting there Norvisia 
(0171-409 7334). the Fbwair- 
owned tour operator, has 

two night's B&B at a three-star 
hotel in Vaasa during the 
festival for £337. based on two 
sharing and including 
return flights. Seven-day fly- 
drive packages start at £555 
per person (minimum two 
people), including flights 
and group A car hire. Norvisui 
can booh festival tickets. 
British Airways (0345 


222111) has flights lo Vaasa 
from £328 in June. 

■ Where to stay. Brian 
Hunt stayed at the Hotel 
Royal Vaasa (00 358 6 327 
Sill), which has single rooms 
for £70 and doubles for 

ES4. breakfast included. 

The Ostrobothnian lourist 
office m Vaasa (00 358 6 325 
11251 has hold 
information. 

■ Tips: Mosquito repellent 
is essential for evenings. II is 
very light at nighL so take 
an eye mask in case hotel 
curtains are loo thin. 

■ Reading: Finland: a 
Trawl Suniyal kit (Lonely 
Planet. EIJ.99). 

■ Information: Finnish 
Tourist Board (0)71-839 4048). 


mentaiors warn you to expect. 
It was, after all. midsummer 
and a time for enjoying life: 
almost 24 hours of sunlight, 
the mellow best of the year's 
weather, the pleasures of an 
unusual L landscape and its 


rural traditions. How lucky 1 
was to have spent a d$y in 
such an atmosphere, and to 
end it in the twilight listening 
to Bach. Beethoven and Schu¬ 
bert played magnificently in a 
wooden church. 


mmmm 
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The Shroud is just one reason to visit Turin, Sean Hignett says. It’s also a great place to shgpa gd eat out 

J ___ 11 —KATZ RCTl^Es f 1 



Y ou get the picture the 
minute you board the 
Alitalia flight at 
Gatwick: business 
stretches almost the 
length of the plane. Business is 
die image Turin has had since 
flying began. Fiat built its first 
car here in 1899. In 1923, a year 
after Mussolini came to 
power, it built its brutalist 
Lingotto factory, where the 
Topolinos, the Mickey Mouse 
cars, moved up the production 
line, from floor to floor, till 
they reached the test track on 
flie roof, the very image of 
Chaplin's Modem Times. 

There is. though, another 
image for which Turin is 
famous, one that in many 
ways helped to establish the 
premdustrial prestige of a city 
which, in its 19th-century 
heart, remains one of the most 
stylish in Europe. 

The image is that on the 
Turin Shroud, or Sindone as it 
is called in Italian — the piece 
of linen that many believe 
wrapped die body of the 
crucified Christ, and through 
some mysterious alchemy 
came to bear die imprint of 


His body. Guarino Guarini. 
the architect of some of the 
finest Baroque buildings in the 
city, built a chapel linking the 
cathedral to the Royal Palace 
to house it when the Savoy 
dynasty bought it from France 
in 1578, and from 1694 there 
die Shroud rested, in a casket 
high above the altar from 
which it was very occasionally 
brought out for display. Since 
being photographed in 1898, 
when the famous image was 
discovered, the Shroud has 
been displayed publidy only 
three times, bn 1931. 1935 and 
in 1978. This month, to com¬ 
memorate die centenary of 
that first photographic revela¬ 
tion, and the fifth century of 
the Cathedral, it will be an 
display again. 

Maurizia Momo. the archi¬ 
tect arranging die centenary 
display in the nave of Turin 
Cathedral, stretches out an 
arm to indicate where the 
Shroud will be hung, while 
blocks of 150 visitors, in ranks 
of three, file past every three 
minutes — 13 hours equals 
50,000 visitors a day, seven 
days a week. Nearly a million 


You don’t need an umbrella in Turin — the Galleria San Federico is part of an extensive complex of turn-of-the-century. elegantly arcaded dty-oentre streets 


have already registered for the 
time-stamped free tickets. “We 
had a trial run last year with a 
fake Shroud and we think it 
will work." 

The Cathedra], like many of 
Turin's churches and monu¬ 
ments, is being refurbished in 
preparation for the Espo- 
sizione when, unusually, 
everything will be open. In the 
case of the cathedral, though, 
this is a huge task because 
exactly a year ago the Holy 
Shroud survived yet another 
disaster. On April 11, 1997, 
Guarini’S chapel, in which it 
had been kept for 300 years, 
burnt down. By chance — or 
Divine providence — the cha¬ 
pel was already being restored 
and the Shroud had been 
stored behind the High Altar. 
A fireman braved the flames 
and falling timbers and 


smashed die bullet-proof glass 
of the reliquary to rescue die 
Shroud. “Only a miracle can 
explain how I succeeded.'* be 
said. 

“The chape] was destroyed," 
Maurizio Momo confirms. 
"The dome is all that could be 
salvaged and that’s now sup¬ 
ported entirely by scaffold¬ 
ing." "But what...” I ask him. 
The sentence fades as I gesture 
towards the ornate altar at die 
end of the nave on top of which 
the sacred reliquary appears 
to be sitting. 

“A huge canvas,” he says. 
“The whole end wall is a 
painting we had made. A 
trompe I'oal. Didn't you real¬ 
ise? It'S a very good one, isn’t 
itr 

Trompe toeil is something 
of a speciality in Turin. 
Stupinigi — the extraordinary 


rococo hunting lodge about 
five miles from the dty centre 
— is full of it The flat walls of 
the Room of Perspectives burst 
out with balconies and balus¬ 
trades, columns and cornices, 
all tricks of the painter 
AJberoni and. high above a 
corridor leading to the glitter¬ 
ing Great Hall, in a small 
niche, the same artist has 
faked an exquisitely mislead¬ 
ing glimpse of a spiral stair¬ 
case to another, non-existent, 
room. 
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more modem and 
tangible metamor¬ 
phosis befell the 
Lingotto factory 
which Fiat abandoned when it 
moved out to the Mirafiori 
complex on the city's outskirts, 
dreary flatlands of industrial 
development and housing for 
the thousands of poor south¬ 
ern Italians who migrated 
north for work in the postwar 
boom. Half of Lingotto was 
turned into a conference 
centre, the rest into a Meridien 
Hotel—still with the test track 
on die roof, the riot-proof 
railings and guard house and 
still, from the outside, - as 
brutalist as ever. But inside? 
What’s it like to stay in a five- 
star car factory? Terrific. Big 
rooms with high ceilings and 
whole walls of glass, stretch¬ 
ing from floor right up to those 
high ceilings. 

This duly aristocratic dty 
even has ceilings out-of-doors: 
12 or 15 miles, depending on 
who you listen to, of elegant 
tum-of-the-century arcades 
shelter pedestrians along the 
grid pattern of its streets. One 
industry at least that does not 
flourish in Turin is umbrella- 
making. 

Turin is also a haven of 
ornate, elegant 19th-century 
caffe and restaurants where 
Camillo Cavour and his co¬ 
horts plotted the risorgimento. 
the unification of 
Italy in the 1860s. 

In II Cambio, the 
famous 18th-centu¬ 
ry restaurant (the 
name refers to its 
history as a stag¬ 
ing post for chang¬ 
ing horses, rather 
than anything to 
do with currency) 
a nameplate 
marks his table. 

"Today we've 
made history," he 
is reputed to have 
said in I860, “now 
lei's have dinner.* —— 

Hunger satisfied, Cavour 
crossed the road to assemble a 
parliament for the new king¬ 
dom in the Palazzo Carignano 
where, appropriately, its first 
king. Vittorio Emmanuele II. 
had been bom in 1829. The 
oval hall within the extraordi¬ 
nary curving, undulating 
bride facade of the palace 
proved too confined for the 443 
deputies arguing over the 
future of a new country and 
eventually the parliament 
moved to Florence and then 
Rome. 

But the history of Italy is still 
there: the Carignano houses 
the Museum of the Risorgi¬ 
mento with mementoes of its 
heroes, including oneof Gari¬ 
baldi'S famous red shirts — so 
famous that in 1862 the illus¬ 
trated London News was ad¬ 
vertising “Ladies' Garibaldi 
jackets". 

Culture and cuisine almost 
alternate around the Piazza 
Carignano. Beside 11 Cambio 
is the 18th-century Teatro 
Carignano, then comes 


HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF TURIN 


■ Getting there: Sean 
Hignett travelled with 
Cresta Holidays (P16I-927 
7000; brochure line 0990 
561814). which offers three 
nights' B&B at the Meridien 
lingotto Hotel from £367, 
based on two people shar¬ 
ing. including Alitalia 
flights from Gatwick and 
transfers. From the Lingotto 
Hotel to the dty centre takes 
15 minutes by tram and costs 
less than SOp. fay taxi ten 
minutes, fare about £450. 

■ Seeing the Turin Shroud: 
The shroud will be on 
display in Turin Cathedral 
from April 18 to June 14. 
Entry is free but tickets, 
whidi are in great demand 
(more than 800,000 have 
been requested already) for 
a specified date and time 
must be obtained in ad- 



The oldest ice cream 
parlour in Turin 


vance. Freephone number in Great Britain 
for tickets and information: 0800 967951 
(Italian and English spoken). For a pre-visit 
briefing and spiritual preparation, the 
Diocese of Turin has a web-site at 
http://sindone.torino.chiesaaittolica.it fin 
Italian, English and Frendi). Related exhi¬ 
bitions indude one devoted to images of die 
Shroud, from 15th-century paintings and 
engravings through the 1898 negative photo¬ 
graph to computer-enhanced images. One 
and two-day tours within the region of 
Piedmont tracing the Shroud’s journey from 


France are also on offer and 
all the city's historic 
churches, whether under 
restoration or not, wLD be 
open to the public The 
Brothers of the Holy 
Shroud have a permanent 
museum at their headquar¬ 
ters, Via S Domenico 28. 
which may be visited at any 
time, entry free. 

■ Sightseeing: Stupinigi 
Palace, open Tues-Sun 9am- 
12pm, 2pm-530pm. Entry 
E350. No 41 bus from G 
Vittorio Emmanude. Early 
mornings are best — you 
have the place to youisdf. 

Palazzo Carignano, open 
Tues-Sat 9am-7pm, Sun 
9anrt-lpm- 

Egyptian Museum (and 
the large collection of paint¬ 
ings above it in the Galleria 
Sabauda) has the same 
opening hours except Sun 9am-2pm. . 

Porta Palazza market, every morning 
Tues-Fri, all day SaL There is also a flea 
market, the Bfilon, mi Saturday mornings 
and a larger one, the Gran Baton, on the 
second Sunday of each month. 

It’s also worth visiting the Museo 
deU’AutomobQe (Corso Unite d’lfalia 40) — 
don’t miss the 1929 Isotta Fraschini coupe de 
vflle which Gloria Swanson in drove in 
Sunset Boulevard. 

■ Farther information: Italian State Tourist 
Board <0171-408 1254). 


‘We had a 
trial run 
with a fake 
Shroud 
and we 
think it 
will work* 


Pepino, the most elegant ice¬ 
cream parlour you Ye ever 
likely to find, and in the next 
block there is the Egyptian 
Museum whose collection is 
second only to that in Cairo 
itself. 

One of several highlights is 
the collection of artefacts from 
the I4O0BC tomb of Architect 
Kha and his wife Merit, 
induding the tools of his 
profession, cosmetics, wigs. 

_ combs, games and 

food — mini-pizzas 
to boot — to help 
while away eter¬ 
nity. 

The nourish¬ 
ment of mind and 
body continues 
across from the 
Cathedral in the 
vasr Piazza della 
Repubblica. which 
is home to an 
equally vast mar¬ 
ket. The array of 
fresh fruits and 
vegetables, all Ital¬ 
ian-grown but cov¬ 
ering every season of the year, 
emphasises the huge advan¬ 
tage of shopping in a country 
whose climate covers every¬ 
thing from North African to 
Alpine. 

We lugged our prosciutto 
and pecorino purchases out of 
the market and indulged in a 
Torinese tradition — a mid- 
moraing aperitif accompanied 
by free stuzzichini, the 
Torinese equivalent of tapas. 
Turin is the home of the 
aperitif: a plaque on the corner 
of Piazza Castello and Via 
Pietro Micca relates: “In this 
house in 1786 Antonio 
Benedetto Carpano created the 
first vermouth." Carpano also 
concocted the delicious but 
pungent aperitif Punt e Mes. 
Where Carpano trod, others 
followed and we sampled die 
whole range in the city's A-list 
caffe, from Martinis in Caffe 
Torino on Piazza San Carlo 
where die tradition of cafe life 
is so well established the 
square is known as "the draw¬ 
ing room of Turin”, to the 


original “Antique Formula 
Carpano" in the equally ele¬ 
gant Baratti e Milano on 
Piazza Castello. 

Torinese creativity is not 
restricted to alcoholic mix¬ 
tures. They daim to have 
invented the refining of choco¬ 
late, and certainly the Caffe 
Bicerin (Piazza della Con- 
sola ta), haunt of Nietzsche, 
Dumas and Puccini, treats it 
in a unique way. Its bicerin — 
“something delirious" in 
Torinese dialect — is a combi¬ 
nation of coffee, cream and 
very thick chocolate that, cus¬ 
tom dictates, despite glueing 
itself to the bottom of the glass, 
should not be stirred. The cafe 
is unusual because traditional¬ 
ly, Turin's cafes were frequent¬ 
ed only by men plotting 
business or revolution. Bicerin 
though was always owned and 
operated by women and, as it 
is directiy apposite Turin's 
most fashionable church. La 


Consolata, ladies hurried to it 
after communion to break 
their fast with the quick buzz 
of the chocolate-coffee 
combination. 

The church, loo, is a strange 
combination. Its interior is 
lined not just with the gilt and 
glitter imposed by the archi¬ 
tects Guarini and Filippo 
Juvarra but by hundreds of ex 
votes, ranging from framed 
silver epaulettes of soldiers 
returned safely from battle to 
“primitive" drawings giving 
thanks for surviving a gamut 
of accidents, from falling off a 
ladder to blowing up the gas 
stove. At present a side chapel 
is dediaited to Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, who is about to be 
beatified, the first step to 
becoming a saint. Frassati was 
editor of La Stampa. the daily 
paper published from Turin. A 
journalist who becomes a 
saint? Surely the apotheosis of 
Torinese creativity. 


Why fork out for travd cover that won’t save th«* 
day? WorldCover-s annual policy has a 24h r Medical 
Helpline to talk to doctors in their own language, 
stdl think you can buy any old travel insurance? 

: WORlDC^l^ 


r-TFAVEL INS® 


The Calcutta ad 













4 

































THE TIMES WEEKEND • SATURDAY APRIL 111998 


travel • 27 




.211 




T&-1 




rhC'^P^” 

^-*0? tf/i 


Castle folly of 

the man who 


would be king 
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William Randolph Hearst the newspaper magnate, art collector and millionaire, in 1934 

W.R. Hearst, the 


inspiration for 



Citizen Kane, 
built a huge 
castle in 
California. 
Peter Fairley 
paid a visit 


H e called it “my 
ranch house". His 
wife called it “your 
dirty little ranch 
house". The State of California 
calls it ‘his castle". The visitor 
might be forgiven for calling it 
‘his folly". 

Whatever anybody calls 
Hearst Castle, the place is as 
charismatic and enigmatic as 
the man who built it — 
William Randolph Hearst 
Snr. newspaper magnate, 
hoarder of art treasures, great 
lover and bon viveur and — in 
turn — pauper and million¬ 
aire. It is his monument and 
this year marks the 40th 
anniversary of the bequest of 
the castle to the American 
nation by the Hearst family. 

Remote and mysterious, 
perched ZOOOft up in the. 
Californian hills and often 
above the doud-line, Hearst 
Castle is somewhere you can 
feel the atmosphere and hear 
the echoes of the pasL It is 
uncanny, almost eerie. 

Bur ro appreciate the castle 
to the full, you need to know 
something of its creator, 
whose personality is stamped 
all over it — as background. I 
read Hearst’s autobiography 
before going. 

Hearst died, aged 88, in 1951. 
Immortalised by Orson Welles 
in the film Citizen Kane, he 
once owned not only a pub¬ 
lishing empire but also 94 
separate businesses, one of the 
world's largest art collections 
and seven castles. 

His parents — who were 
self-made millionaires—origi- 
} nally owned the prospecting 
rights to the land on which 
Hearst Castle is built, which 
commands magnificent views 
of the Pacific on one side, and 
the craggy. Santa Lucia moun¬ 
tains on the other. As a boy. 
Hearst and his friends 
“bagged" the highest part, 
named it Camp Hill and spent 
their holidays in tents there. 

I t was his mother who 
sparked his interest in 
castles (among the seven 
he* bought was Sl 
D onat's in Wales), on an 18- 
month European tour at the 
age of ten. They explored 
many ruins and dallied for 
hours in antique shops and art 
galleries. When they reached 
the Louvre, Hearst (showing 
early signs of his acquisitive 
tendencies) asked his mother 
to buy it for him. 

As he grew richer, the desire 
to possess beautiful objects 
grew stronger. One European 
antique dealer sent him a 
catalogue and asked him to 
mark anything which might 
be of interest. “Send me the 
Iol" Hearst replied, with typi¬ 
cal panache. 

Marble statues. Roman mo¬ 
saics, Renaissance fireplaces, 
French cabinets. Mexican ar¬ 
mour, Persian rugs, portable 
Spanish trunk-escritoires—he 

collected so many that he had 
to keep building rooms to 
display them. Even today, 
there are basement rooms 
stuffed full of objets d'art sun 
in their packing cases. I asked, 
to see some but was told they 
were “no go" areas. 

Work on the dream castie 


HEARST CASTLE FACT FI 


■ Hearst Castle (001805 927 2020) - 240 miles north 

of Los Angeles and 220 miles south of San Francisco — is 
open all year round (8am to 3.20pm). There are four 
different tours, lasting roughly two hours each; adults 
£8.75. children aged 6 to 12. £5. 

■ Tour No. 1 indudes the entertainment rooms in the 
main house; the esplanade, gardens and one of the guest 
cottages. No. 2 shows the upper Doors of the main 
house, including Hearst’s private suite, study, library and 
die kitchen. The third tour shows die suites buQt in 
Hearst”s final years, and indudes a video about the 
Castle’s construction. The fourth tour (April to 
October), shows the gardens, esplanade, guest cottage, 
swimming-pool dressing rooms and wine cellar. 

■ Getting there: Virgin Atlantic (01293 747747) has 
return flights from Heathrow to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco from £544 until June 10. British Airways 
(0345 222111) has flights to San Francisco from £441.10 and 
Los Angeles from £442.90; must be booked three days 

in advance. 

■ Car hire: Holiday Autos (0990 300400) has a week's 
all-inclusive Group A car hire from Los Angeles airport or 
San Frandsco International Airport for £165. 

■ Where to stay: The Cavalier Oceanfront Resort (805 
927 4688). a motel in San Simeon, a small town three 
miles away on the coast, has double rooms from 

£60.60 and family 
rooms (with two double 
beds and room for cots) 
from £65.40. 

■ Reading: Hunt for 
out-of-print copies of 
William Randolph 
Hearst: A New Appraisal 
by John Kennedy 
Winkler (Hastings House, 
New York, 1955k 
William Randolph 
Hearst: A Portrait in 
His Own Words ed. 
Edmond D. Coblentz 
(Simon and Schuster, New 
York. 1952). California 
8 Nevada (Lonely Planet. 
£12.99). 




started in J919, when Hearst 
was 56. He squandered mil¬ 
lions on it, as if to create one 
perfection in an othenvise 
imperfect life. But Miilicent 
his wife, loathed it and with¬ 
drew to New York, leaving the 
way dear for him to irrstaJI his 
mistress — the beautiful Hol¬ 
lywood film star Marion Da¬ 
vies —in what is still called the 
Celestial Suite. 

It has two bedrooms, nei¬ 
ther of which Hearst spent 
much time in. With 94 differ¬ 
ent businesses to run, he 
regarded sleep as ‘a waste of 
time", normally getting by on 
four to five hours a night 

Evidence of his worka¬ 
holism is that the castle and 
grounds are inundated with 
telephones —130 of them — by 
beds, baths, swimming pools, 
behind statues and under 
trees. Every one is an Art Deco 
gem. I picked a handset up by 
a rhododendron bush. To my 
amazement, a gruff voice said: 
“Please put the phone down.” 

W. R. H- was an active jour¬ 
nalist for 66 years, owning 26 
newspapers, 14 magazines, 
five news services. II radio 
stations and one movie com¬ 
pany. Many of his publica¬ 
tions. induding Goo d Ho use¬ 
keeping. still hang from the 
reading racks in his study. His 
fascination for descriptive 
writing extended to tapestnes: 
nearly every room contains a 
needleworked picture-story, 
some measuring 35 ft by 12 ft. 

“To Hearst. tapestnes told 
stories before newsprint" our 
guide Mathilda, a relative of 
one of the old family retainers, 
explained. “He used to cal! 
them ’my _ back numbers 
department’." 

The dream took shape oyer 
27 years under the imagimtive 
direction of Julia Morgan, a 
San Frandsco architect. 
“Hearst would cable ideas to 
her. sometimes three times a 
day," she explained. 

The result is an incongruous 
mixture of Spanish-and ttahan 
scvles- collectively described as 
“Mediterranean Revival" in 
the tourist brochuresi Domi¬ 
nating everything is the four- 



The Neptune pool in the castle Hearst started building in 1919 when he was 56. At Z000 ft, it has views of the Pacific and the Santa Lucia mountains 

WORLD PICTURES 


Hearst Castle's palatial dining room, still set for 40 guests 


storey Casa Grande, looking, 
with its turret ed bell towers, 
like a piece of Disney World, 
with three lavishly furnished 
guesthouses — Casa del Mar. 
Casa del Monte and Casa del 
Sol — clustered around it. 

To these, the luggage of up 
to 40 weekend guests at a lime 
was humped fry a retinue of 
servants: while its owners — 
darlings of the movies, power¬ 
ful men from Washington, 
executives of Hearst publica¬ 
tions, adventurers, explorers, 
relatives and friends — rushed 
off to be greeted by their 
affable hosts. Marion and 
“Pops", as Hearst was affec¬ 
tionately nicknamed. (Today, 
bags and cameras have to be 
left at the bottom of the hill.) 


Ti 


| he visitors’ book 
makes fascinating 
reading. Among 
scores of famous 
name?. 1 spotted Buster 
. Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, Win¬ 
ston Churchill, Bing Crosby, 
Cary Grant. David Niven and 
Walt Disney. 

The house parties were leg¬ 
endary and file relics remain 
on view — spare shorts, shoes 
and tennis rackets, swimming 
costumes, jodhpurs and crops 
— even musical instruments 
for the hill-billy sessions 
which W. R. H. sometimes 




suggested for picnics. Meals 
were taken in the Refectory, 
decked out like a mediaeval 
banqueting hall with ornate 
wood walls, a huge Gothic 
fireplace and colourful silk 
banners overhead. 

The massive oak table, capa¬ 
ble of seating 40, is still set 
with gold-rimmed, willow-pat¬ 
tern china and expensive sil¬ 
ver biit in the middle of all the 
elegance is a line of bottles of 
ketchup. According to 
Mathilda, these — like the 
paper napkins supplied to 
guests — reminded Hearst of 
his early camping days. 

The Assembly Room, where 
the rule was “only one cocktail 
before dinner", has been pre¬ 
served, as has the private 
theatre to which guests were 
taken to see pre-release movies 
or “oldies", many of them 
starring Marion Davies. 

Thames to the pride which 
William Randolph Hearst Jr 
took in his flamboyant father 
and the family lifestyle, you 
can see almost everything as it 
was in those “good old days”. 

If you are fit enough to cope 
with the twisting-turret steps, 
grand staircases and acres of 
floor space — and rich enough 
to go on four different tours — 
the Castle offers a unique 
opportunity to feel a pan of the 
Hearst empire at its height. 


Hearst 
golf 
plans 
hit a 
bunker 


WILLIAM Randolph Hearst 
was one of the most powerful 
men of his time, but his 
successors are struggling to 
match his influence. Tom 
Chesshyre writes. 

The Hearst Corporation — 
which is partly run by Hearst 
family heirs — has had plans 
to build hotels, shops, restau¬ 
rants and a golf course in and 
around San Simeon, the clos¬ 
est town to Hearst Castle, 
rejected by the Californian 
Coastal Commission. 

Environmentalists, who ar¬ 
gued that a resort would ruin 
one of the last unspoilt 
stretches of coastline between 
Los Angeles and San Francis¬ 
co, persuaded the Commis¬ 
sion to block the development 
Limits on the amount of land 
that can be developed for 
housing in the area were also 
put in plaat and measures to 
protect local wildlife (includ¬ 
ing elephant seals, steelhead 
trout and red-legged frogs), os 
well as a block on any 
widening of the two-lane 
main road along the coast 

The Commission will only 
allow a 375-room hotel with¬ 
out a golf course — die 
linchpin to the Hearst dev¬ 
elopment plans in San 
Simeon. 

A spokesman for the Sierra 
Club, an environmental pro¬ 
tection group, said: “We were 
very pleased with the Com¬ 
mission’s decision.” 

The Hearst Corporation is 
considering an appeal. 
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Go straight to the top of the class 



After four seasons, carving skis (shown here) dominate the shops and the slopes, but Britons must make more effort to master them. Overall, this season has been excellent on the slopes of North America but not so great m the Alps 

Our ski correspondent I 


I n the Alps it was at best a 
C season, with snow 
coming too little and too 
late for the kind of deep- 
powder early skiing we so 
erriqyed last season. Off-piste 
sluing gets low marks, though 
there were a few high points — 
mid-January's metre-plus 
downfall, for example. 

Overall, France and Italy 
had significantly better snow 
conditions throughout the sea¬ 
son than Switzerland or Aus¬ 
tria. All-night snow-grooming 
and investment in snow-mak¬ 
ing kept most pistes open in 
the more diligent resorts. But 
by early spring many south- 
feeing exposures were bare 
and runs down to resort 
villages, particularly in Aus¬ 
tria, were thinly covered and 
icy for much of the winter. 

In North America, die El 
Nino phenomenon played out 
as predicted. Conditions there 
were far superior to those in 
the Alps, rating a solid B. 



gives his verdict on the 
best - and worst - of 
the ski season, and 
suggests where we will 
go and how we will be 
skiing next year 


California, where Mammoth 
Mountain measured more 
than 600cm of snow, deserves 
an A Colorado got only half 
the snow it received last year, 
but still deserves a B+. Canada 
had a B- season overall. 

With mountain-top video 
cameras broadcasting un¬ 
doctored images over the 
Internet, snow reporting 
achieved new immediacy. Of 
our two free Internet snow re^ 
porting services. I give the Ski 


Chib of Great Britain [http:// 
wwwjkidubxo. uk) a B- and 
Ski Hotline {http: 
/ (mmskUiotlinexam) a B+. 
The Ski Club gets extra credit 
for its recent statistics on snow 
depths. But Ski Hotline is 
faster, more comprehensive 
and easier to navigate. 

RESORTS 

THERE were more than 100 
new additions to tour operator 



brochures this season (al¬ 
though most of them were 
already familiar to the skiing 
public}. One new face, Ste-Foy, 
and the firm with which it 
made its debut. The Ski Conv 
pany, deserve an A*-. The Ski 
Company (acknowledged as 
leader of the damn-the-ex- 
pense chalet companies pack) 
is shortly merging with 
Meriski, die M6nbel chalet 
specialist, under the umbrella 
of Brown Rode whose owners 
also own the Dick's Tea-Bar 
nightdub chain. 

Just 20 minutes away from 
Val d’lsere. St&Foy is a tiny 
hamlet ideal for families, 
good for day trips to other ski 
areas in the French Tarent- 
aise, and an off-piste powder 
playground suitable for inter¬ 
mediates and experts. The 
Yellowstone Chalet at Ste-Foy 
is the loveliest I have seen 
anywhere in the Alps. 

Full marks to Crystal for its 
bravery in introducing the 
hardcore, off-piste cult resort 
of Alagna into a mainstream 
brochure. But Alagna fails 
miserably in terms of accom¬ 
modation. access to nearby 
Gressoney and the general 
unsuitability of its skung for 
anyone who is not an experi¬ 
enced mountaineer. 

Extra points again to Crys¬ 
tal for launching helicopter 
skiing packages in the former 
Soviet Union. Unfortunately. 
Gudauri — an outpost in the 
Caucasus mountains of Geor¬ 
gia — turned out to be a 
nightmare for a colleague who 
said the electricity was inter¬ 
mittent. as were the helicop¬ 
ters. and the guides took the 
party into an avalanche. 

A solid A goes to Frontier 
Ski, a small firm specialising 
in Canadian action holidays, 
and its new resort, Femie. 
Long neglected, Femie will be 
featured in next season's 
Inghams brochure. Fence's 
success is down to its snow — 
as much as 10 metres deep and 
unusually fight -and fluffy. I 
have put it at the top of my list 
for must-trys next season. 

TOOLS 

SOME students stubbornly 
refuse to adapt to new technol¬ 
ogy. Four seasons on, carving 
skis overwhelmingly domin¬ 
ate the shops and the slopes. 
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All-night snow-making and grooming kept most resorts open in a bad season 


Even specialist telemark and 
deep powder skis now appear 
with the broad tip and narrow 
waist Britons must try harder 
at changing from the old- 
fashioned tail-sliding tech¬ 
nique to carving more precise 
turns. They should find out 
which of the new shapes is 
most suitable and then re¬ 
learn the simple tricks of ski¬ 
ing on the edges. 

OPERATORS 

MAINSTREAM tour opera¬ 
tors succeeded so well with the 
debut of direct charter flights 
to Denver this season that BA 
will start its own scheduled 
Denver service from June 1. 
Charter flights this winter got 
me to Denver hours ahead of 
any scheduled airline (and on 
time for onward connections 
to other American resort 
airports). 

Among mainstream tour 
operators, Thomson deserves 
to go to the head of the class 
for effort alone. It is the only 
firm to offer free packed 
lunches in all resorts, the only 
brochure to include indepen¬ 
dent accommodation and re¬ 
sort appraisals from The 
Good Siding and Snowboard¬ 
ing Guide (Which? Books, 
£15.99) — and from holiday¬ 
makers themselves. 


Verbier deserves bonus 
marks for its successful efforts 
to hold together the unravel¬ 
ling Four Valleys ski pass net¬ 
work. coming up with a pack¬ 
age which gives skiers more 
resorts and more skiing ter¬ 
rain (410km). it also an¬ 
nounced the most eagerly 
awaited new ski lift in the 
Alps, an ejght-person tele- 
cabin e which will cut waiting 
time in the popular Tortin 
sector. This lift should open 
next Christmas. 

The Eurostar ski train ser¬ 
vice from London Waterloo to 
Moutiers and on to Bourg-St- 
Maurice was a hit with many 
skiers. But only 30 per cent of 
all tickets were available to the 
general public, as opposed to 
the tour operators. The train 
also disappoints by rushing 
past more northerly French 
resorts like Chamonix, and is 
useless for southern resorts 
such as Alpe d’Huez and Les 
Deux Alpes. Eurostar says it 
will deride about more seats 
and routes within the next few 
weeks. 

DUNCES 

FRENCH ski teachers go to 
the bottom of the class. The 
ESF (Ecole du Ski Francois) 
this season forced an end to 
tour operators' Free piste-guid¬ 


ing service in several of the 
most popular French resorts. 
The move has created ill- 
feeling among tour operators 
and holidaymakers alike, the 
former haring to pay huge 
sums for French escorts and 
the latter deprived of their 
friendly British group leaders. 

Aspen is awarded the 
dunce's cap for not knowing 
whether it does or does not 
have the highest lift-served 
siding anywhere in North 
America, and maybe even the 
Alps as well. Asked to back up 
its claim that it was the 
highest. Aspen issued a re¬ 
traction. Later it bragged 
about being the highest in 
America but said it was “still 
not sure” about the Alps. 

PREVIEW 

FORECASTERS predict an 
excellent snow season ahead 
as El Nino gives way to a sister 
weather phenomenon. La 
Nina, which promises colder 



fed*! 


Mammoth Mountain, in California, had more than 600cm of snow this winter 


Weekender Plus 

SPRING BREAKS 


Great value weekend breaks 
across Europe and further afield 

245 hotels -169 destinations 
1 March - 30 September 1998 


From only 


available at 13 hotels 



Per room 
per night 


Breakfast 

included 


^ ^ 


CBdcbCoof 


For reservations and further information 

0800 897 121 
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than usual temperatures in 
Europe and powder snowfalls 
in North America. Booking 
now, even before most bro¬ 
chures come out is a good 
idea — especially if you know 
where and when you want to 
go. Some of the best chalet 
accommodation has already 
been reserved for Christmas 
and half-term holidays. 

The bigger brochures have 
already been launched. 
Thomson rewards early book¬ 
ers with £25 off every ski 
holiday purchased before the 
end of April. Crystal adver¬ 
tises savings of up to £200 per 
couple on selected holidays, 
valid to the end of May. First 
Choice is offering Glasgow, 
Newcastle and Birmingham 
departures for the price of 
Gatwick on bookings made 
before April 14. 

High marks go to Crystal 
and Inghams, the only main¬ 
stream operators to offer full 
off-piste and heficopter siding 
cover in their insurance pack¬ 
ages. Thomson does cover off- 
piste but not heficopter skiing. 
Airtours is typical of the other 
operators, saying nothing in 
the brochure about off-piste or 
helicopter skiing cover, merely 
advising customers to ring up 
first if they intend doing.any¬ 
thing “hazardous" on holiday. 

Several operators offer free 
accommodation for children 
during selected weeks. Ing¬ 
hams and Crystal offer free 
insurance for children up to 
18, Thomson for children be¬ 
tween two and 16. First Choice 
is introducing Friday-night 
flights from Gatwick to Lyons, 
with an extra half-day’s skiing 
for those headed to Les Deux 
Alpes, Val d'Isgre and Les 
Menuires at a reduced price 
because of the evening flight. 

Crystal (0181-399 5144); Inghams 
(0181-780 4444): First Choice (0810 
7542754): Thomson (0990 329329): 
Airtours (08701 577775): Frontier 
(0181-776 8709): The Sid Company 
(0171-730 9600 until end April): 
Eurmar (0345303030). 
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A blind sausage-tasting in the kitchen establishes that the variety being served is still the best The writer, second from right gives his opinion 

* It’s all in a (long) day’s work 

T 


* 


[ry to imagine the 
moment when the 
boy who wanted to be 
an engine driver rode 
on rhe footplate, or when the 
kid who yearned to play for 
Arsenal scored the winning 
goal. 

1 had always wondered 
what it would be like to run a 
hotel; what was behind those 
doors marked “private"? What 
goes on in the kitchens? What 
do the chamber staff get up to? 
Would it really Be as manic as 
it is in Fawlty Towers and fly- 
on-the-wali TV documentaries 
like tiie BBC's recent Hotel ? 

So I contacted the five-star 
Lygon Arms at Broadway, 
probably the most beautiful 
village in the heart of the 
Cotswolds. They were game 
and decided to give me a 
(supervised) go at being man¬ 
ager for a day. 

I was being dropped in the 
deep end. The Lygon Arms 
isn’t just any old hotel. It is 
part of the Savoy Group and 
takes between £10,000 and 
£40.000 a day — many of the 
regular guests are celebrities. 

It is also steeped in history; 
it figured in the Civil War and 
includes a staircase down 
which Charles 1 was said to 
have fled — almost every 
floorboard creaks with hist¬ 
ory'. There is said to be a Lygon 
ghost; rumoured to be either 
Charles I with his head tucked 
underneath his arm or Oliver 
Cromwell, who was once a 
guest and has a suite named in 
his honour. 

I was taking the place of 
Kirk Ritchie, the 48-year-old 
managing director and gener¬ 
al manager of the Lygon for 20 
years. A little daunted by my 
total lack of experience. 1 set to 
work, not knowing what to 
expect. 

8.03am: Read the papers to see 
if the stock market is doing 
well — there L«s normally a 
rush of bookings if prices are 
up. There is a race meeting at 
Cheltenham (15 miles away) 
coming up soon, so I make 
sure there is enough wine in 
stock — the most expensive 
bottle in the hotel costs £750. It 
is the manager's duty to 


What makes a great hotel? Determined to discover the trade secrets, 
Michael Freedland becomes manager, for a day, at the Lygon Arms 


AOVSTEAM 



or -:v y- 

The Lygon Arms is set in Cotswold countryside; Michael Freedland selects a new champagne for the hotel 


sample all the hotel fare, but 
unfortunately this does not 
extend to the most costly 
wines. 

9am: The staff meeting. Eight 
executives assemble and we go 
through the bookings. Mr and 
Mrs G are coming tonight, 
important customers. The 
computer says they have paid 
36 visiis and have so far spent 
a total of £14,839.40 at the 
hotel. The screen says that 
Mrs G likes summer pudding 
for dessert. I phone the chef to 
tell him. Another guest’s de¬ 
tails show she wants one 
pillow — on the left-hand side 
of the bed. 

Some problems are dis¬ 
cussed. Jeffrey Mackins, the 
restaurant manager, is con¬ 
cerned about unstarched nap¬ 
kins. The reception manager. 
Sharon Murdoch, says the 
telephones have been playing 
up. “I’ve tried to phone the 
company to tell them to put it 
right, but their line was busy." 
she complains. 


LYGON ARMS FACT FILE 


Michael Freedland was a guest of the Lygon Arms, 
Broadway. Worts WRI2 7DU <01386 852255). Single 
rooms are from £105 a night, doubles from £165, and 
the Charles 1 suite [with four-poster bed) is E375 — 
continental breakfasts included. 

■ The Lygon Anns is offering a specially priced 
package for Times readers who mention this article Two 
nights in a double or twin room is £230 per persoa 
based on two sharing, including a bottle of champagne, 
evening meals and breakfast. Offer runs until May 8 
(excluding the Bank Holiday weekend. May 1-4). 

■ Guests have use of the country dub, although there 
are charges for massages or beauty treatments. There is 
also a floodlit tennis courfand a billiard room. 

■ Broadway is in the heart of the Cotswolds, a half 
hour drive from Oxford, 36 miles away. It nestles between 
the Malvern Hills and the Vale of Evesham and is 90 
miles from London. 
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Discover the sun charmed 
islands of the Mediterranean 

Naples - Kusadasi, 15 days 19 August - 2 September 1998 

This August enjoy some island hopping in the Aegean vrith Swan 
Hellenic. Visit lovdy Capri, explore Odysseus island hjaca, the 
Crusader town of Rhodes and the pretty islands of hyim and Santorini. 
Whilst on the mainland you discover such magnificent sites as the 
Acropolis and Delphi. 

Join us as we explore these <testina rions through our programme 
of tailor-made excursions - which seek out what ot r mv 
miss. Helping bring every destination to life wit 

talks are guest speakers. Min*™, 

Wc travel on board the charming 300 passenger ship 
a floating country house hotel. , 

All-inclusive fares start from only £2,640 per person a 
cover not only flights and accommodation but 

ftir Ivokint’S or o brochure call 

0171 800 2200 



10.07am: The kitchen. It's sau¬ 
sage testing time. Someone 
has complained that the 
breakfast sausages are too 
spicy, so ten varieties have 
been prepared by the hotel's 
butchers for - a blind trial, 
finally, everyone agrees that 
plate ten is the best — succu¬ 
lent, tasty. "That's the one wc 
serve at the moment," says 
Roger Narbett the head chef, 
somewhat self-satisfied. 

Ham: The tasting took longer 
than expected. The hotel has lo 
be looked over. I discover there 
are three walking speeds — 
fast, very fast and hotel man¬ 
ager's pace, which is very fast 
indeed. As w?. rush around, 
however, there is still time to 
rearrange a cushion or two in 
the spacious Russell room, a 
lounge with a wonderful roar¬ 
ing log fire. 

Then on to the country club 
— a vast complex dominated 
by the indoor pool but with 
beauty sajon, massage, steam 
and sauna rooms and health 
club. 1 put some plastic covers 
over my shoes so i can walk to 
the ride of the pool and chat lo 
one of the swimmers. He is a 
local who is a member of the 
club — he tells me how much 
he loves the countryside 
around Broadway. 

II26oxn: Sales meeting. There 
arc still 89 rooms to sell in 


January an d 214 in February. 
James Partridge, the confer¬ 
ence manager, mentions a 
society wedding in June — the 
family has pul the Lygon on 
their list of hotels for guests. 
That's going to be the big 
wedding this year," says Kirk. 
]].4Sam: Check the rooms 
currently being refurbished. A 
couple coming for the Chelten¬ 
ham races always demand 
Room 52. 1 tell the builders it 
must be ready in time. The 
foreman wants approval for 
the colour to be used in the 
bathrooms. “Yellow or blue?" 
he asks. 1 suggest blue, but the 
shade is wrong. He promises 
to produce a sample that 
afternoon. 

1235pm; Another meeting, 
this time to discuss another 
restaurant problem. People 
are booking for Sunday lunch 
and not turning up. Take a 
credit card number, 1 suggest 
We agree on a £10 charge per 
person for those who don’t 
show. 

Jeffrey'tells me that Lord 
and Lady H were in for lunch 
on Saturday. “Still ordering 
egg and chips?" asks Kirk. 
“Not this time, but they always 
want something that is not on 
the menu." is the reply. 

1.14pm: Lunch in front of the 
log fire in the Russell room — 
a plate of healthy smoked 


salmon. While we sit and 
ponder 1 say I find it difficult to 
put out the lights in bedrooms 
and suggest there should be 
one central switch. (By the 
way, the Lygon gets through 
4,000 light-bulbs. 30,000 bars 
of soap. 700 kilos of smoked 
salmon and 140 tons of logs for 
those fireplaces each year.) 
1.47pm: Welcome guests in the 
car-park. One woman has two 
little dogs on a lead. I inform 
her that there are two baskets 
in her room with two bowls at 
the foot of each, one for water, 
one for the best dog food in 
Worcestershire. There is also a 
supply of dog biscuits and 
choc drops. 

2 pm: Inspect the new carpet in 
the staff quarters. I'm told the 
staff like the blue shade. I 
approve it. Beginning to feel 
quite tired. 

235pm: f have to choose the 
skirt materia] for the re¬ 
ceptionists* uniforms (whatev¬ 
er next!). Should it be grey, 
brown or blue? I plump for the 


grey. The French receptionist 
Celine beams. She thinks it 
was a good choice. 

The decorator rejoins us. He 
has found a new blue shade 
for the bathroom paint. That’s 
better, I say. Well go for that 
3pm; A meeting to welcome 
new staff in one of our confer¬ 
ence suites. We tell them—the 
new linen potter, the recep¬ 
tionist, the new driver, the 
kitchen helper on work experi¬ 
ence —to relax and remember 
that they are representatives of 
the Lygon. Always pick up 
litter, open doors for guests, 
who must be addressed by 
name. “When they come up to 
you, the answer is always 
'yes'." says Kirk (who is “shad¬ 
owing" me). 

435pm: I am beginning to 
wilt, so Maggie, my secretary, 
serves me tea (Darjeeling). 
There are still more staff to 
see. more phone calls to make, 
more purchasing orders to 
approve. 

5.15pm Welcome more guests. 
Check Mrs Cs summer pud¬ 
ding is being remembered. 
5.45pm: A chimney is blocked 
in one of the lounges. A new 
lining may be necessary, 
which could be costly. Decide 
to find out whether it would be 
more sensible to have a gas- 
fire installed instead. 

6.15pm: Supplier brings in a 
new sparkling wine. Relorus 
1993 from Cloudy Bay. New 
Zealand. We visit the cellar. It 
is lined with bottles — and jars 
of things such as cranberry 
juice—and is the perfect place 
to try wine. By this time, any¬ 
place is a good place to taste 
wine. I drink a sample and 
give my approval. 

7pm: Another tour of the hotel. 
Curtains need to be dosed 
more neatly. Shocked to dis¬ 
cover lights on in empty 
rooms. 

■ 735pm: Finally off-duty. Have 
dinner with Kirk. I offer him 
his job back and he is 
delighted to accept. I am glad 
he does — 1 was not reduced to 
Basil Fawlty levels of frustra¬ 
tion and despair, but it had 
been an exhausting day. My 
hotel manager dreams , had 
been more than fully satisfied. 


travel • 29 

Anthea Lawson finds the best 
last-minute departures on offer 


PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 



□ FESTIVE Cruises (0990 
758758) is offering readers of 
The Times a discount of £200 
off a 12-night cruise departing 
Cardiff on April 25. Travelling 
via the Sallies to Spain. Portu¬ 
gal and Morocco, the high¬ 
light is a two-day visit to 
Seville during the fiesta. The 
special price of £499 includes 
coach transfer to Cardiff, full 
board, entertainments and 
port taxes. Mention The Times 
when you book to claim your 
discount. 

□ GET SOME fresh spring 
air in your lungs on a Medi¬ 
terranean walking holiday 
with Waymark (01753 516477). 
Places are available on April 
26 at Quatretondeta in Spain, 
where seven days’ walking 
through olive groves. lime¬ 
stone hills and Moorish ruins 
will cost £435 including half¬ 
board. flights and taxes. From 
May 2 you can spend a week 
exploring at Kas in Turkey for 
£575. walking to famous 
archaeological remains 
through mountains and coas¬ 
tal villages. 

□ MOSW1N (0116-271 9922) is 
offering savings of up to £105 
on city breaks in Budapest. 
Until June, a two-night stay at 
the five-star Kempinski Hotel 
costs £399 per person includ¬ 
ing flight from Heathrow and 
haif board. Two nights at the 
four-star K&K Hotel Opera 
will cost £311 per person. 

□ FOR THOSE wishing to 
travel further afield for their 
spring break. Qantas Holi¬ 
days (0990 673464) has re¬ 
duced its seven-night pack¬ 
ages to Bali from £589 to £499 
until April 30. Return flights 
from Heathrow leave five 
days a week: the price also 
indudes transfers, taxes, and 
seven nights at the Puri 
Santrian Hotel. Extra nights 
cost £23. 

□ TRIPS to Singapore are 
half price until April 30 with 
Asean Explorer (01481 823417). 
Three nights’ accommodation 
in a first-class hotel, scheduled 
flights and a city tour are 
reduced from £889 per person 
to £425. Extra nights for E19. 

□ A RELAXING two-night 
break at the-Warpool Court 
Hotel in St Davids on the 
Pembrokeshire coast is avail¬ 
able from Sunvil UK (0181-232 
9788) for £157 per person. 


inducting dinner and foil 
English breakfast 

□ THE ACTIVE can opt for a 
weekend break this spring at 
the Nuffield Priory country 
house hotel in Surrey, which 
has organised special deals 
with the Aqua Sports Country 
Gub next door. Individual 
watersports tuition is avail¬ 
able at concessionary prices 
for hotel guests. A two night 
break costs from £59 per 
person per night. For more 
information call 01737 822066. 

□ AUSTRAVEL (0171-734 
7755) is offering bargains on 
single and return flights to 
Sydney departing from 
London on April 21 and 28. 
One-way with Airtours costs 
only £149; returns are avail¬ 
able until the end of June on 
Japan Airlines for £399. in¬ 
cluding one nights' accommo¬ 
dation in Tokyo. 

□ MEON Villas (01730 
268411} has savings of up to 
E176 on self-catering holidays 
in Corfu departing May 4 and 
II. One week in an apartment 



Visit the famous fiesta in 
Seville on a cruise trip 

or private villa based on four 
sharing costs £199 per person, 
induding return flights from 
Gatwick or Manchester, 
transfers, and maid service. 
On some of the deals, car-hire 
with unlimited mileage is 
included. 

□ LAST-MINUTE Mediter¬ 
ranean cruise bargains are on 
offer from Festival Cruises 
(0171-436 0827). The Bolero 
sails from Italy on April 27 for 
ten nights to destinations in 
Greece and Turkey, costing 
from £585 per person; the 
Flamenco sails on April 30 to 
Turkey, Israel and the Greek 
islands, from £765 per person. 
Prices indude flights from 
Heathrow, foil board, day¬ 
time activities and evening 
entertainments. Port charges 
of around £90 not included. 


FLYING VISITS 


Departures: Monday 13 April to Saturday 18 April, 1998 
Lowest available pubfished Tares for return travel. 




• London - 
- Amsterdam 

from £58 easyJet 
(ex-Luton) 

£199 Transavra 
tex-Gatwtak) 

■ London - 
; Brussels 

from £66 Virgin Express 
(ex-Heath raw/Gatwick) 

£2O0Sabena 
(eK-Hsathrow/Gatw ick/ City) 

• London - 
■ Dnbfln 

£69 BA 
(ex-GatwfcK) 

from £139 BA 
(ex-Gatwick) 

:! London- 
; Glasgow 

from £58 easyJet 
(ex-Luton) . 

£206 BA 

(ax-Heathrow/Gatwick} 

London - 
' Krakow 

£159 BA 
(ex-Gatwick) 

£624 BA 
(ex-Gatwick) 

Edinburgh - 
Monte* 

£99 BA 

£648BA 

Newcastle - 

1 Parts 

£109 BA 

£427 BA 

• London - 
- Phoenix 

£399 BA 
(ex-GatwtcK) 

1X684 BA 
(ex-Gatwick} 

■ London - 
Valencia 

£145 BA 
(m-Gatvrtck) 

£546 BA 
(ex-Gatwick) 


So uthamp ton - £99 BA 
Zurich 

Airline tetephona numbers 
Sebens 0181-7801444 
British Airway* (BA) 0345 222111 
easytat 0990 292929 


£420 BA 


Traraavta 01293 596S50 
Virgo Express 0171-744 0004 


Notes 

* feres shown do not include taxes. 

* Prices shown m left-hand cohimn are iha lowest araUable flexftile fares Prices 
shown tn die right-hand cohimn are the lowest waitable ftexfiHe fans which do not 
require-a Saturday night stay and which, Jn many cares, eflow changs or 
cancellation without penalty.- in afl cases you are advised to check the restrictions. 
If any. when booking. 

* AvaHabitty is not guaranteed. 


LAKE COMO & ADRIATIC CRUISE 

INCLUDING TWO DAYS IN VENICE ON CRUISE 
A week at the 4-star Grand Hotel Menaggio on Lake Como on half board and a week-long cruise from 
Venice around the 1000 islands off the Dalmatian Coast to the Pearl of the Adriatic Dubrovnik 


I his wonderful summertime journey combines the 
beauty u( the Italian Lakes with visits to Verona. 
Venice and a week-long cruise through the thousand 
islands off the Dalmatian Coast. The journey com¬ 
mences with a flight from Heathrow with British 
Midland to Venice and on to Menaggio on the shores 
of Lake Como for the next seven nights at the 4-star 
Grand Hotel Menaggio. Then drive via historic Verona 
to Ve nice where wc board the M\ f Dalmatia for a week- 
longcruise around the spectacular 1185 islands, islets 
and reel's of the Dalmatian coast. This unique combi¬ 
nation of natural beauty is matched only by masterful 
architecture of the magnificent cities and harbours 
along the route from Venice. Pula. Split and Du¬ 
brovnik. On the return to Venice fly to Heathrow. 

THE MV DALMATIA 

Under the management supervision of our associates 
in Switzerland to ensure high standards of service, the 
vessel comes equipped with the latest navigational 
aids, stabilisers, safety certified 'Solas 2000'and was 
refurbished in 1997. displaces5.650 tons, with satel¬ 
lite communications,one siltingrestaurant. two bars. 


14 NIGHTS FROM £795 



fitness centre."laundry, entertainment 
lounge and swimming pool. There are 
142 cabins all with ensuite facilities 
spread over 5 decks and she is folly air- 
conditioned. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

IWHtS^iu^-lKrpcTMininalwinathoielanili-ahinAhrtaic 

May 2,9.16.23.30 - Jun 6.13,20,27 - Jul 4, 11 . ] 8. 
25-Aug 1.8.15.22.29 - Sep5.12,19,26 - Oct 3.10 
Rrai-of-the-Ship: Inside only £795 
Lower Deck Inside 4 bed£S45-Outside 4 bed£925 

Inside 2 bed £175-Outside 2 bed £104 5 
Mam Deck Inside? bed£1085 - Outside2 bed£120U. 
Upper. Promenade and Sun decks on application. 
Single Supplement - plus 40% of the above prices 

liiduAs: inotp'irtaiion. port chares. UK depart urr tan. tutfkoniin 
Lonyj. mil turn! on muse. Not iodmlt* siwe txcu mom, menus 
wnwt lax insurancr. Lips.OiuaiiTtmConffitiowdf Bcwtanji (will. 

•iblrnnTequntl'hallapplyioalliTxrvadom. 

0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square, London NW1 6QG 

Travel PrunHniy UiL ABTAV16GI ATM. ratffl 
Uuri^dio-Jif iijvnMcotbrlt.fnUjN'bnHHfm MtJjiwnJizn&sd&uik 
HaUlwNmlKk* lifcitfm rtvtv.iJonj9.ahmfWhronJ 
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WEEKEND SATURDAY APRIL 111998 


CHECK-IN 




£2 01420-88724 or 0171-287 5S56 


£290 


£2 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 H £2 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


Q 01420-88140 or 0171-287 5535 


12 High Street. Alton. Hants, GU341BN 

52 Regent Street London, W1R 6DX mA LabtaJS 

FAjg 01430-82533 or 0171-287 4522 


aura » mvs 
Wan** tarn to 7pm 
SMSMMtoSpM 

&3r&3SS _ _ 

All fares subject to avallabHityi Restrictions may apply ask for details. 

Mr atoamn lu clila «w ra p sM tuna. I u sally paM tnau ouqr aopls 



IRA/ 


CNFFIOALUT APPOINTED 


CRUISE & 

SAIL ABROAD 


EUROPE 

4 IN A CAR FROM £150 



I Easy, direct 


at prices that Isave extra apendtae 
'money In yoar'podcet. Cell am brodunren. Rtf BtXtSt. 

Scandinavian 
SEAWWS 




EASTERN EUROPE 


10 Day 
Holiday 
wtth Halt 
Board 
7b Zafcopanj In the 
Beautiful Tatra Mountains 


CHECK-IN 


FL1GHTWISI 


Itua OUJUBM BOO I 

Jmauu or nun cor 

I Aiiusn or cjulua mi 

M Lamsaafi at IU1U 

X nun at cmn uni 

E us muui or ctsa 

■ l.n..n or 

■ uincnMwunaiiucifnJ 


WO B yBflBMnWB f NOW j 

101476 560089 


Delta Vacations^ 
I gnitiuuunitinwuiH I 


AMERICA 


DAOTFUCBTS FROM LONDON. 

MAwcm m. m unwcaan. 

BKBTOL. nKKMIHGH. GLASGOW. 
LEEDS BRADFOHD 4 NEWCASTLE 
rom ot b flights a niniTE 
twuttvt wiMiruEM^ou. 

0171 731 3344 

.. -3iL. ru. 0101 *78 7706 

mi iMwinarwipV 


CHECK-IN 


FLIGHT SEARCHERS 


£69 USA £169 
69 Canada 219 
99 Caribbean189| 
99 India 299 
109 SJUria 299 
129 Far East 399 
129 Australia 449 
* tuRumaHTiiHauurvBuiins; 

01920 484C07J 


^ Portugal 
Cyprus 
Is Canaries 
W Greece 


:Turtey 
■ Israel 


BEST BARGAINS 


BankHdOFiVSatfBanNcn 

WMftwM. Hobhra 

EL39 IB U £m F* price M 90000 tatt 

am nan. Mean tot QnaMn 
Sprirv^niiara^Cnnalu. Cypnn - 
ifdiynoHi. unc kjczx, m 



KUALA LUMPUR from £389 


idudt'S 4 nights hotel attotmriodfrtion. 2 pay rnust frovol fogcfhi. 
Veil'd for outbound travel 1 5/04- 1 5.' 06/ 1 092. Cell for detoils. 








FRANCE 


Return prices inducing pro-paid ceport faxas from: 

Perth £449 Bombay £349 Los Angeles 

Melbourne £499 Johannesburg £329 Doha 

Auckland £599 Nairobi £279 Toronto 

Singapore £375 New York £177 Vancouver 

Bangkok £359 Boston £179 Mexico 


£265 

£205 

£197 

£331 

£385 


OPEN OVER EASTER 
Fri, Sun 6 Mon 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-5 pm 


9am-9pm Mon-Fri, 
10am-6pm Sat-Sun 


Price* are fubfcdto 
ON CEHMT CARD 
ABTAF1304, ATDLQ265 


Round The World £739 0870 -75 00 1 36 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


THEM ABE MO AOMnONM. CHARGES 

cm iBuxilsd. The Tbomca Cook Grcwp Lki 


FRANCE 



VFS Holidays Lid. (CT) 

I Cheltenham QL50 3FB \ 
jtttRrd/www vflahole.co. ufcj 



WONDERFULL 

EGYPT 


9 5+HOTEL 9 

o^£279 

5 4* CRUISE o 


£299 


0181-767 3030 

i !'-<»■>/« r,/ ( ; V si 

ABROAD HOLS 1 



0171 834 7722/33 



0171 407 2111 


IBUI HOUNDS UDIF6952 


VILLAS 

With Pools 


SPAIN CORFU 

April & May 


t<:k.*Ud <ate» !c ail drjtlrjsiosj 
SPAIH ,r,friu9 f J3fl h:i 1-1159 
PORTUGAL 79 CJRIBEEJN ’49 
CANARIES 99 S. AFRICA 299 
ISRAEL 119 CANACA ’’9 
GREECE 129 INDIA 299 
CYPRES 149 FAR EAST 319 
SKI FLICIITS_rP_AL'STRALIA ?09 
FLOWDA r.l-tClAEllliTS;' 

<’411 NO'.V TO S*VT UM'l 


frdk fth# to#pp of 4 

7nts ind. fits & car 


1 01992 557749 ; 

■Giml.rv lir.dk: is l; Mrs is v 

I”- 1 " 1 'i )il! 

01992 557849 

■§omethir4§p9ciaV 


Lakes 

& Mountains _ ^ 
of Scandinavian^ 

” chbbt n«t/T« m tern Pto 


,su» Ds*-ur» tMfcSbrrTV«« ? SW 

Noway vesslUtatesorii i 2 55 

asr £ esscs- f s a 


OM 

ESM 

Ob 


fx s ssa-a- "s 

31 Sc^navtaTcit^Breaks from £2391 , 

Call Scandinavian Travd 
Reservations and BrodiurMk ^ 

0171 559 6666 

^sSPSSSSXSS^ wa »j 



- ■& 
£ 


enr BREAKS 



jin* 11 


rf 11 


L*'l 




The widest choice of affordable, 
quality hotels. Three nights 
for two offers at local 
hotels. Plus the convenience 
to travel when and how 
you please. You’ll enjoy 
a more magical Disney 
break with Crestal 


L2-i* 


For your free 
brochure, 

can 0990 561814 

or see yoor travel 

TD2S8 




4* 


AFRICA 


CAM TOWN SIC mam. BotmlfU 
2-8. Hr Baacb 8 


TA1LORMADE 

SAFARIS 

Z1WBA9WE. SOTS WAN A 
NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA, 
TANZANIA & __ 

£. AFRICA. 


Luxurious ramote lodges. 

WaSOng. canoeing, riding and 
wfHCfe safaris with trie VBiy best 
guides. Superb wildtia 
Adventure wtth comfod Call is 
to create yore ideal safari. 
fi£(B1604) 628979 Fan 63387B 
ffiUaBpa mwmqon. nn SB 


4NI4A Li 

EXCLUSIVE ” 


AIRPORT PARKING 


HEATHROW CUE pw day (do 
min May). Fraa puUaa a(tn 14 
tfayi. Hucbare* e6PJO.(Do to 
EO dm} Swan ItnOq ltd 
0181 8188130. 


£ 


BALEARICS 


tana, Majorca, laauuni _ 

tiyakls villa Witt yd i — 
' l 7 din 


200207 CM hr»} 


fttakOpBldin. 
Mniniiiiii iii fiiii 


EVKMX 


nano nuam » reh m 

Vttaat% Malomm. — U ral 
nantiyiUaiuttwtali^— 


iCM—} 


Mrmiirp —un *m» / 
taadnMtaUiiriiiMiatt 
8 Aotalc iboh tta 
7 dlya. Chrit lte- 
an (01903) 
234024 (34lu») A8TA ¥44242 



5? • 




f Choaw Eom handreds of short break 
i holiday opportunities throughout 
( Brifam. All entiles have approved 
grading or acce(ft inspection. Each 
j entry is DlnUra i rd. with dc s c r i p tiona. 
fofl conUtct details and short beak 
terms. Introduaian by 
John Carter. 



For details of a special offer for this 
and aw other guides for modem of 
the Sunday Tunes, write to 
FHG PnbHcathms. ST ORhr, 
FREEPOST SC02623, Friday, 
PA11BR. 


Munihr SmvkyTm 

aAta rrp ijwLg . 


I UNATTACHED 

'•IN MM R2AUG 

• 1st Map Co 4rh May 

• uilrh ocher professional 

• background singles 

• from France. Hoffand. 

• Germany & Belgium 

• Gentlemen early 30’s to early S0 - i 

• Ladles 29 lo 49 

: CASCADE 

m Said GfOOpjirrir UNATTACHED 

• 01495 75 53 09 

• far Or vchmrr 

• Fax 00 44 1495 75 90 40 

• www.CASCADEunaUacbed.coHi 



EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK 
Poriock Harbour 

Quirt comfanablr hold at water ’m 


Exmoor's magnificent 


mar ihe North Devon Border. OU 
• unspoilt rural England - Superb 
food and attentive jrrvtce. 
Recommended by the leading food 
and bold guides. 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
01643 862753 
THEANCHOR 
HOTEL 



CRICKLADE HOTEL 

COTSWOLD MANOR HOUSE 


BeannfnJtysa ia 30 aacs. Fine leimuiai 
& aeeoni. Indoor pool + Health Hate, 

Tennis, Snooker. 

OWN GOLF COURSE 


From £5240 pppn tad 
DJUJ. & ose of bdUties. As above 
(Mfntanun 2 nights) 
SORRY, NO CHILDREN UNDER 14. 
FOR COLOUR BROCHURE 
TEL: 01793 75075L 


(NGL£WOOD 

HEALTH0HYDRO 


SUFFOLK 
HERITAGE COAST 


I 


ose health 

ose life 

ose Inglewood 


Special offers and 
gift vouchers available 
Kintbury Berkshire 
RG179SW 


Tel: 

01488 682022/685112 


Wood Hafl Hotel. Woodbridge 



2Onto! 

fremSSSpypoDBAB 
STCOAL OFFER: 

5wrSw>ratr m nr4.a4ini(—.Ttanj 
Phone far dotafli A oar Coloor 

ETS 8W«W "y- • • — 

_01394 411283 


Springtime at Langdale 


H old 

& Gauntry CM dtnated 
•. ^ . -7 in the boon of the 

Lake District 
> j . **■ ^.*wnooljr£50 
f Psft.. i^pfp.fn. B&B. Luxury 
C- daonunodtuion A FREE 
TiCr jfpSwntry Ctui Memhnsliip. 

• ■ MpauaaaloMiiy olefio. 
(£xriaAng Book A Sdml Hdtdart) 


n LANGDALE 


Freephone 0500 051197 

* deck enTwriahe far antmndim hn 
nriaate ofiac kay: // wwwJaBjddexo j4 



L.ommoao’iE 


Family owned md managed 3 Sar 
hotel set bi the pretty waterside village 
qfinaow in North Devon, overlooking 
the Taw A Tbrridge Ettuarie*. 



0127X ^ 860347 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR - 01837 53053 

MANOR HOUSE S ASHBURY HOTELS. Nr Okehamptorh West DEVON 



1 


r f t 

i t 

a * * % 


* 


MMOEca Ficamgr m term*- poohj, (ia«iis 

MIT—Jwl. Dim r—wrihg TimmIIIm PiUta ABM—iretl 

nMMVii-AL noooffe* Re 

WK^Hmtoim& WisA Ibn Walks - tfL«e 
Lbo &nciaB, S>iM8t, Uva1l«lt, -C»lw- r 



FREE GOLF ON 2 X 18 HOLE LONG COURSES + PAR 3 



END AHE - KH) JlflT -4|lj£l5VJ74; 3 Ms £137? FULL I 
EHD JULY - AUGUST - BILL BOARD and RAi. PBO&RAKi 
3 mtosmnw 5 ffighte egsggss; 7 Htgto £3S5/48G 


Let us help 
you to enjoy a 
fetariqcbiBik 
m duiacter 
xenmmodation 
indnsheof 
entry to 

aimraona/phecs 
of mtctcsL 
Pre-bookahk 
cycling, balkwung, 
bone-ridinfi, golf 
and modi more! 


EXCEPTfONAL SPORT & CRAFT FAMILY PROGRAMME 
SUPERB INDOOR BOWLS, BADMINTON, TENNIS, SQUASH 


0181 
3-17 
-1748 

ASSSOMCtf 
■SMDONS 
01.81 
23 2 
9788 
«wdfeWo<^HitwrihdcJtgiitja^ 


l 


®)****jjfc • StBrelade*JERSEY 



SPRING BREAKS ™ 

FLIGHTS & CAR HIRE 

INCLUDED from 

2nts £209 extra ats £50 pp 

CotoBT brodnm, Reservatioas 

Tel: 01534 44261 


THE BLAJKENEY HOTEL 

AA*r+~k Blakency R*C*** 
Norfolk, NR25 7NE 



Umqw A envied pOHtkn overiooking 
National TnM HariMar. 60 rn-inltc 
beebmon. hid indoor poaL spa badi. mnK. 
gym S bjUunUgameE neons. Relax, walk, 
wt. play prff. explore the Norfolk viUagra. 
enuiyiide & cocul 
**&#»«* A Weekend Breaks 
•Special Midweek nttm fee Senior CEefeotj 
•4,SA7dajhoBda/t 
BROCHURE -Tel 01363 740797 


r Cotszoold Retreat -1 


GOLF 4 
COUNTRY CUI! 

AA**** RAC 
AARosatIO* 

Era** » to treHErtr Commanded 
Sot In bnauflU Hampsftina. nr Now 
atari South 


Foraat, VVIncheater & Southampton 


MAY BANK HOLIDAY 
BREAK-.V WAV? 

£38 B&B or £55 DBAB 
pppot - min Zn« 
Special rates for children 
FREE tickets co a local 

■ attraction for frm&ics 
. ,• l- T . fejctanalviB Lateuro Ctub 
“ t • .IBHotoGoVCounw 


01489 780888 

MMuftanttiannu 



AA 3 Rid Sbr « 3 Rad Roaottoa 
*** RAC Btua RMwo 
^•mnwimnyeiobammatmlkoarttead 
nuafir the Spra* at ear bum*fidfy twaand 
Bd M m h a ea Heme tea one trfikt Corweld 
fount buoy keub. A ikon drier fine At 
fine* nneobirtAtbomm. BU Frindfy 


Atteedor mm, Stanh Cnw 


THE CLOSE HOTEL 
& RESTAURANT 

Long Sma. Tabury. GU<r.. GLS XAQ 

Tel: 01666 502272 

Fax: 01666 504401 


For 


BUTTERFLY HOTELS 
AA/RAC*** ETB 4 Crowns. 

Explore Enchanting East AngUa 
Choose From 
Bray Si Edaatnds 
ForRunlSttfb A 
Cdtebeitear 

For the East cwn and Constable cotmtrj 
EJnc Lynn 

raeevamtdSemdertngbtmt 
P efc ilmuu ^ 

A great cathedral ettf 

E “** Cr Ra<CS rn " B: 

Good Friday to Satarday I8th AoriL 
-nm ei«W: 14SJ» Dbaw, Bed A BmUka 
®**™ ■%*» tasna M u . M A BraUol 
(AH raw m per pane, 
to nlBla. dunag i babroaX 
A'MeUnMnlBmhn 
Telephone 01284 TOSMO. 
BngeLynn Cokfaattr 

Bmy St Edinmd, PMcrt or o ug h .1 


ESCAPE to the Peace & Tranquillity 



Eksuu award 
[House Much IS 
tam 

AA 3 Red Stan & Roseces. 

RAC Bine Ribbon. 

Quiet efficient service 
you thought had disappeared forever. 

ICotswold House Hotel 
Chipping Campden, 

[ Gloucestershire GL55 6AN. 

01386 840330 


SPRING & SUMMER 

At Careys Manor Hotel 

In tbe beautiful New forest 




Erfed. Somerset • (01643) 33029 
A hr a iir i fu l I6ch Century Iqn with 
bg fires, m beude a trickling dream, 
in one of Exmoor'a moat beautiful 
villages. Then are ihys of 
'« on Exmoor nr along the 
—.—i taking wa coon ncarinu 
Eaprri mce foe moors pn Vwrrefaack. 
3 & 5 NIGHT BREAKS 
(with Special Day* Free Offer) 
FREEPHONE 
0800 0561161' 


li/Ae «. ffedt ZlQeaafefii/ 
'til/aac in (A# ~(?otovc/dd 



MtrrlJM 

Eofcythr. 

At: beautiful peri 17* Cnttwry, 
hotel vtuetrd me bra 
aed sample the finest aiiimr prepare! 

Ey cw nwnf-wninj iam. 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 
^ASHBomxE ^onrr irffira. 
toap Shngjna. Gbuo amilu w. CL54 2HS 
Teh 01451 822143 


EXMOOR 
r>5$K 


\\Whitechapel 
Manor 

South Malian. NJJrtau,006SEC 
AA Z Red Stan J RMettes 

Egon Bray Itrtl. Which? Hold Gude | 
KsUrklOhCattaybUmir House. 
fiarfjndrlnfthHqitf to«arf 
gankm.Utdbdhodtdioavkn 


\aMtmpHc.RmitB> 
SPRING BREAKS 


maty, 
amiable, i 

01769 573377 
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NORtHCOTC 

MANOR 


country house- hotel 

Spring Breaks 



A Jaenboa Mwe act la woodladi mi im 
oenyfcd by wonki. Oar mam few 

produce. 


On* »5 tonorr, Dartapar rod 
• RHS Romear (Judea. 


W-■ - RH5 Rpr m neer Oudea. 
BarriacM. Nr UmborMth. Nurtk Oe*M 

01769 560501 



WELSH BORDERS 

_AA— RAC— 

WTB 4 Ctowtb HJ^Wy Comnireded 
Century hotel hi heaudW 

Pcrfoct for Hut relaxing, get away bnak. 

Tek01S73 890307 
Fax :01873 890539 



i _ 

Wf*t Country. Enjoy every 

S*H*fbnbutoimg MhSJfad 
V FOlfKobnming.tenna. 

and many other 
htatl attraction*. 


ltalh in >peing •• 

Romance 
Jy & Xostalgia j 
te from an Age Past 

itaaidd j 


__ MIDWEEK & ffEEEEM) BBBSS 
P aircta wwatPooLCOMnix 

pStyBsli Bdrai Hiw orav l oe hli iiiadoarM 
Cardeni. The Reftannat k renamed 
tor {Md bod and friendly lemte. 

I AnbtritkipmWcataicnwAonfliani 

01590 623551 

PROCBENBIIBST UAMFSBIRE 
AA +*+ RAC * ti'hiie hi 
E ton Reoy IfigWr Commended 


r ; by yoor mu Uaztag Ore. tfam red 
!■ jMaBjqntfatB-pQaetDtelf t 

ii asaa gy b= 

*\ Superb food and wines. Ctarmlnp L5C 
: -l hrmhoose hotel In trauqtdl bttuty spot 
9re Bath. IV: adles ML bulMr bated 
H pool opaug onto as Icnace. Sana & 
t solarim 6 aar sroends trith Ss«ie 
;; U»,9bolepitdiApnasirif&aoqaeL 

l Midneck/Weekeud 

■' fr£5l(fptD8Bi«biv<i 

| ! Baal. (nr birr 

; ssrvrox cr^se.F. 

■I >:b2 27v3T2 916 
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|““Stoy in Luxury eu..—] 


w f N D S O R 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL C03*E 
IN ENGLAND 

Luauiy bote! Ironline ii'iovto beauitfol 
wody bey entirely uirraunded by 
National Tnifl Coon. 

AWARD WINNING CUISINE 
Bcamiful ground level bedroom dl 
Open res onto gardens 
88“WARM INDOOR POOL 
Achildm'sand caianry laverv'Paradiw: 
RAC **■* AA 2 Rawita (W-C«Mlw 
Cead Hotri CaMt, Egaa Ronvy 

SOAR MILL COVE HOTEL 
SAL COMBE. DEVON TO 1 JDS 

_Tel: 01548 561566 J 


★★★★Country House Hotel 

Om the finer Tina Deluxe mama £> pair, 
hoard atuutug food. BmJ mew Lmurt 
Clmk u itk Pool, Col, Tenon ad Boots 

. 



up to and mdading ihe 
Easter weekend - firm £4Spp 
Only 1 0 mms from Legaland and 5 nans 
/h»n Windsor 's nor shopping parade 



George Washington Hotel 


Ckrst to NortlaasMatid Coast 

Cad FSEE no 0800 0182626 


Him! (ir-HCf G'lut.-n 1 due 


Heart of Skrtfpffmt 

Cad FREE M 0500 820816 


IfMfaukkmaanrilBEjaAatua.! 

ndwrkaripfvLom, adkomtv idem. 

Ftmt ^^n ta^Sumh yl^eiitadHtJer 


r?r £25.50 


['LL: 01753 6099S8 


Coliauen 
Manor Sfotel 


DARTMOOR 



Historic 15th C Manor House 

Relax in d tranquil atmosphere 

qf comfort and style. 

3 '/.- acres of glorious grounds 
and magnificent vmhx 
SpaciiBn ensute rooms, 4 poster. 
Fresh home cooked cuisine. 

tegetarian spcdaMes. 

Teh 01837 861622 


THE SUNDAY TnvtEs 

i^ooosI^^^TIMES 

br 4 k in a DKhoW ta ftJS a w «*eod 

readers of The TW prefeT ^^??^. 3 ? 2 ’ 000 


Thnea, repeated May 9th fanieThnes Sand * y 


017X 481 1989 
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TRAVEL TIPS by Jill Crawshaw 


TRAVEL JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 
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Dolphin Wedding days 

ft i AC WH Y NOT tie the knot in a really 

UlavU T CI ICa impressive, not to say over-thwop. 

THERE IS a eood chancenf wino ? nd BeI married in Las Vegas? 

the corrmfon V l r B |n Ho[ld ays (01293 617181)\vill 

striped dolphins S^eTnat^l £Ei h W® 
habitat during the three-night ^‘^P endm B° nth estyleofyour 
Dolphin Watch holidav offGibral- nu fJ2!L TV , a . 

tar that is bein'* "offered hv Among the many extravagant 

“SSJES HhB^.35 

peJtaSn^fST you *531 ^ ais, « a w ^- 

may be able to see schools of upw 

IS? d0lphins perf0rmi,,g i« fctSEflltaE 

The once of tn frrtTY1 and a Drive-in Wedding where 

flighu. B&B hotel accommodation yo Ur crgdiLcard 

wS3’“ nSO,,a A week’s Las Vegasholiday with 
30-foot catamaran. Virgin, which indudes flights to 

— : --—- Los Angeles, car hire and four-star 

room-only hotel accommodation. 

■■ SHOP TILL you drop 
Mi during a short break in 
Hong Kong. Knoni 0)1306 
__ 740500) has three-night breaks in 
• - -Hf/n'. " ^ Mayai hotels within reach of 

JHSif'jj acres of the huge shopping 

. . mails, from E375-E4IS. Make sure 

you also visit: the Jade Market 
f rmr ' near Nathan Road (real jade 

i makes your tongue go numb, 

apparently); Stanley Market, a 
. No 6 bus ride from Hong Kong 
band's waterfront, for leisure 
, wear and shoes; The Lanes for 

factory outlets for originals al 
bargain prices. However, do 

allowance is only £145 — and that 

- break at ThaLzur near Antibes 

Exhilarating sight of bottlenose includes three days of treatments 
dolphins leaping out of the sea (seaweed packs, sea-water mas- 


0r vc ur free 


51 0590 561814 
iCe v &u: travel»«. 
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like Nicolas Cage and Sarah Jessica Parker in Honeymoon in Vegas, you can rock down the aisle with Elvis lookalikes in attendance, organised by Virgin Holidays 






sage) and three nights’ half-board 
hotel accommodation as well as 
flights, fbr £559. 

The Grand Hotel Trieste and 
Victoria in Abano, Italy, special¬ 
ises in treatments using mud 
renowned since ancient times for 
its therapeutic and regenerating 
effects. The price of E645 covers 
flights, three nights' accommoda¬ 
tion with, lull board, medical 
consultation, two sessions of mud 
application and ozone thermal 
bath, plus full body massage. 

If at any time you fix] a sudden 
need to escape, Venice is only 90 
minutes away. 

French larder 

PLUNDER the best market in 
northern France that spills all over 
and around Dieppe’s Grande Rue. 


With its hinterland known as the 
larder of Paris, the Grande Rue is 
a monument to gluttony with 
stalls of Normandy cheeses, the 
pungent local Neufch&tel, Pont 
L'Evgque and Camembert. tripe, 
terrines, andouillettes and. near 
die harbour, marble slabs of crab, 
whelks, cockles, soles and seabass. 

Choose from the 30 ice-creams 
or 17 teas at the Duchesse de Berry 
patisserie, and join the ghosts of 
Oscar Wilde and Impressionist 
painters at the Cafe des Tribunaux 
over a coffee break. There is even a 
Mammouth supermarket in 
Dieppe, but who needs it? 

P&O European Ferry Holidays 
(01992 455049) offers tour nights 
for the price of three from May to 
September. Prices start at £144 per 
person based on two travelling on 
the four-hour Newhaven-Dieppe 


ferry crossing; E126 per person 
based on four in a car. These 
prices indude B&B at the Hotel 
Churchill; add £22 for travel on the 
faster Lynx catamaran, a two-hour 
15-minute crossing. 

It’s so surreal 


HERE IS the 
chance to decide 
whether you love 
him or loathe 
him: more than 
200 works of for¬ 
mer wallpaper 
designer turned surrealist painter 
Magritte (1898-1967) are on view at 
his centenary exhibition in Brus¬ 
sels until June 28. Kirker Holi¬ 
days (0171-231 3333) will organise 
tickets and offer advice on shop¬ 


ping and eating in the Belgian 
capital. Two-night Brussels breaks 
cost from £228-£274 which in¬ 
dudes travel by Eurostar or by air. 
B&B in a four-star hotel, car 
transfer and entrance fees. 

■ PLUNGE into the Red Sea 
off Aqaba in Jordan on a 
mini-divmg safari with Regal 
Holidays (01353 778096). For £499 
during May. yon get flights, five 
nights’hotel B&B and three 
days’ diving (six dives) with the 
Royal Diving Centre. It is 
dangerous to dive on the day 
before you fly. so head off to 
Wadi Rum or Petra instead. 

Time to tee off 

SWING in France on a spring golf 
break with BDH Golf (0181-644 


1225) which has a selection of 
packages in Brittany. These in¬ 
clude Golf de IOdet near Bdnodet 
staying in cottages overlooking the 
course. Prices in early May are £70 
per person fbr each of six people 
for a week’s self-catering, E100 for 
each of four. A five-day golf pass to 
play IOdet and another eight local 
courses costs £84 each. You could 
also stay two nights at the family- 
run Auberge Armor Vilaine near 
the championship course of St 
Laurent B&B and dinner are in¬ 
ducted in the price of £105 per per¬ 
son; a three-day golf pass for play¬ 
ing on nine courses is £50.50; all 
prices include Le Shuttle fare for 
car and passengers. 

• Travel articles in The Times 
since lastjanuaiyareon our Internet 
site. See“MostRecenr links on 
http/fwww.the-times.co.uk 
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Lost City man 
‘finds’ Atlantis 


H istorians may be di¬ 
vided over the site of 
the mythical king¬ 
dom of Atlantis. They may 
even dispute whether it existed 
at all. 

But maverick South African 
businessman Sol Kerzner — 
who built a “Lost City" resort 
near Johannesburg — has no 
doubts — it is just off Paradise 
Island in the Bahamas, and 
conveniently near a great 
swathe of land which he 
happens to own. 

So enamoured is Mr 
Kerzner of Atlantis that he 
recreated it once in 1994. 
complete with three-million- 
gallon aquarium and 13,000 
fish. And now he is doing it 
again, on an even larger scale. 
“Atlantis was just off the coast 
here." he said “The governor- 
general's wife came for tea one 
day and she told me so." 

Wherever Atlantis was — 
Plato described it "plunging 
into the sea" four centuries 
before Christ — its namesake 
has made huge profits for Mr 
Kerznefs company. Sun Inter¬ 
national. Fired by this success, 
he is now building the £280- 
million Royal Towers — in 
reality Atlantis H. across the 
lagoon from Atlantis I. 

The architecture, a cross 
between New York’s Grand 
Central Station and St Paul’s. 



Paradise Island 
is to house a 
“jungle baroque” . 

resort for 
the super-rich, 
says MaiyGold 

could be described as jungle 
baroque. At the heart of it is a 
70ft atrium, decorated with 
enormous gold scallop shells, 
beneath which the ground 
floor will be submerged under 
eight million gallons of water 
to house sharks, barracuda 
and manta rays. 

T here will even be "mins 
of Atlantis", an under¬ 
ground village viewed 
through glass and inhabited 
only by eels and piranhas. 

The most eye-catching fea¬ 
ture. especially for younger 
guests, is outside — a 60ft-high 
replica of a Mayan temple 
with five water slides, includ¬ 
ing the almost-vertical kami¬ 
kaze slide which propels 
swimmers into a dear tunnel 
running through a shark-filled 
lagoon. There will also be 
waterfalls, fountains and a 


seven-acre snorkelling lagoon 
stocked with tropical fish. 

The architect is Jim Bucher, 
an American who worked on 
Canary Wharf in London. 
When asked why the design 
included a Mayan temple he 
said: “The good thing about 
Atlantis is that you can take 
liberties with it" 

His pride and joy is the 
Imperial Suite, suspended be¬ 
tween two towers and de¬ 
signed with royalty and the 
super-rich in murf 

Steve Kaiser, the marine 
adviser, dismissed sugges¬ 
tions that a man-made lagoon 
was not the ideal place for so 
many fish. “Atlantis is a great 
place for them. The sharks 
had six babies last year, that's 
how happy they are.” 

Mr Kerzner says he is not 
trying to compete with Disney. 
“There won’t be any queueing 
here,” he says. But he wont be 
swimming in any of the pools, 
shark-infested or otherwise. “I 
can swim but I don’t." he says. 
“There just isn’t time”. ■ 

• Royal Towers will open on 
December 2Z Book from July 
through British Airways 
Holidays (01293 723161) or Virgin 
Holidays 101293 617181). Eight 
nights at Atlantis with BA 
Holidays, including flights 
and mom-onfy accommodation, 
cost from £809 per person. 



(inclusive of £ 1 " taxes) 

The Lm\e-J Scheduled hire 
from Ur.rtlirov- 


Bookings by 18 April 1998 
and must include a Saturday 
night stay- Fora is subject 
to ovailobility and travel 
periods. For reservations 
telephone W Air Portugal on 
0171-828 0262 or contact 
your travel agent. 
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HrW l. Save up m 
VRPgwA 25% wi* 

Cayman Islands 
arirV®*Privilege Card. 

When you book a WUay 
17 ntflhts or more) 10 the Cay™ 51 
Uands yxu will receive our unique 
Privilege Card. enmlcs *“* 

ro living* of up 2s% « n*ny « 
the ebrvk’ iciflunm®. car hire 
companies ‘ Tcrafnft 

and iiroacm.'^s 

AwiM* 

frrttt Selected Tom OpcraWf* 

ICB 

airtaomwiowwu 

0171-491 7771 
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Rival operators’ battle means more perks for passengers, reports Tom Chesshyre 


High fliers 
up the stakes 

BRITAIN'S “big two" tour operators — Thomson and Airtours 
— are battling to attract customers by offering a greater choice 
of in-flight service as well as loyally schemes. The latest move 
came this week when Thomson, Britain's largest operator, 
announced a new seating system, to be introduced in summer 
1999. all owing passengers to opt for up to 50 per cent more 
legroom on long-haul flights. 

There will be three different classes of seats — “360 
Premium”. “360 Extra" and the standard “360”. The “360 
Premium" seats, which cost £120 more per return flight than 
standard seats, will be wider, with 50 per cent more legroom. 
priority boarding; complimentary drinks and a free travel pack 
(including an inflatable neck pillow, toothbnish and eye mask). 

Thomson recently announced that it will offer holiday 
discounts of ten per cent and free upgrades to initial 
shareholders, who will become members of the Founders’ Club 
when the company is floated on the stock exchange next month. 

Meanwhile, the second biggest operator, Airtours. has 
launched “Airtours Freedom”, a customer-loyalty programme. 
It offers a free discount card that can be used at 25.000 retail and 
holiday outlets, as wefl as a low-cost credit card. 


Cruise 

j A 7 n t Maldives cruise me. afl meals 

THE ISLAND EXPLORER: A delightful, stylish, medium 
class ship, completely 1 renovated in 1996. Restaurant, 

2 bars, 2 lounges, swimming pool.. 

CABINS: 74 airconditioned attractively furnished cabins 
with 2 beds, private shower/wc. Price is based on inside deluxe: 
A or B deck (upgrades available). 

Itinerary: designed to allow visitors a glimpse into the life of 
the ’real’ Maldives: with islands rarely seen by overseas 
visitors, both inhabited and uninhabited. 

14 nts (7 nts cruise FB/7 nts resort RB): from £899 
Depftrtnre date: Price: Departure date: Price: 



More legroom aboard aircraft, .just like the old days, is Thomson's latest offer 


No 1377 


ACROSS 


aii 

m 


DOWN 

I Six feet get to understand 2 Foul-mouthed (7) 

( 6 ) 3 Longdistance walker (5) 

5 Adjust, alter ( 6 ) 4 (See in) imagination (&3) 

8 (Great) size: majority (of) (4) 5 Defensive water (4) 

9 Flood rescue vessd (53) 6 Aloof, far away (7) 

10 Wander off point (7) 7 A raid (5) 

11 Lusty, goat-like god (5) 12 Make sense of (code) (S) 

15 One whose children have 14 Rob. seize (7) 

left home (5-6) 15 Tells: makes connection (7) 

16 A drink; fat (5) 17 Piantspine(5) 

18 Trap (to fall into) (7) 19 Bored, sated CU) 

21 Unemotional type (4,4) 20 Mercy (4) 

22 Fruit; take out (girl) (4) 

23 Vigour (6) 

24 Relaxation, rest (6) 

SOLUTION TO NO 1376 . 

ACROSS: 

7 Affectionate 9 Boudoir- 10 Salvo 11 Rnii 

12 Beholden 15 Svengali 17 Sufi 19 Wheel 21 Voyager 
22 Twist one’s arm 
DOWN: 

I Effusive 2 Aesop 3 Starve 4 Tolstoy 5 Earl 
6 Reconnoitre 8 Aberystwyth 13 Drudgery 14 Agility 
16 Living IS Gypsy 20 Emit 


18 May *98 
25 Mav 
Oljun 
08.13 Jun 
29 Jun 


Departure date: Price: 
06jul £799 

13,20 Jul £829 

10J14Aug £969 

07.21 Sep £969 

05.19 Oci £969 


Non-stop flights on DC-10. Nfosappleoicix far ihe solo traveller 


The price bctodcs Return flights GaiwicV/MaldKra. UKCortdepi taxof 
£20. 7 ni erupt- inct :ill m«ls ami viaiVtMaiisorw, Tranjfcu. fticrsprr 
penm sharing twin cabin. Not jododed: local dept tax: approx 510. 

■A Optional manner: £33 (7 nts); £55 (14 nts). Booking rorefinont ap^ 1 . 

1^^ Tb book, telephone: (open daify mcSai/Sun) J 

9^* 01306 744SOoi 

§■ Fax; 01306 744334 

jHaBTA V25SX 

IIFM ATOL 

TheTravel Coltectioa. fflB 
I^^^E^^Peepdene House, Dorking. Snrey RH5 4AZ *5S 
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Gala d-or 


CShtfOr-Szrtznp 

WxsPasra 

AsetBcansJteaxto 
ncurtvEiiB v 2 ss wS 1 poo® 
poc£, ^arnsess srd hcssb. 

Set 3) £ VBBOj Cf 109015 
aisgcsicsrfi'aadeoedd 
itejcca-KateaSng 
Gaia tfCrsaS e mw»s*» 
Sesriii anS FcnsPeSu 

CtfiaJ^toftsiuSwtouf 

S rr cftc B. 


(01903) 200207 ife 


BROCHURE SERVICE 


ClTALIA's ITALY 


Thmlijmiindernti 





01235 824354 

£1 



TAPESTRY 


El 



fid HtoMr to raff far a 

0181 742 0055 


The Saville Turkish 
Collection £ 



Stay b palaces of nttau. 

Mdse your home in an 
mKfiSCOMERd vifll^O, 

or > villa accessible only by 
boat. Sanbetbe by yonr own 
private awsamiing pool. Soar 

OVCf fitiJiU ffjulyy 

Cappadodi in a hot air 
baDooa Or bMk on the deck 
efidaswal 

leh twH H/ j iij M lj f j y iffi r 

yada. 

SAVILLE ROW 
TOURS & TRAVEL LTD 
03716253001 



0881328 82SS5I or nqnest yrer toodmra 
Ureter ef Tie to fe reafatf TmvtBar. 


AUSTRALIA 

& NEW ZEALAND 

With nrady i decade'i expeoax* operamg Down Undo, Badge the 
Wcrfd (her m» (Mr few Aow»fiaWew Zealand brochure ye. 


AUS j. MAI. L-i 

ji«auwoi«wuwniiOTWiTO tnewaddsiqp 



• Tbe bea deals an 
hmdu. touts, car & 
campervtn hire 
throughout 
Australia. 

• lull oduLliafi by 
Aim Whicker 


RESERVATIONS: QJ71 734 7447 

I BXOCnUREBOIUNEO*nl- 01344816610 

Lbridge the world 

p07) AKWvayfliFi kp wn ATCLxm 


LASKARINA HOLIDAYS 

Choose 60m 10 Icnw 
| blown, quieter, tra d i tim ud 

■ binds wbere (be pace of 

. ■ -— file is Stri p dunged. 


ALOfOSSOS 



j £ TILOS 

|mg % 

1 Snail bolds, Snufias, 


Apntmcais. Vita nl 

SJSSjSHAjt, 

- TiadMonal houses. 

_ T m 
-mint »> 24 boar Brochwe hner 


^ 61629824881 

1 

atol [414 Ann 


CORSICA ® 

Experience the superb beaches, historic 
towns and glorious scenery of the ‘fragrant 
Isle' with award-winning VFB Holidays. 

Choose Grom hand¬ 
picked apartments and 
character hotels located 
In all the loveliest areas 
of the Island. 





\ deJl^liltuKvvay to 

ifrar^e; 


\& 


* c0,I ^Ls Of \ 


icoW®*-' 




m 


rS \ gardens to gastronomy; fron five 
f V nights to nine. 
j^,\ From VFB, rather spedal escorted 
^ \ tons where you tens the car at 
home andjoin a small group of 
BhMnlmfatnponlpfn 

fcewering the teal France. 
|44B\ The voyage of ifiscoray 
starts wfih the VFB Classic 
Interludes Bruch me. 


( 01242 ) 240 310 

VFB Holidays Linn ted. l 


j; r ranee 

I : Exclusive taikmaade 
jhofldays to the best hotels 

f|||§nB • © Top chateaux hotels 

s c Other excellent hotels 
* £ feri)-or Shuttle 
— J ’ with own car 
—^-.t? TMeaq jf Q Fly-drive 
More than an ordinary holiday! 

Unicorn Holidays 

01582 83 4400 



tanmt Ups tay oorrpani Urlkti 
cSbs a rum amg tanss opftrs 
■Bdv- Cauw i**nn Kn nO 
£2B0c Mauve Hattqn tan u% £M£ 
Bnotsd Coach In tarn a* £33* 4 
DV Sea DWi tan 15* ow 
r ta mg^a chW Vnjqfln tarn atty 

fraangrarratop 


03.95. £S3 1313 



from £250 


Hs Myth fxj)/«d«dfjn 

The 92 page ARCTIC Jj 
EXPERIENCE brochure | 
contains all you need for O 
a truly memorable H 

holiday-Travel with the ■ 
specialists. ifl 
Jf ta wh uiiwft n u R 

1737218801* 

w>wxiwJ»bdfaa>war.co.ufc: 9 
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. FRENCH LIFE 

Fej mrtn gtbe whole of 

FRANCE- Yon choose 
. J rbulocawo, mode of 
y travel, ■cco mm o dsd oiv, 
dmtiaa A budget then 
stmply leave the rest to 
ns! 

VILLAS-COTTAGES- 
APARTMENTS 
SHORT BREAKS & 
HOTELS-CAMPING 
SELF DRIVE. 
EUROSTAR. 
FLYORIVE. MR 
Far the Best Of France 
Cd BntdmraUne NOW 
- 0113 2050 280 QwKtat 
Reft ST 15*3 
ATOLABTAVGS8 



iXt 


01772 727 757® 

Kefcd Agates Ibr ATOL Haidars C8257 


Imagine snorkelling 
in tbe beanty of the 
Barrier Reef. 

Or watching tbe 
colours of Ayres 
Rock at sunset 

Hie country you've 
let your mind 
wander to is only a 
day away. Fill in 
lire reader reply 
coupon for your 
free 1998 
Travellers Guide 

The sooner you go, tha longer the memories 


Discover 
the real 
Greece and 


From £252 pp 1 wk 
Discover the real 
Graeca and Turkey with 
Sapphire. ChoosofTOm 

small, owner-run hotata 
and apartments in 
unspoilt locations. 

Freephone 

0800 652 6520 

ItoAmuafttMUeiaut 


LAS VEGAS 


NORTH CAROLINA 





Las Vegas is hoc, 
hot, hot, - and we 
don’t just mean the 
weather. This 
sizzling city in the 
middle of tbe Mojave 
desert has become 
the place to visit in 
tbe United Stales. 


Something to Write 
Home About I 
From the majestic 
Great Smoky and Blue 
Ridge Mountains to 
300 miles of beaches, 
islands,’ and inlets 
along the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
North Carolina is foil 
of natural beanty, and 
scenic wonder. 

Call 0990 333123 

for your free 

Information pack 


Fran tbe lamed 
Route M, 

to tbe historic cowboy 
towns, the Poey 
Express, or Muk 
Twain’s birthplace, 
Missouri offers a 
wealth of aperienen 
waiting lobe 


Explore the Real 


coU01564 794999 
far your Jna 
information pack 


Suggested towing 

_ itineraries, detailed route 

. map, hofiday planning 
£-'> I n fo iuu iSon on tbe gates 
». oT ALABAMA. 
ARKANSAS, FLORIDA 
GEORGIA. 


la 

r 

t LOUISIANA. 

MISSISSIPPI, NORTH 

S ' 

CAROLINA SOUTH 


CAROLINA 

■ uu 

TENNESSEE tad 


VIRGINIA phn much 


. rorat included in ibc dcw 

- ^*4 

.. W» Travel South USA 


Hobfo Bad Travd 


Order your fee copy 


SOUTH WEST 
LINCOLNSHIRE 



Take a break in Soufa West 
LincdnsUre - a trnely 
historic and picturesque part 
of En gla nd Stamford la the 
gateway to the area dm 
beam stately homes, 
gatdms, woodlands, stone 
villages, ancjcnl market 
towns and excellent 
accommodation. 

For a bee colour brochure 

Tel: 01476 590191 

or send te 
Tourisa Srxtkm (ST), 
Freepost (NGMJ6), 
Graathasn, Lines. NC317BR. 



Sunsail Beach 

Club 

Holidays 

1) locations in Greece 
and Turkey, Free 
dinghy railing 
yaditingwindsurfing 
and tennis. Great food 
and accommodation, 
briftant kids' dubs, 
waterskmg plus lots 
more. 

CiB 

(01705) 222 222. 


BRIGHTON AND HOVE 

Oty breaks by the sea. 
Romance, heritage, 
arts and culture. 
S hoppi ng. 400 
restaurants 
and greet nigrtfife. 
For free 

accommodation 
brochure phons:- 

0345573512 

(local Rate) 

And for free brochure 
and details of 
the Brighton Festival 
from May 2-24 

Phone Mil 273 292961 





I Okavango 


Simply the best for tailored holidays to: 

Botswana Namibia and Zi mbab we 

Zambia and Malawi South Africa 

Mozambique Tmimfa and 

Tel: 0181 343 3283 Fax: 0181343 3287 

See our website: http^Amwx»kaTango.coni 
Ifl Gadd Hoose, Arcadia Avenue, ^ 
K Loodcre N3 2T3. ^Z. 


SPRING IN 
ORKNEY 

Visit Orkney this Spring 
and sample the defigbts rf 
■bex TO isbuads at tbdr 
best. 

YoaU find a aide choree 
afncceaanadatkn, 
wonderful Food and m 
ab andan c a of wMBfc In 
some of tbe man 
bca n d flil ba dwapes in 
Europe. 

Above oil you'll find a 
warm Orcadian welcome. 
Call 01S56 S728S6 Ibr a 
copy of ear 1998 


1.UXZT3Y HOLfCAKS 

EUROPE 

Our 146 page coDecdoa of die 
very best horary resorts and 
nwnntic hi de a way bonds is Italy, 
Spain, France, Portugal, Cyprus, 
Crete, Morocco and Ireland with 
16 pages of dty breaks bdwEog 
Vienna and Prague- 

01244 S97 777 

ABTA VI712 CTOt 2SSS /l9t 



Portugal 

'-'ifLh AteZicrca 

Exclusive tallonnade 




5 Paradores & Pousadas 

|; o Oihererallent hotels 
. ... 1 '3 Fly-drweialsodiauffeur- 

-- - driver) oi ferry with 

-- own car 

More than an ordinary holiday! 

Uascor: HcMcays @ 

01582 83 4400 

ana. mi »bt» vif. *nT> 


CITIES 

. _ \ Choose the short break 

you deserve from onr 
fabulous new collection 
of over 70 of the world’s 
most exciting dries. 

c *01235 824324® 

or see yew toed Jr-n j -tie or crrxpltZ! rszim' rtfff pcmL 


Birmingham 
The Centre of Attraction. 




Wheiher visiting the 
National Sen Life Centre, 
discovering the histDry of 
chocolKeaiCatfirnry 
K World or treating 
yourself id the latest 
fasinona at the Clothes 
Show, there's something 
.;*j for everyone In 

‘ c ' Birmin gham. 

For yotrr copy of 
Birmingham 

.Vjj Short Breaks 1998 
cati 

01703665041 


❖ 

FORTE 



irm 


raJC 

■Jl 5 VHir 

BEST. 


to great value to the very hwrt of 
the capital-from OS 

sesrwusf - Under TSs ■Stay A Eat Pra^ 

when sharing w«hl or 2 adUa 

riOBSSSS -ItaiSltonaf cumxndings 
blended with impeccable 
standards of service 

FDrifbnttitasc tatotmtea 

CALL 0345 700 350 



Are you going to Her next 
winter^ best deals slip 
through your fingers? 
Book now and save up 


i *01235 824324 *. 

cr su year load sxd egret or axaplett naJen' narr ecad. 





Villas with a pool Lusury ApOrLncats 
Country Clubs 0 

Alpnf • C<Kb Pri Sol • Teotrilf . SarahCjinhca. Flor^U 

Leutarc Estates hdematimuil 


If. 433500^1 


HOLIDAYS 
fn-the Natural Worfd 




iriTiieViy:..- 

01737218801 

• roj-rtir. ca a l 

' .si:. :.!-$&.£■ 



't\ 



U> ill /vs I *. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 
01714811989 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX; 0171782 7824 


WEEKEND SATURDAY APRIL 111998 

TRAVEL 


~.'SCCV< 

•he "S5i 
Greece and 
7-'key 


{ \>HIR 



FOR THE 

LOWEST 

FARES 


h 


DOVER 

TO CALAIS 


SEAFRANCE 




Super Sites 

Mobile Homes 
•Top Coastal Sitw 
•W.CoBSlSiW 

•Lo* Prices 

PHONE FREE F0H 
BROCHURE ON 

0500404140 

Omw SS9B-T 
*BTa vwi atol 


Villas & 

1 . Cottages i 

« —^-FHEEen route brtat 
. Coast & country 
-Kany ulthpo* 
BROCWM- FREEPROW 

0500 503130 
ba 4 Qhbwb rne-i 
LfrO VJ4MATOL 


SAVEMONEV 


SIMPLY 

'nscanv 

'\ ill n iii 


TnxStionet country r3tn- 
apamem irttfW* dummtg 

uamatkaubaadjkiibk 

JtyJrivehoSdaj*. 

•Grand Touting’ and ftaZMR 
hoBdays pha short break* to 
Florence, Venice tuid Rome. 

0181 995 9323 


To «wl out how you can join an ( 
Earthwatch team provid ing fands 
and assistance on over 130 
environmental and cultural 
pr o je c ts world-wide, get the 
Earthwatch Institute Expedition' 
Guide. CaU 01845 311 M0 with 
your credt card or send a 
cheque Cm- £3 JO, made payable, 
to Earthwatch, to 
EARTHWATCH FREffOST 
Of 1ST, OXFORD 0X2 OBR 

4 - Earthwatch 

* INSTITUTE 


ENGLAND‘IRELAND * 
SC0TUND • WALES ? } 

Get our FREE TE-page ti 
brochure from your Jntset * 
travel -gent, uiOO.'i. 

!■; >'=•■< f !0TIL\ or... $ 




THE SUNDAY TIMES 

TIlE^teTIMES 

Brochures Service 

To receive up 10 six of the brochures on page 32 please indicate’ the code number of your choice in 

the boxes below. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ...»..-—— 

Address:...... 


.-Postcode: 


Please return to: 

Times Brochures Service: P.O. Boa 1 Tsdcaster N. Yorkshire LS24 9XY 
or fax your request on: 01937 530 369 

. By May 11th 1998 

Please lick this box if you do not wish To receive timber information and offers from Times Newspapers Ltd. 

or selected companies approved by us. HD 




3 K« 3 to a- 5 % g-g'^ 3 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL-0171680 6868 
FAX: 0173 4819313 



.umiunuuw 


TO RESPOND TQ AN ADVgimSER.... 

...BY VOICE iVi.43L When responding to n All advertisements in Rendezvous have the ® symbol, 
advertiser call 0897 505 563 (calls cost £140 per indicating that the advertiser has the facility for yoo to 
minute) and then follow the simple yoke instructions. leave him/ber a voice message. 


...BY if GST 


AflpostriitpBesriionidbeadifressedtoB«cPto.JllctoIl«c 1 IfettS,P^)*Boa35S3, V&siiiiaStrtet,LoBdonEl 96A- ! 


LADIES 


oaooTti M3. 


GENTLEMEN 



SS3T£r^ 


















LADIES 
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SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 





- ■ , ■ .1 ill-'4 i'll 
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■ '" t l 'L*'. 'f V' 




' j: iLj 
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SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


★ DOC’Ot'S • ^.O'TLCTS * SANXfcRfc - ACCOJNTANTS ★ ; 

I drawing down the moon s 

1 THE ORIGINAL PERSONAL INTRODUCTION AGENCY | 

Probably the best ~ 
agency in the world ? 

0171-937 6263 1 

Hi sd Offne r 

Arjjsn Eve Mews. Kc-ns;r,gtcn 5 
Cfry Office. Connor, Street > 

!•'. no.rs Member AB<A. 6 s*. 1S3A i 



s« 



★ M E £ 


COM'.'\Y DiPEC’GKS • LAWYER:. - rfi * 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


smssaja 


P«lm*n UfotrW, 

dng» !■ Bon 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 



SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


ms 


For So^a Mm And Wanton 

Saturday 25th April 

Hgid of a lap (flAn Mgbixt 
l)Woaj«agK»-45, 
(OmcfiR ml Hocnm-wo 
dnJdhtml 

Circles 

Tab 01 »1 4269168 





SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 



** EXECUTIVE cu 

BRIGHTON 

Marina 

For Introductions m Sussex 


01273 818100 


London SWt 


VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


Jhe exclusive introduction agency for 
people cf quaUty and integrity 


The Old Brewery, Bvaford, 
Oxfordshire QX18 4SG 


Telephone 
01993 824500 


LONDON AND NATIONWIDE 



_ Sara &den 

’ <:;ilining si/av.vt mid... 

( <n i> '"V iv'aHoit'iilijX 

• • : :? .t r ; •: 

.•.•vc: 'v‘i 

v. 01753 830330 -.. 0171499 9626 



SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 


Una''f ■ ;v llnniu"< Vnv.' - it i/ufsor - >/ • //’A' 



4SSIGN4I70N3 

Lesley Buduonjeswop 

(BRuhrinmlBaJhia} 
Httncn amikwi id 
■ffcdOBUl sHHt Iwd ID 

—ilar itwiU ii 

LONDON AND 
M4 CORRIDOR 
- 01225482905 • 



Perianal k-itrodudiore vid Enchanted Evenings 

K ; ilfil 

Rf* * • 1] 

II 

for anraaweprofeaaiund people. 

1 

PIbh« qI Qmt|| Brown 



uira 01713515535 


1 ■— 

HHBBH 


EXECUTIVE CLUB 

for quality 


• Renoul I mmJuu iom 4 Dower Panics 


0181 203 4661 



mml 

0171 499 8833 


• Personal introductions fnftsumaltmilieUL 


• Social averts 



. -P&: ■ ■ 


. ev. .» • 


IHI % J&.C7.? Quto ■ I mp l y. Wa baeauae raawtoa t< to C m ciit fw dub at 31 J a w rt law a aw untotol 

cboics of Null qwfcy an to a. Wa guantn you to c fa oto tram XT LEAST 26 matctiod ACTIVE raamban In Sunn aaonta or 
REFUND YOUR Fffi. (Dtora any ato to extend your tumbnUalp period am ft you Inn arty had one drte ta a yw). Van me ■ 
manto fcr to. Ry ua lor ab weeks and If YOU don*l ngran urn an to Onaal aanrioa tore la, toll refend yow to lomtfe any etor 
dattng aerate* In to world - auch la to quaky ol our eerataq; and ■ wide choice o( Mgh qualty aacM monte onefa month. 


Brighton, Brintoi, Exeter; London - Pan ton, Edgmro and throughout to UK. 


— ,T- ,J r ^ ■••• 


Ta- -V 



A TRUE STORY 


- i.r■ „ 

IPHSatary 




'Ml 

: : :.-r V :• 



My name is Richard Alim Jenkins. Back in 19851 could not find an 
introduction service that I would join. They were small and rather ‘down market’. So 
I set about creating the finest introduction service there has ever been. I built in all 

*e features I was looking fa- as a customer. Straight answers to my questions, 
membership restricted to people you could be proud of, a minimum service 
guarantee, a wide choice of top quality people, and a refund guarantee so there was a 
way out if the service failed to meet my expectations. 

The Executive Gab was bora. Since 1985 h has moved the boundaries of 
introduction services from the ‘sad and lonely’ to a superb way successful people 
meet each other. Top people always were introduced to each other. Changes m social structure and higher 
lifestyle expectations mean that you need a wider choice of people from which to choose your soultpaie. The 
Executive Club of St James's is the best way I know of meeting quality people and has no equal. Providing you 
can reach our screening standards we can offer you a superb choice of unattached people. We can sit you down to 
dinner with attractive, intelligent, successful people. We can’t of course make them like yoo, for that you will 
need social skills and personality. We are not for casual relationships. A prerequisite for membership is that you 
most be looking for someone special. 

Our members range from well spoken secretaries to international business people. We have 16 levels of 
memberships from £40 to £7,500 (one day’s pay for some of our members). 

If you would like to know more about the finest introduction service money can buy, please call and talk to 
myself or one of my 25 dedicated staff. 



Dateline 

“The UJL’s largest 
agency-.” 

TnixDtRMnr 
Fo* lice detail! in abaotme 
confidence: Dept N. Pat el P K . 

25 Abingdon Rd. London Wl SAL 


01869 324 100 


MUSIC LOVERS 

Classical ^ Partners 


E.C 


07000 499 8833 930am to 930pm 




dovetail 


• adventure, fun 
and romance 

• genuinely personal 
introductions 

• quality professional 
business members 

offices in 

London. Surrey. Sussex 
Avon/Sornerset 


0171 483 3377 



ALL BOX 


SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO: 
Box N o, 
c/o THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
LTD 

P.OROX 3553 
VIRGINIA ST 


WCIMJCISE'JHI 






To Place an Ad... 
by Phone by post, fax or email 

• Post please attach yonr wording to the coupon adjacent, 

/id /lilBlil Advertise tor only £&23 per Gac and a single box charge of 

7 A £L1 J5, (box number b open-28 days) 

All advertisers w£Q now receive postal repBes aad voice mail response fadlity at no extra charge. 

TO RESPOND TO AN 

.. byVoicbMail byPost 

Wben respowfing to an advertiser Afl postal replies should be addressed to Box 

caH 0897 5K 563 (calls cost £1 DO per miniae at all c/o The limes. P.O. Bmt 35SL Vir gmfai Sn 
rimes) and. tboi foDow the simple voice instructions. London El'9GA. 


NAME: 

ADDRESS 


fOSTCOOE: 


DEZVottp 


by Post 

All postal replies sboold be addressed to Box No._ 

do The Times, ML Box 3553, Virginia Street, 
London El 9GA. 


C^NO: ~ AMexq 

'^“WpATE: 

SICNatubi;- 


ACCESBQ 


VISA □ 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































the TIMES WEEKEND • SATURDAY APRIL 11199S 


games • 35 



SPits 
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No 3457: Locating Omissions by Adam 


BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


n I?is 1 4 5 


■ |t1b 


hTl ha 


123 I |24 |2S 


FI (3T |32“ 


NAME.- 

ADDRESS-, 


USTENER CROSSWORD No 3457 
in association with Waterstone's 


WATERSTONFS 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstones book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up will each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 




’(ffHorst NICHOLAS 


ispcrcr 


Wmerstonrt Erst opened a bookshop in 1982. an <1 mnv has a branch in almost every 
major Town and city in the UK and Ireland. Each of its 100 -odd branches has at l«« 
50000 titles in stock and can order any book curremly in prim in the UK. Outaf-Prinr 
Boofcsearch. 01892 52Z700. Mailing Service and Signed First Editions. 01225 448596. For 
your nearest branch of Waterstones caQ 01225448595. 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 


IN THE search for weapons 
against main line defences, grand¬ 
masters are constantly on the 
lookout for systems which have 
been neglected or forgotten but 
which may still be able to throw 
the unwary or ill-informed oppo¬ 
nent. My System, the 1920s bible of 
chess strategy by Aron Nimzo- 
wilsch, is a handbook on Nimzo- 
witschls favourite 3 e5 against the 
French Defence, known as the 
Advance Variation. When success¬ 
ful (he Advance Variation may 
exerta fatally cramping influence 
^.on Black's prospects. 

White: John Nome Blade 

Eckhard Sdimittdid 
Dortmund 1991 
Freodi Defence 

I 64 e6 2 d4 <15 

3 e5 C5 4 c3 NC6 

5 Nf3 Qb6 G Be2 cxd4 

7 cxd4 Nh6 8 NC3 NS 

9 Na4 

White uses tactics to defend his d- 
pawn. The alternative 9 Kfl also 
seems to defend d4. as 9... Ncxd4 
can be met by JO Na4 Qb4 ]J Bd2 
Qe7 12 Bg5. However, the simple 9 
... Bd7 10 Na4 QdS 11 Bf4 Be7 is 
fine for Black, as in Mohring v 
Uhlmann. East Germany 1982. 

9 ... Qa5+ 10 Bd2 Bb4 

II Bc3 b5 


24 g4 
26 h5 
28 05 
30 Rc7 
32 Rc8 


Ne7 25 h4 
Qd8 27 Qcl 

Kh7 29 014 
Qd8 31 Qcl. 
Rxc8 33 Rxc8 




abcdefgh 

The game Nimzowitsch v Spiel- 
mann. Stockholm 1920. continued 
instead with the passive 11 .-- 007 
12a3 Bxc3+ 15 Nxc3 h5 1400 RacS 
15 Qd2 QdS when White had a se¬ 
cure grip on the position and went 
on to win after a lengthy endgame. 
The crucial variation as given by 
Nimaowitsch is 11 
Nxc3 Qb613 Bb5 00 14 Bxc6 QXD2 
15 Na4 Qb4+16 Qd2 Qxd2+17 kxd2 
bxc6 18 Nc5. Black has an extra 


abcdefgh 

Black now underestimates the dan¬ 
ger: he could have kept White at 
bay with 33 .. - Qb6 34 Rf8 Qa6. 

33 ... QaS? 

This is fatally slow. 

34 Qc6i Qa1+ 

It is too late to save the game, as 34 
RxD 35 Rh8+! KxhS 36 Qe8+ 
Kh7 57 g6+ fxg6 38 hxg6 is mate. 

35 Kg2 Nh4+ 36 Nxh4 
Black resigns 

9The abort game is from The French 
Advance by grandmaster Tony Rosten 
in the series of CAess OpMU* 
Guides (Cadogan Books. £14.991 


WINNING MOVE 


by Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is from 
the game Sveshrtikov — Sermek. 
Nova Gorica 1998. Two pawns 



tarSa. 


down. White’s cause appears hope- 
fL However, he saved himself 

with a neat trick. Can you stt it? 

The first correct answer drawn 
on Thursday will win a years 
subscription to the Staunton soci¬ 
ety Answers on a postcard please 
addressed w Winning Move com- 

Street, London El 9XN. 

TCe answer will be published 

next Saturday. 

Solution to last week's competition: 

. Mr A Raton, of 


EACH due defines a word from which two, three, four or five consecutive letters haw been 
removed to form the light 

identifiesVe location of tta f g ^ lenersumof * e ““P* b * 36if 

Definitions in the clues refer to the full, unmutilated answers; subsidiary indications refer 
to the mutilated form to be entered in the grid. 

■ *** for two-letter excerpts, men three, then four, then five-letter ones, in 

order of the letter sum within each group. 

All the answers are supported by Chambers 93, which gives one due word, hyphenated in 
earlier editions, as two words. 


THE DECLARER'S task on this 
hand looks hopeless. Bu: he saw a 
line easy to miss at double-dummy. 

Dealer West Love an IMPs 


Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3457,63 Green Lane. St Albans, Hertfordshire 
AU 6HE. by Thursday. April 23. 


CLUES 

Home county has no okl city—that's 
alarming 

Charcoal perhaps, that takes in gas (nitrogen?) 
in ice 

Grandchild hides in old tree trunk, plastered 
Drink slit in anger 

One living abroad holding Kay's father 
coughed 

Letter brought up — again — about jam machines in 
dairy 

Nick has to kill in game reserve 
Thrash the return of dialling tone 
Puntpole’s fit for use 
Poet's heartless but a reveller 
Enclose a lumen in a fish 
Partners found a like throw 0 /mo 
dice 

Consciousness without ayorker 
Shellfish's denial in Tagalog language 
What is past in a net is a fish—a 
CaUionymus 


Jock's asking to confess about gym 
Puts forward concert books 
Cornish middleman's about round about 
T-secdon like a triptych 

An apparatus for drying things one has about right 
gallons 

Paddy's darling — one that’s tender 
Map makers in aged sandstone rich in feldspar 
Something delightful — a farm in Provence — they 
protect against poisons 

More than one connection that’s found in a tree 
Friends with amateur fighter 
Study insects to ogle one maiden perhaps 
Give details about bread under pressure rashly 
Once elusive society has crude rubber 
Mongoose? Not even sheep! 

An experience of space upsets senses with gravity 
Desire to own portable organs getting tax for it 
Deconues a cake for water regulators 
Voters take to heart an deetrical instrument 
Performers of singsong are enthusiastic about... 

... An old tragic poet's that trill do to slate 
Devices fitted to satellites may create terror with cost 
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Solution and Notes for No. 3454 

Mixed Pairs by Ploutos 

f2UH0HlinEE0nHE 

iSIffDEIEEiSBBBEnB 

BEDEnBEEEBBBD 

m ounminto p - outpoint * nam & mutton - piano - 
i mpedimeni a - meantime - dip & pieman * timed 
x anthochro i ■ anorthic ♦ hox & thorax * chino 
e rtoenaine r ■ internee * rat & rennet ♦ tetri 

BBBBBBBaEEEBE 
BBlIBBBEEiSHSBB 
ESHBBSBBBEnEEE 
0BBEE SBEBBflBB 
BidiSEiSflBBBflEflE 

The winners are C.M.V. and B.M. Shadbolt, 
of Rusper, West Sussex. 

The runners up are SJ. Best, of Nottingham: 
Steve Osborn, of Dover. Kent; Roy Dean, of 
Bromley, Kent: Paul Chapman, of Golches- 

BflUBEE S3BBE BEE 
EBEBHBBQBBBBB 
HHBHHHnEnEEGii 

ter, Essex; Roy Abrey, of Epsom, Surrey. 

• For 1997crossword statistics and personal 
records send a J10mmx22Omm SAE to 
’ J£. Green, c/o 63 Green Lane, St Albans. 

B ilEEC BBBBBBEE 

Herts AL3 SHE. Please keep separate from 
puzzle entries. 


*4 

v J1084 


♦AJ9S63 
*K5 
* A76 
*K 8 

W N E S 

Pass Pass 3D 35 

Pass 4 S All Pass 

Contract: Four Spades by South 
Lead; ten ot diamonds 

After the diamond lead it looks al¬ 
though the declarer has only nine 
tricks — the only way to generate 
an extra trick by force is to find East 
with Ax or A alone in one of the 
rounded suits, and in that case he 
will have an entry 10 cash his 
diamonds. So what is to be done? 

The Swedish international 
Frederic Wring sported the possi¬ 
bilities of an end-play. He could see 
from the bidding that ihe diamonds 
were 6-1. and he had to hope West 
had the missing aces. He won the 
first diamond, drew trumps with 
king and ace and played the eight of 
clubs towards the queen. It would 
not help West to play the ace. so he 
ducked. Declarer played the queen 


WORD ANSWERS 


Answers from page 36 

ANTWERP SMERLE 

(a) A pigeon developed in the UK by 
crossing a Belgian breed with a TurbiL 
in order 10 achieve a changed head. It is 
moderate in size, hard in flesh, and tight 
and smooth in feather. 

VACREATION 

(b) A treatment for removing pong from 
cream, developed in New Zealand. 
Cream is heated to 200°F by steam. The 
smells are removed with water vapour 
by distillation under vacuum. 

FLEAM 

(a) A medieval lancet for drawing blood. 
It was straight, with a downward 
projecting, small sharp, fixed blade. The 
blade was pressed over a distended vein 


and continued with another dub. 
West took the ace and played a 
third club. When East showed out 
declarer discarded a diamond, 
leaving West with two losing 
options—to lead a heart away from 
the ace to give dedarer two tricks in 
thai suit, or to play a further club 
and concede a ruff and discard. 

Say East had had more than two 
clubs then West might have been 
able to lead a low dub on the third 
round, allowing East to hold the 
trick (though if West had for 
example AJ1098 that would not be 
possible). But then dedarer would 
ruff, and play hearts as he did 
dubs. Only if the defence were also 
able to let East win the third round 
in that suit would he have been 
defeated. 

Notice that playing away from 
the king of dubs is better than 
playing the king first — it makes it 
more difficult for West to unblock 
from say AJ107. and it ensures East 
has to play after West to the third 
round of the suit. Thus declarer can 
see which defender is holding the 
trick before deriding whether to 
niff and try the same manoeuvre in 
hearts. 

■ From next week I will be 
running a series of lessons for 
beginners in die Friday column in 
Sport. I will be starting from 
scratch, but after a few weeks I 
hope that the reminders of the basic 
principles will be of interest to 
regular readers. And please point 
out to anyone keen to leant bridge 
that The Times on Fridays will be a 
must for the next few months. 


and given a sharp tap with a hardwood 
matin. 

FORI ANA 

(a) An old Italian dance in 6/8 time. The 
form has been used by classical compos¬ 
ers. for instance J. S. Bachs Overture 
tsuiteI in C for orchestra. Also Ravel's 
Tombeau de Couptrin. 


TWO BRAINS 


Answers Grom page 36 
Question 1: 

Kennedy. Jefferson, Washington and 
Ginton were or are all Presidents of the 
United States. Franklin is the exception.- 

Question 2: 

4. if two consecutive numbers in the first 
row are added and the result halved, i.e. 
(35 * 371/2 - 36. Thus (5 *3)12 - 4 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


byTimWapshott 



pawn but White's grip on the dark 
squares counters this. 

12 a3 BXC3+13 Nxc3 . b4 . 

14 axb4 Qxb4 

Black has managed to open up the 
queenside should White wish to 
attack on the kingside. 

15 BbS Bd7 16 Bxc6 
Relieving the pressure on d4. 

16 ... Bxc6 17 Qd2 Bb5 
Black intends to exchange his 
bishop so White’s space advantage 
does not count for too much. But 
this move loses valuable time. 
Instead 17 ... 0-0 18 OO Rfb8 19 
Rabl leads to a fairly level position. 

18 NxbS Qxb5 19 Ra5 Qb6 

19 ... Qc4 20 Qc3 offers White 
• better prospects in the endgame- 

20 0-0 04) 21 Rcl Rab8 

22 Rc2 h6 23 Rac5 Rb7 

White cannot expect to make too 
many inroads on die queenside. so 
he must turn to the kingside. 


THE PROBLEM with cute 
websites is that they do not always 
stay cute for very long. One week 
they serve up harmless and endear¬ 
ing fun, the next the contents head 
down the bad-taste road and can 
easily be deemed offensive. 

The Cha Cha Baby site (http 
//www.creativelink.com/baby/) is 
a perfect example. The site offered a 
brief but appealing animated video 
clip of Cha Cha Baby dancing 
around and took a few minutes to 
download ready for playing. The 
sequence showed the wobbly pot¬ 
bellied baby dancing a few steps. 
Although short and without musi¬ 
cal accompaniment, the clip was 
captivating to watch to both child¬ 
ren and adults. 

Now when you head to the one- 
page site there is a second Cha Cha 
Baby video to download and view. 
In this the fictitious tor staggers 
around drunk and incontinent, can 
of beer in hand with a cigarette 
dangling from his mouth. For cute, 
now read crass. It means the site is 
no longer suitable for children and 
emphasises the need for constant 
parental supervision when young¬ 
sters are let loose on the Internet 

CYBERSPACE Forty-Two serves 
up no less than £5,000 worth of 


BEFORE BBC Television started 
serving up regular dollops of 
controversy and mind-numbing 
creations like the Teletubbies. the 
National Lottery Big Ticket and 
News 24 — it had a reputation 
second to none. One area in which 
it excelled was natural history 
programmes and. miraculously, 
this tradition along with its Bristol- 
based Natural History Unit have 
survived relatively unscathed. 

One of .the long-running success¬ 
es of the unit has been its children's 
series. The Really Wild Show. Now 
it has helped to produce the Realty 
Wild Show CD-Rom which, like 
the programmes, is fronted by 
Michaela Strachan. 

The result is an engrossing and 
well-rounded colourful title for 
children aged seven and over. Its 
most charming feature is the Beast 
Blender, a software version of those 
split-page children's books mixing 
animal heads with different bodies. 

There are four worlds to explore, 
each are local habitats for a 
multitude of animals. Users click 
away in the panoramic worlds to 
discover the title’s 50 or so animals. 
By answering questions, these can 
then be collected for later feeding 
into the Beast Blender to make up 
to 30 unlikely crossbreeds. 

Equally delightful are the Art 
Cave, a prehistoric art studio where 
children are encouraged to paint 
on the walls, the four minor games 
and the Wild Side screensaver. 

■ Verdict 8 out of 10. Smashing 
children's animal safari. £24.99. 

IF YOU think it is anjty paranoid 
Hollywood that is still obsessed 
with the battle between East and 
West and perpetually reliving the 
Cold War then think again. Now 







The captivating dancing baby that was corrupted by adults 


prizes including exclusive Lara 
Croft memorabilia and .stacks of 
best-selling Eidos Interactive titles. 
It is open to readers of all ages, and 
we have plenty of spoils for our 
three overall winners as well as the 
ten runners-up. 

Three winners will walk away 
with the latest in video-naming chic 
as well as towering piles of soft¬ 


ware. Each will scoop a signed and 
framed A3 Lara Croft artwork 
original, like a cartoon or story¬ 
board used in malting the Tomb 
Raider titles in which Lara stars. 
They will also win a limited-edition 
Lara Croft flying jacket, -with a 
picture of Lara on the back, worth 
£200. There are just 100 such 
jackets in existence. 


Our trio will also pick up plenty 
of software. First! PC CD-Rom 
copies of Tomb Raider n with the 
merchandising pack Lethal, Load¬ 
ed and Irresistible: Everything You 
Ever Wanted from Lara Croft 
including Lara T-shirt mousemat 
playing cards and pictures. And 
that’s not all. They also get a 
further ten Eidos Interactive titles 
— a nux of PlayStation and PC CD- 
Rom formats for optimum family 
fun. 

Ten runners-up will walk away 
with equally attractive prize bun¬ 
dles. They’ll each win a navy blue 
Eidos Interactive fleece jacket plus 
exactly the same software stacks as 
our main winners — Tomb Raider 
II and the Lara Croft merchandis¬ 
ing pack plus ten other assorted 
Eidos best-sellers. 

The theme for Cyberspace Forty- 
Two is “HAL'S Revenge — Two 
Thousand and Gone". To enter, 
you must imagine thatyou are on a 
life-support machine and HAL. 
Arthur C. Clarke’s menacing com¬ 
puter in 200 !: A Space Odyssey. 
derides to turn you off. You have 
four minutes to convince him to 
turn you back on. In no more than 
150 words, continue the following 
conversation in the funniest pos¬ 
sible way: “Don’t do it, HAL ..." 


Equally important is the second 
part of the competition. Paramount 
Pictures has won the rights to Lara 
Croft for a movie spin-off. The 
search is on to cast Lara and 
frontrunners include Liz Hurley 
and Rhona Mitra who presents the 
Pepsi Chart Show. For part two of 
Cyberspace Forty-Two. nominate 
the most unsuitable person to play 
the snake-hipped hero and explain 
your reasons. 

Your entiy must include your 
name, address and telephone num¬ 
ber. Since Tomb Raider n carries a 
15 certificate, if you are younger 
please get your parents' permission 
before entering and include your 
age in your details. Postal entries 
should be sent to Cyberspace Forty- 
Two. Computer Games and Pas¬ 
times. Weekend, The Times. 1 
Pennington Street, ■ London El 
9XN. E-mail entries may be sent to 
cyber@dircon.co.uk so long as they 
are headed Cyberspace Forty-Two. 
The competition closes on Tuesday 
April 21. Normal Times competi¬ 
tion rules apply. 


CROSS WORDS 


Answers from page 36 
domination, cosh . nett, egad 



A really wild CD-Rom for dnklien 

Battlezone is set in 1960 with 
President Kennedy setting up an 
elite fighting force to find, claim 
and export reserves of a precious 
bio-metal ahead of the Ruskies. The 
race continues on various planets 
around the galaxy, with inevitable 
warfare to be raged between yanks 
and Reds wherever you land. 

The game is played two ways 
simultaneously, accommodated by 
a dual-view mode showing a radar 
overview of the battlefield as well 
as a first-person perspective view. 
You have full tactical control over 
your elite force, which can boast 
troops in 30 different types of 
vehicle armed with 25 different 
weapons. Bui one click puts you at 
the wheel of any vehicle m the thick 
of the action for more immersing 
escapism. 

Battlezone is based on an Atari 
title of the same name from I9S0. 
This was apparently the world's 
first first-person-perspective game, 
which merely shows how badly 
Atari missed the bandwagon. 
Within ten years others cleaned up 
on the genre, tike id Software with 
Wolfenstein 3D, Doom et aL 
■ Verdict 8' out of 10- Split- 
screen. split personality combat 
«im. [9.99. 
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MODERN MANNERS 


by John Morgan 


Send your queries to Morgan's Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 
1 Penn ington Street, London El 9XN 


[7=\| Before the practice becomes 
l^cl extinct, I would like to know 
if there is a correct way in which 
women should curtsy when pre¬ 
sented to a member of the Royal 
Family. In particular, which leg 
should go tack? Following lively 
debate while we awaited the 
arrival of HRH recently, niy 
mother-in-law curtsied with hff 
left leg, a friend curtsied with her 
right and I got in a muddle. 
Name and address withheld. 
nr\ The choice of leg is governed 
l£i] largely by comfort, although 
clever curtsyers place the left leg in 
front of the right making sure the 
right foot is half-bent and the left 
one placed flat on the ground in a 
slightly "turned out" position. It is 
important to bend at the knees 
(keeping them together) and not in 
the back, so that eye contact can be 
maintained. 

— Please could we have your 

views on the correct menus 

for guests who are vegetarians. As 

a hostess, I wiO cook 
accordingly, and for 
other guests 1 will 
provide meat or fish 
in some form not 
overtly offensive to the 
vegetarian. But I have 
recently been told this 
is bad form and that 
the entire meal should 
be strictly vegetarian. 

It seems to me that 
one's main purpose in 
inviting guests is to 
create a good social 
atmosphere with food 
and wine that aO win 
enjoy enormously. But how? — 
Mrs P. Wilford-Smith. Ledbury. 
Herefordshire. 

This is political correctness 
_ _ gone too Ian there is no need 
for your carnivorous friends to be 
unwitting victims of vegetarian¬ 
ism. After all. just as your ‘non- 
meat eating guest would not be 
amused to be force-fed JUet de 
boeuf, so well-mannered vegetari¬ 
ans will always strive to cause as 
little inconvenience as possible. 
The enlightened hostess should 
make various gastronomic ges¬ 
tures. These include a salad-based 
first course, imaginatively cooked 
vegetables, fish, poultry or game 
rather than red meat, no gelatine- 
based puddings and, if necessary, 
discrete vegetarian substitutes for 
meat dishes. 

[7^1 I fed that the letter from 
M Mrs Morris (March 21) has 
highlighted a problem of our 
times. While accepting your reply, 

I Bud that it foils short of 
answering my particular case, as 
my “partner" in life is also my 
partner In business. If 1 introduce 
Caroline as my partner, it is 
assumed that I am only referring 
to our business relationship 
when, in foci, our commitment is 
much greater than that — David 
R. Paton. Croyde, North Devon. 

Sadly I do not know of a 

suitable term, although I am 



delighted to receive any sugges¬ 
tions. Many people preface “part¬ 
ner" with “business" when they 
wish to denote a professional 
arrangement rather than a private 
relationship, so I suggest you 
introduce Caroline as "my girl¬ 
friend and business partner’’. 

[7T] We have a spate of fiftieth 
1>£J birthdays this year and have 
been to three in the past few 
months. When we arrive, presents 
are put on a side table, to open 
after we have departed. We have 
never had a thank-you note from 
anyone. We don't even know if 
they liked their presents. — Mrs 
J. M. Webb, Marlow, Bucks. 

H The thank-you letter is known 
to be an endangered species 
among the ungrateful young, but to 
hear that it might be in a similar 
decline with die unappreciative 
middle-aged is sad indeed- Happi¬ 
ly. polite people of all ages still send 
written thank-yous for presents 
received. These should be promptly 
dispatched: rather like 
rare blooms, thank- 
you letters lose their 
lustre the longer they 
are left 

[TSl I have tried to 
L_sJ acquire wedding 
invitations with die 
wording “to" rather 
than “with”, as you 
recently advised, ie, 
"Mr arid Mrs X re¬ 
quest the pleasure of 
your company at the 
marriage of their, 
daughter Y to" rather 
than “with Mr Z ’. Most books of 
samples at stores have the word¬ 
ing "with". My grandmother, usu¬ 
ally reliable on such matters, also 
inafls "with" is correct. — Mis 
Sarah Wise, Abindgon. 
Northampton. 

With all due respect to your 
grandmother, the use of "to" 
is considered much more elegant 
than "with". You must deride 
which model you 
fed more comfortable with. 

[q| When older and younger 
iSdJ people of both sexes enter a 
restaurant, is it customary for the 
men of the party to go first or 
should the ladies do so? Are there 
any customs as to whether older 
or younger members of the party 
should go first? — Frean Finchley. 
London N3. 

S This depends cm whether a 
party is being led to the table 
by a member of staff or is making 
its own way. In the former case the 
employee would lead, followed by 
the female contingent (technically 
age would precede beauty), fol¬ 
lowed by the men in order of age, 
unless the elder is the host, in 
which case he would be last In the 
latter model the most senior man or 
host will lead the way followed by 
the women with the second man 
entering last 

• The author is Associate Editor of 
GQ 
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EARTHLINGS! I 
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deeply UNSETTLING 
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...TW SOMEBODY, IN 
HiS TYPICALLY TWISTED, 
VICIOUS AND VINDICTIVE 
WAY, HAS GOT IT... 
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...WEU-AND TRULY 
IN FOR ME THIS 
EASTER! / 










by Philip Howard 

ANTWERP SMERLE 

a. Diamond chippings 

b. A fancy bird 

c. Belgian smog 

VACREATION 

a. The Big Bang 

b. Deodorant 

c. A holiday task 

FLEAM 

a. A lancet 

b. A medallion 

c. Mould 

FORIANA 

a. A dance form 

b. Collection of writings 

c. Flower arranging 


Answers on page 35 


TWO BRAINS 


by Raymond Keene 

1 enjoy hearing from readers and 
would particularly like to hear from 
people who have established well- 
authenticated mental world records or 
who have comments or revisions on 
records published here. Chelan Shah 
of Wandsworth has written to point 
out that the number of seconds in TO 
years, 17 days and 12 hours is 
2310544,000. and not 2210500800 
(we had not allowed for the 12 hours). 

Question I: 

Who is the odd one out? 

Denkyen, Joseffem. Hasingtown, 
Nontiri. Unkranf 

Question 2: 

Find the missing number 
35 37 13 5 3 

36 25 9 ?? 

Answers on page 35 


A part from abbreviations, 
setters have other re¬ 
sources for dealing with 
fragments. Beginnings and 
endings of words offer great 
flexi bility. Take a word like 
CHATTER, th at ca n be broken 
into C + HATTE R- W e need 
defin itions of HATTER and 
CHATTER, and som e way of 


the thesaurus, RABBIT conve- 
nient ty po ps up as a synonym for 
CHATTER. Staying with the 
emerging theme, C is the first 
letter of "Carroll”- Put ft all 
together: Rabbit created by Car- 
rofl. initially — one of his 
eccentric characters (7). “Initial¬ 
ly" and "finally" are often obvi- 


CROSS WORDS 


by Brian Greer 

ous pointers to the first or last 
tetter, but we can be more subtle. 
Instead of the hackneyed “tyouth 
leader" Y could be “dose of play”, 
“journey's end", and so on — 
when possible,. the expression 
should fit neatly with die rest of 
die due. More generally, a fetter 
in position may be pinpointed — 
YcouW also be “fourth of July" oet 
“Haydn's third”. Centres erf 
wards may be single letters or 
more—"centre of gravity" for V, 
“sweetheart" for E (not every¬ 
one’s cup of tea), "Heart of 
Midlothian” for OT or LOTH. 

Sometimes beginnings of sev¬ 
eral words may be combined, as 
in: Resultof leaders of despotic 
organisation mampitlattnp in¬ 
nocent people* (10) (an example 


of an “& Lit" due, where the 
build-up serves simultaneously 
as the definition). The extreme 
case is the acranymic due, fr 
which die whole answer is a 
combination of first letters, thus 
Weapon appearing origmaB* 
in "Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes" (4- A similar pfo 
strings together last tetters, aricr 
Clear eondusions reached by 

stern judge affect verdict (4). Yet 

another variant is to use alter¬ 
nate letters: Oath used In odd 
parts of England (4). Used ‘A 
sparingly, any of these devices- 
provided ft isn’t too obvious - 
can yield an effective clue. 

• The writer is Crossword Editor 
qfTheTimes 

Clue answers os n35 


“Zip me up before you go go.” — Sun 
headline on pop star George Michael’s 
arrest for alleged sex act in a public lavatory 

“Thank God for the paparazzi .They can kill 
but they can also save."— Rolling Stone Ron 
Wood after being rescued from a burning 
motorboat by photographers following him 

“He should be sent away — to the Isle of 
Wight for instance.” — East End mother on 
released paedophile Sidney Cooke 


“This is no time for soundbites... I fed the 
hand of history on our shoulders.” —Prime 
Minister Tony Blair on the Northern 
Ireland peace talks 

■ : .W 

?3l$best time (to have sex) was when there 
were Hying operations because there is lots 
of noise." — Evidence at court-martial of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commander Keith 
Pople accused of an affair with Lieutenant- 
Commander Karen Pearce 


“Grant came hack because be loves me, 
pure and ample.” — Della Bovey after 
winning her husband back from television 
presenter Anthea Turner 

"I think the Spice Giris are fike a drugjtfs 
like heroin... They curt help but absorb it, 
even if thqr are ack of it."— Geri “Ginger 
Spice " Halliwell suggests young fans are 
addicted to her band 

“Rankly I take umbrage at tins. It makes 


assbond tikcaThird World village wfthout 
any water.” — Resident of Gloucester 
housing estate to wkich Oxfam has sent an 
Indian cud worker 

‘The newspaper was aware when-it 
fished ftthat the biography was a spoof"— 
The Daily Telegraph refers to The Sunday 
Telegraph’s reprinting on April 5 of long 
extracts from William Boyd’s hoax biog¬ 
raphy cf^artisT Nat Tate 



ACROSS 

1 Drugs sister provided, I said, not 
opened as planned (12) 

8 An obvious subject for physical 
education (7.7) 

15 Widespread destruction Moses 
saw? (8) 

16 Wentworth's change of heart in 
poet’s birthplace (9) 

17 One climbs the mountain, roped 
to others in a line (53) 

18 IPs not even a curiosity (6) 

19 Gass concerned with reproducing 
sound of Monteverdi (7) 

20 Military planners give stick to 
senior officer (73) 

21 Obstinate, mischievous type going 
in drank to excess (4-6) 

23 Jumped and arched over (7) 

25 Baker and I search vigorously 
around outside (8) 

27 Twice as much hard work 
involved in production of The 
Three Sisteit! (6.6,43.7) 

31 Homeless figure one extracted 
from papers (6) 

33 Works parties (9) 

35 Give me a cal! to check method of 
measuring energy (IQ) 

37 Main course that’s not hot 
requested all over the place 
00 

40 Checks money invested by newly¬ 
weds (7) 

41 In them, girl saving drinks may 
hove less than all her wits about 
her (8) 

43 A character taken out of the 
history book (S) 

44 Mineral springs here — KTI go, 
having drunk small volume (7) 

45 Break even, having such an 
apartment? (5-5) 

46 Bosses give am tract to worker 
about to leave (IQ) 

48 Sort of truck, a means of 
transport to place for from 
battlefield (9) 

50 Bench agree to dose case (6) 

51 Was treading a fine line, if one 
was honest (423,83,6) 

55 Unusual fruit not wholly 

swallowed by a little creature (8) 

SI From East letter m Greek written 
by saint with extremes of fove (7) 
59 Clearly say one's made of small 
pieces? Not at first (10) 

61 Be wounded in batik formation 
— about to come round (4.4.4) 

64 Some trollop I petted m the tube 

cn 

65 Object magically prod u ced 
communication right away (6) 

67 Drink taken in successive stages 
of one's round, say (53) 

68 British prayer for drier Weather? 
Thars stupid (9) 

69 On which pad of paper is pul to 
work? (5-3) 

70 Evidence of steps taken by group 
of high churchmen (63) 

71 Festival bring promoted 
when people were up in Dublin 
( 6 . 6 ) 


DOWN 

2 Civil warrior using ammunition 

* with intelligence (9) 

3 One expected by leaders of 

Muslims, and hoped-for deliverer, 
indeed (5) 

4 Silly dream \ interpreted for 
James’s girl (5,6) 

5 Peregrine finds electricity 
unreliable, after abandoning big 
town (7) 

6 Be restless, needing instructions 
for pancake-making? (43.4) 

7 Took a risk with Satanic 
practices? He may have (9) 

8 Try to advise gently bow to avoid 
breaking a pencil? (3333,4.13.43) 

9 Felt old. grabbed by ruffian and 
heartlessly hurt (7) 

10 Managed to hold party for noble 
dement (5) 

!i Torn and tatty work criticised (9) 

12 Secretive group once known by 
their initials (5) 

13 Charge one with capital offence? 
01) 

14 Slope off. receiving fine for book 
removed from a bouse (7) 

22 A boundary? Twenty of them (9) 

24 Dotty technique used in naivety (9) 

26 Most searching finds weapon in 
sniper’s lair (9) 

28 Protection queen received as 
courtesy {9) 

29 lines once carved into cheek (9) 

30 Largely an arrangement of throat 
muscles (9) 

32 Arrange a Earing, using 
needlepoint? (9) 

34 One making lists is forbidden 
eventually to speak (9) 

36 Put on show, but foiled lo include 
second act (9) 

38 Innocent wife shortly killed — 
suspicion initially introduced by 
malignant spirit (9) 

39 Confess a time disadvantageous, 
when some characters come over 
for coffee (9) 

42 Sort of US coDege for which one's 
chosen by examination (9) 

47 Outstanding piece of sculpture 
appears evil — too reaL perhaps? 


E 



49 Sectarians have stories. Saint 
John's among diem (i 1) 

50 Royal Court's formal procedure 
over warning (4,7) 

52 Fork out perhaps to deal with this 
tricky problem (3,6) 

53 Restore calm, say—ifs secured at 
ladfl) 

54 Weaken Adams'work, removing 
die craft (5,4) 

56 Potter hit runs—not at fits! a 
boundary (7) 

58 Repeating one note at speed (7) 

60 Showhouse maybe containing 
many well-painted flats (7) 

62 Famous school brought op 
daughter (5) 

63 I’m sad. lacking money to give 
inspiration (5) 

66 Demand to see papers (5) 


In our bumper Easter Jumbo Crossword competition, a prize of 
£100 will be awarded for the first correct solution opened on 
Thursday. April 23,1998. Entries should be sent to: Easter Jumbo 
159, The Times, 1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN. The winner 
and solution will be published in Weekend on Saturday April 25. 


Times Two Crossword 
Easter Jumbo 

There is no prize for this crossword. The 
solution win be published on Monday, April 13 



NAME___ 

ADDRESS........ 



ACROSS 

1 Opposite numbers (12) 

8 Laurence Sterne novel 

< 8.<9 

15 Water tortoise (8) 

16 Diversion (?) 

17 Cfop into/ad (8) 

18 To mount (6) 

19 Short operatic solo (7) 

20 Verse form of eg Racine 
( 12 ) 

21 Causing puzzlement 
( 10 ) 

23 Concert by soloist (7) 

25 Area outside visible 
spectrum (5-3) 

27 Got in first with same 
speech (43333.43) 

31 Absent-minded (6) 

33 Hindu love manual (9). 
35 Proverbially squashed 
container (73) 

37 Lined up wrong (10) 

40 Seagull playwright 

(7) 

41 Peeking: grazing (blow) 

( 8 ) 

43 Supranational police 
( 8 ) 

44 Bills; sounds like verifies 

( 7 ) 

45 Type of ballpoint pen 
( 10 ) 

46 Put to rights, into 
sequence (333) 

48 (UnivJ finals results 

50 Send away (6) 

51 Twice the price, painted 
(53,8,8) 

55 Loud cries (8) 

57 Glossy coating (7) 

59 Extensively (spread) 

(U4) 

61 Surpassing 

• (understanding) (12) 

64 Limp (7) 

65 Sublets of debate (6) 

67 Praise; an honour (8) 

68 Elea -:, Pygmalion 
flowerseflerfS} 

69 (t showers happy couple 

( 8 ) 

70 Repalrofbody 
appearance (7,7) 

71 Lade o£ mercy (12) 


DOWN 

2 Went beyond budget (Q) ; 

3 Care for, tend to (5) 

4' Suitably, beneficially 

( 11 ) 

5 One from Lahore, 
Chandigarh (7) 

6 Old British Museum 
study area (7,4) 

7 Protected (window#?) 

8 Nutcrackeredestasoto 
f Tchaikovsky ) 

(33333,43) 

9 Approximate (7) 

10 Heading (5) 

11 Stir, anxiety (9) 

12 Tasting pleasant (5) 

13 One bought by the 
unwary (133.1 A) 

14 Bishop's area (7) 

22 Prone (in eg submission} 

W 

24 Pod guard; great relief 
\fig-) (4-5) 

26 Enchant (9) 

28 Excited, set on fire 
(9) 

29 Packing cases (33) 

30 Mas. instruments; math- 
figures (9) 

32 Set of customers (9) 

34 One given unthinking 
protection (63) 

36 Verdi hunchback jester - 

opera (9) 

38 On spur of moment (9) 

39 Concerned with dogma '' 

W 

42 Air stewards (5,4) 

47 Humiliating (II) 

49 Working poorly (11) 

50 (US) solid old apartment 

blocks (II) 

52 Those tmableto be bet ?. 

P) 

53 Wind from Siberia {3-Q • 

54 Devotes; inscribes (9) 

56 As Golden Treasury 

Poetry (7) 

58 Positive terminal (7) •.: .£ 
60 Ftaufomental (7) 

62 S.AnLmaniinaLraom^ 

like (5) ;-7 

63 A tree; church offiefad .' ’ 
(5) 

66 Look after feathers (5) / : 




























